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CHAP, Ï. 

TH£ KINO OF FRANCB SUMMONS THB DVXl OF 
SJtlTTAKY TO DBLIVBR UP SIR PBTIR Dt 
CRAp)f.~HIS ANSWBR NOT BEING SATtSPAC- 
TORY, THB KINO DBCLARBS WAR AOAINIT 
HIM;— >THB KINO^^S UNCLES MURMUR AT THE 
GREAT RICHES OF THB CONSTABLE, WllIOK 
WERE DISCLOSED BY HIS WILL. 

TNTÉLLÎGÈKCÈ was brought to the Idng of 
Fnance (bme days aàer the affiUlination of the 
conftable, that the duke of Brittan^r had received 
he Peter de Craon. His moft confidendal coun« 
fellors advifed him to fend inftancïy to the duke 
of Brittany, and fununon kim, on his faith an4 
homage, ihould that faUe traift>r ti> the çrown of 
France, fir l^eter dc Cfaon, be in any paru of 
'^rittat^^y to arreft him and fend hidi without delajr 
to France. 
Vot^XÎ. B 
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When thefc letters were written and fealcd, they 
were given to one of the king*s meffcngers, who 
fct out for Brittany, and found the duke at his 
caftle of Ermine, near Vannes, The duke, having 
received and fefaà tlîè letters, told the meffengcr 
he would write an anfwer to the king. The fub- 
ftance of it was, that he cxcufed himfelf from 
knowing any thing of fir Pdter de 'Cràèn, of whicrc 
he was ; nor "did he wifli to know any thing, for 
it was no concern of his ; and that, as to fir Peter's 
hatred and quarrel with "fir Oliver de Cliflbn, it 
no way touched or regarded him, and he entreated 
the king to hold him exxnifcd. When this anfwer 
had been properly drawn up and fealed, it was 
^v*h to éHc mfefiengcr, who itturnfed vAûi it » 
f^is. The 5cmg tind Iris wundl wcrt îmjAëent 
l»1%cfcîve âtc ëèkè'i -anftWîr^ *nd, v^ichthe îct- 
teft \Wre dai\^«d ^é6 *c king, hte attMitfvcly 
Wâd fheift, àftd timing tô hh brother, thcyiikc 
bf Tcftiraîrie, iïO, woncil, faîd, Thîs h ^ot 
fatisfaftory.* 'CWiérs ^fepiUed, fh* Afc ^dMte of 
^Brittany was at the bottom of the whole nufchiefl 
^rWt Vifife Uhd àit duke of Tcrmraïnc decliita, 
^t -foch dtrtrj^ wjïs toô -gfeit 'f6 *t* li^dy 
*f)aircd'0vtr, tod^was a ditcft attack cfin the irdysft 
lhajdilydf Prance. 

* The duke of Bçrry ivàs at this tîihe în l^rfe, 
%ha, in his frcqùent vifiits to tlhfe ^acc, the icing 
talked %uch to him tioçcérrtîng 'the crimè df Gr 
TcCcr^ Cradn. The 4tikc* re{>Hcd ; ^ My fonl^ 
Ifelito'^œrtalnly eôthttittèà i g^^ «3, 
if it were known where he was, I vvoàâ ^dv^fc 

that 
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ihxt he ile 4Bft«fted mà ponkbtd ibr ic' ^ Good 
ttffole^' ioid dheking, ^ he is now with the duke.ia 
JBrictanj^^ «and iiowhm eUe i we «re determined to 
march thi&ec» aiid*yoQ fliiill accompany uSé' Thé 
duke of iBeny alTented, though he was«d[flembliog 
fck wfllfftnttm€tnts> andadded, lord> we mufi: 
bave*ouk-;g;Md brother iS[ Bivgiindy alfo with w** 
^ Wfc wîU ihave him,* fiQplied the king, * for lye 
wifl inoc ngQ without him ; and our army ihall be 
cf ftreqgth fufiicient to conquer all our enemies^ 
We now clearly iee» chat this duke o( Brittany 
mâcher lores Dor eftcems ils» Good uncle, be is 
vwf :]f>rdud 'and ipreiQmptuousri and we will not 
tttMd to ^uny other afiàir until we have brought 
hitti to maliNK^ Thusidid ^the king and the duke 
of Befi^ conv«rie«to|[6thtr : the duke aiïbnted to 
entf %hiog bis n^hew |>rQpoied, though deter** 
Mmsd> in his own mind, to^ in4)pporition to it. 

The kii^tof i^roncc was too eameft in his de«^ 
tire to revenge ithe infult offered his conftable^ and 
^ daiiy vjprétErig rforward 'the ^fqxfirations ibr his 
ttpeditton toiBrtltany . rHe was to march firfl: into 
Anjo% to xdtftitay aU the cuftlfs -abd poiTcflions 
keidftiienérby (fir Peter^âs Ctaonj »ptwithfi:andii\g 
4tedriceiDf.(BritMny*Gkumed'them fbr his^wn 
pttRtfaafe. fl^hc »king and im -council anfwercd, 
(As&facfbaâ mtv'er had)pofle(&HHgWen-him of^henfts 
^ riâtty ^Éom <kfctiiig /fi^oftsd »ad jn-oteâcd 
^f^MferrflecCraOn^ ke^had inourrediperfonaUy the 
^digimthm ^of the /cbown ^tff France, although ra 
^Mutkgeiitedithis'fi^ ^bctwcfn-thc 

ftfae^^dukerand ai^rince&fOf £rance. 
i B 2 While 
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^ While thcfc preparations were going forward, 
^ and the rumour of the king's cxpcdirion agunft 
Brittany was every where talked of in France, the 
bifliop of Noyon and the lord dc la Riviere re- 
turned to Paris, having fulfilled their miflion to 
Beam and Foix- They related to the king and 
council what they had donej but the afiaira of 
Brittany occupied fo entirely the time of the coimi- 
cil, that they could not attend to any thing elfe i 
and the king was impatient for the conftable to be 
fulEciently recovered to mount his horfc. 

Before the king left Paris, he commanded the 
very handfome hôtel fir Oliver de Craon had, near 
the church-yard of St. John, to be razed to the 
ground, and the fpot given for an addition to the 
church yard. The king ordered large provifion 
of ftores to be made on the roads to Anjou, Maine, 
Touraine, Brittany, and along the banks of the 
Loire, ready for his imended expedition $ for no 
one dared make any oppofition to it. 

It was well known in Paris, and likewife in dif' 
ferent parts of the country, that fir Oliver de^ 
Cliflbn, conftable of France, had made his wiU, 
in order that, in cafe of death from his Woutnds, 
his heirs might know where to feek for his wealth* 
He had but two children, both females, one mar- 
ried to John of Brittany, count de Penthierre, 
whom he had ranfomed from England for fix fcoic 
thoufand francs paid to the duke of Ireland, tt 
has been related. . His other daughter was, or 
would be, vifcountefs de Rohan, in right pf her 
hufband. The whole of his money and moveable 

prope^t 



propcrQrs without including any part of his hcri« 
amounted to fcventecn hundred thouland 
francs, to the great aftonilhment of all who heard 
it, as to the means hy which he had been able to 
amais ib large a Ihm. The dukes of Beny and 
Burgundy, in particular, were much furprifcd, as 
well as their councils, for the conftable was not 
susf way in favour with them ; fo that, when among 
them&lyest they thus fpoke very freely on die 
fubjeft : ^ How the devil can this conftable have * 
colleâed fuch an immenfe fum of florins, and 
fkch iplendid furniture ? The king of France has 
laothing like it. We muft fi)ppQfe that it has hot 
been lawfully acquired/ This pafled oflF; but 
tfaofe who hated him did not think the lefs of it. 

The king was ftill ^t though I^s prepa« 
rations were ready; and all who had beeii fum« 
mone4 W «rçompany the expeditioa to. Brittaay. 
wer ( ](^mbling accordingly. Thç dqke of Bur« 
gup4y was, however, mycl\ yexed a( thi$ w«r» 
faying it was made wilhou^ rçiifi^n, find, would end 
badly; forneither France Rpr Brittany, nor their 
knights and fquires, were any way concerned in 
the quarrel between (ir Oliver de ClifTon and fir 
Peter de CraQjpi.i ^QChaAtl^ey any bufipefs toçidtc 
war OP their account^ but ihould let them fight it 
cut theiçfelyçs, ^^ithout thus deftroying f\p4 hR** 
raffing the poor of both countries.. The duke of 
Berry was of the fame opinionj^ fevt thcy could- 
not be heard, for the king h^. çopiifçllors to 
whom he liften^cd in preference. They knew not* 
therefore, how to preyem the ^sfl^ froo) tjtlfiujg 
B3 ' place. 



j>kee> and, when t^cy ùm the king was obffinattif 
bcjtt t^on they obeyed^ hut as Ûoemfy m tbfif 
cààà. I )ieai4> and believe it tsue^ daar» dirox^ 
the inc^rrcadoii of the dnke e£ Btirguidy» the 
céUBt d'Oftrevant was fummoned by «hr Jdang tiif 
France to attend him wkh durée hividred knee* 9^ 
the coimi:^ who hxved arms^ inade his pveparattod^ 
and fummoned hm yailkk» but> when he had comrt 
pbted every thing at a great ei^cnky hç> recf»f«| 
çcyumeiMxrder»^ not ta ftir^ 



CHAP. 

rmi DORt OF TOyftAIWIS PS CMATBA t}n%m 
ôftL8AffS.-~TH]K. CONS^ABLl 0F FRAVGJI 
« RlBCaVERBD^ 7I»£ KllfO OJT FRÀNeÇ 

* itDVAKCBS TQ MAKS> WI7H TRË IKT^TMlff 

0» eaiq(TiNipiNo if is mah-ch^ to^ mare wai^ 

• oil THS DUKE Of BRITTAMVr 

TTTlffiN" things were ready fer tl^e kingV 
departure from Fans» an exchange of hncb 
was msdt between the king and the ^ke of 
Tours^Mf» 'bnt this exchange was grea^ in fkvoijr 
of thediike ^ for be furrendered to his brother the 
duchy of Toqr aine and its dependaneies> receivings 
in rttutf^ the duchy of Orleans, whîçh was of fotur 
ûie vatuej on the fkme terms and conditions 

th^t 



Wci^all heuçeforw^M^ ca,^ him duke of Qrl/caijiis. 

Tjic IjÛAg was ib pleafçd whe^ fii[ Quiver df 
Cli^bn 1^4 rcçovmd firpir^ (ii^. wouadi^ iiiffi- 
cifotly to ndç he ^e i^ould novf iç; 
ojuc from Paris to ^riçtt^nyx to i^w hç madç 4¥'. 
cjLianiel his oupi. ^ con^guençcj, l^e apd. lihe dv)kf 
of Q4ain^ toq^ Ifavç of the ^ueepj^ die duçhcfib. 
ao4 dm othcjT hdÂç^ and damici} wko were 9; thf^ 
hM etc Sabt F0I3 aisd wçnt t]^ o^ht Ut4 
hp^c çif 1^ wniftcr,, Mpntag^, wl^re tiiçy (upj?^ 
ls^« duke pjT BoufboR> the count d# 

N^qn» and V>^ 4e Çquçy^ went w\di thei9* 
I kimf. ifp\ if they ^ If y there^^ but the long ^ 
fo fmid dined there qa Çfee morrpw* I« thf afçefcr 
Aoon^ lie depicted in h^^^ipiQ^ arrayy and fMppçd 
and lay aj Stj. Ç^çrmaip-en-l^e, vh*y^ he raçQa^i<^ 
ièvçr^ c||y^ ^% thi$ period^ 9ÇCordi(ig fo th« 
i^iKWt Qf hi^ phyjiçîaçbSji thç king's l^al^ w«s pQfi 
g9odi ()vt^ hç was ^ iaipaûe^t to carry on tb^ 
^ declared health was better thm thçûr«. 
Tl^s he {fid ÇO pu|h fçrwa^d the bufinefsi for hit 
twq uncles of Benry and Kurgundy were ftiU be^ 
ixiiiid, smkI iheiy^d cleanly ^e e^^pedition was coin 
tRM7 to t^ir opinion^ and that wiUingty they 
wwl4 *¥Qid going ^th him. They had, howr 
e¥er« ifSR^d fummons. tQ their Y^fî^j fctf they 
vfÇfç bound honour to^ f^company the king* 

Wfepft ^e king had fojoufn^d « St. Qermain 
for fifteen days, ^d the dificrcnt lord* were ar». 
riyedi AT ça th^ road, he was advifed to depart. 
Ht did fo^ «offe4 thç Seinc;^ awU marçhing for 

4 Chartres^ 
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Chartres^ arrived at Aunçati> a good town aiid 
handibme caftle> that belonged to the lord de Is 
Riviere in right of liis wife. In company ^th 
him were the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon. The 
lord de la Riviere received the king and thefe lords 
very, magnificendyj as he was well able to do, and 
thejr rem^uned his guefts for three days. the 
fourth day they departed, , and went to Chartres, 
of which place the brother of Montagu was bifliop. 
The king, ^e duke of Orleans, and the duke of 
Bourbon were l€>dged in the epifcopal palace. On 
the Iccond day^ the duke of Berry, and the count 
de la Marche came there ; but the duke of Bur- 
gundy Was ftill behind. He had begun his joufw 
ney, and on the fourth day arrived, to the great 
joy of the king. Men at arms were pouring in 
ûom all quarters ; and the king faid he would 
never return to Paris until he had made this duke 
€)( Brittany liiten to reafon, who had fo often 
given him plague and vexation. There were too 
many about the king, who urged him on ; fo 
that the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, who wi(hed 
for more moderate counfels, were not attended to. 
This created a difguft in them and their advifers $ 
arid they faid among themfelves, that public afikirs 
could not long remain in their prefent hazardous 
and unfetded circumftances, and that the king 
was cutting out for himfelf and kingdom work 
enough^ when he reje<5ted the advice of his uncles 
and liftencd to others of lilde weight. 

After ftaying about feven days in Chartres, he 
departed for Mans. He was followed by men 

at 
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at arms from Artois, Beauvais, Vermandob and 
IH(r«rd7t and other diftant countries. Theyf^d 
Ijfhen together,—*^ How comes this duke of Brit* 
tany to give us fo much trouble. He is (uU of 
pride, and has never has been truly affeftionate to 
die crown of France. If it had not been for hi$ 
coufinj the late earl of Flanders, who fupported. 
him, and the duchefs of Burgundy, who does fo 
at this moment, he would long ago have been 
deftroyed. He never could bear the lord de Clif» - 
ion from the moment he quitted the Englifli party» 
and is greatly to blame now in aflifting fir Peter 
de Craon againft the king and the conftable.* 
Others replied, — ^ Let the king alone ; for he has 
taken this bufinefs fo much to heart, he will make 
die didce repent of it before he return.* * That 
he will,? feid others, * if there be no treachery in 
his way. Do you fuppofe that all who now ac* 
company him are enemies to the duke of Brittany i 
Certainly not 5 for, whatever they may dare fay, 
they (hew their intentbns too openly by their ac- 
tions. They are plotting night and day how they 
may prevent this expedition, and they harafs the 
}dng fo much, it will be well if he keep his 
Jiealdi.' 

Si|ch were the converfations of the men at arms 
on theif march, following the king to Maine. The 
icipg, on his arrival at Mans, was lodged in the 
caiUe, and his lords in die town as well as the 
ftate of its accommodations would allow. The 
army ipread themfclves abroad in the plains, which 

were 



10 

y^jtfc (ieh and good lodging fpr qica arms. Tk^ 
ISMg and his c<>uit fcmjiMaçd in the* dt}^ of MJam 
iip>^4rds of thr^^ yireeks,^ fof the kiog w^iiijia vçify. 
IbyQirifli ftaçe ^nd to lidc. 

T^Q phyQciaos told tbie duke of Of^^ an4 1^ 
urc1q9j. that th& ]pfig was ppprefled with top; mpf;h, 
Ij^jofiAefs, aod iy>t La a fituatioa ^ gQ thpqug^ 
ki that reft and qwet ww al?ft>l«tclx r^e.cclT^fyjs 
fi}f that ever fmo^ be left Anciens ^fter ch^ 
- conferences^ Im Ke^th h;^ no^been ^ good ^ tH 
vras formerly. The kii)g> viKks reai^ooftrafie^ 94 
ail this with th^e co:uncil> fbr the ki^ig would notg 
any atteatioa to. what thf ph]^Giap& l$id ; ainik 
lie was ib inopatien^ to carry ^ wa^r into JRritt^siy^ 
he tokl his wicl^ t^»t Hf. was atw^y^ |rett(r vhcft 
on horfeback» than wsl^ dowg «i«$uii@» a«(| 
added, ^ Whoçyer M^^ifeft me ip ^ e«SPW ^^Wl 
highly difpieaii^ me^, ^ lihew lie hs^ ijipi^ ^n^ysi 
lOYC for me/ Thi$ was aU th/e; anfwef h« yraiHjbl 
give. . Every 4^y there was. ^ coy^il hoJdMbt 
wkick lafted uiitil nooa» ox beyond it; bs4 ^M^ 
king would always prcieot^ to cheçk any dOn 
lays being iqade ta thç expedition iffi^aBntt^^^ 
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WtAI^ àjÙAW tBVM SOMk NOMJ f«MO^ 
itHMi KXMO fS INVOthttQ tUAT^ «FA ?E^«ft 

^HpHB king was aduriTe^» during Im ft^yr at 

flir ios «fides^ ta ibnd fi)ur kiûgto to firUttar^ 
^liMiji weM ta feoDDoftracc ftrattg))^ wkh the dukc^ * 

part^ dit king andcoubci^ hom gmat^ 
1» had miftiehaved by aferdtng an a^lum to an 
ffiotnp of lAa king and rcabn ; «ad tbat»^ if hfi 
yfuté diefif oua to. adcaowlcdge bis fiiulti. aod m9kfi 
aœtndaibr iç^ he imift (end Sir PfMrd^Ciaon toi? 
MaASA when they would tndeav^ur to rtakA 
peace wMi ti^ aod prevent thia es^ieéiOQib 
^rom doing harm to him or to hii countiry*. 

According to what I heard» fir Reginald de 
HLoyty the lord de Varenciers^ the lord dt Châr» 
teau-mOTant and fir Taupin de C^atemeUtj, go* 
vemor of Giibrs/were ordered on thi$ milfidn* 
They left the. city of Mans with forty lancea» aiy)» 
having pafTed through Angers, journeyed on to 
Nantes, when, having entered the town^ tkey 
found there die duke. ]^e gave them a good wel- 

come. 
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come, and entertained them widi a fplendid dm- 
ncr ; but, before this, they had fulfilled their com« 
xnifllon, and had ably explained to him the objeA 
of their coming, and what the king and council 
hid ordered them to fay. The duke anfwered 
prudently and nobly, ' that he would be moft 
happy to arreft and give up to the king fir Plcier 
de Craon, but, as God might help him, he neidier 
knew where he wais, nor what he was about : he 
therefore entreated thefe lord& to make his peaœ» 
for he had aflured them of the truth,* adding^ ^ ke 
had heard, upwards of a year ago, fir Peter dc 
Craon declare, that fir Oliver de Cliflbn hated 
him fo mortally, he would attack him the fiiifc 
favourable opportunity, with aU the force ke coidd. 
mufter, let the çvcnt be whdt it would Whéti' 
he told me this, I afkec^ if had notified this ta 
fir Oliver: he faid he l\ad, and had fenrhim hit 
defiance, adding, that he would put kirn ix> deatii» 
by day or night, the very firft time he met him. 
J know nothing further of the mat^r, an^ am. 
furprifed that my lord fliould think of making war 
on me for this caufe« Begging hh; pardon, I da 
not feel that 1 am any way la bhmeable,^ either^ 
towards him or thç kingdom of FraiKe, thutwar 
Ihould be declared againft me ; for never I 
infringe, if itpleaib God, the alliances thajt havf 
been entered into between us, as well m rçgwjl (a 
the marriage of our children, as refpeâil^ màkCK 
matters.' ^ 

This was the anfwcr the Frenob knights received, 
from the duke of Brittany i and» when thçy ha^ 

^ - ■ dined 
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dined widi bim, and re mûned one day more at 
Nantes^ diey took leave^ and fet out on their re- 
turn the way they had come. 

The king and council were impadent for their 
arrivalj to hear the duke*s anfwcr. What you 
have juft heard^ the knights repeated to the king> 
and to thofe interefted» from the duke of Brit- 
tany. The dukes of Berry and Burgundy were 
well iatisfied with it^ and would have perfu^ded 
others to be fo likewifc, faying the anfwer wa$ 
proper and reafonable. But the king declared 
that, ùom the information he had received^ he 
WIS of a contrary opinion, and fince h« was come 
fo ùr, he would never return to Paris until he 
had humbled the duke of Brittany. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy would wil« 
lingly- have altered this declaration, had ^ they 
lyiown haw, but they were not attended to ; and 
the king had taken fuch a hatred to fir Peter dc 
Craon, whom he laid the duke of Brittany fe« 
"creted in hts country, shat no excufes were of 
mvaiL 

There wà» a report at Mans, and in many odier 
platts of Prance, that the lady Jolande de Bar, 
queen of Arragon, and coufin-german to the king 
€£ France, had thrown into the prifons of Barce- 
lona, • knight who was unknown to her or to her 
people; and> ét>m his refufal to tell his name, 
he was thought to be ûr Peter de Craon. The 
queen of Arragon, wilhhig to pleafe the king, 
.wrote to him in the moll: friendly terms, to fay, — 
/ that on the ûhh day of July a knight, with a 

handfome' 



tcnt to erdfs thé fca j 4îhët Jite 'hbdKircifl^ it HS^tf 
dear rate, a veflcl to Utttry hîm> as fiud^ W' 
Naples. 'Having had all'our porft wcH gutlrdfed, 
lb àat no ftranger could leave thctt iHthèut ^ 
mîÔfon, and this knight Wfufing tà ïkjr who 1« * 
t^as, wt have detained 'him in prifen. Wfc VuJ^ 
pofe^ frctfn the great a(nxiety ht fheWs ifor^ iiU 
Kbcrry, that he is the knight yon ' ate fefckîng f&ri 
and on whofc accotint you have vmttento t». RM** 
thc goodnefs, therefore, toftnd hither, «'fpWflîïf 
as may t)c, forne perfons who are acquainted wife 
fir Peter de Craon for he whôfti we hold in plrfoll 
fïiall not be fet àt libei'ty uritil wt haVe healrd^froA 
you. We (hall le^rn with plcaforc thit Hit îlHtià&^ 
gerfce we have fent has been àgrteàble iô ydti%nd 
to your couttcil. ^Fay tht Hdly Spirh %tivk^j«» 
in his keeping ! Wtitteti at Pcfpignih'thcf Wîrifll 
day df July,' andTighed Joljtntfc de^fià», 'tfiétài 
of Amgoh and Majdrca, lady of -Sai*dî«îà/ 'ITié 
îbp(?rt(îtiptîon was, '« îot)tt- ^ry 'réêtubuft^kfiè 
the king of France/ 

^hk inteHtgehce fdfterttfd •fhc'hétfts'dF^âiîy, 
and the cxpedkiôn ^vls dh 'the -pbiiit éf^irlg 
broken 'off; but the 'frîeHds of êiè tfoiflftiHSfc 
thoughrthis wasian invented 'ftdty, tb pileWrtt^thè 
king advancing fufther-j arid that *'frr ï^#r -"'^ 
Cradn tva^ in danget df •no'bthet "pHfoh'thw'iirhlft 
the dukc'df Briftariy pîeaftd, ioY hte HT^l^ lft 
refuge within his duchy. The 'kkg' paid 'ife^tttStir^ 
tidn to chrs iéfcér, fiyirtg it ^ all'dctetic; "hiit&k 
^likfe of Burgundy repiicdi-^* *At 4eàîflf, 'ijiy 1cfrd> 

to 
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to ùais/fy fnj nïfcé of Arragon, ^ho has Hfritten té 
you, add to dislivcr this kiiight, if he be guiklcfs, 
GCtidc^ndto fendfome one thither j that our cotsfin 
msLj not be dtipleafed with you and with us.' 
* We aiie Veiy willing to do fo, good uncle,' faid 
tilè king, * for Î Wilh not to vex you. Let fome 
))erfi>i!sbe fcnt to Barcelona ; but Î am firnily pcr- 
ftaâcd that the traitofi Peter de Crâon, is not 
therci nor in any prifon but the duke of Brit- 
tany's palace; and I fwcar, by the faith I owe 
St. i3tenis, that one day he (hall fcvcrely pay for 
It.' 

MofMng could alter the king's opinion that fit 
Ifètr-ût Gmon was iti Brittany. The dufcc of - 
Mttauiy rtceivtd regular information of what was 
^^hAii^t and, as the king was fo much enraged 
lljgildft hhn, w* not weB fatisfied of his fecurity j 
TOT^ iatr i!hat die dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
te^ Ob weight -in l!he council, and that the party 6( 
teslDÏverfaîy, Clrffon, led the'Ifctng juft-as^ they 
pkafed. He had hiscafUes and towns mod: fMâiy 
guarded ; but, unfortunately for him, * there were 
. no towns or caftlcs he dared truft his perfon to, 
excepting Vannes, Campel, Dol, Quimperlé, 
Ermine» Quimper-corentin and Succinio. He had 
written to the knights and barons of Brittany, 
from whom he looked for fupport and advice, but 
they all diffemblcd with him, Seeing the king, 
their ^rd paramount, fo wroth againil him, and 
from his fo openly taking the part of fir Peter dc 
Craon againfl: the king and the conflablc, which 
was Tery indecent. He almofl: repented what he 
' had 



had done ; hut, his fpirit was fo lofty, he difdair 
cd to own it, and he faid to himfelf,-*-* If d 
kingi as he feems now inclined^ enter Brittai 
widi his army^ I will not, at the beginning, ma] 
any oppofition, that I may fee who are my friem 
and enemies, nor will I hurry myfelf to retaliate 
but) when he (hall think himfelf in full fecurity» 
will fall upon him, fincc there is no other way 
obtaining peace4' 

Thus did the duke counfel with himfelf, and 
times with his minifters j for he concluded that 
war with France was now inevitable. It was not ft 
however, for matters turned out otherwifc than h 
expeded, to his great advantage. The old pro 
verb fays, * He is not poor who is lucky/ Th 
duke of Brittany was wondrous fortunate at thi 
feafon, from an aftonifhing and pitiable accidci 
that befel the king of France. Nothing lefs coul 
have withdrawn from him the dangers he was flu 
rounded by, and pccmitted hhn the enjoyment < 
peasCé 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE KING, HAVING LEFT MANS TO CARRY ON 
HIS WAR AGAINST BRITTANY, IS ORDERED 
TO RETURN, BY AN UNKNOWN PERSON.— 
THIS SAME DAY, HIS MIND IS DERANGED, 
AND HE IS BROUGHT BACK TO MANS. 

TX7HEN the king of France had refided about 



^ ^ three weeks in the city of Mans, during 
which time councils were daily held, and when 
the knights were returned with the duke of Brit- 
tany's ânfwer, as you have heard ; the king faid, 
that fince he knew what to depend on, he would 
not longer ftay at Mans, for it was difpleafing and 
hurtful no him, blit advance towards the frontiers 
of Brittany, nearer this duke, who was fupporting 
the traitor, fir Peter de Craon. 

The intention of the king was to deprive the 
duke of Brittany of his duchy^ and nominate a go- 
vernor of it, until his children fhould be of age to 
have it reftored to them, but the prefent duke was 
to be driven thence ; and, this determination was 
fo firmly rooted in his mind, nothing could make 
him change it. He fet out from Mans between 
nine and ten o'clock in the morning i and the lords 
and others who had been quartered there, pre- 
pared to follow him, after they had heard mafs and 
drank a cup. He had, the evening before, feht 
for the marfhals of his army to his chamber, and 
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ordered them to have the men at arms ready by 
early morn to march to Angers j ^ for,' he added, 
' we have determined never to return from Brit- 
tany, until we (hall have deftroyed the traitors who 
give us fo much trouble.' 

The marfhals gave their orders for the army to 
march on the morrow, and aflurëd the captains 
that it was now determined upon to purfue the 
road to Brittany. The day the king left Mans 
was exceffively hot, as was to be expefted, for it 
was the middle of Auguft, when the fun is in its 
greateft force^ 

^ Vou muft know, in order perhaps to account 
truly for what followed, that the king, during his 
ftay at Mans, laboured hard and afliduoufly in the 
council, where he had but little affiftance, and 
was befide not perfeftly recovered in health. He 
had been the whole fummer feeble in body and 
mind, fcarcely eating or drinking any thing, and 
almoft daily attacked with fever, to which he was 
naturally inclined, and this was increafed by any 
contradiftion or fatigue. He fufFered much from 
the infult offered his conftable, fo that his phy- 
ficians and \incles noticed that at times his intel- 
le6ls were deranged ; but they could not do any 
thing, for he would not liften to what they pro- 
pofed, nor would he confent, on any account, to 
defer the expedition to Brittany. 

I was told that a ftrange accident happened to 
him as he was riding through the foreft of Mans, 
for which he ought to have affembled his council, 
inftead of purfuing his march farther. A man, 
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bare headed with naked feet, clothed in a jerkin of 
white ruffet, that (hewed he was more mad than 
odicrwife, ruftied out from among the trees, and 
boldly feized the reins of the king's horfe. Having 
thus flopped him, he faid, * King, ride no fur- 
ther, but return, for thou art betrayed.' This 
fpeech made fuch an impreffion on the king's 
mind, which was weak, that his underftanding 
was ihaken. 

As the man finifhed his fpeech, the men at arms 
advanced and beat him foundly on his hands, which 
ihade him drop the reins. They*fuffcred him to 
run off, without paying attention to what he had 
faid, thinking he was fome madman, for which 
they were by many afterwards greatly .blamed and 
difgraced : they ought at leaft to have arretted him, 
to have examined if he were really mad, and to 
learn why he had uttered fuch words, and whence 
he had come. Nothing, however, was done, and 
he made off by their rear, and was never after 
fecn by any who had the leaft knowledge of him. 
Thofe who were near the king's perfon heard very 
plainly the words he had fpoken. 

The king and his army paffcd on ; and it might 
be about twelve o'clock when they were clear of 
the foreft. They now entered anextenfive fandy 
plain ; and the fun was fo refplendent, and in fuch 
force, that fcarccly any could endure the heat : 
the horfes, confequently, fuffered much. There 
were none fo ufed to arms as not to complain of 
the oppreffive heat ; and the lords took different 
routes, apart from each other. The king rode by 
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himfclf, to have lefs duftj and the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy, converfing together, kept 
on his left hand, at about two acres diftance from 
him. 

The other lords, fuch as the count de la Marche, 
fir James de Bourbon, fir Charles d'Albret, fir 
Phijip d'Artois, fir Henry and fir Philip de Bar, 
fir Peter: dc Navarre, rode in different paths. 
The duke of Bourbon, the lord de Coucy, fir 
Charles d'Angers, the baron dlvry, were follow- 
ing at a gentle pace, talking together, and fome 
diftance from the king, not fufpefting the mis- 
fortune which was on the point of befalling him. 
It was raanifeftly the work of God, whofe punifli- 
ments are fevcre, to make his creatures tremble- 
Have we not fee many fimilar examples, both ia 
the Old and the New Teftament, efpecially in the 
inftance of î^ebucbadnezzar, king of the Aflyri- 
ans ? He reigned over them with fuch power, 
that nothing was fpoken of but his magnificence 
and glory; when fuddenly, in the midft of his- 
pomp, the Lord of kings, God, the Matter of 
heaven and earth, . and Creator of all things, ftruck 
him in fuch wife that he loft his fenfes and his 
kingdom. He continued for feven years in this 
deplorable ftate, living on acorns and wild fruits, 
having the tafte of a wild boar or hog. After 
this period of penitence, God reftored to him his 
fenfes and memory ; upon which he declared to 
Daniel, the fervant of the Lord, that there was 
none other god but the God of Ifrael, 
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To fpcak truly, God the Father, the Son, and 
tlie Holy Ghoft, three in name, but one in fub- 
ftance, was, is and ever will be, of as fufficienr 
power to declare his works as from the beginning, 
and one ought not, therefore, to be furprifecl at 
whatever wonderful things happen. The reafon* 
why I thus fpeak is, that a great influence from 
Heaven this day fell on the king of France, and, 
as fome fay, from his owh fault. The phyficians 
of his body, who ought to have knoWn well his 
.conftitution, declared, that confidering the weak 
ftate of his health, he ftiould not have thus ex- 
pofed himfelf to the heat of the day, but have 
rode in the cool of the mornings or evenings. 
Thofe who had advifed dtherwife were difgraced ; 
but he had been Iqng led by his n^inifters to aft juft 
as they pleafed. . 

The king rode over this fandy plain, that re- 
flefted the heat, which was rquch greater than had 
been ever before known or felt in that feafon : he 
was befides dreflTed in a jacket of black velvet that 
added to the warmth, and had only a fingle hood 
of crimfon, ornamented with a chaplet of large 
beautiful pearls the queen had prefented to him on 
his leaving her. He was followed by one of his 
pages, who had a montauban cap of polifhed fteel 
on his head that glittered in the fun, and behind 
him another page rode on horfeback, carrying a 
vermilion- coloured lance, enveloped with filk for 
the king, the head of v/hich lance was broad, 
Iharp and bright. The lord de la Riviere had 
Ijrought a dozen fuch when he laft came from 
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Touloufe, and this was one ; for he had presented 
the whole to the king, who had given three to the 
duke of Orleans, and the fame number to the 
duke of Burgundy, 

^As they were thus riding, the pages, who were 
but children, grew negligent of themfelves and 
their horfes j and the one who bore the lance fell 
afleep, and, forgetful of wh^t he had in his hand> 
let it fall on the cafque of the page before him, 
which made both the lance and cafque ring loudly. 
The king, being fo near, (the pages rode almoft 
on the heels of his horfe,) was ftartled and 
ihudderedj for he had in his mind the word?^ 
the wife man or fool had Ipoken when he feized 
his horfe's reins in the foreft of Mans, ^d fancied 
a hoft of enemies were come to flay him. 

In this diftraftion of mind, he drew his fword,^ 
and advanced on the pages, for his fenfes were 
quite gone, and imagined himfelf furrounded by 
enemies, giving blows of his fwordi indifferent 
on whom they fell, and bawled out, ^ Advance \ 
advance on thefe traitors/ The pages, feeing the 
king^ thus jvroth, took care of thçmfelves, fo^- 
they imagined they had angered him by their neg- 
ligence, and fpurred their horfes different ways. 
The duke of Orleans was not far diftant f;*om the 
king, who made up to him with his drawn fword* 
for at that moment his frenzy had deprived him of 
the means of knowing either his brother or uncles. 
The duke of Orleans, feeing him approach 
with his naked fword, grew alarmed, and, fpur- 
. ring his horfe, made off and the king after him. " 
The duke of Burgundy, hearing the cries of the 
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pages, caft hîs f yes to that quarter, and feeing 
the king purfuing his brother with his drawn 
fword, was thunderftruck, and not without reafon : 
he cried out for help, faying, — ^ My lord has loft 
his fenfes : for God's fake lay hands on him and 
then ^dded> ^ Fly, fair nephew of Orleans : fly, or 
my lord will murder you.' The duke of Orleans 
was ipuch frightened, and galloped as faft as his 
horfc could go, followed by knights and fquires. 
There were now great Ihoutings, infomuch that 
phofc at a diftancç thought they wf re hunting a 
wolf or hare, until they learnt it was the king, 
who was not himfejf. 

- -The dukiî of Orleans, however, efcaped by 
making feveral turns, and was aided by knights, 
Iquire^ and men at arms, who furroundcd the 
king, and allowed him to wafte his ftrength on 
them J for, of courfe, the morç he exerted himfelf, 
the weaker he grew, When he made a blow 
at any one knight or fquire, they fell before the 
ftroke, and[ I never heard that in this fit of madnefs 
any one was killed. Several were ftruck down by 
his blows, becaufc no one made any defence. 
At laft, when he w^s quite jaded and running down \ 
with fweatx find his horfe in a lather from fatigue, 
a Norman knight, who w^s one of his chamber^ 
lains, and muçh bçlovçd by him, called fir Wil- 
liam Martel, came behind, and caught him in his 
arms, though he had his fword fltill in his hand. 
When he was thus held, all the other lords came 
up, . and took the fword from him : he was dif- 
mounted, and gently laid on thç ground, that his 
C 4 jacket 
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jacket, might be ftripped from him, to give him 
more air and cool him. 

His three uncles and brother approached ; but 
he had loft all knowledge of them, (hewing no 
fymptoms of acquaintance or affeftion, but roUçd 
his eyes round in his head without fpeaking to any 
one. The princes of the blood were in amaze- 
ment, and knew not what to fay nor how to a'ét. 
The dukes of Berry and Burgundy at length laid, 
* We muft return to Mans, for the expedition is at 
an end for this feafon.* They di^ not then fay all 
they thought ; but they made their intentions very 
apparent to thofe who were not in their good graces, 
on their return to Paris, as I fliall relate in the 
courfe of this hiftory. 

It muft be owned, that when all things are . 
confidered, it was a great pity for a king of France, 
who is the moft noble and powerful prince in the 
world, to be thus fuddenly deprived of his fenfes. 
There could not be any remedy applied, nor any 
amendment expefted, fmce God willed it fhould 
be fo. 

Having undrefled and cooled him as gently as 
they coulH, they laid him on a litter, and carried 
him flowly to Mans. The marlhals inftandy fent 
orders for the van to return, and the whole ^rmy 
was informed there was an end to the expedition. 
To fome, the reafons were told why it was thus 
put an end to, to others not. The evening the 
king^as brought back to Mans, his phyficians were 
much occupied with him, and the princes of his 
blood in the utmoft trouble. The event was fi)oken 
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of very difFerendy : fome faid that the king, to 
ruin the kingdom of France, had been poifoned, 
or bewitched, the morning before he left Mans. 
Thefe words were fo often repeated, that they came 
to the ears of the duke of Orleans and others of the 
blood-royal. In converfation together, they faid, 
— * Do you hear, (for you muft, unlefs you Ihut your 
cars) what murmurings there are againft the king's 
minifters ? It is reported, and commonly believed, 
that he has been poifoned or bewitched : now, how 
can we know whether this has been done or not ?* 
Some made anfwer, ^ From his phyficians, for they 
muft know his habit and conftitution.' The phy- 
ficians were fent for, and moft ftrlclly examined 
by the duke of Burgundy. To this examination 
they replied, ^ that the king had, for a long rime, 
been fufferlng under this diforder ; and, knowing 
that this weaknefs of intelledt oppreflcd him 
grievoufly, it would make its appearance.' 

The duke of Burgundy told the phyficians, 
5 that in the whole of the matter they had honeftly 
acquitted themfelvcs, but that the king, from his 
great anxiety to undertake this war, would not 
liften to any advice on the fubjeft of his health. 
Curfcd be this expedition, and unhappy is it that 
ever it was propofcd, for it has been his deftru6tion ; 
and it v/ould have been better that Clifibn and his 
whole race had been murdered, than that the kins: 
had been affliâied with fuch a diforder. News of it 
will be carried every where, and, as he is now 
but a young man, we who are his uncles, and of his 
blood, who Ihould have advifcd him, fliall be much 
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blamed, though we have been no way in fault. 
Now tell us/ faid the duke, addrefling himfelf to 
the phyficians, ' were youprefent yefterday morn- 
ing at his dinner before hç mounted his horfe ?' 

Yes, injGod's name were we,' faid they. ^ An4 
what did he eat and drink ?* * So very little, that it h 
fcarcely worth mentioning ; for he fat mufing the 
whole time.' * And who was the perfon that laft 
fcrved him with liquor?' afked the duke. * That wc 
know not,' faid the phyficians -, ' for as foon as thç 
table was removed, we went away to make our- 
fclves ready for riding, but you will learn it from hi$ 
butlers or chamberlains.' Robert Tulles, a fquirç 
from Normandy, and head butler, was called. 
On his coming, he was queftioned who had fervç4 
the king with wine. He replied, * My lordsj^ 
fir Robert de Lignac' The knight was then fent 
for, and afked where he had taken the wine to fervc 
the king the morning before he mounted his horle, 
' My lords,' faid he, ' here is Robert Tulles who 
gave it me, and tafted it, as well as myfelf, in 
the king's prefence.' ^ That is true,' added Ro- 
bert Tulles ; ' and in this refpeft there (hall not 
be the fmalleft ground for fufpicions 3 for there is 
now fome of the very fame in botdes to what the 
king drank, which we will open and drink before 
you.' 

The duke of Berry then flid, — ^ We are de- 
bating here about nothing : the king is only 
poifoned or bewitched by bad advifers, but it is 
not time at prefent to talk of thefe matters. 
Let us bear the misfortune as well as we can for 
the moment.' 
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CIIAP, V. 

KING CHARLES VI. OF FRANCE, CONTINUING 

DERANGED IN MIND, IS REMOVED FROM MANS \ 

TO CREIL, ON THE OISE. THE REGENCY OF 

THE KINGDOM IS GIVEN TO THE DUKES OF 
BERRY AND BURGUNDY BY THE THREE 
ESTATES. 

/^N the conclufion of the duke of Berry's 
fpecch, the lords retired to their lodgings for 
the night; and the king's uncles ordered four 
knights of honour to fit up with the king, to 
attend him quietly, and adminifter to his wants. 
They were fir Reginald de Roye, fir Reginald dc 
Trie, the lord de Garencieres and fir William 
Martel. The lord de la Riviere, fir John le 
Mercier, Montagu, the bègue de Villaines, fir 
William des Bordes and fir Helion de Lignac, 
were ordered not to interfere in any manner of 
bufinefs until the king fliould be pcrfeftly re- 
covered. On receiving this order, they departed, 
and others took charge of the government. 

On the morrow morning the king's uncles vifited 
Him : they found him very weak, and aflced how 
he had flept? His chamberlains replied, 'Very 
little: he cannot reft.' * This is fad news,' faid 
the duke of Burgundy. All three then approached 
him ; . and by this time the duke of Orleans 
arrived, and aflced him how he was ? He made 
no anfwer, but ftared at them without recoUefting 
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who they were: Thefe lords were much ftiockcd, 
and, converfing together, faid,— ^ We need not 
ftay longer, for he is extremely ill, and we do 
him more harm than good by our prefence. 
We have ordered his chamberlains and phyficians 
to take every care of him, which of cpurfe 
they will do. Let us confider how the kingdom 
is to be governed, for a government muft fpeedily 
be provided, or all things will go ill.* f Good 
brother,' faid the duke of Burgundy to the duke 
of Berry, * it will be neceflary for us to go tc^ 
Paris, and order the king to be brought hence 
gently; for we can have him better attended 
when nearer to us than here. We will aflemble 
the whole council at Paris, and difcufs how the 
kingdom fhall be governed, and whether our fair 
nephew of Orleans be regent or we.' ' It is 
well fpoken,' replied the duke of Berry : ' let us 
confider of the beft place for the king to be re- 
moved to for the recovery of his health.' After 
fome confultation, it was determined he ftiould be 
carried, with every precaution, to the caftle of 
Creil, which has a good air, and is in a rich 
country on the river Oife. 

When this was fetded, the men at arms were 
difbanded, and orders given by the marftials for 
them to retire peaceably to their homes, without 
committing any ravages on the country ; and that, 
if fuch exccfles were indulged in, the leaders would 
be called upon to make reparation. 

The king's uncles and the chancellor of France 
fent off varlcts to the different cities and principal 
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towns in Picardy, to order the inhabitants to be 
very attentive in the guard of them, for the reafon 
that the king was indifpofcd. Thefe orders were 
obeyed. The Frénch nation was difmayed and 
concerned when it was publicly known that the 
king laboured under a frenzy. They fpoke much 
againft thofe who had advifed him to this expedi- 
tion to Brittany, and faid he had been betrayed by 
thofe who had urged him on againft the duke 
aad fir Peter de Craon. People's tongues could 
not be ftopped, for it was fo ferious a misfortune, 
it was neceflary vent ftiould be fomehow given to 
the vexation it caufed. 

The king was carried to Creil, and put under 
the care of the before named knights and his phy- 
ficians. The men at arms were difbanded, and 
iparched home. It was ftriâJy forbidden the 
queen's houfehold and all others, under pain of 
being fevercly puniflied, to mention this misfor- 
tune to the queen, who was far gone with child. 
It was concealed from her for fome time, during 
which the king was under the care of the knights 
at Creil, and his phyficians, who were giving him 
various medicines, which, however, did him litde 
good. At this time, there was a moft learned 
phyfician in France, who had not his equal any 
where, a friend of the lord de Coucy, and born 
on his lands* His name was mafter William de 
Harfeley : he had fixed his. refidence in the city of 
Laon, which he preferred to any other. On firft 
hearing of the king's illncfs and 'the caufe of it, 
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knowing, as he thought, the king's conftîtutîon, 
he faid, — * This difordcr of the king proceeds 
from the alarm in the foreft, and by inheriting too 
much of his mother's weak nerves.' Thefe words 
were carried to the lord de Coucy, at that time in 
Paris with the duke of Orleans and the king's un- 
cles. The whole of the council, and the principal 
barons and prelates of the realm, were there affem- 
bled to confult on the government of the kingdom 
during the king's illnefs, and until he fliould be 
perfeftly reftored ; and whether the duke of Or- 
leans, or his uncles, or all three (hould have the 
regency. They were upwards of fifteen' days be- 
fore they could agree : at laft, it was thought ad- 
vifable, from the youth of the duke of Orleans, 
which made him unfit to bear fo great a weight, 
that the two uncles of the king fhould govern the 
kingdom ; but that the duke of Burgundy fhould 
be the principal ; and that the duchefs of Bur- 
gundy (hould remain with the queen and be rc^» 
fpcfted as fccond to hçr in rank. 
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CHAP. VL 

THE LORD DE COUCY INTRODUCES THE GREAT 
PHYSICIAN, MASTER WILLIAM DE HARSELEY, 

TO CURE THE KING OF FRANCE. VARIOUS 

CAUSES ASSIGNED FOR THIS DISORDER. 

npHE lord de Coucy was not unmindful of 
"•^ what he had heard of matter William dc 
Harfelejr. He fpoke of him to the king's un- 
cles, and mentioned his learning and fucccfs, and 
that it would be proper he fhould try his Ikill to 
recover the king. The dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy liftened to it, and fent for him. On his ar- 
rival at Paris, he firft waited on the lord de Coucy, 
with whom he was very intimate, and he intro- 
duced him to the king's uncles, faying, ' Here s 
mafter William de Harfeley of whom I fpoke to 
you.' The two dukes received him kindly, and 
made him welcome. They then ordered him to 
vifit the king at Creil, and remain with him until 
he fhould have reftored him to healdi. Mafter 
William, in confequence of thefe orders from the 
dukes, fet out from Paris in good array, as was be- 
coming him, and arrived at Creil, where he efta- 
blifhed himfelf near the king's perfon, and took 
the lead over the other phyficians, undertaking to 
make a cure; for he faw it was to be done, fince 
the diforder was caufed by weaknefs of nerves, 
from the fudden alarm of the appearance of the 
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madman, and then by the noife from the blow on 
the page's helmet ; and he was very anxiôûs to re- 
ftore the king to health. 

News of the king of France's illnefs was carried 
far and near, and, howevef others may have been 
grieved at it,' you may fuppofe that the duke of 
Brittany and fir Peter de Craon were not much af- 
*fe£led : they foon dried their tears, for he was 
purfuing them with bitter hatred. 

Pope Boniface and his cardinals at Rortie were 
rejoiced on hearing it. They aflembled in full 
confiftory, and faid the worft of their enemies,- 
meaning the king of France, was feverely chaf- 
tifed, when God had thus deprived him of his 
fenfes ; and that this punifliment had been inflicted 
by Heaven, for having fo ftrenuoufly fupportcd 
the anti-pope of Avignon -, that this chaftifement 
fhould make him attend more to his own kingdom,- 
and that their caufe would now be better. 

The pope and cardinals at Avignon, confidcring 
the great fupport the king had given them, had 
caufe for alarm ; but they fhewed none for the ho- 
nour of the king and realm. They faid among 
themfelves, that the king was young and wilful, 
and had, by his own fault, brought on him this 
diforder ; that thofe about his pcrfon had allowed 
him to aft too much as he pkafed i and that he 
had exerted himfelf in different excefTes, a,nd by 
riding poft night and day, and had laboured un- 
reafonably, in mind and body, on matters that 
Ihould have been done by his minifters and not by 
himfelf i and that, if he had been properly and 
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foberly educated by the advice of hîs uncles, this 
unfortunate illnefs would never have happened. 

They added, that, when he was on his journey 
to Languedoc, he had promifed, on the word of a 
king, and fwore likewife on his faith, that he 
wotdd raifc a fufficient force to deftroy the anti- 
pope and his cardinals at Rome, and put an end to 
the fchifm and troubles of the church j but he had 
done nothing, and thus forfeited his oath and pro- 
mife, by which he has angered God, who, to cor- 
rcâ him, punifhes him with this rod of frenzy, 
it dierefore behoves us, when he fhall have re- 
covered his health, which may foon happen, to 
fend properly inftrudted legates to remonftrate 
with him on this breach of promife, in order thati 
.through our negled, he may not be forgetful 
of it. 

Such was £he language at Avignon between the 
Jfetpt and cardinals, who agreed that this difordef 
had been incurred by his own negligence and fault j 
but they greatly blatticd thofe of his council and 
houfehoid for hot having better attended to him. 
Marty Others, in France, did' the fame* 

In a church at Hafpres, in Hainault, dependant 
on^the abbey of Saint Vaft at Arras, lies the cano- 
nized body of Saint Aquaire, in a rich fhrine of 
fihrer. This faint is celebrated for the Cures he has 
performed on thofe affli6bed with madncfs, and on 
that account is rtiUch vifited from all parts. To 
pay due refpcét to the faint, there was made a 
figure of wax rcfeitabling the king, which was fenir 
thither with a large wax taper, and offered, with 
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much devotion, to the flirine of the faint, thafhe 
might pray to God to alleviate this cruel affliftion 
of the king. A fimilar offering was made to Saint 
Hermier in Rouais who has the reputation of 
curing madnefs, and wherever there were faints 
that were fuppofed to have efficacy, by their 
prayers to God, in fuch diforders, thither were 
fent offerings from the king, with much cere- 
mony and devotion. 

When this event was known in England, the 
king and lords were greatly concerned thereat. 
The duke of Lancafler efpecially teflified his for- 
row,. and faid to the knights near his perfon,— 
* On my faith, it is a great pity, for he Ihewed 
himfelf a man of courage, with ftrong inclina- 
tions to dô good. When I took leave of him at 
Amiens, he faid> — ^Fair coufin of Lancafter, I 
earneflly entreat you will exert yourfelf to the ut- 
moft of your power that there may be a folid 
peace between the king of England, your nephew, 
and myfelf,' and between our kingdoms : we inay 
then march a powerful army againfl this Amurat, 
who has conquered the kingdom of Armenia from 
its lawful monarch, and who intends to deftroy all 
Chriftendom, that we may exalt our faith, as we 
are bounden fo.to do.' * Now,* added the duke, 
^ there is an end to this, for he will never again 
have that confidence he before enjoyed put in 
him.' * That is true enough,' faid thofe who 
heard him, ^ and the kingdom of France fecms 
likely to fall into much trouble/ 



CHAP. 



35 



CHAP. vn. 

THE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY HUIN 
THOSE WHO HAD BEEN THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SERVANTS OF THE KING. THE DUKE OF BUR- 
GUNDY TREATS RUDELY THE CONSTABLE DE 
CLISSON. 

QUCH were the converfations of lords in dif- 
^ fcrent countries on hearing of the king of 
France's illncfs, who remained confined in the 
caftle of Greil> under the care of the four knights, 
and matter William de Harfeley, who had the folc 
management of him : none were allowed to Ipeak 
with the king, nor even enter the caftle, but fuch 
as had his permiffion, or were a£ling under his 
orders. 

At times, the dukes of Orleans and Bourbon 
came to vifit the king, and fee how he was going 
on, but the dukes of Berry and Burgundy never 
left Paris. They had not as yet made any changes 
in the government, but they fliordy intended doing 
fo in regard to many who were not in their good 
graces, from their behaviour when in power, which 
yufzs, as they thought, contradiftory and prefump- 
tuous. 

The duke of Berry faid, that Cliflbn, la Riviere, 
le Mercier and le bègue de Villaincs, had, during 
their attendance on the king in Languedoc, caufed 
his treafurer and faithful fervant Bethifac to be dif- 
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gracefully puniflicd with death, through envy and 
wickednefs ; and that, in fpite of any thing he 
could fay or do, he could never get him out of 
their hands. Let them now beware of me, for the 
time fhall come when I will repay them with the 
fame coin, and ftruck from the fame mint/ 

The duke of Burgundy and thofe attached to 
him loved no better the above-named perfons, who 
had governed the king ; for, whenever tliey wanted 
any thing at court, they were repulfed lharply 
enough, and very little done for them, of which 
they murmured and talked loudly behind their 
backs. 

The duchefs of Burgundy, who was a very un- 
forgiving and haughty lady, refided at Paris with 
the queen, and had the fupreme government of 
her and her houfehold, fo that no one was permitted 
to fpeak with the queen but through her pcr-^ 
miflion. , This lady hated with her whole heart 
fir Oliver de Cliffon, on account of the duke of 
Brittany,, who was nearly related to her. She fre- 
quently remonftrated with the duke of Burgundy, 
faying, that thofe who h^d fupported fir Oliver dc 
CliflTon againft fo potent a prince as his coufin the 
duke of Brittany were very blame-worthy. The 
duke of Burgundy was cool and prudent, and faw 
far into the ftate of affairs and their confequences : 
he wilhed not to encourage any troubles in France, 
but to keep every one in good humour as long as 
it (hould be poffible, and on this account had never 
oppofed any meafures of his late brother, Charles V. 
nor of his nephew, the prefent king. He therefore 
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replied àiMs gtnùf to his wife : * Lady, it is good at 
alL times to diflemble. The duke of Brittany, it 
is troe, is a great prince, and an overmatch for the « 
lord dc ClifFon. If I join the duke, and make rtry- / 
felf openly one of his* party, the kingdom would 
be diffartisfied, and not without reafori; for tht 
lord de Cliflbn would declare, and prove, that the 
D^hoSe hatred our coufin the duke bears him is 
for having fuppoj^ted the intercfts of France, in 
whkh we have fo large a fhare, and it is fo believed 
throughout the realm. Hitherto i have had no 
caufc whatever to incline rpe to the duke againft 
the Jord de Cliflbn, It therefore behoves me ta 
diflemble my real fentiments, if I wilh'to prcferve 
the favour of the king and country to whom I am 
bounden by every tie, which is not my cafç with * 
regard to the duke of Brittany. It has happened 
that my lord the king is indifpofcd, and in an alarm- 
ing fl:ate, a? you know : this is very ipuch againfl: 
the lord de Cliflbn, and will be hurtful to all wha^ 
advifed him to undertake this expedition, and on 
which he w^s fo obftinately bent, in f^ite of every 
'Aing my brother and myfelf could urge againfl: it. 
The rod is already prepared with which they fllaJl 
be puniflied, as you fliall fliortly witnefs or hear 
of; but have the goodnefs, at this moment,^ to. 
have a little patience. Lady, lady, there is no fea- 
ibn but what makes fome return, nor any fortune 
(t^ty nor afiîiâ:ed heart but is at tiities rejoiced, 
ilor angered minds but have their revenge. Cliflbn, 
k Riviere, Montagu, le Merçier, de Villaines, and 
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others who have afted imprdperl/ will fliortly be 
made to fuffcr for it.' * 

• With fuch converfations did the duke and du- 
chefs of Burgundy amufe thcmfclves ; and not 
many days after this laft, the dukes of Berry and 
Burgundy had a private conference. They faid, 
* it was now time to punifli thofc who had diftiOr 
noured their nephew, the king, and who had led 
him to aft according to their pleafure. We will 
begin, firft, with the conftable, for he is of the 
higheft rank and greatcft wealth : when he made 
his will a fhort time ago, on being wounded, he 
proved he had feventeen hundred thoufand franco 
in money and moveables. How the devil could 
he have amafTed fuch a fum ? for the marriage of 

■ his daughter, with our coufin, John of Brittany, 
whom he ranfomed from England, muft have coft 
him, in the whole, two hundred thoufand francs ! 
But how fliall we manage to begin on him, with 
any reafonable pretext ? for he is ftrongly fup- 
ported by our nephew, the duke of Orleans, and 
by many of the great barons of France. How- 
ever, if we can but once lay hands on him, we 
will attack him by law, and the parliament at pre- 
fent is of our party.' 

' That is true,' replied the duke of Burgundy ; 
: and the firft time he comes to me, which he 
muft do tOrmorrow on bufmefs, I will convince 
him, by the reception I give him, that he is not in 
my favour, and do you] brother of Berry, do the 
fame when he comes to you/ • That I will,' an^ 
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Sfucrtd the duke of Berry, and with thefe word* 
iiic conference ended. 

The lord de Çliflbn, who thought not but that 
he was moderately well in favour with the dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy, waited on the laft, for bu- 
finefs of his office. He had been much tei:jed by 
many knights and fquires, who were of the late 
expedition, and wanted money, for they had never 
received any thing : the chancellor of France and 
the treafurer had Cent them to the conûable to be 
paid. He came therefore one afternoon to the 
hôtel d'Artois, to remonftrate with the duke of 
Burgundy on this bufinefs, and nothing clfe, for 
he had akicady beendifmiffcd from any fliare in the 
government, 

Whejn he arrived at the hôtel d'Artois, he en- 
tered the icourt with his attendants, who were not 
numerous, and difmounted. The conftable af- 
cended the ftairs attended by only one fquire, the 
others waiting for him in the court. He found two 
of the duke's knights in the hail-, and demanded 
from them if the duke was difengaged, and if he 
Gould Ipeak with him. * Sir, we know not," re^- 
plied they ; * but will foon inform you, if you 
will wait here.' They Altered the duke's apart-? 
ment, and found him unoccupied, chatting with a 
her^d, returned from a grand feaft in Germany^ 
The knights interrupted the converfation, by fay- 
ing, * My lord, fir Oliver de Cliflbn is in the 
hall, and wifhçs to fpeak with you, if it be your 
pleafure.' * In God's name,' replied the duke^ 
^ Jet him come forward : we havp at p^cfent lei- 
D- 4 • fure 
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lure to fpcak with him, and hear what he has te^ 

fay/ One of the knights left the apartment, and 
called the conftable, faying, * Sir, come on : my 
lord fends for you/ The conftable no fooner civ- 
tered the room, than the duke changed colour, 
and repented having fcnt for hin^, although he wasf 
anxious to tell him his mind. 

The conftable took off his hood, and, bowing 
to the duke, faid, — * I am conie, m^y lord> to 
know.how to aft refpefting the payment of the 
knights and fquires who were of the late expecti-r 
tion, for my office is perpetually befieged by them j 
and, as you and my lord of Berry at prefent go- 
vern the kingdom, have the goodnefs to in- 
•*^forrn me/ 

The duke of Burgundy angrily replied,— 
* Cliffon, Cliffon, you need not trouble yourfclf 
about the ftate of France; for, witliout your 
office, it ^ill be perfeftly well governed. In an 
evil hour have you interfered in it. How tho 
devil can you have amaffed fuch a fum as feven- 
teen hundred thoufand francs, which you declared 
yourfelf to be ^offeflTed of by your will ? Neither 
my lord the king, my brother of Berry, nor my- 
felf, with all our power, •have ever been ^ble to 
colleft fuch a fum. Quit my prefence, and leave 
my houfe, and let me never fee you again ; for, if 
it. were not from regard to my own honour, Ï 
would have your other eye put out.' At thcfe 
words, the duke of Burgundy went away, leaving 
the lord de Cliffon aftonifhed. He quitted thé 
apartment, with his head funk down, and quite 
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mlmeholy, wîshout bebg attended by any one* 
Having crofTed the hall, he defcended into the 
courtj mounted his horfe^ and departed with his 
pcopk, taking a private way to his own hàtttp 
without faying a word. 



SIR OLIVER DE CLISSON, AFTER THE HARSH AN- 
. SWER OF THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, RETIRES 

TO MONTLHERY. BEING PURSUED THITHER, 

HE HAS TIME TO MAKE HIS RETREAT TO 
CHASTEAU JOSSELIN. 



'HEN the lord de Cliflbn had entered hit 



^ ^ hôtel, he formed various plans in h» own 
mind as tô his futurç conduft: he forefaw that 
very fhortly public affairs would be badly ma- 
naged, and had no one to. open his mind to on the 
llibjeft, for the duke of Orleans was at Creil: in- 
deed, had he been at Paris, he had no power to 
feve or defend him. Sufpefting, after what had 
pafled, that the duke of ^urgundy would arrcft 
him, and force his hôtel, he determined not to 
wait the event, but ordered his moft confidential 
fcrvants to pack up all he fhould want, and, in 
the evening, fct off from Paris, attended by only 
two pcrfons. 

He pafled the gate of Saint Anthony, and rode 
to Gharenton, where, crofling the Seine by the 
bridge, he continued his journey to his caftle of 
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Montlhcry, feven leagues from Paris, where hfc 
remained until he heard other news. 

The fame day the duke of Burgundy had re-r- 
buffed the conftabie, he met the duke of Berry at 
the Louvre, on the affairs of the nation. He told 
his brother of Berry how he had fpoken to fir 
Oliver de ClifTon, who anfwered, * You have well 
done. We mufl^ by fome means or other, lay 
hold of him ; for in truth, ClifTon, le Mercier, 
la Riviere and Montagu have plundred the king- 
dom ; but the time is now come when they muft 
make ample reflitutioi), and their heads ought to 
pay the forfeit alfo/ 

I know not the particular reafons, but it is a 
faft, that the day the conftable left Paris, Mon- 
tagu did the fame, and alfo by the gate of Saint 
Anthony. He took the road for Troyes in Cham- 
pagne, but faid he would not flop any where 
until he was arrived at Avignon, whither he ha4 
already fent the greater part of his wealth. He 
had left a fufficiency with his wife to niaintain her 
ftate handfomely i,for he foref^iw, fince the king 
was deprived of his fenfes, public affaijrs woul4 
go ill under th^ governipent of the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy, who never fpoke to him. 

Sir John le Mercier would have been glad to 
have done the fame, had he been able ; but he 
had been put under an arrefl, and nothing could 
come in or go out of his houfe without the know- 
ledge of his guards. What he had before laid by 
in a place of fecurity was of the greatefl fervice tQ 
him at a proper opportunity, for all thaç was l^nowii 

to 
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to be his was claimed and feizcd by the two rc^ 
gents. He was afterwards commitced a prifoncr 
to the caftle of the JLouvre, as was in like man« 
ner le bègue de Villaincs, count de Ribadco in 
Çpain. 

They fent to the hôtel of Montagu, but found 
no one, nor could they learn whither he was gone, 
and with this they were forced to be fatisfied. 
Inquiries were made if fir Oliver de Cliflbn were 
in Paris, and orders were fent to his hôtel for 
him to furrender himfclf a prifoner in the Louvre ; 
but no perfon was at his hôtel except the houfe- 
• Iteward, who could not give any intelligence con- 
cerning him. 

Two days pafled before it was known that he 
was in his caftle of Montlhery. The two dukes, 
impatient to lay hold on him, ordered inftantly 
Bar rois des Barres, fir John de Châteaumorant, 
the lord de Coucy and fir William de la Tri mou- 
ille to colledl tliree hundred lances, and faid to 
them, — ' March with this force without delay to 
Montlhery, inveft the town and caftle, and do not 
leave it until you fliall bring us Cliflbn dead or 
alive.' 

The knights obeyed, as v/as their duty, for the 
government of the kingdom was now in the hands 
of thefe two dukes, and they left Paris with their 
three hundred lances, not all at once, but in five 
feparate bodies, that their departure might be the 
lefs noticed. God, however, aflifted the con- 
ftable ; and he had fuch good friends among this 
jarfiiament, that he was punûually informed of its 

deparcure. 
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departure, and the hour h would arrive, fo that 
he had flill leifure to take proper meafures not to^ 
fuffer from it. He and his people left Montlher|^, 
and by traveDing through bye roads, over heaths^^ 
and avoiding all inclofed towns or cities, arrived 
; fafcly in Brittany, and entered his caftle caHed 
chateau Joflelin, which was well provided with àlf 
things, where he remained to wait other inteflt»r 
gence. 

Barrois des Barres and the other kni^fs pur 
their orders into execution, took pofTeffion of the 
town of Montlhery, and furrounded the caftfc. 
They remained thus one night, imagining the 
conftable was within, but he was not, as you 
have heard. On the morrow, while they were 
preparing for the aflault, the fer van ts in the caftle 
came out to know what they were about. The 
knights faid they wanted fir Oliver de Cliflbn, and 
that was the objedt of, their coming. The ferr 
vants in guard of the caftle replied, that the lonf 
de Cliflbn had left it four days ago, and ofiercd 
to open every part of it for them to feareh. The 
knights and fquires entered the caftle armed from 
head to foot, as if for inftant combat, for fear of 
being furprifed by treachery or an ambufcade. 
They, however, found that the fervants had told 
them the truth ; for they minutely fearched every 
part of it, without difcoveçing any traces of the 
lord de Cliflbn. After this, they marched away on 
their return to Parrs, when they related to thofc 
who had fcnt them all they had done. 
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CHAP. IX. 



îfiE LORD DE LA RIVIERE, THE PRINCIPAL 
MIVISTER OF THE KING OF FRANCS BEFORE 
HIS ILLNESS, IS MADS PRISONER. BY ORDERS 
OF THE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY.— 
THB DUCHESS OF BERRY INTERCEDES FOR 
HIM WITH HER LORD. 

npHE dukes of Berry and Burgundy, finding 



that the conftable had efcapcd, were much 
vexed ; while, on the contrary, the dukes of Or- 
tegas and Bourbon rejoiced at it. ^ Now,* faid 
the duke pf Burgundy, ^ he fhews by his flight 
tlutt he fulpefts us ; but, though he has fled, he is 
not yet acquitted. We will force him haflily to 
return^ or he fliall lofe every thing we can lay our 
Kaads on. Even this fliall not free him from feme 
heavy charges which only wait for trial, to prove 
him gmlty and deferving puniflimcnt. If the great, 
the powerful and the wicked be not chafl:ifcd, juf- 
tice will not be equally dealt, and the lower ranks 
and the poor will with truth be difcontented. Juf- 
(jce ought to be dealt out without difcrimination to 
all, that every one may take example.' 

Such was the difcourfe of the duke of Bur- 
gundy i but the lord de Cliflfon was fafe in his 
caftle qf JoflÈIin, in Brittany, well provided with 
every thing to defend it, and to hold out a long 
ficgc. 
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The day that Barrois des Barres returned ta 
Paris^ to tell his lords that fir Oliver de Cliflbn 
was not at Montlhery, the two dukes faid,— 

* ,Barrois, fet out to-morrow very early, and ride 
to Auneau. We have heard the lord dc la Riviere 
is there. Demand to fee him frotfi us and from ' 
the council, and manage fo that you give à, good 
account of him when we fliall require it from yotf.* 
Sit* Barrois, having promifed obedience, rode the ' 
next morning with his men at arms to AutieaYi, 
near to Chartres. It has a handfome caftle, which 
the lord de la Riviere received in marriage widi 
his wife the lady of Auneau, and he had greatly 
improved both the caftle and lands. He was much 
beloved by his vafTals, whom he treated with af^ 
feflionate care. The commifTioners fent by the 
dukes, on their arrival at Auneau, executed their 
orders on the lord de la Riviere, whom they found 
with his lady and children. He was expcfting 
fuch a meflage, for he had already fearnt that fir 
John le Mercier and the count de Ribadéo were in 
prifon, and that the conftable had fled from Mont- 
lhery to a more diftant and fecure caftle. 

Thofe who had brought him this intelligence 
faid, — ^ Sir, fave yourfelf ; for the envious, who 
at this prefcnt govern, are againft you, and fortune 
has turned with them.' To this he had replied,— 

* Here and every where elfe I am in the power of 
God : if I fly or hide, 1 fliould accufe myfelf as * 
guilty of crimes of which I feel myfelf incapable 
and innocent. God Has given me all I poflTeflTed, 
and he may take it from me whenever he pleafes : 
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to his will I fubmit. I have faithfully and loyally 
fervcd the late king, of happy memory, as well 
as the prefcnt king. My fcrviccs h^ve been well 
known to both, and they have royally rewarded 
them. I feel bold enough, from what by their 
commands I have done for the good of the king- 
dom, to Hand the judgment of the parliament of 
Paris 5 and, if they (hall find in my whole conduft 
any thing worthy of blame, let me be punilhed.* 

Such was the declaration of the lord de la Ri- 
^ vicrc to his wife and his friends, before the com- 
miffioners from the regents came to Auneau, On 
their arrival, his fervants faid, — * My lord, here 
are fuch and fuch perfons, with a large force, who 
want to enter the cattle : what do you fay ? (hall 
we open the gates?* ^ Why not?' he replied: 
* they are very welcome.' On faying this, he went 
to meet them, and received every one moft gra- 
cioufly, and in converfing together they all en- 
tered the hall of the cattle of Auneau. After î 
fhort paufe, (ir Barrois des Barres, a gallant anc 
courteous knight, with much vexation, arretted 
the lord de la Riviere, according to the orders h 
had received, which he was bound to execute. Tl* 
lord dc la Riviere held him excufed and imm- 
diately obeyed his fummons ; for he neither coii 
nor would otherwife aft by difputing it ; and t 
remained a prifoner in his own cattle of Auneau 

You may imagine his lady was in great angiii 
when (he faw fortune thus adverfe to her ld> 
and ihe ftill more dreaded the conclufion. 

The lord dc la Riviere was not long a prif<er 

in 
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in his ôwn caftlé, before he wis fent for by thoJfe 
V9ho ruled the temporality arid fpirittelity of 
France (for the perfon who figncd htmfelf pope 
Clement, held all his power* in that country through 
the good will of thefe dukes) tô P^s, where he 
was confined in the prifonfc of the LouVrc. Many 
in France were affliftcd at this, but they dared 
only fpeak of it in private. They wtre indifferent 
as to fir John le Mercier, but the lord dc lii Ri- 
viere had been courteous, debonair, and padenC in 
hearing poor people, and fuch as were not of 
rank, to attend his public audiences* If was re-f 
ported in Paris that they were tô ht beheaded i 
and it was whilpered flanderoufly, tô rum thcif 
popularity, that they had been traitors ta tHe 
:roWn, and plundered the treafury of great wealthy 
vith which they had kept up tlwir ftate, and btrilf 
loufes and fine caftles, while poor knights and 
quires, who had expofed their Bves in arms .for 
\c fervice of the realni, and fold their inhere 
tices for fubfiftence, could not obtain any pary-* 
isnts, for a long time paft, froHn fif OKvcr dd 
Qffon, the lord de k Rrviere, fir' Jôhtl fc Mer^^ 
CT, or fram Montagu, who had fled/ 
rheir numerous eneMies, who wère in gtes^ 
ffngth, declared they deferved tO' die, which- put? 
thn in great ri(k. They urgedy as a crime agatnft- 
thn, that they" had advifed die king. t!o go w , 
Ms, and thence to Brittany, and had, by poi- 
fori liquors which they ^ve him tcy drii^y 
brcght on this frenzy ; md it was cUhtently rc- 
po^ that the king's phyfici^nsj^ who had the 
\ care 
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care of his health, were not, in any way, permitted 
jpo have their willj> nor was their advice followed. 

Sp much .was faid againft thefe twoj that thç 
Jçrd de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier were 
.rc;n;ioved froitn dje Louvre and delivered over (9 
Jthc j)rovofl: of the Chatclet, and confined in the 
C9&lt of St. Anthony, under the guard of the vif- 
count d*Achy, at that tiqe the governor. On thi? 
jrçinoyal, though the common report ran that they 
fWere.to be put to death, in truth they were never 
çpndcnuiçd ; nor could thofe by whom they had 
jbeçn e,xamincd, ever in cheir cpnfciences find them 
^i|il^ of dçfith. They were, however, daily at- 
lacked by ibipe^ who faid, * Take heed to your 
fpu]^ for your bodies are already difpofed of : 
JQU are .both condemned to have yoyr heads cut 
jgE* In this diftrcffing .ftate they were kept fqr 
^ipe jtime i but the bègue de Villaines, a great 
^^ht and valiant man at arnis, from the country 
jpCJ^eftycCj. inculpated in the fame accufations, hafi 
jaot^y friends, who pleaded effeftuaUy in his favour, 
jS^d.b^ was freed from prifon with a full acquittal. 
jQn hip le;^ving the prifon, he was told by his re- 
jetions, .fir Barrois desBarrc;s and pthers, to pre- 
vpvc ,t;o Xet out for Caftille, where in future he. 
,fnuft.Jcfi(Je, on.the handfpme inheritance.he gaine^i 
his rr^armge with the çoyntefs de JRibadco. 

Hetfpllowed the advice that had been given him, 
and îipcedîly packed up all he wanted, and fet oilt 
for Caftille, leaving his two friends in prifon, and 
in daily peril of lofing their lives. All the pro- 
perty, moveable apd itpmoyeable, of J(ir John le 
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JMercîci', that was in France, and could be laid 
hold of, was confifcatcd and given to others. His 
fine hôufe^t Pont aLouvion*, in the diocefe of 
Laon, diat had coft him fuch immcnfc fums, was 
feized and given to the lord de Coucy with all its 
eftates, manors and dcpendancies. I am ignorant 
if this was done at his reqiieit, but he poflcflcd 
• it, and his heirs afterwards. 

The regents treated the lord de la Riviere very 
cruelly. They confifcated all his eftates, as well 
what had defcended to him as thofe he had pur- 
chafed, and all his moveables wherever they could 
be found. The lady, hp wife, had, however, rc- 
ferved to her ufc all tlie domain of Auneau, and 
whatever clfe ftie had inherited from her family, 
by father or mother. She had a young and gen*- 
tcel daughter, of ten years old, who had been be- 
trothed to James de Chaftillon, fon and heir to 
fir Hugh de Chaftillon, who had formerly been 
mafter of the crofs bows of France : 'he was alv 
ready in poflcflion of large eftates, and in the ex-^ 
pedarion of more» He had made feveral excur- 
fions with his intended fathej:'-in-law, the lord dc 
la Riviere j but, notwithftanding this, the regents 
would break off the intended f marriage in Ipite of 
the young man. This conneftion was put an end 
to, and he married elfewhere, according to the 
pleafure of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, and 



* Pont à Louvion,— 'it is in the MSS. Pont^Aubumen» wad 
Foot à LonnioBr if not Pont à Nouvion. There are three 
villages of that name in the eleftion of Laoo. 
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the lokl de la Trimouillc, who took the manage- 
ment t)f the bufinefs. 

The lord dc la Riviere had likewife a fon> a 
fquire, who was his heir, married to the only 
daughter of the lord de Dampmartin, who was 
not likely to have more children, and this daughter 
was his heircfs. The regents wanted likewife to 
break oiFthis marriage, and unite her more nobly i 
but the count de Dampmartin, like an honourable 
man, ftepped forward, and faid, — * That as long 
as the Ibn of the lord de la Riviere lived, his 
daughter (hould have no other hufband; and> if 
violence were ufed to fhorten his days, his daugh- 
tef Ihould remain a widow, and he would fo 
ftrongly fctde his property, that thofe who might 
wifli to gain it by fraud or othcrwife would find 
themfelves difappointed/ 

When they faw the firmnefs of the count dc 
Dampmartin^ and that he would not give up his 
fbn-in^law, they left him quiet, and the marriage 
remained good 5 but the firft I mentioned was fet 
afidc by an abfolutiôn from pope Clement, who 
was forced to give it whether he would or nor ; 
. for he had no power over the realm of France, 
but what the two dukes were pleafed to allow him. 
So gready was the church lowered and hurt by the 
difgraccful fchifm, and by the conduft of thofc 
who ought to have ruled it better. 

Many in France, and in other countries, ac- 
quitted the lord de la Riviere from all blame, but 
dieir excufing him was of no avail \ for, although 
his innocence was as clear as the day, no one dared 
£ 2 to 
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to ff cak in his sbchalf, but that GOUMgcoul f oui?g 
lady the duchefs of Berry* 

Too often had: that good tapdy caft herldlf ^rficr 
lord's feet, laying, with uplifted hands, — ^ Ah, my 
Iprd, you allow yourfclf to be fwayed ^wrongly 
^nd finftiUy, by the envious and difappoint»d, mho 
polibn your mind with tales ^ainft this vàliant 
knight, and virtuous man, the lord de la Riviere^ 
They accufe him unjuftly, and no one >dares to &^ 
a word in his defence. I wifh you therefore to 
kn^ow, that> if he be pUt to deeth, I lhall never 
lagain tafte happineis, but .remain all my ^d^^Sttn 
forrow 4nd affli6):ion. He i^, whoever may .fay 
the contrary, a moft loyal and prudent kni^t. 
Ah, my lord, you little remember the handfom^ 
fcrvices he has done you, nor the ipains and -dif^ 
ficulty he had to encounter when he* acconf^pliflicd 
our marriage. J do not fay this as , pretending to 
have been worth the trouble, for I am but a poof 
Jady in comparifon to .you.i but you, »who Jwere fo 
anxious to have me, had to deal with a hard and 
cunning lord, the late count de Foi^j, in whôfc 
wardfhip I then wasrj andi if it had ndt been for 
the perfuafive mannjsrs of the lord de k RivieSre,! 
ihould have never been your duchcfsy but fettled in 
England; for the duke of Laneafter folieited ^mc 
for the earl of Derby, and the count de -Foix in* 
clined more to him than to you- Moft dear fir, 
you ought not to be forgetful of thefe things, for 
you know what I fay is true. I therefore moA 
humbly entreat that you would have compaffion 
on the. gallant knight who fo courtcoufly.conduftc^ 

your 
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your bufinefs, în regard to mç, that he fofitr new 
riicr in life nor limb,* 

The duke of Berry, thus attacked by hii yxiunç 
and handibme wife, whom he doated upon, and 
feeling that all Ihc had faid was true, was much fof^ 
|Cncd in his hyred tq thç lord de la Riviere ; an4 
to appeafe his lady, who he fa^ was in carneft, re- 
plied,—' Lady, ^ God m;jy fave my foul, I would 
rather have paid twenty tl^ouland francs^ than that 
la Riviere flioiild have mifcondufted liimfelf to- 
wards çhç crown of Frapce. Before this indlf- 
pofition of the king, I loved him well, and con- 
sidered him as a prudent and valiant knight. Since, 
Jiowevcr, you thus anxioufly intcçeft yourfclf for 
tim, I will abate my anger s and from your en- 
treaties and folicitations he fliatt fare the better, 
I will exert my power to the utmçft, and do more 
for your prayers than if bÎ\ France united had pe- 
titionficj- nie in his behalC* 

' My lord,' ^nfwered the l^dy, ' plcafc God, 1 
lhall fee the effefts of it. You will do a good and 
charitable a£fe 5 for I believe there is not one, bcfide 
myfelf, that has fpokcn in his favour.' * You fay 
truly,' replied the duke -, V but when youfo warmly 
take up the matter, it is fully fufficicnt.' 

Thus was the duchefs conten^ted with, thç anfwers 
of the duke j ancji when he and the duke qf Bur- 
gundy, with their councils, met on the, bufîoefs, 
there was much altercation. There is^rjot a^ doubt 
but, if this virtuous lady had not interfered, he 
would have been put to death. From afFedion to 
her, it was other\yife ; and fir John le Mercier 
E 3 was 



5é 

was fortunate in being the companion of the lord 
dc la Riviere, and implicated in the fame charges, 
for they could not in confcieace have executed one 
without the other. 

Notwithftanding this delay, they did not feel 
pcifedtly fecure in prifon, for they knew they had 
many enemies, who were now in power, and angry 
(though they were forced to abide by it) that they 
had not fooner been punilhed. Sir John le Mer- 
cier, during his confinement in the Baftille, was in 
fuch continual grief and tears that he nearly loft 
his fight. " It was melancholy indeed to hear thç 
bittemefs of his lamcn^tions. 



CHAP. X. 

AFTER MANY ADJOVRNMENTS AND DELAYS, THB 
CONSTABLE DE CLIjSSON IS, BY JUDGMENT Of 
TifE COURT OF PARLIAMENT OF PARIS, BA- 
NISHED THE REALM OF FRANCE, CONDEMNEP 
TO PAY A FINE OF ONE I^UND|t|D THOV^AND 
FRANCS, AND DECLAIMED INCAPABLE OF 
HOLDING THE OFFICE OF ÇOIfSTABLE OF 
FRANCE* 

TNURTNG the confinement of the two knights 
in prilbh, where they remained upwards of a 
year, uncertain what the conclufioh woiild be, the 
Jord de Çliflfon vyas attacked every way, to degradç 
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hîs honour and deprive him of his office. They 
were more dèfirous to lay hold of him than any 
others of the late miniftry^ but he took good care 
to prevent it. He was wift in fo doing i for if he 
had been arretted, every thing was prepared for 
his execution the moment he (hould be condemned, 
lifitkout the fmalleft hope of mercy, to pleafe his 
fuiverfkry, the duke of Brittany, who had never 
4onc any good to France. 

When the regçnts found he had efcaped, they 
rcfolyed to proceed in a different manner. It was 
ordered^ that he fhould be fiunmoned by the courç 
of parliament of Paris to appear before it, and an-i 
fwcr ftich charges as (hould be made againft him, 
under pain of being diftionoured and b^ifhed from 
France, 

Commiflioners were ftnt after him into Brittany, 
by the chamber of parliament, to fummon and ar^ 
reft him. They ^quitted themfelves well, fo far 
as going into Brittany and demanding at all tha 
towns and caftles belonging to fir Oliver de CHflbn 
where he was to be found, faying, — * Wt arc fènt 
by the king and council to fpeak with my lord 
thcconftabk: tell us how we can fee him, that 
we may perform our meflage/ 

The inhabitants of the towns or caftles dependant 
on the lord de Cliflbn anfwercd, as they had been 
tutored to do, — ' Gentlemen, you are very wel- 
come : if we wanted to fpeak with our brd the 
conftable, we wouki go to fuch a plac^, where we 
Should find him without fail/ Thus were the com- , 
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inlfiioners fcnt firom town to town, afkmg after 
Oliver dc Cliflfon, but without ever finding him, or 
hayijog any other anfwcrs. At length, being tired 
of the purfuit, they returned to Paris, and related 
their ill fuccefs, and the trkks the conftable's vsd& 
fais had played them* Thofe who had aocufed bifldy 
and wiihed his condemnation, would not that hf} 
had afted otherwife, for now they fàâd, they woid4 
' have inf^t juc^ment, and he fhould be treated ac- 
cording to his deferts. 

They publicly fummoned, by order of parlia^» 
jncnt, fir Oliver de Cliflfon in^ all legal form, 
lowmg the ufual, interval bctweeji each fummonS) 
to prevent thofe attached to him from faying that; 
hatred or malice had outftripped juftice. After 
every adjournment was completed, without any in- 
telligence received from him^ and after he had been 
fummoned firft at the door of the chamber of 
parliament, then publicly at the gates and on the 
fteps of the palace, with every ufual folemnity> 
without any anfwer being returned, a moft cruel 
fentence was paffed by the court. 

He was banilhçd the kingdom of France for a 
falfe and wicked traitor to the crown, condemned 
to pay a fine of one hundred thoufand marcs of 
filver, for the extortions which he had fraudulendy 
and yrickedly committed in former times, as well 
in the office of conftable as in the exchequer and' 
elfewhere, and to be deprived for ever of the office 
pf conftable of France. 
The duke of Orleans was invited by the court to 
' ^ be 
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be prefcnt when ttds lentcncç was |>aflecf^ but' Ké 
would ikjtj and cxcufcd himfclf. The dukés ôf 
Berry and Burgundy were there, with a great , many 
of .the barons of France. 

K'ow obfervc the works of Fortune, how fînoi 
and iteady they are, when fuch a valiant and good 
knight, who had laboured fo fuccefs&IIy for the 
honour of France was thus malicioufly degraded iik 
Honour ^d hurt in his fortune. I^e was Iticky in 
iiot obeying any of the fummons, for, had* fie 
come, they would have difgracefiilly put him to 
death; ribr could the duke of Orleans have faved 
him, for, if he had interceded for him, no attei^ 
|tion would have been paid to it. You may fup^ 
pofe that the duke of Brittany and fir" Peter dc 
Craon, who were ftrongly conncdted witlî éa^ 
other, wf re much rejoicçd at this j but they were 
yexed the conftable had not borne company 
with the lord ^e la Riviere and fir John îè 
]Mcrcier. 

This fenfcnce made a great noife in France and 
elfewhere. Some pitied him, and ùid in fecret 
that he had hçcn unjuftly treated : others oppofed 
|t, faying it was fortunate he had not been lain 
hold of and hanged, for he was deferving of it* 
^ Our regents,' "they added, * who arc well ac- 
quainted with his manner of life, have not been tô 
blame in fuffering him to be thus treated. How the 
devil could he have laid by fuch a fum as a million 
and a half of florins ? It could not have been by 
conquefts in war, but from pillage and fobbery, 

and 
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and from the pay of poor knights and fcjuircs^^ a$ 
is well known at the chancery and treafury, where 
it is all written doWn. In the expedition$ to Flan-« 
dersi he raifcd and received large fums ôfmoAçy, 
as well as in that which the king made into 
knany. All the taxes for the war, and the payment 
of ihe men at arms, pafled through his hands. Hç 
paid himfelf and others as he pleafed, keeping thç 
better part, without any one darjing to fay a word 
againft it/ 

In fuçh ternis was fir Oliver de Cliflbn accufcd 
behind his back ; and the proverb fays truly, that 
• thofe whom pecçffit^ forces to fell bjve never a 
fair offer/ 

The duke of Brittany caufed it to be rupioured 
throughout his country, that whenever the dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy fliould pleafe, he could eafily 
reduce the lord dc Cliflbn to the losveft ftate ; but 
at the moment he left hirp undifturbed, to fee wh^t 
turn affairs would take, for he expeftedy from thç 
meafures then purfuin^, the lord de Çliffon muftbe 
deprived of the conftablefliip.^ 

The duke of Brittany and fir Peter c^e Çfaon 
were thus fuddenly relieved from all anxiety 
by the favour of dame Fortune, who, ever 
in motion, exalts thofe who leaft expeft it, and 
tumbles others into the dirt from the tpp of heç 
wheel. 

Sir Oliver de CliflGbn, the ,lord de la Rivrere 
and fir John le Mercier were principally accufcd 
of being the authors of the king's illneft -, and it 

was 
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was commonly reported by thofe who hated them, 
• and wifhed their death, that they had poifbned the 
king. Now*confîder how little there was in this 
charge^ or how litde probability of their attempt- 
ing fuch an aft, who were fure of being perfccutcd 
if any accident happened to the king, and of courfe 
would have been the moft eager to have prefcrvcd 
him in health. But nothing was believed which 
they urged in their defence, as you already know. 
The lord de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier 
were for a long time imprifoned in the Baftille, and 
in great .danger of being publicly beheaded. It 
would undoubtedly have been donç, if the king 
had not very opportunely recovered his health, and 
had it npt been for the ftrong and repeated inter- 
ceflions tl^e duchefs of Berry made for the lord de 
la Riviere. 

The lord de Cliflbn refided in Brittany s and a 
fevcrc warfare was kept up between him and the 
dukcy which coft many livesj as will be related 
iiereafter; 



CHAP. 



€Q 



CHAP. XI. 

KINO CHARLES RECOVERS HIS SENSES THROUGIf 
THE MERCr OF GOD3 AND THE DILiOENT 
ATTENTION OF ITIS PHYSICIAN, MASTER WIL- 
LIAj4 DÇ HARSELEY. 

^TpKÊ ^iiordetî, whicli bcfcl th<x ^îng oa his 
joi^rncy to l^ittanjr^ gready ajffçâçd all his 
iubjeâsj^ and thçy naturally felt fi)r tacir king» 
n^ho, before this illnef3| was very iH>pular witk all 
ranks. Bein^ the chief, every part' of the govcriir 
ment Aifiêred î for, in like manner, when tiit head 
of a man is fick, his other members are not pain^ 
lefe. No one ventured to talk openly of his indif- 
polition, which was concealed as much as it could 
hck Indeed, it was perfectly unknown to thç, 
queen until fhe was recovered from her lying in ; 
^d I believe this tinic flie was broqght to bed of a 
daughter. 

Mafter William 4c H[arfelcy^ who. had the king 
under .his care, refided quietly with him at Creil, 
and was very attentive to bim, \yhich gained him 
honour and profit, for by little and litde he re- 
covered for him his health. He] firft got rid of 
the fever and great heat he complained of, and 
then reftored to him his appetite, deep, and his 
recolleftion of things about him. Until he was 
ftrong enough to bear removal for change of air, 

he 
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he aUowtd him to Tide^ hunt^ .amuie himfclf 

On the newjs of the king's recorsrery being ^read 
sbtOBà, ithe Inhale kingdoai qf France was tre« 
jMied3/»dvmc]rfit,hearoly andXincerely were thankf- 
giwings^eirtd <^p to 43od ibr having ^cAm^ the 
iûi)gfto.4ii6|lûafc&and memoiy; .During ihis ^efi«- 
de^ce At^seiU .he ^ni^nded jco 'fee^the quaen and 
his ft>A: fixe *«iMiie thithcrj and brought the dmi^ 
phift. The king received them very kindly ; §gtli^ 
thus by dfgree«> .{h£ough.tbe,mjsrcy of God» was 
l^rreft^red^p .hedth^ 

MgftiT -WUli^m de HariÇe^^ feeing Mm m 
iàr ^>Vr9jt:> rwas ,in iugh fpiritSj and apt without 
MaAH)^ .foe he h^iperfprnfiedao aftqnifl)i{ig cufe« 
jfe^nowigave 4iiin up to the care of his brpth«& 
ithfi didce of .Qrk^ns, and his iinclesj j:he dukes <^ 
jBerry, ^Burgundy and 3ourbonj ikying to th^mj*^ 
' Thanks «co^G^^ the king isf now well : I deliirer 
kim tiap .10 you i but> henceforward, you muft 
iwe&tty avoid angering or vexing him, for as yet 
his nerves have not quite recovered their 'ftrength, 
though they will daily get better. Amufements 
and relaxation from the fatigues of bofinefs will be 
of fervice to him, and, above all, he muft not 
weary himfelf too much with his minifters or 
council; for his head will continue forne time 
weak and delicate, as he has been much pulled 
down ai^d fliattered by this indifpofîtion/ 

Having confulted together, they refolved to re- 
tain mafter William de Harfelcy at fuch an ample 
falary as Ihould fatisfy himj for it is the obje<5t of 
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all medical men to gain large falarles, and as much 
profit as poilible» from the lords and ladies wh6 
call for their aid. It was therefore propofed to 
him to remain with the 'king ; but he excufed him* 
lelf^ faying, * that he was old and weakly ; that 
the manner of living at court woifld not agree with 
his years, and that he muft immediately return to 
his nuriling at home/ When they faw ht was 
determined in his refufal^ they preffed him no 
fiirthcr. 

They gave him permiffion to depart, and^ on 
his taking leave, prefented him with one thotifwd 
crowns of gold, and an order for four horfes on 
the poft-mafters whenever he fliould pleafe to come 
to court* I believe he never returned; for ht 
continued in the city of Laon, where he died Very 
rich, poflcffcd of thirty thoufand £rancs. He wm 
the moft niggardly man of his time : his whole 
pleafure was amafling money, and never IpencHn^ 
a farthing at home, but eating and drinking abroad 
wherever he could. With fuch rods are phyficians 
corrcfted. 
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CHAP. xn. 



TAB TJtUCS IS PROLONGED BETWEEN FRANCI 
AND SNCLAND. — >TH£ VISCOUNT DB CHAS^ 
TELBON DOES HOMAGB FOR THE COUNTY OF 
TOIX TO THE RING OF FRANCE. 



continue thb noble and pleafant hiftorf. 



*' undertaken at the requeil and pleafure of chat 
libend ani potent prince, my very dear lord and 
patron^, Guy 4e Chaftillon, count dc Bloîs, lord of 
AveihcSj Chiinay, Beaumont, Schoenhoven and 
Tiirgow. I John Froillart, prieft and chaplain t9 
my very dear Içrd before named, and at the time 
trcafurer and canon of Chimay and Lille in Flan- 
ders, fet myfclf to work at my forge, to produce 
new and noble matter relative to the wars between 
France and England and their allies, clearly ap« 
pears from the various treaties which are of this 
date, and which excellent materials, through the 
grace of God, I fhall work upon as long as I live s 
for Ae more i labour at it, the more it delights 
xne, jlifl: as d gallant knight or fquire at arms, who 
loves his profeffion, the longer he continues it, fo 
much the more delcAable it appears. 

You have had it before related in diefe chroni- 
cles, that a truce had been agreed on for three 
years at Leulinghcn, between France and England i 
that ambaifadors from France, namely die count 
de Saint Pol and the lord dc Chateaumorant, had 
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brought the papers figned and fealed from Eng- 
land } and that^ lince then^ the lord de Chateau- 
morant and fir Taupin de C^^melle had accom^ 
panied the dukes of Lancafter and York from the 
conferences at Amiens to London^ to le^rn the 
testions of t)\eking and parliament .of ^t^ljuidj in 
j^egard , to the advances which iiad bcqo mfide at 
Amiens towards, a iolid pe^ce between tJjtc .two 
nations» fubjeft, however, to the confent of Eng- 
hfi^dj which had been re&rveçl tbe^treAl^ by the 
dukes of Lancafter and Yprk. 

7he French k^ghts had ceturaed to France^ 
for they were told nothing cbyld fdçine io 
(die m^atter until the meeting of the padijamçz^^ 
;whîçh was appointed to be hpldep at 
.xnin(t:6r at Mjchaelfx^$ : th^t then ^(he aSair 
jt^oyld be difcufTed^ and they ihould bzvt an anr 
iwer. When it was known ,m Englaçd kopr 
grievoiffly the king df France w^ affli^ed, the 
J^ii^fs was much retarded. Kevçrtliçlcfi^ .tb<5 
^ng ^ the duke of Lancafter were.defirous of 
PQice betwjeen England and France, and^ ^had it 
/d^pcqded on them, it woiild have been Qoncludcdi 
jb]Jt it fwas not ib, for the commons of ^gl^p^ 
j)rçferrçd 'wgr to peace, faying, * that wv wit^i 
J[;raf^ce ^lyas ^re beneficial to dtepi than othçr-* 
wife/ This was alfo the opinipn of Thomas dirfie 
pf Glocefter, ^couftable of .England^ who , was very 
jpHppular thfQUghqut the country. ]^e inclijped for 
^Wfu:, as did all the young men who were .anxio.us 
^iignalize themfelves .in arms^ but his brother, 
tàfi (4^ke ;Çi{ ^Lanç^fj as the oldeft^ aiid fnQ& 
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powerfulj took the lead^ and faid^ < the war had 
lafted long enough between France and England, 
and that a good peace, if properly attended to, 
wottld be very welcome to all parties, who had 
/uflered greatly from the long ftate of warfare/ 
The duke added, ' that holy Chriftendom was in 
danger fix)m Bajazet, who was in great force on 
the fiontiers of Hungary, forely oppreffing that 
country i and tf at was the proper theatre for all 
young bichelors who wifhed to try their (kill in 
arms/ 

Let us weigh well theiê words of the duke of 
Lancafter, which were offered with the bed; inten* 
Hons i for he had many rimes invaded France, and 
overrun that country with fmall gain. He had 
undergone great bodily farigue -, and, though he 
burnt and deitroyed the flat country, it Was almoft 
as foon recovered again from the damages it had 
iufiered. He faid that this war led to no good 
end, but, if continued, muft be pulhed forward 
with vigour, and the flighteft reverfe might be 
attended with the worit confequences. He like* - 
wife perceived the king was moredeûrous of peace 
than war. 

1, die author of this hiftory, know not how to 
detennine who was in the right, or who in the 
wrongs but it was faid the reafon of die duke of 
Lancafter's conduâ was that he had married his 
two daughters in Caftille and Portugal, and there- 
fere he was defirous of peace. His fon in law, 
die king of Caftille, was young, and, to prevent 
imy troubles &om lus grandees, and in order that 
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ht might rcîgn quietly, it wâs nccclTary thcït? 
âiould be fuch a peace with France as the Englifli 
could not infringe. Should they do fo, the French 
woiild inftandy fall on Caftille ; for they had free 
entrances thither, through the kingdom of Arra-. 
gon, of which the lady Jolande de Bar, a French 
woma^, was queen, and who governed that king- 
dom as well as Catalonia, or through the cbuntries 
of Bcarn and the Bafques ; for the vifcotiitt dc" 
Ghâteaubon, the heir to the late count dc Foix, 
had fworn and fealed to grant this permiflion, when 
Itquired by the king of France. 

The French had, therefore, feveral entrarfcea 
tb Caftille, without danger of oppôfition from the 
king of Navarre, who would not willin^y ariger 
his coulin-german the king of France. His bro- 
ther, fir Peter de Navarre, was befide at the court 
of France, and would inftandy fofien any difputes 
that fhould arife between the king of France and 
his brother of Navatre ; for he was a good Frendi- 
man, and never adted but for the mutual inteifeft 
of the two kings. 

The duke of Lancafter was fully at<rafe of aift the' 
confequences of war,- and frequently remonftrated 
on the fubjefk with his fon, Henry earl of Dtrby^ 
who, though young, had an undérftancfing and' 
prudence thit feemed likely to produce perfc£lion.' 
This earl of Derby had four fine fons, Henry, 
Jdin, Humphrey and Thomas, and two daugjh-' 
Écts, by Mary de Bohun^ daughter to the eari 
of Hereford and Northampton, conftable of 
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cftateSé 

^ Hie conclufion o( the matter refpeâing po^çe» 
vtbich was bag difcufTed in the parliament held ac 
Weftminfter of prektes, nobkmen and citiztn» 
fiem the cities and principal towns^ ivas^ that a| 
thicé Ihoiiid take place between England^ Fraacey 
and^ir refpeftive alliesj by feaand land> toUftr 
ùêm Michaelmas to Saint John Baptift's ^ay» wdk 
OÊké ytar longer* Thofe who had been feat by the 
king of France carried back the articles of the* 
truce properly figned and fealedi and the agréer 
iftem was well obief ved by all parties* 

The health of d>e king of France had beon fO; 
excec^Rgty weakened by his late illnei^ th^tbîft» 
council knew not to whom co apply for adviCiÇ &t 
ftrdMf phyfician who had before attendedj mafter 
Wiliîam de Harfbky» was dead* He hadj how--; 
^^^1 gi^M th^ kingi before he left him^ feyer^ 
gMd recipes whieh he had ufed, and had returned 
tib t^aris in the winter with tery good healthy cO; 
die |;reat joy of his family and the w^ole com« 
Aonalty of France^ with whom he was very popu« 
hr. 

The queen accompanied him from Creil ta 
FariSj where they refided at the hôtel de Saint 
f(A. At tknes he went fxi the Louyre, but for 
the moft part ftaid at die hotel de Samt Fob and^. 
dwing the k>ng winter nights, there were carol* 
fingSy dancings and other amuiements, in th^ pre-« 
fence of the king, queen, duchefs of Berry» 
F a duçhdâ 
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duchcfs of- Orleans and othcir ladies, wko &uf 
^afled the winter night^. 

At this feafon, the vifcount de Châteaubdn citùë 
to Paris, to do homage to the king for the county 
of Foix, which he inherited as legal heir to Gallon 
dc Foix, and which was a fief dependant on France. 
Beam is an indépendant ilate, and the lords of it 
owe fervice to none other lord but God, notwith-r 
ftanding the claims the late prince of Wales, of 
happy memory^ urged againft Gafton de Foixj 
the late lord of Béarn. The prince pretended it 
was dependant on Aqmtane, but the count de 
Foix denied the faft. To lay the truth, all thefc 
cWms of the prince were htlligated through the 
count John d'Armagnac, as has been already 
told, fo that I lhall noW pafs the matter over. 

When the vifcount de Chateaitbon, whom 
henceforward I lhall coll count de Foix, came tù 
Paris, ihe brought a coulin with him, a baftard-fon 
of the late count, called Evan de Foix, a hand- 
ibmc and accomplilhed knight, whom bis btc 
father would have willingly made his heir, with 
his brother Gracien, that was now with the king 
of Navarre; but the barons of Beam would not 
confent to it. The matter, therefore, rein^ined 
unlettled^ for the count, as you have foen, died 
fuddenly* On fir Evan bemg introduced to the 
king, he took a great lUcing to him, for he waif 
wonderfully handfome and well made; he was 
befides of the fame age with the king; and the 
affairs of the vifcount de Châteaubon were bene* 
âted by this friendlhip, a3 they were the more 
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fpeedii; coi^kidcdj The viicouitf returned home ^ 
but fir Evan remained court» and was named by 
the king one of his knights oif the bed-chamber,, 
^ith twelve çowfeça at die cj^rgç qf the crowi\. 

CHAP. xm. 

fHE KINO OP FRANCE IS IN GREAT DANGER Of 
HIS LIFE AT A MASQUED DANCE OF MEN 

DRESSED LIKE SAYAQES. POPE BONIFACE AND 

THE CARDINALS Al^ l^OME SEND A L^ARNCa 
FRIAR TQ TH^ KING^ 

NOT long after this, a marriage took place 
between a^ young fquire of Vcrmandois and 
adamfel of the queen, both of the royal houfehold. 
The court were miKh plcafed at it, and Ac king 
lefolved to keep their wedding feaft at his expenfe. 
It was held at the hotel of Saint Pol, and great 
crowds of lords attended; among whom were the 
dukes of Orleans, Berry, Burgundy, and their 
ducheiles. The wedding-day wijs paflfed in dancing 
and joy. The king entertained at fupper the 
queen » great ftate > and every one exerted him- 
ifelf toaddto the gaiety, feeing how much delighted 
the king appeared. 

. There was, m the king's houfehold, a Nx)rnifia 
fquire, called' Hugonin de Genfay, a neap relation 
of the bridegroopi, who thought of thç Mlpwing 
E 3^ pîec^- 
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piece of pleafantry t6 amufe the kiiig and ladies'* 
This marriage' was a Tuefday before Candk^ 
snas-day, and he had in the evening provided fix 
coats of linen covered with fine flaxj the colour 
of hair. He drcffed the king in one of them, 
the connt de Jouy^ a young and gallant knight, 
in another, which became him well ; fir Charles 
de Poitiers, fon of the count dc Valcntinois, had 
the third j fir Evan de Foix the fourth ; the fon of 
the lord de Nantouillct had the fifth, and a young 
knight the fixth 

When they were all thus drcffed, by havii^ the 
coats fewed round them, they appeared like fa^viges^ 
(or they were covered with hair from head to foot* 
This mafqucrade plcafcd the kipg greatly,, anc^ 
he expreffed bis plcafure to his fquirc. It was fo 
lecretly contrived that no one knew any thing of t)M} 
fnatter but the fervants who had attended on thtnn 
3ir Evan dç Foix, who fçemcd to have Hiorf^ 
foreâght of what was to happen, faid to the king,*^ 
^ Sire;, commiand ftridly that no one come heac 
^8 with torches s for, if a fpark fall on the cqati 
we are drçâ^d in, the flax will inflantly take firçji 
and we mufl inevitably be bt^iit ; take care, diere^ 
fore, of what I fay.' * Evan,* replied the king, 
? you fpeak well and wifely, and youi; advicç 
Ihall be attended to/. He then iorb^ his krm 
ymts to follow^ and, iending for ope of the ftt^ 



• In thp Hi^ry of France l^y yillarct, thçfe mafken were, 
•îe^rthc king,i.fi!H^guc8 de Gui(rai4<^e cointe de Joigni,-^ 
^ jinar4.de Pbidefs, fon of thc,^ount dc Valentinois,— le 

de Foa,~Jean de NantouUku 
^ jeant? 



jeants at arms that waited at the doors of the 
apartments^ faid to him^-rr.^ Qo to the room where 
the ladies are^ and command^ the king's name, 
^t all the torches be placed on one fide of ic ^ 
and that |io perfon come near fix &Y4gç V^CJ\ 
^ho are ^bout to enter/ 

The ferjeant did as he had been ordered by the 
}dng, and the torch be^ers withdrew on ooç fide | 
^lod no oi^e apj)roached (he d^^icers, fo long ^ the 
lavages ftaid in the room. The apartment was 
jpow clear of all bu; ladiesj damfcls> and kpighty 
fquireSt wl^o were dancing with them. Sooq 
after, the duke of Orleans entered, attended by 
four knights^ and fix torches, ignorant of the 
çrders that had been givçç, and of the entrance 
of the lavages. He firfl: ifiokcd at the dançing, 
.9n4 (hen ;ook part himfelf, juft ^s the king of 
Fran/^ Qiade his appearance, with five others 
^^Â4 lifl^e favagesj and covered with fiax, tp 
rcprefajt hair from l\ead to foot. Not oîjç pçrfon 
in the company knew them ; and they were all 
fattened together, while the king led them d;ancing. 
On their entiance, every ope was fo <M{cupied in 
examining them^ tlut the Oj^der$ the. torches 
were forgotten. The kb^ v{hg> was the leader, 
^rtunately for him, quitted them:^ to. fiiew himfelf 
to the ladies, as was hatura\ his youth, and, 
paffing by the queen, placed hii^felf near the 
duchefi of Berry, who^ though his aunt, was the 
youngçft^ pf. the company. Thjf ^chc^ amufed 
^erfelf' in t^ing with him, and çndcayouring to 
^d oujD who. hç was -, but the Idng, rifing up 
F 4 from 
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from his feat, would not difcovcr himfelf. The 
duchefs faidj ^ You fhall not efcapç thus, for I 
will know your name,* 

At thW moment^ a'moft unfortunate accident 
befel the others, through the youthful gûety of 
the duke of Qrlçans, who, if he had forefeexi (hie 
xnifchief he was about to caufe, it i^ to be pre^ 
fumed would npt, fi>r any conflderadon, have fo 
•fted. He was yery inquifitive in examining 
them, to find out who they were j and, as the fiye 
were dicing, he took one of the torches from 
his fervants, and, holding it too near their drefles^^ 
fct them on fire. Flax, you know, is infrantlr in 
a blaze, and the pitch, with which the cloth hac| 
been covered tô ^aften the flax, added to the 
impoflibility of extinj^ifling it. They were like*? 
wife chained together, and their cries were dread^ 
fill ; for, the firé was fo librong, fbarcely any dared 
(approach, Some knights indeçd did dieir utmoft 
to difeogage ^m, but the pitch burnt their hand$ 
▼ery fevcrcly} aqd they TufFcred a long lime 
aftierwards from iu 

One of the five, Nantoiiillct, recoUeâed that the 
buttery was near, brdlçe the chain, and, Ôyîng 
thither, flung himfelf into a large tub of water 
which was there, for wafliing diflies ancl pïateai» 
This faved him, or he would have bçen burnt tio 
death like the others ; bjit he was withal ibme tinie 
very ill. V^hen the queen heard the caufe of 
^e cries, flie was alarmed lèfl: the king ihoukl 
|be hurt, for he had told her he would be one of tlie 
and in her fright fainted and fell down : her 
- ladies 
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Wics and knights haftened to her aflfiflance ; and^ the 
çonfufion was fo great, no one knew what to do. 
The duchefs of Berry faved the king by chrowing 
die train of her robe over him, and detaining him, 
for he wanted to quit her. * Where are you gouig, 
faid ihe : ^ do not you fee your companions are in 
ft blaze ? Who are you ? for it is not now a time to 
keep it fecrct. He. then named himlclf, faying, 

• I am the king/ ' Ah, my lord,' replied the 
duchefs, ^ put on quickly another drefs, and Ihcw 
yourfclf to the queen, for flie is very much diftrcffed 
about you.' 

The king, on this left the room, and, having 
^rown afide his mummery, drcifed himfelf as 
^ as he could, and returned to the queen, who 
liad been much comforted by the duchefs of Berry. 
When the king had quitted her, (he went to the 
dueep and faid, ^ Madam, do not be alarmed for 
iflie Kf^^: you will fhordy fee him, for I have 
been jalking with him.' As fhe faid this, the 
kihg appeared, and the queen trembled for joy : 
Ihe was carried by her knights to her chamberi 
Where t|i^ king attended and comforted her. 

The baftardof Foix, when on fire, cried aloud, 

* Save the king^ fayc the king !' who indeed was 
faved in the manner I have related. It was the 
providence of God that infpircd him to leave his 
bompaniops and convcrfe with the ladicg, for, 
had he remained with them, he muft inevitably 
have been burqt to death. 

This terrible accident happened about twelve 
. ..o'clock at night, in the bail-room, at the hoiel de 

Saint 
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Saint Pol, and it was a rooft melancholy fpcôaclc. 
Of the four that were on fire, two died on the 
ïpot : the other two, the baftard of Fouç and thç 
count de Jouy, were carried to their hotclsj^ 
died two days afterward in great agonies.. 

Thus unfortunately did t\\t wedding-feaft fiuj^ 
although the married couple could no way Jpc 
blatncd. The duke of Orleans was djtom in, faultj, 
who certainly intended not any harm when Iv&held 
t(ic torch fo near them. His giddincfs çaufed it i 
and, when he witncfled how unlucky he. had becn^ 
he (aid aloud,-^-' Liften to me all tt^at; can hear me. 
Let no one be blamed for this unfortunate accident 
but myfelf : what has been done Y(as through mry 
fault : but woe is me that it has happened ; and, had 
I fbrefçen the confequenceç, nothing on earth ibou^ 
have induced me to do it./ The duke then ifi^r 
lowed the king, and made, his excuies, yhich 
were accepted. This melancholy event happened 
on the Tuefday before Candlemas-çve, in the yçar 
of grace 1392: it made a great noife in Franc^ 
and in other countries. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy weçc aot 
prefcnt when the mâîkers were- fet on fire, but were, 
at their own hotels, having tal^en leave of the kbg» 
queen and ladies. When on the morrow, it be- 
came public in Paris, the people w.ondered greatlyj^^ 
and faid that God had a fecopd. time Ihewn his kind 
providence to the king, and that he ought no^ 
to put afide thefe childifli things, and occupy 
himfelf more ferioufly; for that he had too long 
played the boy, which was unbecqmipg a king 
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of France. The commonalty murmured among 
themfclvcs, and faid,— * What a narrow efcape 
the king has had ! if he had been burnt like the 
odiers» which might eafilyhave happened, what 
would have become of his uncles ? They may be 
affiled not one of them would have efcajped deaths 
nor any knight found in Paris.' 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, hearing of 
div language^ were aftopilhed and alarmed, and 
not without caufe. They mounted their horfes, 
and rode to the hôtel de Saint Pol to the king^ 
and congratulated him on his efcape. They found 
jbim itill frightened, for he had not yer recovered 
|h€ fcnfe of the peril he had been in the preceding 
nii^# He told them his fair aunt of Berry had 
jS^ired him from being burnt, but that he was ex- 
^cçdingly grieved for the melancholy end of the 
count dc Jouy, fir Evan de Foix and fir Charles 
4e Poitiers. His uncles confoled him, faying,—- 
f My lord, what is done cannot be recovered : 
y<Hi muil; forget their deadis, and render thanks to 
God fqr thç miraculous efcape you yourfelf have 
hg|d for this event might have been nearly the 
death of^ the kingdom as well as your own. You 
may eafily imagine what would have been the con^ 
fequences, when the commons of Paris hole! fuch 
language as has been reported to us ; and God 
knows, that if you had periflied, they would have 
murdered us aU.. Make yoyrfelf ready to go in 
royai ftate, fuitablc to your rank, and ride in pil- 
grimage to thç church of Nôtre Dame, and fhew 

yourfelf 
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yourfejf to your people : we wiJI accompany you, 
' for the citizens of Parb arc very dcfirpus to fee 
you/ 

The king replied, he would do as they had ad- 
vifed, and then entered into converfation with his 
brother the duke of Qrle^s, whom ' he much 
loved. His uncles rpccived the duke kindly^ 
l)laming him a little for the youthftil trick he had 
played. It fepmed he was not dlfpleafcd at their 
ïcébure, and 4cçlared he never intended or faC. 
|)eâ;ed he "v^as doing wrong. 

On die point of nine o'clock, the khig- and bi^ 
attendants mounted their hoifes, and rode ti|irougI^ 
Paris frppi the hôtel de ^aint Pùl^ to the church . 
of Notre Dame, to appeafc the people, whç wera 
in great commotion, where he heard mafi» ami 
made his offerings. He then returned' to the hdcel^ 
de Ssunt Pol witl^ his lords, who dined there. 

This accident was by degrees forgotten, and ob^, 
fequics, prayers and alms were made for the dead. 
Ah, count Gafton de Foix ! Jjiadft thou been aliyi^^ 
and heard of the cruel death of this thy favourite 
Ibn, thou wouldft have bef n fadly grieved, for . 
thou didft love him much, and I know not how 
thou wouldft have been confbled. All the lordl 
and ladies in France, when they heard of this acr. 
çident, were Ihocked and grieved. 

But you muft know, that pope Boniface and 
his cardinals at Rome were well pleafed when they 
learnt the news, becaufe the king was contrary to 
their interefts. They faid among themfelyes, i9 

a con- 
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a cDnfîftoiy, that it was a fécond punifhment fenc 
byGod» to make him take warning, for having 
iiipportcd the anti-pope of Avignon, Robert dc 
GeùevCi who was falfe, proud and prefumptuous, 
^pà had never done one good aft in his whole life, 
hue hâà deceived the world. The pope ând caf<- 
(tinals refolved to fend in a fecrct mâriner and 
without pomp, a learned friar <o the king of France, 
wcU ifîftruâed how to fpeak and preach, to at-^ 
tempt to bring him and the French nation b'ack 
to the way of falvation. They maintained, that 
be. was now gone aftray, and that being the greateft 
ki^g in Chriftendom, the church ought to be en-* 
lightened and fupported by him more than by 
any other. 

They fcledcd a devout and fenfible man, whom 
they ordered tovgp into France j but, before Ms' 
departure* they fully ijiftruftcd him what to fay 
and jhaw to a£t. This ^was not fo quickly done, 
wr did the covoy foon arrive, for the diftance was 
|;ieat, and he had many different ftates to paû 
through. It was befide neceflary that the friar/ 
lAo was a Francifcan monk, fhould know if the 
kifl^ of Fraoce were willing to fee him before he 
&tout. , 
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CttAP. XIV. 

THE DUCHESS OF BSklLY SUPPORTS THÈ LOKD t>l^ 
LA RIVIERE, IN OPPOSITION TO THE DUCfitESS' 
OF BURGUNDY. 

\X7E will return to Ac afiàîrs ôf Francé, and 
fgy how they *efc going on. Nôtwith- 
Handing the king's recovery, the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy did not dellft from their attempts 
to ruin that valiant and prudent knight^ thé lord 
de la Riviere. He and fir John le Mercier were 
ftiU confined in the Baftille of Saint Anthony, m- 
dcr the care of the vifcount d*Achy ; and it was 
current through Parisi that they would be put to 
death, infomuch that it was daily expeéted they 
would be delivered over to die provdft of die 
Chatclet, and when once this was done nodung 
could prevent them from being publicly beheaded 
as traitors to the crown of France. From the îç^ 
formation I then bad, I am convinced their cxc* 
cution would have taken place, had not the grace 
of God been 'fliewn them, and the duchcfs of 
Berry exerted herfelf fo much. This good lad]^ 
was inceflant in her entreaties for la Riviere, who 
had carried her to France and concluded her mar* 
jiage, but not without great difficulty, with the 
duke of Berry. Sir John le Mercier was therefore 
fortunate in his ficuation to (hare the benefits of 

her 
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her exertions. She frequently, with tears, adr 
drcfTed her lord, faying, * that he was inftigated 
by the malicious and envious infinuations of the 
enemies of la Riviere to keep him fo long in 
pnfon, and confifcate fiis Inheritance. Ah, my 
lord> you make him a very ungrateful return for 
all the pains he took in bringing about our mar- 
riage, when you thus confcnt to his deûruôion» 
At leaft, if you take his property, fpare his lifcji 
for, if he be executed for the charges that arc fo 
unjuIUy made againft him, I fhall never again èn^ 
joy happineis. My lord, I do not fay this from 
any feigned motive, but I really feel that it will 
weigh moft heavily on my mind. I therefore 
pray God you will take proper meafures for his 
deliverance.' 

The duke perceiving fhe was in earneft, and 
that her arguments were good, abated greatly his 
hatred to the lord de la Riviere, who would fooner 
have obtained his liberty ; but they were defirous. 
of putting to death fir John le Mercier, and they 
could not punifh one without the other. This 
fir J(rfm le Mercier had wept fo long in prifon, 
chat he had almofi: loft his eye-fight. 

Had the duchefs of Burgundy been liftened to 
diey would have fufFered a difgraceful and public 
dcaîth, without hopes of mercy, for flie hated 
them becaufe they had, with fir Oliver de Cliflbn, 
advifed the king of France to make the expedition 
into Brittany, to deftroy her coufin the duke. She 
Ikid, that Cliflbn, le Mercier anfd la Riviere were 
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the caufc of the king's illnefs, which would nevef 
have happened, had they not perfuaded him to un- 
dertake the war againft Brittany. 

You muft know, that although the king was 
now in a tolerably good ffeate of mental and bodily 
health, the dukes of Berry and Burgundy did not 
rcfign the government of the kingdom $ and, as 
they had all the weight, they determined to have 
the profit alfo. To this end, they plaCed oilly 
their creatures about the king's pcrfon, who was 
but a king in name, for the two dukes took on 
themfelves to manage whatever concerned the 
realm. The duchefs of Orleans was not ^lealecf 
that the duchefs of Burgundy ûiovlà liavc rank 
fécond to the queen. She loved honours, and fdd 
to thofe in her confidence, — ' The duchefs of 
Burgundy has no right to take precedence of me : 
I am nearer the crown of France than Ihe is, for 
my lord is brother to the king. It may fo hap- 
pen that he fhall be king; and, as I then muft 
be queen, I know no rcafon why flie is thus eager 
of honours that are not belonging to her and to 
place me behind her.' 

We will for a while leave thefc ladies, and 
{peak of fome changes in France, and of fir Oliver 
de Cliflbn, and of the manner in which he was 
treated. 
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CHAP. XV. 



THX LORD DB COUCY REFUSES TO ACCEPT THt 
SWORD OF CONSTABLE IN THE ROOM OF CLIS-* 

SON. THE DUKES OF BERRY AND BURGUNDY 

. INVEST THE LORD PHILIP d'aRTOIS, COUNT 
D'EU^ with it, in CONSIDERATION OF HIS 
MARRIAGE WITH THE LADY MARY OF BERRYj 
WIDOW OF THE LORD LOUIS DE BLOIS. 

\70U have before heard that the conftable was 



fummoned publicly by the parliament of 
Paris^ after an adjournment of fifteen days be^ 
twcen each fummons» and how commiffioners were 
fcnt m purfuit of him to Brittony, but in vain, 
for he concealed himfelf from them» Had they 
been able to have fpoken to him, they would have 
ferved him perfonally with the orders of the court, 
and laid hands on him, according to the inftruc- 
ûons they had received. 

When, on their return, they Had given an ac- 
count of their miffion to the parliament, it was 
determined by the court and lords of parliament,, 
that fir Oliver de ClifTon, conflable of France, 
had forfeited the proteftion of the court, and 
fhould be banifhed France, and deprived of all 
offices and pofTeffions he held within that king- 
dom for that he had contumacioufly rcfufed obe- 
dience to the fummons of the great chamber. 
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though fcalcd with their feal, and alfo had rcfufed 
to fend back his fword of office. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, with their 
councils, who all hated the conftable, and wiflied 
his ruin, faid they would provide a remedy ; for 
the office of conftable was fo noble, and of fuch 
weight, it could not long remain vacant, for fear 
of accidents that might happen. 

The lord de Coucy was thought the moft pro- 
per perfon to fill it i but he exctifed himfelfi and 
refufed pofitively to accept of it, though he fhould 
be forced to leave France. When they faw he 
was determined, they looked elfewhere. At this 
rime, a treaty of marriage was in agitation be- 
tween the lord Philip d'Artojs and the young, 
countefs de Dunois, the widow of the lord Jjouii 
de Blois, and the king of France was well inclined 
t^at this marriage with his coufm fhould take 
place, but the duke of Berry rcfufed his confent ^ 
jfor the county of Eu is but of fmall value, ia 
comparifon of what (he was entitled to from her^ 
firft union, and he looked to marry her more 
nobly. To fay the truth, the countefs was, for 
beauty and goodnefs, and every thing belonging 
to a noble. lady, worthy of the higheft rank. 

The duke of Berry, however, was unwilling to 
' anger the king of France, v^ho knew well that he 
wai folicited by many perfons^for the hand of his 
daughter: anjong whom were the young duke of 
lyorraine, the count d'Armagnac, ançi the ddcft? 
fon of the count de Foix and de Beam. The 
king was averft to all thefe propofals, and faid 
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to fhedttke of Bcriy,— * Fair unde of Beny, we 
are not willing that our coufin, your daughter^ 
ibould be fettled at a diftance from the fleurs de 
lis, Wc will provide a marriage for her, thatf 
ihall be fuitablc in all refpefts. Wc fee her with^ 
plcafure near us ; and it beconlcth her not to leave 
her mother-in-law, as they are nearly of the fame 
agc.*^ Thefe words and others cooled the dukeV 
iiitendons^ of ntarrying his daughter otherwife tHan> 
as it pieafed the king, who leant to his coufin, the? 
lord Philip d'Artois. He was a young and gal* 
lant knighr, and had acquired great renown in 
armsj^ in the different expeditions he had made, 
* wcU^ near home as beyond fea, and was alfo' 
ifauch in the favour of the knights and fquires of 
Frtnce. 

The diflces of Berry and Burgundy agreed, that 
if: the kiiig would give to their coufin of Artois* 
the office of conftable of France, which was now 
vacant, from the fentcnce againft fir Oliver de 
Clxflfon, the marriage with the lady Mary fliould 
take place ; for, in cafe he were conftable, he 
wotild be wealthy enough to keep a becoming 
ftatd. They refolved to fpcak to the king on this 
fiilyefl:, which they did, as follows : * My lord, 
your council recommends that our coufin, the 
lord Philip d*Artois, count d'Eu, be invefted with 
the office of conftable of France -, for Cliffon, by 
the fentence of your judges in parliament, has 
forfeited it, end the office cannot longer be vacant 
^Aottt great prejudice to the realm. You are 
bouAdtey at^ weU as ourfelves^ to affift our coufin 
G 2 çf 
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of Artois, for he is rtry nearly relattcd to us by 
blood; and^ fince fuch an ofEce is vacant, we 
cannot better fill it than by fir Philip d'Artois, 
for he will ably and loyally execute it, and is much 
beloved by every knight and fquire, being with- 
out envy or avarice/ 

This fpeech was very agreeable to the king, 
who gaily replied, that he would think of it, 
and, if the office was to be difpofcd of, he would 
rather the count d*Eu had it than any other. 
Things remained fome time in this ftate ; but the 
king was continually folicited by his uncles, who 
were defirous of advancing fu- Philip d'Artois, and; 
degrading fir Oliver de Cliflbn j for the duke of 
Berry hated him for the death of Bethifac, and 
the duke of Burgundy for his oppofition to the 
duke of Brittany j but the duchefs of Burgundy 
was yet more inveterate againft him than her 
lord. 

The king at length gave his aflcnt, on condition- 
the duke of Berry gave him his daughter. But,1 
before matters had proceeded thus far, in order 
to avoid difgufting the king, and to fatisfy the^ 
duke of Orleans, who ftrongly fupported the lord 
de CliflTon, fir William des Bordes, fir William 
Martel, both knights of the king's chamber, and- 
fir Philip de Savoifis, knight to the duke of Berry, 
were again fent to Brittany, to fpeak with fir 
Oliver dc Cliflbn in the king's name. 

Thefe knights, having made their preparations, 
took their road through Angers, where they met 
the queen of Jerufalcm and John of Brittany, who 
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handfomely entertained them, in honour of the 
the king* They remained at Angers two dayS) 
stnd inquired where they could find the lord de 
Cliâbnj for they had a very courteous meflage to 
deliver to him from the king alone, who had or- 
dered them to fpeak with him. They replied, 
that they had not any pofitive intelligence where 
he was ; but they fuppofed he muft be in one of 
liis caftles in Brittany : that he did not conftandy 
remain in any one, but moved from one to another. 

At their departure, the knights took leave of 
the queen, her fon Charles, prince of Tarentum, 
and John of Brittany, count de Penthievre, and 
continued their journey to Rennes; The duke of 
• Brittany had fhut himfelf up with his ^uchefs in 
Vannes, without making any excuriions abroad 
for fear of ambufcadcs, and meeting his adverfary 
Ctiflbn, as they were carrying on a murderous 
war againft each other. When their parties met, 
mercy was fliewn by neither, and the field was 
gained by the death of their opponents : if, there- 
fore, he felt alarmed, he had caufe for it j for, 
although the duke was fovereign of the country, 
riierc was not a knight or fquire that would bear 
arms againft the lord de Cliflbn. They diflcmbled 
with the duke, faying^ the quarrel did not! any 
way concern them, and ftaid at home without 
interfering. This the duke was forced to put up 
with, 

When the knights arrived at -Rennes, they afked 
where riiey çould for certain find fir Oliver dc 
Clillqn, but no. one could pofitively anfwer them* 
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^ey rcfblved to ride to château Joffelin, and 
were wcH received by the vaflals of fir Oliver, 
out of refpeét to the king of France. They in* 
quired after their lord, and where they could fcè 
him, for* they were fent by the king and the dukè 
of Orleans to fpeak with hftn. They either would 
not, or could not give them any fatisfafbory ac- 
count ; but faid, in excufe foi- themfelves and fir 
Oliver, — ^ Certainly, my lords, not one of us 
knows where to find him : to-day he is at one 
place, to-morrow at another. You may fiifely ride 
all over Brittany, fince you come from the kin^ j 
^and all the caftles and hôufes of our lord will be 
thrown open to you.* 

Perceiving they could not obtain any further 
information, they left chateau Joflelin, and rode to 
all thé caftles, both great and fmall, of the lord 
de Cliflbn, but without learning any thing more. 
They then waited on the duke and ^duchefs at 
Vannes, who gave them a hearty welcome ; but 
they only ftaid half a day with them, without dif- 
covering the objeft of their fecret million, nor 
was the. duke very inquifitive about their coming. 
They did not fee fir Peter Craon.^ On taking 
leave of the duke* and duchcfs, they fet out on 
their return to Paris to the king and lords, who 
were expefting them. 

' They gave ah account to the kmg and the duke 
of Orleans, of having vifited all the towns and 
caftles of the lord de Cliflbn without feeing or 
gaining any certam intelligence of him. The 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy were pleafed at 
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iiearing tJiisj and would not have wifhed it othcr^ 
wife. 

Shortly afterward^ the marriage was confumf 
flatted between the lord Philip d'Artois and the 
lady M|iry of Berry. He was appointed con- 
fiable of France, to epjoy all the privileges and 
emoluments of that office, although fir Oliver dé 
Cfiflon had not refigned it nor fent back his fword 
of office. He perfifted that he was ftill conftablc, 
for that he had never done any thing againft the 
king or crown of France that could have dc- 
firived him of it. Things^ therefore, remained 
ia this ftate. 



CHAP. XVI. 

THE COKSTABLE DE CLISSOK, DURING HIS AB- 
SENCE FROM FRANCE, WAGES WAR ON THE 
DUKE OF BRITTANY. 

OIR Oliver de ClilTon was foon informed that the 
^ Count d'Eu was nominated conftable of France, 
and was to do the duty and receive the profits 
from the date of his appointment^ with the confcnt 
of the king of France, and that he had married the 
daughter of the duke of Berry, widow of lord Lewis 
of Blois. To all this he was perfeftly indifferent, for 
he felt that his loyalty and4ionour were as firm 
M ever, and that he had never done any thing ta 
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forfeit cither againft the king or crown of France,^ 
but that all thcfe proceedings originated in the 
hatred and malice of the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, which were fo great that they could not 
conceal them; 

This determined the lord de Cliflbn to continue 
his war with prudence and vigour againft the duke 
of Brittany, It was fevere and bloody, for neither 
party, when they met, made a fham of fighting, 
but killed each other without mercy. The lord 
de Cliflbn rode frequently from one of his caftks 
to another, and laid more ambufcades than the 
duke, finding himfelf fupcrior in numbers to op- 
pofe him. None of the Breton chivalry ^oûld 
interfere by bearing arms on either fide 5 but, when 
the duke fcnt for them, they came to know what 
he wanted. He demanded from them aid and ad- 
vice to corredl his v^flal, fir Oliver de Cliflbn, wha 
had greatly mifbehaved himfelf towards him. The 
barons of Brittany, fuch as the vifcount de Rohan, 
the lord de Dînant, fir Hermea.de Lyon, and 
many more, excufcd themfelves, faying, they were 
uninterefted in this quarrel, and would not there- 
fore bear arms againft the lord de Cliflbn j but 
that they would heartily labour to mediate between 
the dui^e aod him, if they knew how, or Ikw any 
probability of eftablifhing peace between them. 

The duke feeing he could no way prevail on them 
to join him, and that in this warfare he was lofing 
more men than the lord de Cliflbn, confented to 
fend the above-named barons to treat with him, and 
bring him, under fafç paflports, to Yanoes, that 

they 



dicy might confer together. They were to add^ 
that he would find him courteous and well inclined 
to liften to any reafonable terms ; and» if he had 
treated him with contempt^ he would make fudi 
reparations as thofe he addreffed Ihould diink 
proper. 

The knights willingly undertook the miffion» for 
the fake of doing good, and fet out in iearch of fir 
Oliver de Gliifon, whom I believe they found at 
chateau Joflclin, They told him the meflage they 
were charged with from the duke, and urged him 
ftrongly to accept of peace ; fçr a war between 
them wa? very unbecoming, difpleafing to the no- 
bles, and highly oppreflive to the lower orders in 
Brittany. ' Sir Oliver,* faid they, ' we are thus 
preiling, in the hope that you will be pleafed to 
wait on our lord -, and, for your fafety and fecure 
return, we pledge ourfelves to remain in youf 
caille of Joffelin, without ever ftirring beyond 
the gates. We imagine, that when our lord and 
you fhall confer together, you will very fpeedily 
fetde your differences, for we left him with the 
beft intentions towards you/ 

To this fpeech, fir Oliver replied, — * My good 
firs, what advantage can my death be to you ? Do 
you think I know not the duke of Brittany ? Moll 
certainly I do ; and he is too haughty and revenge- 
ful, whatever he may have afTured you relative to 
my fecurity and fafe return, not to refolve the mo- 
ment I fhall be in his prefence to have me put to 
death, in fpite of his promifes to you ; and, if I 
be killed, your fate will be the fame, for my people 
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9^0 of courfc retaliate on you. It is, therefore^ 
mudi better we run not fuch rifks. I will guatxi 
myfelf well againft him ; and let him, if he plcJafe^ 
fdo the fanae/ 

^ Fair coufin,' replied fir Charles, de Di^tant^ 
* you may fay what you pleafe^ we have not fcenf 
him fhcw^ny wifli to have you killed, if he colild 
converfe with you in the manner we have pro- 
pofed, but, oh the contrary, the ftrongcft defir^ 
to accommodate all matters of difpute.. Wc 
therefore, for him and for ourfelves, beg you will 
confcnt to it/ 

Sir Oliver anfwered, — ^ I believe firmly, that 
you wifli me every good -, but, on the fecurity he 
offers through you, I will not advance one ftcp. 
However, fince you are all fo earnefl: in the bu- 
jinefs, for which it behoves me to thank you, I 
will mention on what terms I will come to him 5 
and you fliall, if they be agreeable to you, carry 
them back as my final anfwcr. On your return, 
you will tell the duke, that I will not accept other 
.pledge for my fafety than hjs only fon, who is be- 
trothed to a princefs of France. Let him fend him 
Jiither to remain under the guard of my men^' in 
' chateau Joflclin, until I be returned, and I will then 
fet out to wait on him. -This mode is more agree* 
able to me than any other, and alfo more rea- 
foaable -, for were you to remain here as hoftages, 
as you offer, who would there be to negotiate the 
treaty ? or who would be the mediators between 
us ? and how, without your interference, ihaU wc 
ever come to an agreement 

When 
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'When the three barons fawhe WAS dctcrmincdr» 
tbey took leave of the lord de CliiTon, and return^ 
ed to Vannes, to relate to the duke what fir OliTcr 
had faid. In regard to fending his fon co château 
Jofielin, the duke abfolutely refufed^ and the war 
condnued on the fame footing as before, fo that no 
merchants çr others dared to travel through the 
country. AH commerce was at a ftand in Brittanf, 
which was feverely felt in the cities and large towns « 
even the labourers in husbandry were alfoin a ftate 
of idlenefs. 

The duchefs of Burgundy aflifted her coufin as 
tnuch as (he could with men at arms from Bur- 
gundy and elfewhere, for the duke could not pre"- 
vail on his fubjcfts to take part in the war, and die 
knights and fquires, excepting thofe of his houfe- 
hold, diflfembled their opinions. 

On the other hand, the duke of Orleans, who 
was attached to the conftablc, fupported him un- 
derhand, and fent him men at arms and good 
courfers to re-mount his men. Sir Oliver made 
more frequent excurfions than the duke, and it 
happened that he met with two of the duke^s 
fquires who were going on his bufinefs: one of 
théin was called Bernard, and the other Yvonnct : 
they could neither fly nor avoid falling into fir 
Oliver's hands, who was rejoiced at it, for he was 
well acquainted with them. One had in former 
times done him a fervîce, the other the contrary, 
which he then recoUefted. They were much 
frightened at being thus caught, and fir Oliver ad« 
drcfied themj<«* Doit thou remember^ Yvonnee^ 
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%cm' craelly thou behaïAdfl: to me in the caftie 
of Ermine^ near Vannes, when thôudidfi: Ihut me 
i]p in a dungeon. Thou, Bernard, then hadft 
pity on me, and pulling off* thy coat, becaufe I 
was only in my doublet and lying on the pave* 
snent, gaveft it me, to cover me from the cold^ I 
•jwill now return that fricndlhip, by fpa^ing thy lile j 
l^ut as &>f thi$ wicked traitor, Yvonnet, who might 
fcave avoided, if he plcafed, the cryislty of his con^ 
duft, he fhall fufFcr/ Atthctfe words, he drew his 
dagger, and flew him on the fpot. Hç then con* 
itimijed his courfe without touching the fervants. 

Another time, fir Oliver de Çliflbn, with abomt 
ihree hundred lances, was riding before the caftlf 
•of Auray, in which were the duke and duchel$. 
He met about forty of the duke's varlets, who 
Jiad tied their horfes to trees, for it was near Mid- 
fummer, and, having cut fome hay, were trufling 
it up to carry, like foragers, to their lodgings. 
Sir Oliver galloped among them, without other 
harm than the fright he put them to, and faid,^ 
* How dare you take the field, and carry away tjic 
harveft of the farmers ? You have not Ibwn çhis, 
and are cutting it before it is ripe : you have be- 
gun your harveft too foon. Come take up your 
icythes, and mount your horfes : for this time I 
will do you no hariti 5 but go and tell the duke of 
Brittany, who I know is in Auray, to cqi|^ hither^ 
or fend his men to receive me ; and that Cliflbn 
informs him he will remain here until fun-fet.' 

The varlets were happy in their efcape, for they 
thought they fliould all be killed^ therefore they « 
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99 

When diis was fixed, great preparations ^ttt 
made for the reception of the king in Abbeville i 
and the abbey of Saint Peter, as being a liargc and 
handfome edifice of the benediâine monks, was 
chofen for his lodgings. Thither came the king 
of France, accompanied by his brother, the' <}ukc 
of Orleans, and fir Reginald dé Corbie chan-^ 
cellor of France. The dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, with the other commiffioners, were at Bou- 
logne, and the duke of Lancafi:er and his company, 
at Calais. 

It was a handfome fiiow to fee the ftate and 
array of the French and Englifli commiffioners, 
when they opened the conferences at Leulinghen, 
between Boulogne and Calais. There were tents 
and pavilions erefted for them to take refrcfh- 
ments, or fleep in on occafion 5 and two or three 
days in thè week the commiffioners met, and were 
frequendy nine hours difcufiing the preliminanes 
for a peace, in a large and handfome pavilion that 
had been pitched for their aflcmbling in. 

It was told me, (for I John Froiflart, the writer 
of this hiftory, was at Abbeville, that I might 
learn the truth of what was pafling) by thofe who 
were well informed, that after the procurations 
from the two kings had been verified as to the 
commiffioners' powers of concluding a peace, the 



* I imagine this muft be a miftake, though the MSS. are the 
ikme ; for Pierre de Giac was chancellor after fir Miles des Dor* 
mans* and died 1407. Anvaad dc COrbie fucceeded him, and 
died 1413.— -Hbitavlt* 
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French propofed that Calais fliould be fo demo* 
lifted, as that it conld never again be made ha- 
bitable. The dukes of Lancafter and Glocefter 
inftantly anfwered, that they needed not have made 
this propofition, for that Calais would be the very 
laft town the crown of England would part with j . 
and that if they intended this as a bafis for treating, 
there was an end to the bufinefs, for they wouU 
not hear further on the fubjeft. The dukes of 
Berry and Burgundy, perceiving their coufins of 
England fo determined, dropped the matter, fof 
they found it would be vain to prefs it, and dif- 
courfed on other topics. 

The Englifli, for a long time, demanded refti- 
tution of every thing that had been yielded to tlie 
lite king Edward, and, in addition to thefe 
territories, the balance of the ranfom that had been 
due when the war was renewed between France and 
England. This was refifted ftrenuoufly by the 
French dukes, who argued themfelves, and by 
their learned clerks, on the unreafonablenefs of 
die demand. The two dukes and tht chancellor 
of France replied with temper, — * that with re- 
gard' to the firft demand, that the whole of the 
territory that had been yielded to king Edward 
Ihould be reftored, it was impoffible ; for the in- 
habitants of the towns, caftles and lands, which 
had been afligned to England by the treaty of 
BVetigny, and afterwards confirmed at Calais, in 
the year 1360, were too adverfe to fuch reftora- 
don s and the king of France, to whom they had 
vblùntarily furrendered themfelves^ had, in con- 
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Tcquencf, accepted their homage, granted them 
l^otcftion, and fuch other privileges, on his royal 
Avord, as could not be broken ; and that, if they 
*ifhed for peace, they muft offer other preli- 
minaries. 

It Was then refolved, between the four dukes, 
on whom it folely depended, whether there fhould 
be peace or war, that each party fliould reduce to 
writing their different grounds of treating, and mu- 
tually deliver them to each other, to confider of 
them at their leifure, with their clerks, learned in 
the laws, who had accompanied them, and deter- 
mine on what parts they could agree lo, and what 
would not be accepted. This was affented to by 
alii for the dukes were before much fatigued in 
hearing the various papers read and difcufled: 
more efpecially the Englifh commifîioners ; for, as 
it w^s carried on in French, they were not fo well 
ufed to the ftneflfe and double meanings of that 
language as the natives, who turned and twifted it 
to their own advantage at pleafure. The Englifh 
oppofed this, for they wifhed every thing to be 
made clear and intelligible to every one. 

The French accufed the Englifh of having, at 
various times, infringed the articles of the peace, 
and offered to prove it by written documents, and 
the word of their king, as well as by the judg- 
ment of the popci This made the Englifh more 
diligent to have every thing made out plaih j and,^ . 
whenever they found any thing obfcure in the pro*^' 
pofals that had been given them from the French 
commiflioncrs, which they examined carefully and 
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ktfcifure, thcy made their clerks demand froôi At 
iukcs of Berry and Burgundjr how they under- 
ftood fuch exprelTions; for the Englifli dukes 
would not pafs over an article that had the leail: 
tendency to a double meaning ; and whatever they 
iid not clearly underftand they had crafed in their 
J>refence, declaring they would not allow of any 
thing that could bear a mifconftruftion, for that 
the French, who had been from their youth trained 
to fuch things, were more fubtle than the Englifh* 

So many difficultifcS greatly lengthened the con- 
ferences i and the Ehglifli held thcmfclves obliged 
to demand reftitution of all the lands defendant 
Aquitaine) and their profits fihce thé commence- 
ment of the Wari as they had been charged to do 
by the parliament of England. This the French 
would not agree to : they were willing, indeed, to 
ifield the countries of Tarbes, Bigorre, Agen and 
the Agenoisi with Perigord, byt declared they 
would never reftore Cahors, Rouergue, Quercy 
wd Limoufin, nor give up any part of Ponthieu 
er Guines more than the Engliih poiTefTed at the 
prefcnt moment. 

On thefe grounds things reihaincd: they ftood 
out for upwards of fifteen days, and only came to 
the conclufion that it fliould be laid before the two 
kings : to forward the bufmefs, the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy offered to fct out for Abbeville, tO 
ipform the king of France of all that had pafled i 
and, if he would acquiefce in the Englifli propofals^ 
l^y would not oppofe them« They entreated, on 
H 2 Ûi^ 
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é\è other hand» their coirfuis to write to king 
Richard; and. amicably let him know what they 
bad done ; for he had^ for two years paftr Ihewa 
the taoft anxious defirc for peace between Eng- 
landi France and all their allies. 

The two dukes promifed compliance j but yoU' 
muft know, as I was well informed, the duke of 
Gloceller was more difficult to perfuade than hit 
brother, and he had been purpofely chofen hi» 
colleague, by thofe who preferred war to peace, 
becaufe they knew he would not aflent to any 
^ing that was in the leaft dilhonourable to hiflK 
country. 

The four dukes then feparated in a moft friendly^ 
manner, having been nine days in conference. The 
Englifli conimilTioners returned to Calais, and the 
French to Boulogne, whence they fet out for Ab-» 
beviUe. They found there the king of France^ 
who was amufing himfclf, he having taken a= 
liking to the place. There is fcarccly any city in 
France more pleafantly fituated; and within it is a- 
handfome inclofed garden, partly furrounded by 
the river Somme, in which the king fpent muchi 
of his time, and often fupped there, telling his 
brother and council that the air of Abbeville had' 
done his health great good. 
^ At this time, Léon king of Armenia was with- 
the king of France: he was juft come from 
Greece and the frontiers of his own kingdom, 
into which he dared not venture ; for the Turks- 
had conquered, and kept poffeffion of it. af 
well as other places, in defiance of the world, 
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excepting the ftrong town of Cohich*, lîtuîatcé on 
the fca-fhorc^ which the Gepocfc had ftrbngly 
garrifoqed and guarded againft the Turks i for, if 
they had poflcffion of this place, they would gricV* 
oufly harafs by fca the Cypriotes, and o^er Chrif- 
tians of Rhodes and Çandia. 

The king of Ar^nenia would gladly havç fecn k 
peace concluded between France and England, 
(hat fuch knights and fquires ^ wifhed for deeds of 
arms mi^ht travel to Greece^ an^ affift hifn in the 
fccovery of hi§ kingdom. The king received 
kindly his two uncles at Abbeville, and made thçm 
good cheer, He afked how the treaty was going 
on, and hov( they were thcmfelves. They having 
|*elated to him the true ftate of affairs, and how all 
had palTed, he was well contented, and tcftified 
^is joy add wifhes for peace. 

In like manner, the two Englifh dukes, on their 
4irr^Yal at Calais, had written to the king of Eng* 
land ^he demands and anfwers made to them', 
^^hich^ being fealcd, were forwarded to him. In 
j-eply to which,, the king had defirçdi |hey would 
proceed in the treaty, for the w?r hac^ iaftçd long 
jpnough, to the ruin of the country ,^ a(\d thç flaugh- 
ter of chivalry, and the great weakçning of Chrif* 
^endom* *.This might,^ 1^ added, * haveferious 
.frpnibquf nces -, for Bajazot with his Turks werè 
^yançing towards the kingdom of Hungary, and 
'Vrerc upw iâ Waljachia, as letters to France and 
^,ngl^ bad brought information/ 

• Çoxdch. The MSS. have Cpurch^ 
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The tîme was now come for the return of the 
four dukes and commiflioners to the renewal of 
thç conferences at Leulinghen. With the French 
lords came the l^ing of Armenia, to remonftratc 
with the Engliftx on his diftrefling fituation: he 
w^s well known to the duke of Glocefter, when he 
had yifitcd England during the threatened invafion 
from France, who had flicwn him many civilities^ 
Snd carried him tq a beautiful caftje he ha4 
J^flcx called Plf fliy. The dukes of Lancafter and 
Glocefter receivpd him well, particularly the laft^ 
pn. account of forn^çr acquaintance. They pa-» 
licntly liftcned to all his grievances, and replied fq 
gracjouAy that he was well contented with them. 
At thefe conferences many different propofals were 
made; and the cardinal dc Luna*, in hopes of 
being heard by the commiflipners, had made 4 
Jong ftay at Abbcyillc, whither he had been fent 
as legate by pope Clement for the afiairs of the 
church, I^e wa3 lodged at the convent of the 
Cordeliers, oi^ the river Somme. The Frcncl^ 
wanted |o infcrt in their preliminaries fome articleit 
relative to the church and to the fupport of thi$ 
Robcft de Qenevc, who ftiled hïmfelf pope : but 
when the Epgli^h duliLCs obferved this, they ftcp- 
- ped forward i with courage, faying to their coufihsi 
pf Fr^ce^— ^ Take away this legate : we want 
pot to hear |iis fpeeches : it has not been wi^QVt 



* The cardinal de Loua, an ÂrragpipâaA» was anti*popQ after 
the death of Clemen^, under the name pf Benedid XIU. ^ 
^prc of l^s (ijirbulçnt lifç in ^v^atori^ d^c« 
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fully weighing their merits that we have determined 
which of the popes to obey. We dcfire, there- 
fore, not to hear any thing on this fubjedt i and, 
Ihould he again come forward under your pro- 
teûion, we will brçak up the conference and-rc- 
Uirn home/ 

From this time, nothing more was faid of the 
carding, who remained quiet in Abbeville, The 
lords now pufhed forward the treaty with fuclx 
fucccfs that it was brought to a happy conclufion, 
and to the fatisfadlion of all parties. 

The four dukes faw their refpeûive kings were 
anxious for peace, more efpecially the king of 
France, who, when the duke of Lancafter had 
taken leave of him at Amiens during the former 
Conferences;^ had feid, — ^ Fair coufin, I beg you 
to exert yourfelf that there may be a folid peace 
between my brother of England and me, that 
We may aflift our coufin the king of Hungary 
againft Bajazet, who is fo powerful in Turkey/ 

The duke of Lancafter had promifed the king 
to do his utmoft j and indeed it was through his 
remonftrance$ with his nephew, king Richard, 
Kis brothers, and the parliament, that the con- 
ference% were renewed at Lpulinghen, ta eftabli(h 
a pcac^ if poflible, to tjbc honour of England, 
The duke of Glocefter was ti^uch colder in the 
matter, and carefully noticed all thç contenrious 
fjpeeçhes of the French, faying, the French alwayi^ 
'wiflied tQ fight; wi^h bpth hands.. He made fa 
ilrong an oppofition, that the adverfe party per^ 
çciving it, fcnt a fquire of honour, and of diQ 
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bed chamber and council of the king of France, 
to the duke : his name was Robert rHermite y 
and this is what he faid, for the duke related to 
xne the words at his caftle of Plelhy. ^My lord»* 
for the love of God do not longer oppofe a peace. 
You fee how diligent our lords of France are in 
promoting it, and it will be charity in you to join 
them, for the war has lafted too long ; and, when 
kings wifli for peace, their relations and fubjeéls 
ought to obey/ ^Robert, Robert,* replied the, 
duke of Glocefter, ' I wilh not to prevent a peaces 
but you Frenchmen ufe fuch fpecious words, be- 
yond our underftanding, that, when you will, you 
may urge them as fignifying wa-r or peace as you 
lhall choofe. In this manner has the bufineft 
hitherto been conduced, diflembling always until 
you have gained your end. If my lord, the king, 
had believed[ me, and the majority of thofe who 
are bound to ftrvc him, there never would have 
been peace with France, until you had reftored to 
us all you have taken ihrough treacherous caufes, 
as is known to God, and to all who will fearch 
into the bufincfs. But, fince my lord inclines to 
peace, you are in the right to prefs it Torward: 
itisjuft that we Ihould alfo approve of it, and 
fince peacç is fo much wiflied for are we herç 
afîembled : let it, however, be well kept on your. 
<îde, as it fliall be on ours/ On faying this, the 
duke of Glocefter went away. Robert rHermite^ 
at the fame time^ took his leave, and returned to 
his countrymen. I will not protradt the fubjeflt 

longer 
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longer, but come to the conclufion, as the matter 
requires it. 

The four dukes, having full powers from their- 
rcfpeftive monarchs, to conclude a truce or peace, 
continued their conferences with fuch fucceis, that 
the report in Abbeville was current of a peace 
having been made between France, Eitgland and 
and their allies. But I, the author of this hiftory, 
who at the time rcfided in Abbeville, to leani 
news, could never underftand that a peace had 
been concluded: only the truce had been pro- 
longed for four years, on fea and land, bctwecqt 
9II the parties. It was imagined th^t, before the 
expiration of this term, all the territories and lordr 
Ihips in Languedoc, that were to revert to ithc* 
kings of England and their heirs for ever, woi}I4 
be furrendered to king Richard, or to his com- 
piiffioners. 

In return for the giving up fo many towns^ 
çaftles and lordihips, which had been agreed to by 
the commiflioners for peace, the dukes of Lai^r 
cafter and Glocefter engaged that theif captains, of 
whatever nation they might be, who held poiTcfSoa 
of different forts in France, that were to revert to 
the king of France, fliould evacuate them, and 
ceafe from carrying on any war under the name 
and pretext of the king of England or the Englilh. 
All die articles of the truce were fairly written 
9% figned and fealed by the different lords, and 
copies of them fent to the two kings, before they 
parted, at Leulinghen. 

The 
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The king of England was vtry impatient to 
hear of peace being concluded, and his uncles, 
knowing this^ determined to fend him ai> ç^prefs^ 
Dirith the news; they called to them ^ herald^ 
liamcd Marche, who was king at arms in pnglànçljt 
larni wrote to the king by him thç whole.detail of 
D^hat ha^ been agreed on^ and fîgned by poth par-r 
tieSt The herald was rejoiced to receivç thefe 
ïçttçrs from the dukes, ^d, leaving the Englilh 
teiits, rode to Calais, where he hired ^ fUhing- 
bos^l;, and, by (he grace of God, a favourable 
wipd, and the cxfsrtions of the fifliérmen, was 
^cdily landed at Dover; He then continued his 
journey yntil he came to London, where fbunc} 
king. On his arrival, he wasi introduced into 
the kii)g'$ çh^mbçr, becaufe he was come fron^ 
Calais, where the king's uncles were negotiating ^ 
peace. He prçfented his letters; and the kingj^ 
haying peruied them, was fo well pleafed with 
their contents, and the good news he had brought 
that he gave hip ve.ry rich gifts, and a handfomç 
annuity, as the hcfûd told me afterwards whci\ 
riding with him through part of England* 
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CHAP. xvra. 

fmi TRIATY OP PEACE IS KEARtY BROKBM Off 
BY POPS BONIFACE^ AKD BY THE KINO OP 
^RAMCE RELAPSINQ INTO HIS FORMER ILt« 
K£SS« 

LET US return to the commîflîoncrs from France 
and England at L^ulinghen. When thqr 
|>Ieaied they Hvcd in tents, which were prepared 
for diem in great numbers and magnificence. 
The Englilh were very attentive to the verification 
of the different papers^ that nothing obfeure or 
doubtful might remain. They eifemined every 
paper, and had every expreffionmade clear before 
diey figned them. 

From an event that happened, the negotiationa 
which had taken up fo much time were near being 
broken oflf; I will fay what it was ; for in matters 
of hiftory every thing fhould be detailed, that 
the truth may be more apparent. You have 
heard that the king çf France had made a long 
ftay at Abbeville : he took plcafure in the place» 
but his ftay was prolonged on accoimt of the treaty 
that was going forward at Lculinghen. 

Juft at the conclufion of the treaty, the dukes of 
Lancafter and Glocefter declared it was the inten- 
tion ofkbg Richard and the parliament, that pope 
Bonifac?", who was acknowledged for the true 
pope by the Romans, Germans, Hungarians, 
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lombards, Venetians, Englifli, and by all ChriP- 
tcndom except France, fliould be received as fuch„ 
and the perfon who ftiled himfdf pope Clement 
be degraded and condemned. This propofalj^ 
(he two dukes faid, they had been fpeci^Goll^ 
ordered jo make by xhc threç cftates of Eng-» 
Jand. 

When the dukes of Berry and Burgundy heard 
this, to pleafe their coufins of England, and to. 
prevent the treaty from being ânfieçruptcd, tbçf 
defîred» in a friendly way, to have a little ôcie 
fo confider what they ha^d propofed. t^ing 
graintedi they confulted together y and thôd^jç of 
J^gondy eloquently and prudently an^fwere^ as. 
içjlows, to foften the matter to the Englifli duk<»-^ 

* It does not feem to us any way proper that 
we Ibould intermix with ou^ negqtiatbns the dif* 
pute between the two popes. My brother .o^ 
ftçrry zxïd myfelf are foçiewhat furprifed how you- - 
çoul4 have propofcd it, for at the beginning o|ii)e 
conferences you objedted to the prefencc of the - 
cardinal de Luna, who is now at Abbeville as le^ <- 
gate^ from the pope, ^nd refufed to hear any things 
ht had to fay. We had before determined that^ 
when the cardinals cledled Urban for pope, andt^ 
on his death Boniface, the eleâions virere null, for 
no one cither from your country or ours lyas fura-! - 
IQonedta them ; and the eleftion of him; who calh ^ 
hia^fdf Clement and refides at Avignon is, from 
the fame caufe, in the like predicament. We da - 
not deny that it would be great charity in thofe 
who could attend to ix^ to ftppeafe and put a^x end 
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to this fchîfittîn the church. But, m regard w 
ourfelves, we muft refer the matter to the univav 
fity of Paris ; and, when all our bufinefs here (hall 
be concluded by a folid peace, we will, in con- 
jtméHon with the council of our coufm the king;^ of 
Germany, willingly attend to this matter, as yott 
may do on your fide.* 

This reply of the duke of Burgundy was agree- 
able to the Englilh dukes, for it feemcd reafoi!:-^ 
able, and they anfwered, * You have well fpokcn^ 
kl the matter now reft, and be as you fay/ The 
negotiations were going on as well as before ; but 
there &11 out, juft at the conclufion, a great hm^ 
drance by the king of France relapfing into die 
fttne frenzy by which he was afflifted in the pre* 
ceding year. He had remained at Abbeville until^ 
near Midfummcr, at the abbey of Saint Peter,* 
poifing his time in a variety of amufemcnts, Thfe 
firft that noticed his relapfe was a Norman knight^ 
called fir William Martel, who was employed the' 
tnoft about the king's perfon. 

The dukes of Berry , and Burgundy were at tte 
time at Leulinghen or Boulogne, bringing the con-- 
fcrence to a clofc, or at Icaft finiihing all that could' 
be done this year. The moment the duke of* 
Orleans perceived the ftate of the king's healdri- 
he fenc information to his uncles by a favouritt^ 
fquire- of his own, called Boniface, an agreeabkr 
man. The two dukes, on hearing this un&itu*- 
riate intelligence^ let out as (peedily as they couM i 
they had already taken leave of their coufintef* 
Bngkndj wfaawcre returned to Calais to wtit^fbr^ 
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ioformadon from the king, of Navarre and thtf 
duke of Brittany. 

It had been propofed at the conferences^ that as* 
the caftle of Cherbourg in Normandy, had been 
mortgaged to the king of England for fixty thou- 
fand nobles, who in confequence had poflèflionj xc 
, ihoiild be rçftorcd to the king of Navarre, on tbà ^ 
l^ing of France repaying the fixty thoufand no-? 
bles I and in like manner was the caftle of BteR to 
be furrendercd to the duke of Brittany* The dukes 
of Berry and Burgundy did not wait for the coii- 
clufion of thefe two articles, buthaftenedto Abbe^ 
ville, where, to their forrow, they found the king 
in a very poor flate of health. 

The king^s diforder was kept fccrct as long at 
pôflîble, but in fuch cafes it is very foon publicly 
known. 

The court at Abbeville was Ihortly difperfcd, 
and every one retired to his home. Councib 
were holden as to the proper place the king fbould 
be conveyed to, and in refpeft to his management* 
The cafUe pf Creil was again fixed on for his rcfi- 
dence, whither he was carried in a litter. The 
weather was now fo hot, that they refled the day 
and only travelled the night feafon : the king was 
attended to Creil by his brother and the duke of 
Berry. The duke of Burgundy went to Artois^ 
and thence vifited Flanders, having met his duchefs . 
at the caftle of Hedin. 

The lord de la Riviere and fir John le Mercier 
iêemed entirely forgotten : no one fpoke of thcm^ 
Ufa iatcffered in their deUvery irom prifon.^ Tins 
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wlapfc of the Idng had, however, greariy cxcti-. 
pated them from the accufations of having been 
thecaufe of his firft illnefs in the eyes of the pub- 
lic. The wifeft in France had now learnt, that 
from the weakncfs of his nerves, he was naturally 
inclined to this diforder, which had been brouglu: 
forward with greater force from the excefles he had, 
indulged in. It was much regretted by thofe who 
wilhed his recovery that matter William de Harfc- 
ley was no more, for his relatives knew not where 
^ to feck a prudent phyfician that was acquainted 
^xh his diforder. It was, however, a matter of 
ncceffity to make the bçft ufe of fuch as they 
had. 

CHAP. XIX. 

THE DEATH OF POPE CLEMENT AT AVIGNON*— 
. THE ELECTION OF POPE BENEDICT.— A LEARNEU 
CLERK, JN THE ARCHBISHOPRICK OF RHEIMS, 
SUPPORTS THE RIGHT OF THE SEE OF AVIGNON, 
MY HIS SPEECHES AND PREACHINGS. 

TN the month of September, of this year, 
Robert dc Geneve, whom we have called pope* 
ia Qur hiftory, died at his palace in Avignon*. 
It happened to him juft as he had wiflied, that he. 
might die pope. He died indeed with the honpur 
aad ftate I have mentioned, but whether be en- 
joyed 
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joyed ûitfé wrongMy ùt not, t ffiatf riot prctçlSf 
to determine, for fuch matters do not belong 
to me. 

The cardinals at Avignon were much ftirprifed 
at this event, and refolved to form a conclave in 
hkfte, and elect one from among themftlves as his 
fucceflbr. 

The health of the king of France was again 
beginning to return, to the great joy of all who 
loved him, and his good queen, who had been in 
great affliétion. She was a valiant lady, whom 
God corredled and loved: fhe had made many 
proceffions, and given. great alms, in hopes of his 
recovery, in feveral parts of France, but efpecially 
in Paris. 

The college of cardinals at Avignon, as I was 
then informed, eleftcd pope the cardinal legate de 
Luna. To fay the truth, he was a devout man, 
and of a contemplative life ; but they had chofen 
him fubjeft to the approbation of the king of 
France and his council, otherwife they would not 
have been able to maintain their eleélion. Coh- 
lider how much the church muft have^been de- 
graded by this fchifm, when thofe who were, or 
ought to have been free, thus fubjefted* thcm- 
felves to the will of others, whom they fliould - 
have commanded. 

AH the'folemnities required at the cbrôhàtîon of ^ 
a* pope were paid to the cardinal de Luna, ^ho 
took the name of Benedift. He oiBe'red'a general 
piairdon to all clergy who fliould come to Avignon -, 
âhd, by the advice of his cardihals^ wrôte lettéV 

to 
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Ui king of Fr^ce^ to announce his elevation to 
the papacy. 

r heard that the king paid litde attention to his 
letters for he was not yet determined whether to 
açknowledgc him for pope or no ; and, to have 
the beft advice on the occafion, he fummoned be- 
- fore him the moft learned and prudent clerks of 
the univerfity of Paris. 

Matter John Gigencourt and matter Peter 
Playons *, who were efteemed the moft learned 
and acute in the univerfity, told the king, as did 
others, that the fchifm in the church corrupted the 
Chriflian faith i that the church ought noî longer to 
be kept in this ftate, for that all Chrittendom 
fuffered from it, but more particularly churchmen ; 
and that it was unbecoming the univerfity to fend 
to pope Benedift at Avignon, lifts of thofe prietts 
who had need of briefs. The king, on hearing 
their opinions, thought them reafonable, and 
confcnted that there fliould be a ceflation of fuch 
lifts as were ufually fcnt to the pope, until the 
difputes between the two popes were fettled: 
things, therefore remained in this ftate. 

The duke of Berry, however, ftrenuoufly fup-* 
ported the new pope ; and all the clergy depen- 
dent on him acknowledged him for the true one ; 
and many of his people were provided witU 
pardons ùom this Benedid. 



• In the Mufeuoi MS. it is Gignicourt and Pierre de Lyons: 
ia nine, xJm àdk as D. Sauvage, and (be 9^ Pierre dc 
Paliont. 
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The duke and duchcfs of Burgundy, the duke ' 
of Orleans, with many other great lords of France, 
dîflembled their real opinions on the fubjeft 
to the king. Some through favour acknowledged 
Bencdiél, who was prodigal of his pardons, in 
order that the court of Avignon might thrive 
the more. 

The duke of Brittany readily enough followed 
the opinion of the king of France ; for he had 
been in former times fo fcandalized, by the in- 
formation the earl of Flanders, his coulin, had 
given him of the rebellion in the church, that he 
would never allow of Clement being the true pope, 
although his clergy paid him obedience and ac- 
knowledged him. When any of the churches in 
France became vacant, the king difpofed of them 
to clergymen, without ever fpeaking of it to pope 
Benedift, who, as well as his cardinals, was 
greatly furprifed at fuch conduft, and began to 
fear the king would deprive them of the benefices 
they held in his realm. 

They refolved, therefore; to fend a well-in- 
ftruded legate to France, to remonftrate with the 
king and council on the date of the church, and 
to learn their intentions, and likewife to affure 
them that the pope they had eledted was only 
conditionally chofen, in cafe of his proving agree- 
able to the king, but that otherwife they would 
dethrone him, and exalt another more to his 
pleafure. 

About this ' period, the friar, whom I before 
mentioned to have been fent by pope Boniface to 
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Ac king of France, but without the pomp or ftate 
of a legate, arrived at Paris, with the confcnt of 
the king, who liftened to his arguments and fer- 
mons with pleafure. The legate from Avijgnon, 
a fubtle and eloquent clerk, was heard alfo by the 
king and his court : thofe attached to the pope at 
Avignon took good care to pulh him forward, and 
contrived that he fliould have audiences often. 

It was the opinion of the council, but it wa$ 
not without great difficulty the univerfity of Paris 
fubfcribed to this opinion, that it would be a wife 
and prudent meafure, if means could be found to 
make the rival popes refign their dignities, as well 
as all the cardinals, and then feleft the moft learned 
and prudent among the clergy, from the empire 
of Germany, France, and other countries, who 
ihould form a general council, and then, without 
favour or afFeftion to any party, reftore the church 
to its former unity, difcipline and ftability» They 
declared they faw no other way of deftroying the 
fchifm i for the hearts of different lords were fo 
fwoUen with pride, each would fupport his own 
party. 

This idea, which was propofed in the prcfencc 
of the king, and the dukes of Orleans and Bur* 
gundy, in council, was approved of 5 and the king, 
having agreed to it, faid he would cheerfully write 
on the fubjeét to the kings of Germany, Bohemia, 
Hungary and England ; that he thought he could 
depend on the kings of Caftille, Navarre, Arragon, 
Sicily, Naples and Scotland, obeying whatever 
pope he Ihould acknowledge. In coofequence of 
I 2 thii 



lia 

dîis propofkiôn being adopted, the king of France 
fent off fpccial meffengcrs with letters to the kmgs 
above mentioned, but anfwcrs were not returned 
to them fo loon as expected. 
, During this interval, that learned clerk mafter 
John de Gigencourt died at the Sorbonnc. The 
kii^ of France, his court and the univcrfity were 
very forry for the lofs, as his equal was not at 
Paris, and he would have been of fingular fcrvice 
in reforming the church, and bringing about an 
union. 

At this time, there was at Avignon a clerk well 
ïkiUed in fcience, doûor of laws, and auditor o£* 
the palace : he was a native of the Archbiflioprick 
of Rheims, and called fir John de Varennes. He 
was much advanced in the church for the fervicca 
he had rendered pope Clement and others, and was 
on the point of being a bilhop or cardinal. He 
had alfo been chaplain to a cardinal, called ac 
AvignoQ Saint Peter of Luxembourg. 

This John de Varennes, beneficed and advanced 
as he was, refigned all, retaining only, for his 
fubfiftence, the canonry of our Lady at RhcimSj 
»rhich is worth, by refidence, one hundred francs ; 
etherwife not more than thirty. He quitted 
Avignon, returned to his native - country, and 
' iiKcd his abode at the village of Saint Lye, near 
.Rheims, where he led a devout life; preaching the 
iaith and works of our Lord, and praifing die 
,pope of Avignon. He declared he was the true 
pope, condemning, by his fpeeches, that of Rome. 
He wâSi much attended to, and followed by the 
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pcoplcj who came to fee him from all countries, 
lor the fobcr and holy life he led, fading daily, and 
for the fine fermons he preached. Some, hoy^evçr, 
faîd, that the cardinals at Avignon had feat hinii 
^îthcf to fupport their caufe, and to exhibit the 
holinefs of his life, which was devout enough to 
have entitled hini to be raifec} to the papacy. 

Matter John de V^rennes would not allow him^ 
felf to be called the holy iPîW of Saint Lye, but 
limply the Auditor. He lived with his mother, 
^d every day faid mafs very devoutly. Ail that 
wiw given him, for he aflced for nothing, he dfftri- 
Jjuted in alms to the glory of God. 

We will now leave him, and ipcak of other 
Witters. 



CHAP, XX. 

T»E KINO OF ENGLAND IS ADVISER TA MAKB 

A JOURNEY TO IRELAND, AND, ^A SETTLE 

OK THE DUKE OF LANCASTER,^ AND H^S 
KEIRS FOR EVER, THE DUCHY OF AQUITAINE 
WITH ALL ITS DEPENDANCIES. 

^TpHB truces that had been agreed to between 
thç. kings of France and En^îund, and 
their allies,' were well obferved on fea and land. 
There were, however, fome pillagers fttU in I^n- 
guedoc, whp came from foreign countries, fuck 
\ 3 ^ 



118 

as Gafcony, Bcarn and Germany. Sir John de 
Grailly, baftard-fon to the late captai de Buch, a 
young and expert knight, was governor of the 
ftrong caftle of Bouteville, You may fuppofc 
that the captains of fuch forts as Lourde in Bigorrc, 
on the borders of Arragon, Bouteville on the 
frontiers of Saintonge, near la Rochelle, and 
Mortaign, were forçly vexed they could no longer 
overrun the country ^nd make their accuftomcd 
pillage from the neighbouring towns. They had 
been particularly forbidden to infringe the articles 
of the truce, under pain of being feverely .pq:» 
nilhed. 

At this period, an expedition againft Ireland 
was propofcd in the Englifli council ; for, in the 
truces king Richard had agreed to with France 
and her allies, young as he was, he had referved 
Ireland from being included, as his predecefforsf 
had always claimed it as their right; and his 
grandfather, king Edward of happy memory, had 
figned himfelf king and lord of Ireland, and had 
continued his wars againft the natives notwith- 
ftanding his prefTurç from other quarters. Thie 
young knights and fcjuireç of England, eager to 
fignalize themfelves in arm^, werç rejoiced to 
learn that king Richard intended Içading a large 
power of men at arms and archers into Ireland, 
f^ld that he had declared he would not return 
thence until he fhould have finally fetdcd every 
thing to his fatisfadion. 

J It was, at the fame council, ordered, that the 
dwe of Lancafter, who in his time had laboured 
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liftrd» on fca and land, for the. augmentation , of 
the honour of England, fhould make a journey to 
Aquitaine, with five hundred men at arms and one 
thoufand archers. He was to embark at Plymouth 
or Southampton, as he pleafcd, and fail for Guy- 
enne or Aquitaine. It was the intention of king 
Richard and his council, that the duke of Lan- 
caftçr Ihould hold in perpetuity, for himfelf and 
heirs, the whole territory of Aquitaine, with all 
its Icnefchallhips and domain? in fuch manner as 
king Edward of England, his father, and the 
former dukes of Aquitaine had held them, and 
which king Richard held at this moment, with thç 
referve of homage to the kings of England. The 
duke of Lancafter was to enjoy all other rightjs, 
lordlhips and rents, which ftipulation was con- 
firmed by the king, wholly and fully, under' his 

The duke of Lancafter was very thankful for 
this magnificent gift, as he had reafon to be ; for . 
in truth the duchy of Aquitaine has wherewithal 
to enable its lord to keep a grand ftate. The 
deed which was to eftablifh this gift, having been 
properly engrofl|ed, was carefully cxaniined, and 
pafled with great deliberation of çouncilj in the 
prefence of the king, his vnclcs the dukes of 
York and Glocefter, the earis of Saii [bury, Arundel, 
and Derby (fon to the duke of Lancafter), the 
carl marlhal, the earl of Roftcllanï:*, the earls of 
^Northumberland and Nottingham, fir Thomas 
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^crcy, the lords Dcfpcncer and Beaumont, fif 
William Arundel, the archbifhops of Cantefrburjr 
and York, the bilhop of London, and of all thofe 
who were entitled to be prefent, whether prelates 
or barons. 

The duke of lancafter thanked, in the firft 
place, the king his nephew, then his brothers, 
and the barons and prelates of the counciL After 
which he began to make moft fumptuous prepa- 
rations for crofibg the fea, and taking poifeflion 
of the duchy the king had inverted him with. 

Purveyors were likewife bufy in preparing, on 
a large fcale, for the king's expedition to Ireland ; 
«nd thofe lords who were to accompany him were 
ordered to make preparations of whatever thin^ 
they might think neceflary, 
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CHAP. XXL 

DEATH or THE LADY ANNE OF BOHEMIAj^ 
QUEEN OF ENQL.AND. — THE DUKE OF .LAN* 
CASTER LANDS IN AQUITAINE, AND THB 
KIIfG OF ENGLAIfD 11^ IRELAND; 

npHE king of England and the duke of Lan^ 
cafter were daily occupied in their prepara- 
tions for leaving England, and had fent their men 
and purveyances to the different ports they were 
tQ cmbfirk from s the one to Ireland^ and the 
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echer to Aquitaine ; but their expedition wts de^ 
iayed for about twp months by an event I wiH 
now relate. 

At this period, the lady Anne, queen of Eng- 
land, fell fick, to the great diftrefs of the king 
gnd her houfehold. Her diforder increafcd fo ra^ 
pidly that fhe departed this life on the feafts of 
Whitfuntide, in the year of grace 1394. Thr 
king and all .who loved her were greatly afflifted 
at her death. She was buried in the cathcdr^ 
phurch of London ♦ ; but her obfequies werç per- 
^rmed at leifure, for the king would have theni 
magnificently done. Abundance of wax was fertt 
for fix)m Flanders to make flambeaux and torches, 
^d the illumination was fo grc^t on the day of 
the ceremony that nothing was ever feen like to it 
before, not at the burial of the good queen Phi- 
Jippa nor of any other. 

The king would have it fo, becaufc (he was 
(daughter to thp king of Bohemia, emperor of 
^ome îind of Germany. He was inconfolable for 
|ier lofs, as tljey mutually loved each other, hafving 
beeiî married, young. This queen left no iflue, 
for fhe had pever borne children. 

Thus in the fame year were the king, the duke 
pf Lancafter and the earl of Derby made widowers. 



• « On the jfth of June, queen Anne died at Shentf in Surry, 
and was buried at Weftminfter. The king took her death 
heavily that, befides curfing the place where (he died, he did 
alfo, for anger, throw do\yn the buildings, unto the which " 
former kings, being weary of the city, were wont for plcafure ta 
refort. *<—5/^i4i^V Cbromck* 

There 
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There was no talk of the king's mârryîng agaîn» 
for he would not hear of it. Although the cxpc- 
ditions to Ireland and Aquitaine were delayed by 
the quçen's death, thofe lords who were named 
to go to Ireland did not fail continuing their pr^-- 
parations ; and, as their purveyances wçrc ready, 
they fent them acrofs the fea to Irelan4 fromt 
Brifco * and Lolighetf in Wales ^ ^d the çon- 
duétors were ordered to carry them to a city on 
the coaft qf Ireland, cajled Pimçlin;^, which hacj 
always been ftçadily attached to England, and wa? 
an archbiflioprick ; the ^rchbifliop. of which placç 
was with the king. 

Soon after Saint John Baptift's. dayy Ipijg Ri- 
chard left London, and took the road for Wales, 
amufing himfclf by hunting on the way, to. forget 
the lofs of his queen, Thofe .ordered, to attencj 
him began their journey, fuch a§ bis two uncles 
of York and Glocefter, with grand array, as did 
the other lords : the e^rl of Kent, half brother: 
to the king, fir Thorpas Holland, his fon, the earl 
of Rutland, fon to the duke of York, the earl 
marlhal, the earls of S^lilbury and .AruAdel, fir 
William Arundel, the earl of Northumberland, fiç 
Thomas Percy his brother, high fteward of Eng- 
land, the earls of Devonfliire and Nottingh^r^^ 
with numbers of knights and fquires» 

A confiderable body remained home to 
guard the borders of Scotland s for the Scots arç 



. ^ • Brifco. Q;^Briftol. 

t Lolighet. Holyhead. 
' J' Dimelen. Dablin. 

a wicked 
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à wicked race, and pay not any regard to truces 
or rcfpitesj but as it fuits their own convc- 
nietice. • 

At the time the king of England undertook this 
expedition, he had not the company of his oth^ 
half brother, fir John Holland earl of Huntington, 
for he was on a pilgrimage to Jcrùfalem and Saint 
Catherine of Mount Sinai, and was to return 
througlj Hungary. Having heard at Paris, as he 
pafTed through France, where he had been handr- 
fomcly treated by the king and his court, in re- 
Ipeft to the king of England, that the king of 
Hungary and Amurat* were to have a battle, he 
declared he would not fail being pre fcnt. 

The duke of Lancafter and his array arrived at 
Plymouth, where tranfports waiced to carry them 
acrofs the fea. When his men and purveyances 
were all on board, they weighed anchor, and- 
ileered .with a favourable wind for Bordeaux. 

We will return to the king of England, who had 
with him full four thoufand men at arms and thirty 
thoufand archers. They were (hipped at ^rtc 
different places, Rriftol, Holyhead and Herfordf* 
:^nd j)aired over daily -, but it was a month before 
the whole armament and their horfes lande4 in 
Ireland. 

On the other hand, there was in Ireland a va- 
liant EngliA' knight, called the earl of Ormond, 



• The perfon thus called was the fultaa Bajazct I. who be- 
gan his reign 1 391. 

•f From what follows, I fuppofe this muft mean Havcrford- 
weft, in Pembrokefhire^ .as it is pronounced Harford. 

who. 
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^ho, like hisprcdeccflbrs held lands in that country, 
but they were difputed, and he hacj niade fimflar 
preparations his gnceftors. 

The carl marftial had the command of the yan^^ 
confifting of fifteen hundred lances and two thou- 
fand archers, who prudently and valiandy con- 
duced themfelves. King Riçhard and his uncles 
embarked at Haverford in Wales^ many at Holy- 
head, and others at BriJftol, and the whole landed 
without any lofs, As they difembarked, by orders^ 
from the conftable aqd marflials, they quartered 
themfelye3 on the country, occupying ^ large un- 
inhabited tra£t, of about thirty Englifli miles, be- 
fide the city of Dublin. The army lodged them- 
felves prudendy for fear of the Irifli : had they, 
done otherwife^j they would have fufFered for it. 
The Içing, his uncles and prelates, were quartered 
4nT)ublin and near it ; and I was told that, during^ 
the whole campaign, they were well fupplicd 
with all forts of provifion ; for the Englilh are ex- 
pert in war, and know well how to forage anc^ 
take proper care of themfelves and horfes. I will 
relate the hiftory of this campaigA of kingRichard^ 
and what befel him, according to the informatiçjç^ 
I received. 
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CHAP. XXU. 

IIR JOHN rROISSART A&RIVES ÎH ENOLANO^ 
AND IS PR£S£NT£D TO KINO RICHA&O BY 
THE DUKE OF YOKK^ UNCLE TO THE KINO« 

TN truth, I fir John Froiflart, crcafurcr and cih 
* non o( Chimay, in the county of Hamault 
and dioccfe of Liege, had, during my ftay at Ab* 
bcviUc, a great defire to go and fee the kingdom 
of England": more cfpecially fincc a truce had 
been concluded, for four years, on iea and land> 
between France, England and their allies. Several 
fcafons urged me to make this journey, but prin* 
<%aUy becaufe in my youth I had been educated 
at the coiut of king Edward, of happy memory, 
and diyat good lady, Philippa, his queen, with their 
children, and others of the barons of thofe times, 
and was treated by them with all honour, courtcfy 
aad liberality. 

M vf^ anxious, therefore, to vifit that country, - 
liril^t ran in my imagination that if I onc^ again 
ûar it, I flioujd live the longer ; for twenty-feven 
years paft I had intentions of going thither, and 
if I fliould not meet with the lords whom I had 
icft there, I fliouH at Icafl: fee thfeir heirs, who 
would likewife be of great fervice to me in the 
verification of the many hiftories I have related of 
Chem, 

I men- 



I mentioned my purpofc> to my very dear pa- 
trons, the lord duke Albert of Bavaria, count of 
Hainault,' Holland and Zealand, and lord of 
Frizeland ; to the lord William his fon, ftiled 
count d'Oftrcvant ; to my dear and much honoured 
lady Joan, duchefs of Brabant and Ltixenlbourg'j 
and to my very much refpefted lord Enguerraftd, 
lord of Cpucy ; as well as to that gallant knight, 
the lord de Gomegines; We had both, during 
our youth, arrived together at the Englifh court, 
where I faw alfo the lord de Coucy, and all thé 
nobles bf France, who were hoftages for the re- 
demption of king John of France, which has been 
before related in this hiftory. 

The three lords above mentioned, as well as 
the lord de Gomegines, and madame de Brabant, 
on my telling them my intentions, encouraged me 
toperfevere, and they all gave me letters of in- 
troduftion to the king and his uncles, with the re- 
ferve of the lord de Coucy, who, from being now 
fo much attached to France, could only write to 
hi& daughter, the duchefs of Ireland. 

I had taken care to form a coUedion of all the 
poetry on love and morality that I had com^^ilbd 
during the laft twenty- four years, which Ir^lMI 
caufed to be fairly written and illuminated. I was 
alfo incited to go to England and fee king Richard, 
fon to the noble and valiant prince of Wales and 
Aquitaine, whom I had not feen fince the time 
of his chriftening in the cathedral church of Bor- 
deaux. I was then prefent, and had intentions of 
accompanying the prince of Wales in his ci^edi- 

tion 



tton to Spain j but, when wc came to the city of 
Dax, the prince fent me back to the queen his 
mother in England. I was defirous, therefore, to 
pay my refpeéls to the king of England and his 
uncles, and had provided myfelf with my book of 
pocfy finely ornamented, bound in velvet, and 
decorated with filver gilt clafps and ftuds, as a 
prcfent for the king. Having this intention, I 
ipared no pains ; and the coft and labour feem 
trifling to people, whenever they undertake any 
thing willingly. 

Having provided myfelf with horfes, I crofled 
from Calais to Dover on the 12th day of July; 
but found no one thefe whom I had been ac- 
quainted with in my former joumies : the inns 
were all kept by new people, and the children of 
my former acquaintance were become men and wo- 
men. I ftaid half a day and night to refrelh myfelf 
and horfes ; and on Wednefday, by nine o'clock, 
arrived at Canterbury to vifit the Ihrine of Saint 
Thomas and the tomb of the late prince of 
Wales, who had been buried there with great 
pomp. 

I heard high mafs, made my offering at the 
flmne, and returned to my inn to dinner, when I 
heard the king was to come the following day in 
pilgrimage to St. Thomas of Beckct. He was 
lately returned from Ireland, where he had re- 
mained for nine months, or thereabouts, and was 
anxious to pay his devotions in this church, on ac- 
count of the holy body of the Saint, and becaufc 
his father was there buried. I thought, there- 
fore. 
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fore, it would be well to wait his mlwi, which I 
did ; andj on the morrow^ the king came in great 
tbitCj, accompanied by lords and iadies^ with whooi 
I mixed ; but they were all new faces to mc, for 
I did not remember on0 of them* 

Times and perfons had greatly changed fince I 
was laû: in England^ eight and twenty years paft. 
The king had not ekiier of his uncles with him 4 
the duke of LancaAer was in Aquitaine^ and the 
dukes of York and Gloceftcr in other partes. J 
was at firft quite aftonilhed, and fhould have been 
comforted could I have feen an ancient knight 
who had been of the bed-chamber to king Edward» 
and was in the fame capacity to the prefent king> 
as well as of his privy council, and could I have 
made myfelf known to him. The name of thi^ 
knight was fir Richard Sturry. I afkcd if he wcr-e 
alive : they faid he was, but not then prefent, a$ 
he was at his refidence in Lx)ndon. 

I then determined to addrefs myfelf to fir Tho- 
mas Percy, high fteward of England. I found 
Jiim gracious and of agreeable manners, and he 
offered to prefent me and my letters to the kiiig. 
I was rejoiced at this promife ; for it is neceflary 
to have friends to introduce one to fo grcat^ a 
prince as the king of England. He went to the 
Jking's apartments to fee if it were a proper dme> 
but found the king had redredto reporfc : he there- 
fore bade me return to my inn. When I thought 
the king might be rifen, I went ag»n to the 
lace of the archbifhop, where he lodged ; but fir 
Thomas Percy and his people were preparing to 

fet 
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fct out for Ofprhigc, whence Jic had come that 
morning* I afked fir Thomas's advice how to 
aâ: ; * For the prefent,' he faid, ' do not make 
further attempts to announce your arrival/ but fol- 
low the king; and I will take care^ when he comes 
to his palace in this county^ which he will do in 
two days^ that you fhall be well lodged as long a$ 
the court tarries* there/ 

The king was going to a beautiful palace in the 
county of Kent, called Leeds CafUe, and I fol- 
l<ywed fu* Thomas Percy's advice .by taking the 
road to Ofpringe. I lodged at an inn where I 
found a gallant knight of the king's chamber, but 
he had that morning ftaid behind on account of a 
flight pain in his head that had feized him the 
preceding night. This knight, whofe name was 
fir William de Lifle, feeing I was a forèigner and 
a Frenchman (for all who fpeak the language of 
Oil are by the Englifh confidered as Frenchmen, 
whatever country they may come from), made ac- 
quaintance with me, and I with him, for the Eng- 
lilh are courteous to ftrangers. 

He aflced my fituation and bufinefs in England, 
which I related to him at length, as well as what 
fir Thonjas Percy had advifed me to do. He re- 
plied, that I could not have had better advice, for 
that the kbg would on Friday be at Lèeds caftle, 
and would find there his- uncle the duke of York. 
I was well pleafed to hear this, for I had letters 
to the duke, and, -when young, was known to him 
while in the houfehold of the late king and - 
queen. 

Vol; XI. K I courted 
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' \ courted the acquaintance of fir William it 
Liinie, as a means of gaining greater intimacy with 
the king's houfehold. ' On the Friday, we rode 
out together, and on the road I aflced if he* hâd 
accompanied the king on his expedition to Itelaïid. 
He faid he had. I then afked if there were apy 
foundation in truth for what was faid of Saint Pa- 
trick's hole*. He replied there was ; and that he 

and 



* * Nothing has rendered this county (Donegal) fo famous 
as the cave difcovered by the patron faint of Ireland, or his 
namefkke, abbot of Nevers, about four hundred years after, in 
which the holy monk obtained a confiant exhibition of the 
torments of the wicked^ for the edification of the Irifh. But 
that it could not be Saint Patrick who Arft invented it, is plant 
from his filence about it in bis book * de tribus habitacalis/ 
heaven> earth and hell. Henry or Hugh, monk of Saltrey, 
in Huntingdon(hire> was the firft who wrote about it, and what 
one Owen or Tyndal, a foldier, had feen there. It was about 
fixteen feet and a half long, by two feet one inch wide, built 
of free ftone, covered with brcmd flags, and green turf laid over 
them, and was fo low and narrow, that a tall man could 
hardly ût, much lefs fland in it. In the ûde was a window 
juft wide enough to admit a faint ray of light : in the floor a 
cavity capable of containing a man at his length ; and, under 
a large ftone at the end of the pavement, a deep pit, which 
had opened, at the prayers of the faint. The bottom of the 
cave was originally much below the furface of the ground. It 
ftood on the eaft ilde of the church, in the church-yard, en* 
compaflcd with a wall, and furrounded. by circles or cells, 
called the beds, fcarcely three feet high, denominated from fc- 
veral faints. The penitents, who vifited this ifland, after fiifl:* 
ing on bread and water for nine days, and making proceffiona 
round thefe holy ilations thrice a-day barefoot, for the £rft 
feven days, and fix times on the eighth, walhing their weary 
limbs each night in thé adjoming lake, on the ninth enter the 

cave 
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and another knight, during the king's, ftay at 
Dublin, had been there. They entered it .ajt fun- 
fct, remained there the whole night, and came 
out at fun-rife the next morning. I requefted 
he would tell me whether he faw all the marvel- . 
lous things which are faid to be feen there. He . 
made me the following anfwer : * When I and my 
companion had pafled the entrance of the cave,. 



ctvc. Here they obferve a twenty-four hours faft, tafting only 
a little water, and, upon quitting it, bathe in the lake, and 
fo conclude the folemnity. The original preparatory faft, sts 
we learn from Matthew Paris, was fifteen days, and as long 
after quitting the cave, out of which all who entered did not 
return. 

* Leave being firft obtained of the bifliop of the diocefe, the 
prior reprefented to the penitents all the horror and difHcnlty 
of the undertaking, fuggefting to them . at the fame time an 
cafier penance. If they perfevered in their refoluûon» they 
were conduded to the door with a proceflion from the convent^ 
and, after twenty-four hours confinement, let out next morning 
with the like ceremony, fn* this recefs, enlightened only by 
a kind of twilight, which difcovered a field and hall, Owen 
was firft vifited by fifteen perfons clothed in white, like reli- 
gious newly ihorn, who encouraged him againft the horrid 
fcenes that were next to prefent themfelves to his view. They 
were fucceeded by troops of demons, who began witli laying 
him on a burning pile, which he foon extinguilhed, by pro<^ 
nouncbg the name of Chrift. They then dragged him through 
the feveral fcenes of torment, where the wicked fuffered all 
the variety of tortures of ancient Tartarus ; and, ftanding 
proof againft all thefe horrors,^ he was fiivoured with a fall 
view and defcription of paradife, by two venerable prélates» 
who refufed to let him ftay there. He met with the fame de- , 
mons and nionks as he went out of the cave after which hë 
vifited the holy fepulcbre, and, at his return, taldng apon 
him the habit, afiifted in founding Befinagovcifth abbey*— 
Goughi^s JdditioM to Camdiit, p. 641. vol. 3« 

K2 CaUed 
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called the Purgatory of Samt Patrick, we dfe*- 
fccndcd three or four fteps, (for you go down into 
it like a cellar) but found Our heads fo much af^ 
fcfted by the heat, we feated ourfclves on the fteps^ 
which are of ftone, and fuch a drowfinefs came on,, 
that we flept there the whole night. 

I alked, if, when afleep, they knew where tfiey 
were, and what vifions they bad. He faid, thcjr 
had many very ftrange dreams, and they feemed^ 
as they imagined, to fee more than they would 
have done if they had been in their beds. This^ 
they both were affured of. ' When morning camc>. 
and we were awake, the door of the cave was 
opened, for fo we bad ordered it, and we came 
out, but mftantly loft all recoUcftion of every 
thing we had feen, and looked on the whole as a 
phantom/ 

I did not pufli the convcrfation further, although 
I fliould have much lik^d to have heard what he 
•would fay of Ireland ; but other knights overtook 
us, and converfed with him j and thus we rode to 
Leeds caftle, where the king and his court arrived 
Ihordy after. The duke of York was already 
there ; and I made myfelf known to him, by prc- 
fenting him letters from his coufîns, the c^unt of 
Hainault and the count d'Oftrevant. The duke 
recoHcélcd me, and made me a hearty welcome, 
faying,—^ Sir John, keep with us and our peoplcf ; 
for wc will Ihew you every courtefy and attention : 
we are bounden fo to do, from remembrance of 
pafl: times, and aflfeftion .to the memory of our 
Iwfy-ittothcr, to whom you were attached. We 
Jiave ^t forgotten thefe dmes.* I warmly diankcd 
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'IhuIj as was juft, for his kind fpccch, and was well 
noticed by him, fir Thomas Percy aixi fir William 
•de Lifle, who carried me to the king's chamber, 
-where I was introduced to him by his uncle, the 
duke of York. 

The king received me gracioufly and kindly : 
ht took all the letters I prefented to him, and, 
having read them attentively, faid I was welcome, 
and that fince I had belonged to the houfehold of 
the late king and queen, his grandfather and grand* 
mother, I mufl: confider myfclf ftUl as of the 
royal hotifehold of England, This day I did not 
offer him the book I had brought ; for fir Thomas 
Percy told me it was not a fit opportunity, as he 
was much occupied with ferious bufinefs. 

The council was deeply engaged on two fub- 
jcfts ; firfl:, in refpedt to the ncgoriadon with 
France, to treat of a marriage between the king 
an4 the lady Ifabella, eldeft daughter to the king 
of France, who at that time was about eight years 
fold. The ambafladors appointed to make this 
propofal to France, were the earl of Rutland, 
coufin-german to the king, the carl marflial, the 
archbilhop of Dublin, the bifliop of Lye, the lord 
Cliffi>r(f, ferd Beaumont, lord Hugb-Spenccr, and 
feveral others 



• See th« Fœdera fer full particulars. The ambai&dors 
were the archbiihop of Dublin, the biihop of Saiat David's, 
the eaii of Rutland, the earl marihal and fir William Scrope. 
They were to propofe alio a marriage between the earl of Rot- 
land and the youngeil daughter of the king of France. 

The inilruâions to thefe ambafikdors are dated * Leeds 
xMnp 8di day of July 1395.' 

K 3 Secondly, 
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Secondly, the lord de la Barde, the lord de la 
Taride, the lord de Pinterne, the lord de Châ- 
teauncuf, the lords de Levefque and de Copane, 
the chief magiftrates of Bordeaux, Bayonne and 
Dax, were come to England, and greatly perle- 
Outed the king, fince his return from Ireland, for 
an anfwer to their petitions and remonftrances, on 
the gift the king had made his uncle, the duke 
ofLancaftcr, of all Aquitaine, with its lordfliips, 
baronies and dépendances, which had appertained 
to the king and crown of England, The above- 
mentioned lords, and principal cities and towns in 
Aquitaine, maintained that fuch a gift could not 
be made, and that it was null ; for that the whole 
of Aquitaine was a fief depending folely on the 
crown of England, and that they would never 
confent thus to be disjoined from it. They had 
made feveral reafonable propofitions for an ac- 
commodation, which I will relate in proper rime 
and place. 

In order that thcfe matters might be more fiilly 
confidered, and indeed they required it, the king 
had fummoned the principal barons and prelates 
of the realm to meet him on Magdalen-day, 
his palace of Eltham, feven miles from Londonj 
and the fame diftance from Dartford. On the 
fourth day after the king's arrival, when I learnt 
that he, his council and the duke of York were 
about to quit Leeds caftle and go to Rochefter, in 
their way to Eltham, I fct out in their company. 



CUAB. 



135 



CHAP. xxm. 

7H£ INFORMATION FROISSART GAINS IN tVX^T 
LAND, TOUCHING THE OPPOSITION OF THE 
INHABITANTS OF AQUITAINE TO THE GIFT 
THE KING 0£ ENGLAND HAD MADE OF IT TO 

HIS UNCLE THE DUKE OF LANCASTER. THE 

COMMISSIONERS SENT TO REMONSTRATE ON 
THE MATTER WITH THE KING CANNOT OB- 
TAIN A .DECISIVE ANSWER RELATIVE THERETO, 

/^N the rojid to Rocheftcn, I afked fir WiUiam 
de Lifle ai;id fir John de Grailly, governor of 
Boutcville, the caufe of the king's journey to 
jLondon, and why the parliament was to be af- 
fcmbled at Eltham. They both ^nfwercd mc 
fatisfadorily ; but fir John Grailly particularly in- 
formed me why the lords of Gafcony, and the 
deputies from die chief towns were come to Eng- 
land. He was fo well acquainted with them, 
being as it yrcrt from the fame country and fellow- 
fubjeft to England, that they hid nothing from 
nim^ tje faid, * that when the diake of Lancafter 
came laft to Aquitaine, he was provided with deeds 
fealed with the great feal of England, which l^id 
been regularly agreed to in parliament and figned 
by the duke^ of York and Glocefter to whom 
Aquitaine might pofllbly revert, by fucccfiion, to 
kmg Richard of England, who had no children^ 
K 4 and 
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àxid thefc two dukes were brothers german, by 
father and mother, to the duke of Lancafter. 

' The duke of Lancafter fent part of his coun- 
cil to Bordeaux, to inform the mayor and ma- 
giftrates of his coming and the caufe of it. They 
were greatly furprifed on hearing it ; but, notwith- 
ftanding, they well feafted the commiffioncrs he 
had fent, in honour to the king, to whom they 
owed lervice and obedience. They delired time 
to confidcr of their anfwer, which being granted, 
they replied, that tHe duke of Lancafter, as fon to 
king Edward of happy memory, who had been 
their lord, was welcome, but not in any other' ca- 
pacity, as they had not as yet fufficiendy weighed 
the matter to determine on receiving him as their 
lord ; for their fovercign, king Richard, to whom 
they had fworn fealty, had not acquitted them of 
their obedicApe. The duke's commiflioners re- 
plied, that as to this, the duke would take upon 
himlclf to fatisfy them they fhould never have any 
trouble from his nephew the king of England. 

When thofe of Bordeaux faw themfelves thus 
hardly preflfed, they made another excufc by fay- 
ing,—' Gentlemen, the grant we perceive includes 
not onksf us but the cities of Bayonne and Dax, 
and the prelates and barons of Gafcony who arc 
under thç obedience of the king of England. G6 
to them, and as they ihall regulate we will do the 
iàme/ The commiflioners, not being able to get 
any other anfwer, left Bordeai»^, and returned to 
the duke of Lancafter at Libourne. 

'When 



^ When the duke heard die above ahfwer, he 
became very dioughtfcl, and forefaw diat Ae bufi-» 
nefs he was come upon would not be lb lbo|i fet- 
tled as he had at firft imagined, or had been made 
to undcrftand. He fent, however, his commit 
fioners to Bayonne, who were received by the 
Bayonnois in juft the fame manner as they had been 
received at Bourdeaux, nor coidd they obttdn a 
difierent anfwer. 

* At length, the prelates, barons and deputies 
from all die towns of Gafcony under the obedience 
of England, affembled, and, having debated the 
juftice of the king of England's grant to the duke 
of Lancafter, came to the following conclufion. 
They ivere very willing to receive in their caftles, 
cities and towns, the duke of Lancafter, as fon to 
the noble king Edward of happy memory, and as 
uncle to king Richard of England ; but on con- 
dition he would folcmnly fwear, that himfelf and 
people would peaceably demean thcmfclves during 
their ftay, and that they would not take any thing 
by force, but pay ready money for whatever they 
mi^t want ; nor ftiould he, the duke of Lancafter, 
extend the powers of the crown to opprefs any 
one, nor do fo by other means. 

' The duke replied, that he was not come to 
hurt or opprefs the people, but, on the contrary, 
to guard and defend them as his own inheritance, 
and entreated that the will of the king of England 
Ihould be complied with. But the country, with 
one voice, declared they would not be disjoined 
from the crown of England, and that it was not 

in 
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m the power of the king of England thus to turn 
tiicm oyer to another, 

^ Thi3 m^tcr was difputcd for a long time be- 
tween the dujce of Lancafter and the Gafcons | 
and> when he faw he coidd not prevail on them to 
ijeccivç Mm as their lord, he requefted they would 
fend fuiEciepdy-authorifed pcrfons to the king of 
England, as he would do on his part, and )vhat« 
ever the parliament of England Ihould determine^ 
whether in his favour or not, he would abide by. 

^ Thé Gaicons;, thinking this a very reafonable 
propofal from the duke^ agreed to it; and he 
then came, with his attendants^ to refide amon^ 
them, at his former lodgings in the abbey of Szxnt 
Andrew. The prelates and barons of Gafcpny, as 
well as the cities of Bayonne and Dax, feleâed 
proper commiffioners to fend to England. 

^ When the king of France, his uncles and 
miriiftcrs, heard for certain that the duke of Lan- 
* cafter had been peaceably received in Bourdeaux^ 
and that he had there fixed his refidence, they 
knew not what to think of it, nor whether he 
would adhere to the truces that had been piade 
between France and England. This gave theiQ 
fo much uneafinefs, that they refolved to fend 
ambafladors to the duke of Lancafter to learn his 
intentions. The lord Boucicaut, marfhal of France, 
fir John de Chateaumorant and fir John Barrois 
» des Barres, were chofen for this purpofe, and they 
were to have under their command one thouland 
well appointed men at arms. They left Paris, and 
continued their march to Agen, where they quar- 
tered 
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tered themfelvcs as well as in the furrounding 
country I they then fcnt heralds and me^engers 
to the duke of Lancafter, in the city of Bordeaux, 
to notify their wiflies to fpeak with him, 

* The duke made the meflengers good cheer, 
heard what they had to fayj and wrote back to 
their lords, that fince they were defirous to fpeaK 
with him, he was as anxious to meet them s and, in 
order to give them lefs trouble, would go to Ber- 
gerac, where they would confer together. The 
meflengers, on their retqrn to Agen, gave their 
lords the letter from the duke of Lancafter, which 
fatisfied them as to their fafety, and they made 
preparations accordingly. As foon as they heard 
of the duke's arrival at Bergerac, they left the city 
of Agen, and marched thither, where they found 
the g^tes open to receive them. The lords entered 
the town, and went to the hotels which had been 
prepared for them ; but their men lodged them- 
felvès in the fuburbs and adjacent villages. The 
three lords waited on the duke of Lancafter, who 
kindly received them, as he knew well how to do ; 
and, in reply to what they urged, he faid, ^ that 
hc' wiftied to be always a good neighbour, and 
on friendly terms with the king and realm of 
Prance, and to adhere to every article of the 
itruces that had been lately made between France, 
England and their allies. He had been very aftivc 
in forming thefe truces, and of courfe would be 
unwilling any way to infringe them 5 and of this 
they might be pcrfeftly aflured.' 

^ The 
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^ The anfwcr.of the duke wa$ highly gratifyii^ 
Ut) the French lords, who remained with him on 
the moft friendly terms. He entertained diem 
grandly at dinner and fupper in the caftle of Ber* 
jgcrac, after which they feparated in a very ami- 
cable manner. The duke returned to Bordeauir^ 
and the French lords towards Paris j but in their 
may they met the duke of Berry in Poitiers, 
to whom they related all they had done^ and the 
duke of Lancafter's aiifwer. The duke of Berry 
thought it latisfaftory and reafonable, as did the king 
of France and the duke of Burgundy, when the 
three lords reported it to them, on their arrival at 
Paris. Things remained on this aflurance quiet« 
What after happened I have told you,- added fir 
John de Grailly j * for the duke of Lancafter fent 
hither fome of the principal of his council, liich 
as fir William de la Perrière, fir Peter Gliqueton^ 
and two doftors of laws, matter John Huche and 
mafter John Richards de Linceftre, to plead his 
caufe before the king, his uncles and council 
It is for this reafon the king is now going to Eltham j 
for as Thurfday next is Magdalen-day, the parr 
liament will meet there. What decifion they will 
come to, I cannot fay, but this I know, that the 
diike of Glocefter will be prefent, and be violent 
in his fupport of the duke of Lancafter's claims ; 
. for I have heard, from fome of the Englilh who 



* Hollingfliead calls them fir William Perrecr, — ^ Peter 
Clifton, — mafter John Huich,— and mafter John Richards, a 
canon of Leicefter. 

ought 
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ought to know» that he would cheerfoUy Hoc lus 
brother firmly cftabliifhed in Guycane^ and never 
to return to England^ for he finds him his ri^>efior» 
and for this reafon is defiroos he Ihould gain the 
duchy of Aquitaine. The duke of Gloceftcr. 
has a good head^ but is proud^ and wonderiiilly 
overbearing in his manners. Let him iky or a^ 
as he pleaies^ he is always popular widi the coo^ 
monalty^ for they are mutually attached to each 
other. He was the caufe of the execution of that 
valiant knight fir Simon Burley. He it ms, 
likewife^ who caufed the banifhment of the duke of 
Ireland^ the archbifliop of York and odier knights 
of the king's council, who were either put ta 
death on very flight grounds> or forçai into 
foreign countries, during the time the duke of 
Lancafter, who is is more feared than loved in 
thb country, was in Cafttlle. 

^ Let us for the prcfent,' faid fir John de Grailly, 
^ quit this matter, and fpeak of the fécond objeft 
that occupies the council. It feems to me, from 
what I have (ëen and heard, that the king of Eng* 
land wilhes to marry again, and has haci refearches 
made every where, but in vain, for a fuitable lady. 
If the duke of Burgundy or count of Hainault had 
dax^hters of a proper age, he would not be avcrfc 
to either ; but they have none that are not already 
betrothed. He has been told that the king of 
Navarre has filters and daughters, but he will not 
hear of dienji. The duke of Gloceftier has llkcwifc 
a grown up girl and marriageable, and he would be 
well plealed if his nephew would chooie her; 

but 
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but the king ftys». Ihe is too ne&rly relatedy being; 
lus coiifiu-gcrmau. King Richard's thoughts are 
fo bent on the eldeft daughter of the king of 
France^ he will not hear of any other : it caufes 
great wonder in this <;Ountry that he ftiould be fo 
eager to marry the daughter of his advçrfaryi and 
he is not the better beloved for it. This he fecms. 
indifierent to, and plainly fhews that henceforward 
he will prefer war with any country rather than 
with France. It is known ;from experience how 
anxious he was that a ftable peace ihould be 
cftabliflied between the two countries 5 for he 
iaid the wars had laded too long between him and 
his predeccflbrs with France, and that too many 
valiant men had been flain on both fides, to the great 
weakening of the defenders of the Chriftian faith. 

/ To put this idea out of the. king's mind, for 
it is no way agreeable to the people of England 
that he fhould conned himfelf by marriage with 
France, they have told him the lady was by far 
too young, and that for five or fix years to come 
Ihe would not be of a proper age for a wife. 
He replied by faying, that every day flie would in- 
creafe in age. In addition to this, he gave plea- 
fantly his reafons for his preferring her, that fince 
Ibe was fo young, he fliould educate her,, and 
bring her up to his own mind, and to the manners 
of the Englifii, and that for himfelf he was young 
enough to wait until flic fliould be of a proper 
age for his wife. Nothing can make him change 
this refolution, and before you leave this country, 
you n^ay perhaps witnefs many ftrange things. 

It 
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It IS for thb aitd the other bufinefi 1 mcntîonéJ 
tliat he is journeying towards London/ 

With fiich converfatîon did fir John de GraîDy 
entertain me while travelling between Rochcfter 
and Dartford. He was the baftard-fon of that 
g;allant knigl^t the captai de Buch. I eagerly 
liftened to all he faid, and treafured his words in 
my memory ; for I rode chiefly in his company^ 
and with fir William de Lifle, Ihe whole way from 
Leeds cafl:lc to Eltham. 

The Idng arrived at Eltham on a Tuefday.- 
On the Wednefday, the lords came from all parts* 
There were the duke of Glocefter, the carls of 
Derby, Arundel, Northumberland, Kent, Rudand, 
the carl marfhal, the archbiftiops of Canterbury 
and of York, the bilhops of London and of 
Winchcftcr : in fliort, all who had been fummoned 
arrived at Eltham on the Thurfday, by eight 
o'clock in the morning. 

The parliament was holden in the king's apart* 
ment, in the prcfçnce of the king, his uncles 
and council. The knights from Gafcony and the 
deputies from the cities and towns, as well as 
thofe fent by the duke of Lancafter, were 
prefent. 

I cannot fay what paflcd at this parliament, for 
I was not admitted, nor were any but the members 
of it. It fat for upwards of four hours.^^When 
it was Ôvcr, I renewed my acquaintance after 
dinner with an ancient knight whom in my youth 
I well knew, when he was of the chamber of 
king Edward. He was now one of the principal 

advifers 
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âdviicrs of king Richard, and dc&rving of it.t 
his name was iir Richard Seury*. He ioime* 
diatdy recolledied mt, though ic was twienty-fbur 
years fince we Iiad feen each other ; the laft time 
was at CoUeberge t> at BruiTels^ in the hôtel of duke 
Winceflaus and the duchefs Jane of Brabant* 

Sir Richard Sturry feemed very glad to fee me^ 
and oiade- me a hearty welcome. ' He afked many 
«queftions, which I anfwered as fully and as well as 
I could. While we were walking near the king's 
apartment at Eltham> I inquired if he could inform 
me what had been the determination of the parlia* 
^ ment: having mufed awhile^ he faid he would teU 
me, for it was not worth while to conceal what 
mufl: fhcrtly be made public. 

* You know/ continued the knight> ' or have 
heard, that the duke of Lancafter left England for 
Aquitaine, on receiving the magnificent gift the 
king our lord made him. The king loves all who 
pretend friendihip for him, but particularly the 
duke of Lancafter ^ and out of gratitude, which 
he ftrongly feels, for the great fervices the duke 
has done the crown, as well on this as on the other 
fide of the fea, the king has given' him and to his 

• This knight is called fir Richard Scary,— Scury,—Sevry, 
but I imagine it mud be fir Richard Sturry, who was one of 
king Richard's favourites, and has been mentioned during the ' 
reign of Edward III. ' 

f CoUeberge. I do not under(Und this paflkge» for thi 
town of Colberg. is in the duchy of Pomerania. Ic nevor 
could have been there they met. There is a full flop at the , 
end of CoUeberge in the printed and MS. Copies : the MSS. 
fay fourteen years inftead of twenty-four. 

heirs 
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l^jeifs for ever the whole of the duchy of Aquitaine^ 
wkh all iu dependanciesj excepting the homage^' 
wJiidi is the ible thing he has referred for the crown * 
of En^aod in times to come. TIus gift has gone 
through every legal form^ with the approbation 
and cofifent of his other uncles and the Englilh 
parfiament. The king has fpecially commanded 

^ all fas fubjeéls within the boundaries of Aquitaine» 
to obey punctually his well-beloved uncle the duke 
of Lancafter as their fovercign lord, and to pay 
him homage and (brvice, in the ufual manner as 
they have done to their lords in former tin;ies« 
Should any prove rebellious to thefe orders, thé 

. king gives the duke of Lancaft^r fiill powers to 
pttniih fuch within three days after their difobe^ 
diencc, without any expedation of fupport from 
him. 

* It has happened, however, that notwith{land-> 
ii^ thefe ftriâ orders of the king, the barons,' 
knightS) gendemen^ cities and towns of Gafcony^ 
under the obedience of England, have united to« 
gether in oppofition to the duke of Lancafler and 
refufe to obey him, declaring and maintaining 
that the gift the king made his uncle of Lancaftcr 
is null and void. The duke, who is defirous of 
aâing in this bufinefs by fair means, has Hflehed 
to their reafonings on the fubjeâ, and advifed, to 
|)revent further mifchicf, that they (boukJ fend 
hither properly-inftrudbed perfons to lay their 
oxnplûiti befo^ the king, and declare dtcir rea* 
Ibos for having Qppofed his orden. 
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^ They have certainly this day very ably ex- 
plained the caufe of refufmg their obedience to the 
duke of Lancafter, and have given the king and 
his council enough to think upon. They will ^ 
probably fucceed in their miffion, and I will tcU 
you my reafons for fo thinking ; but you will keep 
them ^fecret, until the matter fhall become more 
public/ I replied, that he might depend on my 
doing it. He then continued ; * I believe it was 
the official of Bordeaux, who, for his learning 
was their Ipokefman : he began by fliewing their 

* procurations from the different towns, that greater 
faith might be given to what he fhould fay. He 
then declared, that the . cities of Bordeaux, Efay-^ 
onne, Dax, and all the lordfhips dependant on 
them, , or within their limits and jurifdiftions, are 
of fuch noble condition, that no king of England, 

vby any a£t of his, can disjoin them from the do- 
main of the crown of England, nor alienate or 
difpofe of them to any child, uncle or brother he 
may have, nor by any way of marriage-fetrieincnt 
nor otherwife. The above-named towns have 
receiyed, from different kings of England, certain 
privileges, which their fuccefTors have fworn to 
maintain without any infringement; and the mo- 
ment a king of England comes into poiTeflion of 
,the crown of England and its depcndancies, he 
fwears, on the miflfal in his hand, to preferve in- 
yiolate all .their privileges, which you, dear fire, 
Jiaye alfo done, as thefe papers will prove. He 
then produced c^iarters, fairly cngroflcdand fealed 
with the great feal of England, which Idng 
> . .1 J .. .Richard^ 
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«Richard^ who was then prcfent, had -given them, 
and read the whole, claufe .by claufc. 

• ' The contents of the charters were well under- 
ftood, for they were in Latin and French -, and at 
the end he named feveral great barons and prelates, 
to the number of eleven, who had been nominated 
as fureties. . , . . . - 

' When the^ papers were read, each lord looked 
at his- neighbour and to the long, but not one ùld 
a' word in reply. . The , official, .^ving finiflicd 
reading his deeds, thus fpoke, addrelfing himfclf 
to the king : ' Moft beloved and renowned fove- 
reign, and you, my dear lords, all what you hav^ 
juft heard, am I charged by the deputies, of the 
principal towns and inhabitants of Gafcony 'to lay 
before you, and to maintain their dépendance 
iblely on the crown of England, as the charters 
that have been (hewn plainly declare. Should 
the country be inclined to receive the duke of 
Lancafter for its lord, and be freed from the fer- 
vice and homage it owes you, the lofs would be 
very great to England ^ for if, at this moment, 
the duke is attached to the king, and attentive to 
preferve the privileges of the crown of England, 
that love and affcftion will, in courfe of time, be 
much weakened by his fucceflive heirs, and by 
intermarriages that may take place : it is neceflary 
that marriages fhould be concluded between great 
princes, for the more effeftually preferving the 
love of their fubjcfts. Now it may happen, in 
times to come, that the heirs of the duke of Lan- 
cafter fliall unite themfelvcs by marriage with the 

L 2 daughters 
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daughters <if the kings of France^ As doket of 
Berry, Brittany, the cmints of Foîx or of Armag- 
ftac, the kings of Navarre, the dukes of Anjou or 
of Maine, and ferm alliances with connec* 
dons on the other fide of the fta, claiming die 
whole fbvereignty of Guyenne» and ruining the 
country, by putting it in'Oppofidon to -Eng* 
Uéd. 

^ Tlie king of Én^saA w6idd probably, in 
fttdi a cafe» htife gfeat difficulty in recovj^ing the 
rights due to the crown. Condefcend, therefore^ 
tnoft noble king, and you, my dear lords, to 
confider well all the reafons I have laid before 
you i for the whole country is unanimous and de- 
termined to remain under the obedience of our 
mudi redoubted lord and king, and in dépendance 
on the crown of England/. The official here 
ended his fpeech ; and the prelates and lords> 
looking to each other, approached the king, con- 
dufted by his two uncles and the earls of Derby 
and Arundel. 

* It was then fuggeftcd to thofe who had come 
from Aquitaine, to leave^e chamber .until called 
for, which they did, with the two knights who had 
been fcnt by the duke of Lancaften This being 
done, the king demanded from the prelates and 
barons what anfwer fliould be made. The prelates 
referred the anfwer to the two uncles of the king, 
becaufe the matter more nearly afFefted them. 
Atfirft, they excufed thcmfelves, faying, it was a. 
public concern, and ihould be deliberated on in com^ 
mon, and not treated as any matter of favour. The 
! bufinefs 
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Imfincfstbus remained (or fotnc time; bucthedukt 
c^Glocefter being defired to give his opinions he 
find) k would be a ftnmg meafure to take £rom the 
king a gift that he had made with the unanimous 
confent of his council^ and that had been invefted 
with everjr legal form, becaufe his fubjefU were 
rebellious i that the king was not lord of his inhç-^ 
litance if he could not difpoie of it as he pleafed. 
Sraae commented on this fpeech^ while others had 
tbe courage to fay the anfwer was not reafonablei 
dioiigh they dared not contradift it s for die duke 
of Glbc«fter was much feared. 

* The evl of Derby, fon of the duke of Lan* 
ca(tfr, added, ' Good unck, you hare weU fpoken, - 
and juiUy explained the matter, and I fupport^ 
yo\X have fàid/ The council on this began 
to iepfu^te, aiid to murmur one to another $ but 
they did ooç call in the çnvoyi? !from Guyenne, nor. 
thofe from the duke of Lancafter/ 

Here the old knight ended the converfation i 
but I learnt from him afterwards, that when the 
king heard this, he diiTembled his opinion, with 
the intention of again fummoning his council after 
dinner, to know if any meafurcs, more to thé 
advantage of the crown, fhould be adopted, or 
if any thing furthçr ûiould be done in rcfped td 
Aquitaine. 

iThe king made the archbifhop of Canterbury 
fpeak on thç bufuiçfs of Ijiis marriage, as he had 
ordered h^m in the morning, and who (hould be 
fent to France, for he was very earntft that this 
matter (hould be accomplifhed. It had before 

L 3 been 
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been in debate, and was nearly agreed to, and 
thofe were named who were to crofs the fea, 
although their inftfudtions had not been given to 
them. In this council it was ordered, that the 
archbifliop of Dublin, the earl of Rutland, the 
carl marftial, the lord Beaumont, fir Hugh 
Spencer, fir Lewis Clifford, to the number of 
twenty knights and forty fquires of honour, Aould 
wait on the king of France 4nd prôpofç.a treaty pf 
marriage between the king of England and the lady 
Ifabella, his daughter, who might thçn be about 
eight years old. She had been betrothed, before 
to the duke of Brittany's fon, as you Have fecn 
when the meeting took place, and peace was made 
•between the king of France and the dyke of Brit- 
tany, at Tours. To break this would be difixculti 
for the king of Frapce and his uncles had put their 
feals to the treaty. 

Notwithftanding this obftacle, the Englifli am-r 
bafladors, having received their inftrudlions, left 
London, and, crofling the fea at Dover, arrived 
in two or three days at Calais. TJiey ft^d there 
five days to refrefli themfelves and their horfes, 
?md then departed, taking the road to Amiens, 
having fent before the Irifh herald March, who 
|iad brought them paflports froni the king of 
France on his return to Calais. The lord dç 
Monchourel * was alfo fent as a guide, and to 
have all cities and towns opened to theip, as well 
as to provide for what they might want. We will 



* Monchourel, In the MSS. Mont-caarel. 

leave 
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leave them for a little, and return to the matteri 
we were before fpeaking of. 

A3 1 have mentioned, the deputies from Gaf- 
cony and from the chief towns in Aquitaine were 
eameft in their folicitations to the king and council 
that they might remain attached to the crown of 
JSngland, according to their ancient rights and 
jprivileges, which it had been repeatedly fworn 
ftould be obferved, in fpite of every caufe, ob* 
ftacle or condition to the contrary. Three parts 
of the council, and the unanimous voice of the 
' people of England, were on their fide i but Thomas 
of Woodftock, duke of Glocefter^ youngeft foii 
(0 the late king Edward» appofed theni» and 
plwily fhewed he wifhed his brother of LancalteF 
to be detained in Aquitaine, for he felt be was too 
powerful when in England, and too nearly ^ied 
to the king. As for his brother of York, he held 
him cheap, for he interfered little in public affairs, 
and was without malice , or guile, wifhing only to 
live in quiet: he had befide jufl: married a young 
and beautiful wife, daughter to the earl of Kent, • 
with whom he fpent moil: of his time which waa 
pot occupied with other amufements. 

The duke of Gloceftcr was cunning and mali- 
cious/ and continually foliciting favours from his 
nephew king Richard, pleading poverty, though 
he abounded in wealth j for he was coriftable of 
England, duke of Gloceftcr, carl of Buckingham, 
ElTcx and Northampton. He had befide penfions 
on the king's exchequer, to the amount of four 
thoufand noWcs a-ycar ; and he would not exert 
' la himfelf 
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hîmielf in twy way to ferve his king or tountif , if 
he were not well paid for it. He was viokml)r 
adverfe to thofe of Aquitaine in this bufinçfs, and 
did every thing in his power that the duke of 
Lancafter might not return to England, for then 
he would have every thing his own way. 

To fhew that he governed the king and was thf 
greateft in the council, as foon as he had deUveredl 
his opinion and faw that many were murmuring 9e 
it, and that the prelates and lords were difcuffii^ ie 
in fmall parties, he quitted the king's chamber 
followed by the earl of Def by, and entered tbf 
hall at Eldiam, where he ordered a ^blç to 
Ipread» and they both fat dowfi %q dinner while th^ 
others were debating the bufmefs^ When the dukt 
of York heard they wçrc at dinner, he joincdi 
them. After their dinner^ whic^ took a6 V^ig 
time, the duke of Gloeefter, diflembiilig hif 
thoughts, took leave of the king as he was irate^ 
at table, mounted his horfe, and returned ^ 
London. The earl of Derby remained that 
the enfuing day with the king ar^d the lords, but 
thofe from Aquitaine coul4 not procure any a^iiwtf 
to their petitions. 
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CHAP- XXIV. 

FROISSAIT PRB3IKT$ HIS BOOK Of LOVE POEMS 
TO RlirO mCKARD OF ENOLAKD.— -HE RE* 
I^ATSS WHAT HE HAD HEARD OP THE LAST 
, EXPEDITION OF THE ENGLISH TO IRELAND. 

IHAV]^ takçn much plçtfure in detaiHng every 
. thing relative to the dilute with Gafcony and 
Aquiçûne^ that the tryth of my hiftory may be 
apparent! and bec^ufe h the author of it, could 
fK)t be prefent in thefe councils, that ancient and 
Valiant kni^( fir Richard Sturry told me every 
U|tng, .Virord fcrt- word^ as I have tranfcribed. On 
liie Sundayi the whole council were gone to Lon- 
excepting the duke of York, who remained 
the king, and fir Richard Sturry : thcfe two^ 
|ft èofifim^ion with fir Thomas Percy, mentioned 
IM Igitn to the king, who defired to fee the hooi| 
I fii4bf0Ught for him. I prefented it to him in 
)M( cMnberj for I had it with me, and laid it on 
bedi. He opened and looked into it with much 
|ikafure. He ought to have been pleafed, for it 
was handlomely written and iiluminatedj and bound 
in crinoion^velvet, with ten filver gilt ihids, and 
fofes of the fame in the middle, with two large 
clalps of filver gilt, richly worked with roles in the 
Renter. 

The king alkcd me what the book treated of : I 
replied, * Of love !' He was pleafed with the an- 

fwer. 
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fwcr, and dipped into fevcral places, reading pj 
aloud, for he read and fpoke French perfc^ 
well, and rfien gave it to one of his knights, cal 
fir Richard Credon, to carry to his oratory^ s 
made nie many acknowledgments for it. 

It happened this fame Sunday, after the ki 
had received my book fo handfomely, an Engl 
fquirc, being in the king's chamber, called Hci 
Caftide *, a man of prudence and charaftcr, s 
who Ipoke French well, made acquaintanc-c w 
xne, becaufe he faw the king and lords give me 
hearty a reception, and had likewife noticed i 
book I had prçfented to the king : he alfo in 
gined, from his firft converfation, that I was 
hiftorian ; indeed, he had been told fo by 
Richard Sturry. He thus addreffed mc : 
John, have you as yet found any one to give y 
an account of the late expedition to Ireland^ a 
how four kings of that country fubmitted thé! 
felvesr*to the obedience of the king ?* I replk 
had not, ' I will tell it you then,' fatd I 
fquire, who might be about fifty years old> * 
order that, when you are returned home, you iri 
at your leifure infert it in your hiftory, to be h* 
in perpetual remembrance/ I was delighted 
hear this, and offered him my warmeft thanks. 

Henry Caftide thus began : ' It is not in the m 
Tnory of man that any king of England ever I 
fo large an armanient of men at arms and archc 



♦ Caftide. The MSS. C ifteed. Stowc, Henry Crilh 
Sâuvagç afterwards calls him Criftelle. 
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to make' war on the Irifh, as the prcfcrtt king] 
He remained upwards of nine months in Ire- 
land, at great expcnfe, which, however, wa$ 
chècrfuUy defrayed by his kingdom for the 
principal cities and towns of England thought 
If was well laid out, when they faw their kirig 
rctufn home with honour. Only gentlemen and 
arthers had been employed on this expcdidon I 
ahd there were with the king four dioufand knighti 
and fquires and thirty thoufand archers, all regifl 
larly paid every week, and fo tvel! they wefc'f*- 
tisfied. * 
* To tell you the truth, Ireland is one of thft 
worft countries to make war in, or to conquer i 
for there are fuch impenetrable and extenfivc fo^ 
rcfts, lakes and bogs, there is no knowing how to 
pafs them, and carry on war advantagcoufly : it is 
fo thinly inhabited, .that, whenever the Irifli pleaft; 
they defcrt the towns, and' take refuge in thefe fo-' 
refts, and live in huts made of boughs, like wild 
bcafts; and whenever they perceive any pa^tiëi 
advancing with hoftile difpofitions, and about id 
enter their country, they fly to fuch narroW paflb^; 
It is impoflible to follow them. When they find i 
fevourable opportunity to attack their enemies to 
advantage, which frequently happens, from their 
knowledge of the country, they fail not to fcize if; 
a.nd no man at arms, be he ever fo well moimted, 
can overtake them, fo light are they on foot. Some- 
times they leap from the ground behind a horfe- 
rnan, and embrace the rider (for they are very 

ftrong 
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Oiong in their autns) fo ti^dy^ that he can M 
#ay get rid of them. 

* The Iriih have pointed knives, with bioad 
bUdeSj (harp on both ûdes like a dart-head> widi - 
which they kill their enemies; but they never 
confider them as dead until they have cut their 
throats like flieep, opened dieir bellies and taken oqC 
their hearts, which they carry off widi thenar mwI , 
ibme fay, who are well acquainted with their nvui^fi^ 
ners, that they devour them as delicious morfek* 
They never accept q{ ranfom for their priibnersfc 
and when they find they have not the advantage in 
any (kirmifhes, they inftantly feparate, and bide 
themfelves in hedges, bulhes, or holes under 
ground, fo that they feem to difappearj^ 90 ooç « 
knows whither. 

^ Sir William Windfor, who has longer made 
war in Ireland than any other Engliih knight, hajr 
never been able, during his refidence among theqi^ 
to learn correâly their manners, nor the condition 
ùf the Irifli people. They are a veçy hardy race^ 
of great fubdety, and of various tempers,; P^yi^S 
no attention to cleanlineis, nor to any gentleman, 
although their country is governed by kings^ of 
whom there are feveral, but feem defirous to r^ 
main in the lavage itate they have been biougjht 
up in. 

' True it is, that four of the moft potent kings 
in Ireland have fubmitted to the king of England* 
but more through love and good humour, than by 
battle or force. The earl of Ormond, whofe 
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lands join their kingdoms, took great pttns to in* 
duce them to go to Dublin, where the Idng our 
lord refided, and to fubmit diemfelves to him and 
to die crown of England. 

* This was confidered by every one as a great 
tcquifition, and the objeft of die aKnameot ac« 
compliihed ; for, during the whole of king Ed- 
ward's reign, of happy memory, he had never 

^.iiich fuccefs as king Richard. The honour is 
^great, but the advantage little, for with fuch fa^ 
rages nothing can be done. I will tell you an in« 
ftinçe of their favagenefs, that tt may ferve as an 
example to other nations. You may depend on its 
trudi s for I was an eye-witnefs of what I (hall re« 
hte, as they were about a mondi under my care 
and governance at Dublin, to teach them the ufages 

\of England, by orders of the king and council, be« 
caule I knew their language as well as I did French 
andEnglifh, for in my youth I was educated among 
them J and earl Thomas, father of the prefent earl 
of Ormond, kept me with him, out of ^aficdlian, 
for my good horfcmanfliip. 

* It happened that the earl above mentioned was 
lent with three hundred lances and one thoufand 
archers to make war on the Irifli ; for the Englifli 
had kept up a confiant warfare againft them, in 
hopes of bringing them under their fubje6bion. 
The earl of Ormond, whofe lands bordered on 
his opponents, had that day mounted me on one 
of his beft horfes, and I rode by hi» fide. The 
Iri(h having formed an ambufcade to furprife the 
Englifh, advanced from it i but were ûx Iharply 
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attacked by the archers, whofc arrows they could 
oot withftand, for they arc not armed againftthem, 
that they foon retreated. The earl purfued them,; 
and I, who was well mounted, kept clofc by him ^ 
it chanced that in this purfuit my horfe took fright, 
and ran away with me, in fpite of all my efforts, 
into the mldft of the enemy. My friends could 
never overtake me -, and, in pafling through the 
Irifli, one of them, by a great feat of ^lity, 
leaped on the back of my horfe, and held me 
tight with both his arms, but did me no harm 
with lance or kritfe. He preflfed my horfe for- 
ward for more than two hours, and condufted him 
to a large bufh, in a very retired fpot, where he 
found his companions who had run thither to efcapc 
the Eriglifli. 

* He feemed much rejoiced to have made me 
his prifoner, and carried me to his houfe, which 
was ftrong, and in a town furrounded with wood, 
s palifades and ftagnant water : the name of this 
town was Herpelin*. The gentlemen who had 
taken me was called Brin Cofteret f, a very hand- 
fome man. 1 have frequently made inquiries after 
him, and hear that he is ftill alive, but veiy old. 
This Bryan Cofteret kept me with him feven years, 
and gave me his daughter in marriage, by whom I 
have two girls. I will tell you how I obtained niy 
liberty. It happened in the feventh year of my 
captivity, that one of their kings, Arthur Mac- 
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qucmaife/ king of tcmftcr,:ràifcd an army agahîft 
Lionel duke of Clarence, fon to king Edward of 
England^ and both armies met very near the city 
of Leinfter. In the battle that followed, many 
were flain and taken on both fides ; but, the Eng- 
lifli gaining the day, the Irifli were forced to fly, 
and the king of Leinfter efcaped. The father of 
my wife was made prifoner, under the banner of 
the duke of Clarence ; and as Bryan Cofteret wa« 
.mounted on my horfe, which was remembered to 
hayc belonged to the eaxl of Ormond, it was then 
firflt known that I was alive, that he had honour- 
ably entertained me at his houfe in Herpelin, and 
given me his daughter in marriage. 

* The duke of Clarence, fir William Windfor, 
and all of our party, were well pleafed to hear this 
news, and he was offered his libçrty, on condition 
that he gave me mine, and fent me to the Englifli 
army, with my wife and children. He at firft re- 
fufed the terms, from his love to me, his daughter 
and our children ; but, when he found no other 
terms would be accepted, he agreed to them, pro- 
vided my eldefl: daughter remained with him. I 
returned to Elngland with my wife and youngcft 
daughter, and fixed my refidence at Briftol. My 
two children are married : the one efkbliflied in 
Ireland has three boys and two girls, and her After 
four Tons and two daughters. 

^ Becaufe .the Irifli language is as familiar to 
me as Englifh, for I have always fpoken it in my 
family, and introduce it among my grandchildren 
afi;{BU£;has I can, I have been chofen by our lord 
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mlktng to teich Mi ueaftomtHe four IHfli kic^» 
who have fworn obedience for ever to England^ to 
the manners of the Englifh. I muft ÙLy, that tbefe 
kings who were under my management were of 
coarfe manners and underftandings ; andj in ipite 
of ail that I could do to ibften their language 
and nature, vçry little progrcfs has been made, for 
they would frequently return to their former coarfe 
behaviour. 

* I will more particularly relate the charge that 
was given'^me over them, and how I nianaged it. 
The king of Enghmd intended thefe four kings 
fliould adopt the manners, appearance and drefs of 
the Englifli, for he wanted to create them knights. 
He gave them firft a very handfome houfc in the city 
of Dublin for themfelvcfs and attendants, where I was 
ordered to rcfide with them, and never to leave the 
houfe without an abfolute neceflity. I lived widi 
them for three or four days without any way inter- 
fering, that we> might become accuftomedtoeach 
other, and I allowed them to z6t juft as they 
pleafed. I obferved, that as they fat at table, they 
made grimaces, that did not feem to me graceful 
jior becoming, and I refolved in my own mind to 
make them drop that cuftom. 
' * When thcfe kings were featcd at table, and 
the firft difli was fervcd, they would make their 
minftrels and principal fervants fit befide them, 
and eat from their plates and drink fromi dieir 
cups. They told me, this was a praifeworthy 
cuftom of their country, where every thing was 
in common but the bed» I permitted this to be 
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dont for three days 5 but on the fourA I ordered 
the tables to be laid out and covered properly; 
placing the four kings at an upper table, the min- 
fltrels at another below, and the fervants lower 
ftill** They looked at each other, and refufed to 
eat, ikying I had deprived them of thoir old cuilom 
in which they had been brought up. 

* I replied with a fmile, to appeafc them, that 
their cuftom was not decent nor fuitable to their 
rank, nor would it be honourable for them to con- 
tinue it ; for that now they fhould conform to the 
manners of the Englifti ; and to inftruft them in 
thefe particulars was the 'motive of my refidence 
with them, having been fo ordered by the king of 
England and his council. When they heard this, 
they made no further oppofition to whatever I pro- 
poled, from having placed themfelves under the 
obedience of England, and continued good hu- 
mouredly to perfevere in it as long as I flaid with 
them» 

* They had another cuftom I knew to be common 
in the country, which was the not wearing breeches. 
I had, in confequcnccy plenty of breeches made of 
linen and cloth, which I gave to the kings and 
their attendants, and accuftomed them to wear 
them. I took away many rude articles, as well in 
theiç drefs as other things, and had great difficulty 
at the firft to induce them to wear robes of filken 
cloth, trimmed with fquirrel-lkin or minever, for 
the kings only wrapped themfelves up in an Iriih' 
cloak. In riding, they neither ufed faddks nor 
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ftîrrups, and I had fomc trouble to make them 
Conform in this rcfpeft to the Englifh manners. 

^ I once made inquiry concerning their faith 
but they feemed fo much difpleafed, I was forced 
to filence : they faid, they believed in God and the 
Trinity, widiout any difference from our creed. * I 
alkcd which pope they were ihclined to : they re* 
plied, without hefitation, ' To that at Rome.* 

* I inquired if they would like to receive the 
order of knighthood ? for the king would wil- 
lingly create them fuch, after the ufual modes of 
" France, England, and other countries. They f^d 
they were knightis already, which ought to fatisfy 
them. I aiked when they were made : they an- 
/ fwered, at feven years old ; that in Ireland a king 
make&^is fon a knight, and fliould the child have 
loft his father, then the neareft relation ; and the 
young knight begins to kam ïo tilt with a light 
lance againft a Ihield fixed tx) a poft in a field, and 
the more lances he breaks the more honour he 
acquires. * By this method,* added they, * are 
our young knights trained, more elpecially king's, 
fons.* 

^ Although I aiked this, I was before well ac- 
quainted with the manner of educating their chil- 
dren to arms. I made no further reply than by 
faying, this kind of childifh knighthood would not 
fatisfy the king of England, and that he would 
create them in another mode. They afked, * In 
what manner?* / In church, with moft folemn cere- 
monici^i* and I believe they paid attention to what 
likid 
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* Àboiît two days aftcf , the king was dcfirous 
td create thcfe kings knights r and the carl of Or- 
lAond, who tinderftood and fpoke Irifli well, as his 
lands join the territories of the kings, was fent to 
ivait on them, that they* might have more Confidence 
in thé meflfage from the king and council. On his 
arrival, they flicwed him every refpeft, which he ' 
returned,' as he knew well how to do^ and they 
fecmed happy at his coming. He began a moft 
friendly converfation with them, and inquired if 
they were farisfied with my conduft and behaviour* 
They replied, ^ Perfeftly well i he has prudently 
aik] wifely taught us the manners and ufages of his 
country, fot Which we ought to be obliged, and 
do thank him/ 

* This anfwer was agî-ecable to the èarl of" Or- 
nlond, for it flicwed fenfe ; and then, by degrees, 
lie began to talk of the order of knighthood they 
^erc to receive, cxplaihing to them eVéry article • 
aAd ceremony of it, and how great a value fliould 
1)C fet on it, and how thofe who were created 
Ichights bchavecJ. The whole of the earPs con- 
verfation was V-ery pleafing to the four kings, 
^om, however, as I have not yet named, I will 
now do : firft, Aheel the greats king of Mtdic ♦ ; 
fecoiidly. Brun de Thomènd, king of Thdmond 
Md of Aire t J the third, Arthur Màcqiiemaire, ' 
Idng of Leinfter ; and the fourth Contruo, king of 



• Aneel the gteat, king of Medc. Q:, O'Neale th« great, 
king of Meath. 
t Thomond and Aire. CLUlft^r* 
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Chcycnp and Erpc*. Thcy wcf^c m^dc kmgbcs 
by the |iand of the king of England^ Of^ the fe^ 
of pur Lady in Marché which that ye^ (c\l on ^ 
Thurfday, in the cathedral of Dublin, that wa? 
founded by Saint Jol^n the B^ptift. The foi^r 
kings \yatched all the Wednefday-night ii^ the Cftr 
thedral ; and on the morrow, after fnafs, they 
were created knights, with much folemnity. There 
were knighted at the fame time fir Thomas Or- 
phem^j fir Joathas Pado, and hi^ coufin fir John 
Pado. The four kings were very richly drçfled, 
fqijtablc to their r^nk, and that day dinec| jif tl^e t^^, 
of king Richard, where they wcrt muç^ ftarefl §f^ 
by the lords apd thofe prefent : qpt indeed wjthput 
reafon; for they were fiirange figures, juid dj^c* 
rently countenanced to the £ng}ifh op p|heç na- 
tions. We are naturally inclined ^ gaze at 
thing ftrange, and it wa|^ certainly, fir Johq, aX 
that time, a great novelty to kt fpur lr]ù^ kj|)gs/ 

^ Sir rtenry, I readily bplipve you, and wppid 
h^ve given a good deal if I could have be^g 
Lafi: year I had made arrfngeipent| for çottims t^Çf 
Englanfl, apd n}oul4 ^aye dope fo, jiad I nojt \ic^ 
of ch^ death of queen À^tiç^ ^^^Çh Pf^^, f>lÇ 9!^r 
pone my journey. Ifut I ^ilh to ^,0^ yo^j one ^t\g^ 
which has much furprifed me : I fhoyld lil^e to knoij^ 
how thcfe four Irifli kiivgs hayç fp readily fubniitted 
to king Richafd^ w|iep his y^iaoit grs^idf^her, vfbf^ 



f. Contriiou king of CbcF^nQ and 8rp(u CL O-Cooaoi, 
king of Connaught. 

t Sir Tbonuu Orphem.-rMSjS. Qurghm ani Gotirgheoi* 
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yhi To Auch fcdottbtcd every where, could never 
reduce tliefn to obedience, and was always at war 
¥ith tftèfn. You have faid it was brought about b^ 
i treaty Êtnd the grace of God : the grace of God is 
good, and of infinite value to thofe who can ob- 
tain it ; but we fee few lords now-a-days augment 
their territories otherwife than by force. When t • 
fhall be returned to my native country of Hainault, 
and IJieatk of thefc matters, I fliall be ftHftly exa- 
îhîhcd concerning them ; for our lord duke Albert 
of Bavaria, earl of Holland, Hainault and Zea- 
land, and his fon Williâm of Hainault, ftilc them- » 
fcllres lords of Friefland, an extenfive country, 
oVti^ which they claim the government, as their 
prcdëcefïbrs have done before them; but thé 
Fncflartders refufe to acknowledge their right, and 
#îll not by any means fubmit themfclves to their 
ôbedrcnce/' 

ipo thiy Henry Caftide anfwered : ' In truth, fir 
J6M, I cannot iliore fully explain how it was 
B?ortrght abouti but it is generally believed by 
ittoft of our party, that the Irifh were exceedingly 
frightened at the great force the king landed in 
Irèland, wherfe it remained for nine months. Their 
coaffs were fo furrounded^ that neither provifior^ 
iTOff* hrèffchahdife could be landed; but the inland 
natives were indifferent to this, as they àré unac- 
quainted with commerce, nor do they wifli to know 
any thing of it, but fimply to live like wild^beafts. 
T^ofe who refide on the coaft oppofité to England 
are better informed^ and accuftomed to traiBe. 
King Edward, of happy memoryi had in his reign 
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fo many wars to provide for, in France, Brittany, 
Gafcony and Scotland, that his forces were difr 
jperfed in different quarters, and he was unable to 
fend any great armament to Ireland. When thç 

» Irilh found fo large a force was now copie ag^inft 
them, they confidered it mpft adyifable to .fuhmiç 
fhemfelvçs to the king of England. 

' Formerly,' when Saint Edward, who hz^h^tr^ 
canonifed, and wa§ worfhipped with much folem^ 
pity by the Englifh, was their king, he thrice de- 
feated the Danes on fea and lanc^. This Saint-Ed- 
ward, king of England, lord of Ireland and of Aqui- 

• taine *, the Ir|fti Ipvçd and feared more than any 
other king of England before or fince. It was for 
this reafon, t|i^t >yhen our king went thither lafl; 
year, he l^d afide the leopards and flower de luces, 
ind bore the arms of Saint Edward eniblazoned on 
all his banners : thefe were a crofs patence or, on ^ 
field gules, with four doyçs argept on the flucld or 
banner, as you pleaft» This we heard was very 
pleafing to the Irifh;^ ^nd inclined them more to 
fubmiflion, for in truth the anceftors of thefç four 
kings had done homage and fervice to Saint Ed- 
ward : they alfo confidered king Richard as a pru- 
dent and confciehtioys man, and have therefore 
paid their hopiage in the like manper as was dope 
to Saint Edward. 



• This mud be a miftake; for Aquitaine was brought to 
^he crown of England by thé marriage of Eieanora, the di- 
vorced queen of Louis le Jeune, king of France, ^ith Henry lU 
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* Thus I have related to you how our king ac- 
compliflied the objeét of his expedition to Ireland. 
Keep it in your memory, that when returned home 
ypu jnay infcrt it in your chronicle, wjth other 
Ijiftories that are conneftcd with it/ ' Henry,' 
iaid I, 'you have well fpokcn, and it fhall be 
done/ Upon this, we feparatedj and, meeting 
fpon afçer the herald March, I faid, — * March, <ell 
rpc what are the arms of Henry Caftide ; for I have 
'found him very agreeable, and he has kindly related 
to me the hiftory of the king's expedition to Ire- 
land, and of the four {riflx kipgs, who, as hç fays, 
were under his governance upwards of fifteeti 
days/ March replied, ' He bears for arms a 
^ chevron gules qn a field argent, with three be- 
fants gules^ two aboyç the chevron and one 

All thefe things I retained in my memory, 
^nd put on paper, for I wiflied not to forget 
{hem. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER IS ORDERED JACIC 

FROM AQUITAINE. KING RICHARD RECEIVES 

A FRIENDLY ANSWER TO THE PROPOSALS HIS 
AMBASSADORS HAD MADE TO THE KINO OP 
FRANCE FOR A MARRIAGE BETWEEN HIMl 
AND THE LADY ISABELLA, PRINCESS* OF' 
FRANCE. 

T REMAINED in the houfehold of the king of 
England as long as I pleafed : but I w^ not 
always in the fame place, for the king frequently- 
changed his abode. He went to Eltham, Leeds- 
caftle, Kingfton, Shene, Chertfey and Windfor^, 
none very far from London, 

I was told for atruth, that the king and his coun- 
cil had written to the duke of Lancaftcr to return 
to England, for thofe from Aquitaine had boldly 
declared they would not fubmit to any other lord 
but the king of England. This had bçen deter- 
mined on by fo large a majority of the council 
that the duke of Glocefter, anxious as he was to 
keep his brother out of England, could not pre- 
vail that the gift the king had made him fhould be 
perfevered in. 

The whole council were fearful, of the confe- 
quences : they were perfeftly aware of what 
the deputies from Gafcony had meant by their 
ipecchesi for they declared, that fhould the 
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deichy of Aqtfit^ne be alienated from the crown 
England, it would in times to come be very f«*e- 
judicial to its interefts. They were unwillingt 
therefore, to rifle fuch ^ lofs, as the towns of Bor- 
deaux and Bayonne had always ftrongly fupported 
the caufe of England. This was not forgotten to 
be urged in the council during the abfence of the 
duke of Gloccfter ; but when he was prefent none- 
daTcd to declare their real fentimênts. The afikir# 
therefore, was not further prefled, 

I will now fay fomething of the earl of Rutland^ 
the earl marfhal and the other Engliih ambaf- 
ladors, that had been fent to Françd to treaft of ft 
marriage between king Richard and the ycfunQ 
daughter of the king of France, who was rîot then? 
more than eight years old, and tell how they prof- 
pcrcd^ Thefe ambafladors continued their journey 
from Calais, through Amiens, Clermont in Beau- 
voifis, to Paris : wherever they paflcd, they werei 
moft honourably received, according to orders 
that had been given by the king of France and 
his council. They were lodged at Paris near the 
Croix (lu Tiroir, and their attendants and horfes,. 
to the amount of five hundred, in the adjacent 
ftreets. The king of Fraace refided at the Louvre^ 
the queen and her children at the hôtel de Saint 
Pol, tlie duke of Berry at the hôtel de Nèle, tho 
duke of Burgundy at the hôtel d'Artois : the duke 
of Bourbon, thd duke of Orleans, the count d^ 
Saint Pol and the lord de Coucy were at their owa 
hôtels 5 for the king had fummoncd the whole of 
his council, that he might be the better advifed 
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whacanfwfF te make to the Englifli hrd^ Ho 
had ordered that tw6 hundred crowns of France 
flioq|4 be paid during their ftay in Baris^ &r the 
expenies of them and their horfes^ 

The principal lords, fuch as the earl of Rutland 
and the earl marfhalj^ were frequently with thè^ 
kingj( and (laid dinner s the king, his brother and 
vncles, fhewed theiQ every attention, from refpeéb 
ÈO the king of England. The ambaifadors de-* 
manded an anfwer to their propofals, but were 
Ibme time put off with exçufes y fof it was matter 
of great furprife to every one tt^al the Englifti 
Ihould be fo forward to offer fuch an alliance after 
the bitter war that had been carried on between tha 
two nations, for fuch a length of time. Some in 
the council faid,— ' How will it be poffible for the 
king, our lord, to give his daughter in marriage 
to his adverfary the king of England ? We think, 
that before fuch a meafure can take place, there 
ought to be a folid peace eftablilhed between 
France, England, and their allies/ This and 
many other points were agitated iri the |)rivy 
council of France, 

There was at this period a very wife chancelloi;^ 
of France, called fir Arnaud de Corbie : he faw 
fer into events likely to happen, and knew well 
the different interefts that fwaycd the kingdom. 
He faid to the king and his uncles, — ^ My lords, 
we ought to go ftraight forward in this bufinefs i 
for king Richard of England Ihews plainly that he 
wilhes nothing but affedion to France, fince he is 
defirous to ally himfclf with us by marriage/ We 

have 
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had two conferences for pe^ce at Amiens and 
$t Lculinghcn, but neither were )brought to any 
better concUiIion than a prolongation of xhç truce. 
We Igiow for certain^ that the duke of Gloc^0;eri« 
in oppofition to the king of England and hi3 two 
f>roÂers pf Lancafter ^d of York, in every thing 
relative to a peace with France. Neither the king 
of England nor any others who wifli for peace caa 
make him change his fentiments^ but in the end he 
will not be able to withftand the king. Let us 
therefore make the moH: of this overture^ and give 
ambafladors fuch an anfwer that they may re- 
turp &tisfied.' The king of France and his un* 
clcs agreed with the chancellor, more elpecially die 
difkc of Burgundy, who was fo tired of war that 
he was anxious for peace on almoll any terms* 
He was principally induced to this from his tcrri* 
tories of Flanders, which he held in right of his 
duchefs, being oppofite to the fhores of England; 
and the hearts of the Flemings were more inclined 
to the Englifli than the French, from the corn** 
merce that was carried on between the two 
countries. 

It was determined in the privy council, that 
the hearty welcome which had been made to the 
Englilh Ihould be continued: the king pardcu* 
larly willed it fo: and it was advifed (whether 
through dilTimulation or not) that the ambafladors 
from England ihould receive kind anfwers, and 
have hopes given them before their departure 
that the king of England's propofal would be 
complied with; 

The 
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The qnétn of Frâncè réfidéd at the hôtti ôf 9ti 
Pol on the banks of the Seine ; and, the betted t6 
pleafc the ÈngKflh lords, their reqtieft^as gràntédi 
to vifu the queen and childrehi and elpedàlljr tht 
prificefs whom thcy\^ere foliciting for their quccfi; 
jte thèy were impatient to fee her. This had.beêh 
St firft refofed, for thé council excufed themfclf es; 
by faying that ftie Was but a child ; and that,- at hei^ 
âge of eight yeaa^Sv nothing could be judged of wiiàté 
flie might turn out. She had, howcVery béett 
well educated^ âs fhe fliewed the Engliffo îôféi 
when they waited upon her; for when éib lord 
marlhal had dropped on his knees> faying, ^ Mà*-« 
drfm'i if it pleafe Gôd>^ yoir fliall be ou^ lady afid 
qvttn/ {he replied inftantly, and withotft aiiy Ôhtf 
advifing her, * Sir, if it pleafc God,, arid ifrjr loi^ 
and father, that I fee queen of Epglaridi I ftaSi 
well pleafed thei^eat ; for I have been told I ftifil 
dien be a great lady.' She made the esrrl marfh^ 
Afe, and, taking him by the hand, led him to th# 
queen, who was much pleafed at her anfwer> ési^ 
were all who heard it. 

The appearance and manners of this ydung 
princcfs were very agreeable to the Englifli ambaf- 
fkdors J and they thought among themfelves that 
flie would be a l^y of high honour ahd great worth. 
When they had (laid at Paris rfiore than twenty 
days, having all their expenfes defrayed by the 
king of Fi'ance, they received favourable anfwérs 
to their demands from the king and council, with' 
great hopes that the objeft of their miffion woiald 
be accompliflied, but not immediately i for the 
* prin- 



prîncefs vas very young, and h^d likewîfe been 
betrothed CO dije fon of the duke of Çrittany. ThU 
o^ftacle they were told pipft be firft got over, be-s^ 
fore any thing further could be done in the m^tteV : 
it. fBU& therefore remain in this ftate the cnfuirjg 
winter: diiring; Lent the king of France woul4 
fend infbrmatbn of wh^t had been done to thp 
ki^ pf England ; and, when the days fhould be 
leagt}).ened, the weatl^er .fine, and the fea calp^ 
they might return, or any others whom the king 
of England (hould prefer to fend, and they wquld 
be i^rell received by the king and council of 

Tihb^ anfwpr was fatisfkâory to the Englifli am-r . 
bsl^dors. They took leave of the queen, her. 
da^igbtcf the lady Ifabella, the brother and uncles 
of the Jcy^, ?ftd of all of whom it was neceffary . 
to gike le;|ve, and left Paris^ following the fame- 
they had come from Calais. The earl of 
Rfu;lax)4 f ^^^^Mi ^ho were the pfinci«» 
pak in this embafly, haftencd, before any of theii^j 
attendants, to carry the news of what they had 
done to the king of England. They landed at 
Sandwich, and in lefs than a day and a half 
arrived at Windfor, where the king then was. He 
was much rejoiced at their arrival, and with the an- y -^ 
fwers they had brought back. He did not negleft 
this buïinefsj for his mind was fo much occupied 
with it, that his whole thoughts were employed 
on the means of obtaining the daughter of France 
for his queen. If the king of England was thus 

bufily 



bufily cmploycd,^ the king and council of France 
were not Icfs fo, in turning their 'thoughts how 
they cotild make the inoft of this marriage to thé 
honour and advantage of their country. 

Many fpoke of it, fayirig, — * If our advice wire 
^afked on the niatter, and liftened tô, would fay, 
that the king of England fliotfld never havcf z 
princefs of Francà until a firrti peace wete fhacdé 
between the two kingdoms and their dlics. What 
good can be looked to from this connefbioa 
to either country ? for the moment the truces 
expire, and they have but three years to run, 
the war will recommence with as much inve- 
teracy as before. Thcfe things oiight to be 
well confidered.' The dukes of Berry and Or^- 
leans, with many of the great barons of Fran<ie> 
were of this opinion, which was well known td 
Ac king, the duke of Burgundy, and to the 
chancellor, who were eager for any peace that 
ihould not be dilhonourable to the crown 
f^ce. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

A SCiyiltE OP NORMANDY, CALLED ROBERT 
THE HERMIT, HAVING DECLARED HE HAD 
SEEN A VISION, WHILE AT SEA, ORDERING 
HIM TO INTERFERE IN MAKING A PEACE 
BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND, IS SENT 
TO KING RICHARD AND HIS UNCLES TO . 
THIS EFFECT. 

AT this period, a valiant and prudent fquirc 
returned home to France : he had travelled 
much beyond fea, and his voyages and travels had 
gained him great renown, both at home and 
abroad, wherever they were known. This Tquirc 
was from the country of Caux in Normandy, and 
his name ^as Robert Menuot*, but he was called 
Robert the Hermit. He was of a religious and 
holy life, of fair fpcech, and might be about fifty 
years old- He had attended the conferences at 
Leulinghen between the lords of France and Eng- 
land, where his* difcourfes had been well liften- 
ed to. 

When Robert left Syria to return home, he cm- 
barked at Baruth, but had when at fea a furious 
tempefl: fo that, for two days and a night, he and 
his companions were in fuch danger they thought 
they muft be loft. Perfons in fuch peril are gene- 



* Robert Menuot. MSS. Mennot. 
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rally vcrj^ repentant and contrite, and have a 
greater fear of God, It happened, toward the end 
of the ftorm, when the weather and fea became 
fomewhat calmer, that a figure as bright as chryftal 
appeared to Robert, and f^d s ' Robert, thou fhalt 
efcape froiji this peril, as well as thy comptons 
for thy fake, for God ha§ favourably heard thy 
prayers. He orders i;hec by mç to 'return to 
France as fpeedily as thoij canft, and inftandy on 
thy arrival to wait on the king, and relate what 
has befallen thee. Thou wilt tell him to liften to 
peace with his adverfary the king of England, for 
their wars have lafted too long. Do thou inter- 
fere boldly when conferences lhall be holden tp 
treat of peace between king Charles and king 
Richard, for thou fhalt be heard -, and all thofe 
who ihall any way oppofe oi* prevent peace from 
taking efFedt, fhall dearly pay for their wickedncfs 
in their lifetime.' 

Upon this^ ihe voice ceafed and the figure va- 
nilhed, leaving Robert very penfivc on what he 
had heard. He, however, believed that what he 
had feen came from Heaven : and from that mo- 
ment they had wind and weather to their wilhes, 
which brought them to Genoa. 

Robert, on landing, took leave of his fellow- 
paflfengers, and made the beft of his way to Avig- 
non, where the firft thing he did was to pay his 
devotions in the church of St. Peter. Finding 
there the grand penitentiary, he confefled himfelf 
duly and devoudy to him, relating the vifion you 
have juH read, and afkçd his advice ho^ he ihould 
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érft on the occafion. The penitentiary ftriftly en» . 
- joined him not to mention the vifion to any one 
before he had told it to the king of France, accord* 
ing to the orders given him, and that whatever the 
king Ihould command he muft do, 
, Robert followed this adviccj and dreffing him- 
fclf in plain grey cloth, with very fimple àttend- 
Mts^ left Avignon, and continued Ijis journey to 
Parisi where he heard that the king was at Abbe- 
ville to be near the conference at Amiens between 
the French and Englifh. He immediately' went 
to the abbey of St. Peter, whcfe the king was 
lodged^ at Abbeville, and was introduced to the 
prefence by a Norman knight, his neareft relation» 
called fir William Martel, ^ho was of the king's ' 
chamber. Robert minutely related every thing 
that had happened to him, which the kingliftened 
to with great attention s but, as the duke of Bur- 
gundy and fir Arnaud dç Corbie, chancellor of 
France, the twof moft aftive commiflloners for 
France, were abfcnt at the conference, he faid to 
Robert,—* Our council are at Leulinghen : you 
will Ireniairt here until they fliall return, wh<fn I 
will talk with my uncle of Burgundy and the chan* 
cellor^ and ad: according as they Ihall beft advife 
me/ * God a(fift them !' anfwcred Robert. 

This fame week the commiflionefs returned to 
Abbeville from the conference, brining with them 
a projeft for peace. The Englifli had inferted ar- 
ticles of fuch importance as a preliminary, that 
they had refufed to admit them without knowing 
firft the king's will on the fubjeâ, and on their 
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arrhrd they laid them before his majcfty. Th« 
king took his uncle of Burgundy and the chan* 
cellor afide, to inform them of what Robert the 
hermit had told him, and to know if it ought to 
be believed and afted upon. They having looked 
at each other fome time in filence, faid they would 
examine this Robert themfclves, and then would give 
him their opinion. Robert was fent for, and, being 
not far from where thefe fccret councils were held, 
loon arrived. On his admiffion, he paid the king 
and the duke of Burgundy much relpeft -, and the 
king &id, * Repeat once more, very minutely, all 
that you told me.* * Willingly, fire,* replied 
Robert. He then detailed all you have before 
Ifeard of his adventures and vifion, to which they 
attentively 4iftened j and, when he had done, they 
defired him to leave the chamber, thefe three only 
remaining together. The king gfked the duke of 
Burgundy what he thought ot it : ^ My lord,* 
faid he, ^ the chancellor and myfelf will confidcr . 
of it, and give you our anfwer to-morrow.* * Very 
well,* anlwered the king. 

The duke and the chancellor confulted a fong 
time by themfelves on this matter, and on their 
mode of ading ; for they faw the king believed 
the whole, and was defirous that Robert fhould be- 
added to them as a commiffioner, for he was fo 
doquent he converted the hearts of all who heard 
him. They at laft refolved, that if Robert Ihould 
publicly declare the orders he had received ia his* 
viùony it would be advifaUe for him to come to 
I^euHoghen and explam it to die lord^ pf England^ 

and 



itûêià ail V9H0 wtfhed to bear itr tk^ itwas lawfid 
to to ad ; and this mzs thé aalwer they mi^ic to the 
king on the cnfuing day. : : 

When the duke of Burgundy and die chancellcv 
returned to the conference, they carried Robert the 
hermit with thehi, who was ready enough to fpeak 
what you have heard. On the lords of France and * 
England being aflembled^ Robert came in die 
midft ctf them> and eloquendy told the,vifionhe 
had at fea> and maintained, by a long harangue» 
that what it faid was by divine infpiration, and that 
God had fcht it to him, bcciaufc he willed it fliould 
be fow Some of the Engliih lords, fuch as the 
duke of Lancafter, the carl of Salifbury^ fir Tho- 
mas Percy, fir William Clanvow, the bifliops of 
Saint Ifcivid's and London, were inclined to credit 
wkat Robert related f but the duke of Glbccftet 
and the earl of Ànindel paid iiot any regard to it, 
and, when at their lodgings, in the abfence of the, 
French lordsj feid it was Only a cheat, and a ftory 
ifnade up, to laugh at and deceive them^ They una- 
nimoufly rcfolved to write to king Richard every 
particular of what Robert the hermit had faid and 
feen. This was done, and the letters given to a 
knight of the king's chamber, called fir Richard 
Credon, who found the king at a handlinne place in 
Kent, called Leeds caftle. He prcfented the king 
letters from his commiflioners at LeuUnghen, which 
gave him a full detail of every thing relative ço 
Robert the hermit. 

The king took much delight in pcrufing ihefo 
letters at his leifure, and, and, when he came to 
' N 2 , thft 
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fist chat related to Robert the hermit^ he ùid^ he 
ihould be glad to fee and hear this Robert; for he 
was inclined to believe that what he faid had hap- 
pened to hiih, might be true. He wrote back to 
the duke of Lancafter and the earl of Salifbury, 
to prefe them to exert themfclvcs, that a firm peace 
ihould be eilablilhed between him^ the king of 
France and his allies; for, as Robert the hermit 
had faidj .the wars had lafted too long» and it 
was full time to hit upon fome means to procure 
peace. 

I have before related the whole of this matter ; 
and that as nothing was concluded^ in regard to a 
peace, a truce had been agreed on by the com- 
miflioners on each fide, before they ieparated, 
between the two kingdoms su^d their allies» to laft 
for four years» while, in the mean time, they would 
itudy to promote a lading peace. Such were the 
intentions of the Englifli commiflloners, with die 
exception of the duke of Glocefter ; for he was 
refolved, on his return to England, to oppofe any 
peace with France ; but he diflembled then his real 
fentiments, to pleafe the king and his brother of 
Lancaften Thus did I become acquainted with 
what palTcd relative to Robert the hermit. 

Shortly after the return of the carl of Rutland, 
the earl marihal, the archbifliop of Dublin, fir 
Hugh Defpencer, fir Lewis Clifford, and thole 
who had been attached to the embafiy to France, 
bringing with them friendly anfwers relative tQ 
the marriagç, the parliament 'affembled at Weft- 
minftcr. Thcfc parliaments laft ufuaUy four days, 
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^en all bufinefs relative- to the country^ k 
fettled. 

At the meeting of this parliament the duke of 
Lancafter returned from BordeaiDc> whither he had 
been fcnt as duke of Aquit^ne^ for the inhabt* 
tants had refufed to receive him in that qualitjr. 
But I have mentioned thefe things before^ aod 
Ihall therefore fay no more on the fubjeâ. The 
duke of Lancafter» on his return to England^ was 
well received by the king and lords» as was rights 
and they difcourfed on various bufinefs together. 

As foon as it was known in France that the 
duke of Lancafter was in Englandj the king' and 
his council refolved to fend thither Robert the 
hermit» with credential letters to the king ofEng^ 
land» who was defirous of feeing him ; and that^ 
when he (hould come back to France/ the count 
de Saint Pol would go thither. 

Robert the hermit would be well received by 
the king and lords of England^ who would cheer- 
fully attend to all he fliould relate of the affairs of 
Syria, Tartary> of Bajazct and Turkey, where hé 
liad refided a long time; fw of ^ch matters the 
Bagliflx lords arc very curious. Rt>bert was or* . 
dcred to make his preparations for going to £ng« 
land^ which much pleafed him, faying he wotild 
willingly go tluther, as it was a country he had 
nevçi: feen^ 

Cre^^ntial letters: were given bim from the king 
of France to king Richard and to his uncles. Rp* 
bcrt left Paris with his array of only fcven horfes^ 
(bm all his exjpenibs^ as was juft, were to be paid 
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bjr* the king of France,) and travelled to BoUi 
logne, where he embarked and croflcd to Dover* 
• He went thence to Eltham, a palace of die king^ 
of England, feven miles from London, and met 
there the king, the duke of Lancafter, the earU 
of Salilbury and Huntingdon, and fir Thomas 
Percy, who fliewed him much attention* in honour 
• to çhe kixig of France, as did their fovcreign, 
^om his defire to fee him, He gave hiis letters tp 
the king and the other lords, who perufcd them 
with pleafurc ; but the duke of Glocpfter was, I 
Ijeliçve, at this time at a caftle of his called Plelhy^ 
in Eflcx. When Robert had remained at Eltham 
with the ktog'açKi his court five days^ he took his 
leave, and departed tq vifu the duke of Glocefter. 
With this intent he rode tp London, and, on the 
next day, continued .his Journey, ^d lay at atown^ 
fifteen miles from London, çalled Brehonde an4 
on the morrow arrived at Plefhy, where he was 
handfoniely received by the duke and duchefs and 
their children, 

r Robert, delivered lus letters from the king of 
France to the duj^e, who, on finding they were 
credential letters, took Robert afide, and demanded 
the oaufe of his coming. Robert replied, that he 
would felj him at his leifure, for that he was not 
come to make a Oiort vifit. < WpU/ faid the 
duke, * you are very welcome/ Robert the hermit 
was well acquainted with the double character or 
the duke, and that he was violent againft a peace 



• Srehonde. Q;.BrciitwQfld. Borntwood. 
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With France, and in ftrong oppofitlon to the kinç^ 
and his brother of Lancafter, who were well in* 
clined to put an end to the war. He knew not 
well how to begin on this bufinefs, nor what means 
to urge to make him change his opinion.; for he 
h^d witneffed his violence at Leulinghcn, and 
knew that a war with France was uppermoft in Ws 
thoughts. This, however, did not prevent Ro- ^ 
hçrt from talking to the duke of Glocefter refpeft- 
ing a peace ; but he found the duke cold and re-;^ 
fcrved in his anfwers. He faid, * that he had two 
cider brothers, of Lancafter and York, and that 
it was to them fuçh aSàirs ought to be addrefled^ 
in preference to him ; befides, fuppofing he waç 
willing to agree to a peace, perhaps the reft of* 
ihc nation would not confent,*^ 

^ My very dçar lord,' replied Robert, ^ for the 
love of our Lord Jesus CHi^K^T.do not oppofe a 
peace ; you can do a great deal towards forming 
oncf ai)(iyou know how mych your king and 
pephew is inclined to. it, who, befidçs, is anxious 
^o ftrengthen the lovç betwep the tyiro kingdoms, 
by a mvria^e \?ith the daughter of t^e king of 
Ç^rance,* 

To this thç duke anfwered,— ' Robert,, although 
you are at this moment in high fevour, and well 
iiftenç4 by the kings and lords of both copntries, 
the niatteiç o( peace, is of fo jpuch confideratipn, 
^at perfons of greafeç is^eighj^ljao^ ypu muft in-r 
^crfere in it. I rçpcat to yo,u, whajt I have fre- 
quently faid at different places and times, that t 
l^iall nçvier be againl^ a peace that is honourable to 
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my country. AU that m a former peace was agreed 
pppn with the king my father, and my brother the 
jhc prince of Wales, and confirmed by the oath of 
king John^ for himfelf and fucceffprs, under pe-^ 
|jalty of excommunication by the pope, has not 
been kept, and their oaths arc of no value. The 
Frpnch have fraudulendy broken the articles of 
this peace, an4 have even taken pofleffion> by 
treachery and force, of thofe lands, caftles and 
towns, that were given up at the peace to opr late 
king and father* and to his fucceflbrs; Belides, 
of the three millions of francs which were to be 
paid as the ranfom of king John, fix hundred 
thoufand are yet unpaid. 

^ Thefe matters, ftobcrt, being fo frefh in our 
memory, trouble us gready, and make us cau-r 
tious ; and we wonder (I fpeak not only of myfelf 
but of others who have a right to interfere in the 
government) how our king fliould be fo thought-: 
lefs that he does not compare pafiTed times with 
the prefcntj and how he can think of uniting 
bimfclf with his enemies, and thereby difinr 
heriting the crown of England of all future advan- 
tage.' 

f Ocar lord,' replied Robert, « our Lo&p 
Jesus Chjiist fufFcred on the crofs for us finners; 
but he fqrgavç, at his death, thofe who had cm- 
cified him. It is neceflary, therefore, that wc ii^ 
like manner forgive our enemies, if wc expeft tQ 
te admitted to the glories' of paradife. ' All hatred, 
inalice and ill win were put an end to, and mutur 
' ' ' aUy 
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oSly pardoned^ the à^' ûit peace was figned bf 
your ancel):or at Csl^sI 

^ War was aftejfwards renewed with bitccrncfi 
between the twocountries^ through faults and de« 
ceptions on QS^h fide ; for, when the prince of 
Wales rçtunied fi-opa Çaftillç to Aquitaine, a fct of 
peqple, called Compamons, the greater part of 
whom were Eqgiifhi or Gafcons dependant on the 
king of England or thp prince, colleélcd together 
4nd çfiterçd France, without the fmalleft title of 
r/safon;i and carried thither a more difallrous war 
than the preceding one. They called the king- 
<}om ofpr^ce their m^or, and were fo deter- 
mined on mifchief there was no refitting them : 
for this reafon, when the realm* was fo oppreflçd, 
ànd the evils daily multiplying, king Charles, fon 
to Jdng John, was advifcd by his vaflals to provide 
^ remedy, ^nd oppofe fuch conduft by open war 
or otherwile. 

* Many great barons of Gafcony' at this time ' 
allied themfclves with the king of France, whom 
the prince of Wales, who ought to have been their 
lord, wilted to ppprefs and bring more under his 
power, as they faid and wanted to prove by 
various fa6b, but which, they would not longer 
fuffcr. They made war on the prince, in confor- 
mity to their appeal to the king of France, who, 
by the advice of his council, joined them in order* 
to get rid of thefe free companies that ravaged 
France. Many lords, towns and catties turned to 
fhe king of France from the opprcFions they la- 
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boured under from the prince, or thofe cmplojrçdl 
by him, 

^ Thus was the war renewed with more invcte-* 
racy than before, to the deftruftion of the people 
and country, as well as the weakening the faith of 
God. This laft is fo fenfibly felt in Chriftendoni 
that the enemies of our faith, much emboldcncdji. 
have already conquered great part of Greece, and 
t3ie empire of Conftantinople, through fault of nofr 
rcfifting a Turk called Bafant, furnamcd Ampra- 
baquin*. He has conquered the whole kingdom 
of Armenia, with thç exception of the Angle town 
of Courch, fituated on the fea-lliore, like/South- 
ampton or Briftol in this country. 

* The Genoeffe and Venetians hpld this ag^nft 
the Turks; but they cannot Iqng withftand the 
power of Bajazet, e^iperor of Conftantinople^ 
who is of your blood, for he is the fon of Hugh 
de Lufignan, by the lady Mary de Bourbon, cou- 
fin-german to the queen your mother. Butfliouldt 
there be peace (as there will, if it pleafe God^ 
between France ' a,nd England, all knight^ and 
fquires defirous of glory, and of exalting their 
names, will haften thither, and aflift the k,ijjg of 
Armenia to drive out the Turks fton\ his king- 
dom. The war has continued too long bçtwecn 
France and England, and all thofe who ma»y any 



• This Amorabaquin, fo much disfigured, was the fultaa 
Bajazet, who afcended the throne 139K He was (urnamed, 
like his father, T Amurath Bacquin, according to th« MSS. in 
thç Britiih Mufeum. 
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way oppofe or delay the bleffings of peace wi^ 
<cvefcly be punilhcd in this life for fo doing/ 

* Ho^Y do you know that ?* faid the duke of 
Gloceftcr. 

* Dear lord,* anfwercd Robert, * all I fay comes 
from divine infpiration, and was given me in a 
vifion as I was returning by fea from Baruth in 
Syria towards the ifland of Rhodes.' He then re- 
lated fully all he had fecn and heard in this vifion, 
the more efFeftually to move the heart of the duke 
of Gloceftcr to liftçn^ to terms of peace. But the* 
heart of the duke was hardened againft peace, and 
he always returned to his former opinions, holding 
in contempt, by his words, die French in all 
jhings, notwithftanding what Robert had faid to 
j|iim : howeyer, as he was a foreigner, .and fcemed 
fager to do good, and knowing befide that the 
Jcing of England wanted to conclude a peace, he 
i^iflcmblcd his real fentiments as much as he 
pould, àr^d turned the converfation to other fub- 
^cfts. 

Robert the hermit ftaid two days and as many 
nights at Plefliy with the duke and duchefe of 
Gloceftcr and their children, who, in outward ap- 
pearànce, rpade him very welcome. On the third 
àay, he toolf leave of them, and departed for 
London; and went thence to Windfor, where the 
king then refided. He was handfomely enter- 
tained at ^indfor^ as well in honour to the Jcing 
of jFrance, who had fent him, as' on account of 
liis eloquence and good manners. It may be 
fu|çofed tl^^ the king of England inquired of 
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hîm fccredy how he had fuccecded with his uncle 
of Glocefter, and Robert told him truly all that had 
paired. 

The king knew well that the duke of GloCefter 
would never willingly agree to a peace with 
France, from his preference to. war : he therefore 
paid muck greater court, and (hewed -more affec- 
tion to his other uncles of JLancafter and York, 
and to other prelates and barons of .England^ who 
be thought would ferve him, 
• Robert the hermit, having been a month or 
more in En^and, began to make preparations for 
his departure. When he took leave of the king 
and lords, the king made him very rich prefents, 
out of love to the king of France, as did the 
dukes of Lancafter and York^ the earls of Hunt* 
ingdon and Salifbury, and fir Thomas Percy. 
The king had him efcofted as far as Dover, where 
he embarked, and landed at Calais: he thenjpur- 
neyed on to Paris, where hç found the king and 
queen of France, and his uncle5> to whom he 
faithfully related tjie detail of his journey, and die 
good cheer the king of England had made him, 

Meflcngers were almoft daily pafling from one 
king to the other, with the moft friendly letters ' 
from each. The king of England was very im- 
patient to fucceed in his marriage with the daughter 
of the king of France, who, on his fide, had an 
afièâion for it, as he did not fee liow he could 
more npbly marry her, 
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CHAP. xxvn. 

THE LORD DE LA RIVIERE AND SIR JOHN LS 
MERCIER ARE DELIVERED OUT OF PRISON. 

'TpHE lord de la Riviere and fir John Ic Mer- 
cicr, after having been carried from prifoft 
to prifon, and to different caftles, were at lafl: 
given up to the provoft of the Chatelet, and ia 
daily cxpeâration of bemg put to death, through 
the hatred of the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, 
and their advifers. They had been in this melan^ 
choly ftate for more than two years, without the 
king being able to aflift them; He, however, 
would not confent to their execution j and the 
dukes of Berry and Burgundy perceived that the 
^uke of Orleans ftrongly befriended them. 

. The duchefs of Berry was incefTant in her en- 
treadeswith her lord in their favour, more parti- 
cularly for the lord dc la Riviere ; but they could 
not condemn one without the other, for they were 
both implicated in the fame accufarion. The foli« 
citations of many worthy perfons, added to the 
juftice of their caufe, were of much weight : and 
feveral of the great barons of France thought they 
had now fufEciently fuffcred, and fliould be fet at 
liberty ; for that fir John le Mercier had wept fo 
continually, when in prifon, his fight was weak* 
cned fo that he could fcarcely fee, and it was cur- 
rcndy reported he was quite blind. 

At 
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Ât lengÀ, there was an end put t6 thcîr tuffct^ 
ings ; for the king, although he had confentcd td 
their imprifonment, for rcafons vrhich had been 
given him, granted them his pardon, deferring 
fiirther inquiry into what had been laid to their 
charge until a futiirfe opportunity, and when . he 
Ihould be more fully informed. All his lands and 
caftles were reftored to the lord dc la Riviere^ and, 
in the firft inftance, the beautiful caftle of Aiineau, 
near Chartres, on the borders of Beaucc s biit he 
was ordered thither, and never to rccrofs the rivci? 
Seine, unlefs recalled by the king -s own mouth. 

Sir John le Mercier returned to his fine houfe 
*ofNoviant, of which he bore the tide lord,, in 
theLaonnoisj and he had fimilar orders not CO 
^epafs the rivers Seine, Marne and Oifcs ùnkâ 
fpecially commanded by the king. They aHb 
bound themfelves to go to whatever prifon they 
might hereafter be ordered by the kin^ or by his 
commiffionej-Si The two lords thankfully aoceJK- 
ed this grace, ànd were rejoiced to\be delivered 
from the Chatelet. On gaining their liberty, they 
thought they fhoûld be allowed to fee the king, and 
thank him for his mercy, but it was not fo : the/ 
were forced to quit Paris inflandy, and fet out for 
their different eftaces. They, however, obtained 
their liberty, to the great joy of all who were at-^ 
tached to them» 
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cttAP. xxvm. 

The duke of brittany and sir Oliver ttf 

CLISSON ARE RECONCILED,— THE DOWAGER 
QVEEN OF SICILY INSTITUTES A LAW-SUIT IN 
THE. COURTS OF PARIS AGAIllST SIR PETER DS 
CRAON. 

V'OU have often heard of the feuds between the 
duke of Brittany and fir Oliver dc Cliflbnj 
and that, whçnevcr the two parties met, a deàdl jr 
engagement enfued, without either fide fhewing 
mercy. In this warfare, however, fir Oliver had 
the advantage, for two-thirds of the country were 
in his favour. The barons of Brittany diflemble4 
i;)etween. both ; and the citizens of the chief towns 
told the duke, that this war no way concerned 
theni, and that they, would not interfere in it, for 
that commerce was more efUcntial to them than a 
war with the lord de Cliffon, 

Sir Oliver held them excufcd in regard to him, 
as xhey would be mediators in a peace, which the 
vifcount de Rohan, the lord de Leon and the 
lord de Dignan, were prefling on the duke of 
Brittany, who Ittd declared to thefe three lords, 
that if he could obtain a meeting with the lord 
dc Cliflfon, he would comply with fuch terms 
as they fliould think honourable to propofe. 
, Thefe three barons went to the caftle where fir 
Oliver refided, and told' him how far they had 

fuccceded 



fuccccdcd with the duke, who woirfd at any tîmé 
grant him and his cothpany pafi^rts for coming 
and going ; and £hat they imagined, if once they 
could meet, all their quarrels would be ptit ânend 
to. 

The lohi de Cliffon replied,—^ You arc all my 
friends and relations, and I put my whole confix 
dence in you : I verily believe what you fay frorai 
the duke that he would willingly have me in his 
prefence ; hiÈi as God and my lord St. Yves may 
help itie, I will never on fuch words or promife 
quit my caftle. Tell himf, finfce he has deputed 
you heft, to fend me his eldeft fon, who ihall 
remain as my jiledge $ and, when he fliaU be ar« 
rived, I will wait on him when and where he 
pleafes. As my end ihall be, fo will be that of 
his fon 5 if 1 return, he fhall return j btit, if I 
be detained, fo (hâill he. Such are my coiidi* 
tions.* 

The three barons, feeing they could gain no 
other anfwer, were fatisfied with it, and, taking 
their leave in a friendly manner, departed for 
Vannes, where the duke was waiting for- them, 
and related to him the propofal from fir Olivef 
de Cliflbn. The duke could not obtain other 
terms j and the lord de Clilfon had greatly the 
advantage in this war: the duke conquered 
nothing from him, while fir Oliver won lèverai 
places from the duke, befidcs having twice cap- 
tured all his gold and filver plate, with many pre- 
cious jewels, all of which he turned to his own 
profit- ^ 

The 



I 



i9i - 

^ht end, homvcr, of this quarrel vtras as fol- 
lows: The duke of Brittany^ as ^reat a prince as 
lie wasj faw plainly he could no way bend the lord 
de Cliflbn to nis will, for he had too many friends 
in Brittany. With the estéeption of the great » 
barons in the duchy, all the knights^ fquires and 
inhabitants of the principal towns, inclined to the 
lord de Cliflbn. The barons diflcmbled their fen- 
dmentSj and told the duke, they would hôt inter- 
fbe in the matter unlefs it fhould be to mediate a 
peacCt if any nieans could be found out for fo 
doiog. The àvkt of Orleans^ in particular, fup- 
portéd fir Oliver underhand in various ways, and 
he was well pleafed whenever he received news of 
the good fuccefs of his enterprifes. 

The duke of Brittany, who was of a fubde Ima-^ 
ginationt and had laboured hard with many diffi- 
culties in his time, weighed all thefe circum- 
ftances ; and alfo that he was not beloved by his 
-iiibjeâs, who would ihew it, if they dared, without 
infiinging their homage, as well as the children 
of fir Charles de Blois flain at the batde of Auray ; . 
namely John of Brktany, count de Penthievre and 
Ximbges, married to the daughter of the lord dc 
Cliflbn i fir Henry of Brittany ♦ his brother, and 



• fienyt Sauvage fays in a marginal note, that he never heard 
ét thii perTonage before, and fuppofes th4t $t that period the 
count de Penthievre had not any brother^ 

In Anderfon's Royal Genealogies, the lord Charles de Blob 
luid iibepuido count de Penthievre, died S. P.^John, married 
to Margaret d^e Cliflbn,-«N. N. married to Charles of Spain, 
Confiable of Prance, murdered by the king of Navarre,— Mary^ 
wnk of Lewis duke of Anjou, fon of John king of France* 

Vol.. XI. O tkir 
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their fitter the queen of Naples and Jerufalcfm* 
He felt like wife that he was growing old, that his 
children were young, and, except the duke and 
duchefs of Burgundy, he had not a friend in 
France who would take care of them, in cafe of 
his deccafc ; for, by the mother's fide, they came 
from the branch of Navarre, which was not a fa- . 
mily well beloved in France from the remembrance 
of the many wicked a£ts, in former times, of king 
Charles of Navarre, the duchefs of Brittany's fa- 
ther. He was therefore afraid, Ihould he die 
during the fubfifting hatred of fir Oliver dc ClilFon 
and the count de Penthievre, his children would 
have too many enemies. He perceived alfo that 
the Englifli, who had certainly raifed him to the 
hoiiours he now pofleflfed, were becoming indif- 
ferent to his welfare, and would probably increafe 
in coolnefs, if the information he had received of 
the approaching connexion between the kings of 
France and England were true. He had learnt 
that the treaty of marriage was far advanced be- 
tween the king pf England and the daughter of the 
king of France, who had been promifed to his" 
cldeftfon. 

All thefe things alarmed the duke, but efpeci- 
ally what has bcen.laft mentioned . troubled him 
more than all the reft. Having fully confidered 
them, he refolved to throw afide all diflcmbling, 
and openly and honeftly make peace with fir Oliver 
de Clîfîbn and John of Brittany 5 leaving them to 
fay what amends, if any, he fliould make for the 
damages done them durmg the war, and for what 

had 
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happened in former rimes, rcferving to hiih-.- 
ifelf tlic duchy of Brittany, which was to defcend , 
after him to his children, according to the treaty 
that had been figned, with the approbation of all 
parties, by the children of fir Charles dc Blois. 

This treaty he was not defirous to have broken r: 
on the contrary, he would that every article fhould 
beobferved, and that it fhould again be fworn to 
and loyally maintained in its whole extent. Should 
John of Blois, count de Penthievre, not be faris- 
ficd with his inheritance in Brittany, he would fairly 
leare it to the vifcount de Rohan, the lords de 
Dignan, de Laval, de Leon, de Beaumont, and 
fir John dc Harpedane, to fctde the matter be* 
twcen them. 

The duke of Brittany, having maturely ar* 
l^ged this in his own mind, without aflcing ad- 
vice from any one of his council^ called a fecrc- 
tary, to iHrhom, on entering his chamber, he gave 
a large fheet of paper, and faid, Write down as 
I lhall diâate/ The fecretary being ready, the 
duke repeated to him every word he was to write. 
The letter was indited in the moft friendly terms 
to fir Oliver de Cliflbn, defiring him to devifei 
fome means for them to have an interview, when 
every thing fhould be fctded in the moft agreeable 
manner. 

When die letter was folded up, in the prefence 
only of the duke and his fecretary, he fcaled it 
vrhh his fignet, and, calling his moft trufty varlet 
into the chamber, faid, — * Haftcn to caftle JofTelin, 
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tnd rây boldly that I have fcnt thcc to fpcak with 
my coulin fir Oliver dc Ciiflbn. .Thou wilt be in- 
troduced to iiim : falutc him from me : if he re- 
curA the ialute> give him this letter, and bring me 
back his ^mfwer ; but on thy life tell no man, wo^ 
nun or child whither thou art going, nor who haa 
fcnt thee.' 

The varlct, having promifed obedience, fet 
out, and on his arrival at chateaurjofielin, the 
guaid was greatly furprifcd when they heard that 
die duke of Brittany had fent him to Ipeak with 
their lord, Ncverthelefi, they informed fir OUver 
of his coming, who ordered him into his prelence : 
on his entrance, be delivered fais meiTage and the 
letter. The lord de Ciiflbn examined the private 
iigaet of the duke^ which he knew well, opened 
the letter, and read it two or three times over, and 
was much aAonifbed, during the perufal, at the af*- 
feâîonate and friendly terms it was written iiu 
After mufing fome time, he told the varlet he / 
would confider his anfwer, and prderied him to be 
conduced to aa apartment by himj^f. 

Thjc aitcnd^cs of the lord dc Çliiïbà were con^ 
tomd^d jif what they faw and heard > for never' be* 
^ore i^ad any on^c come from (he duke of Brittany 
wbQ flop been inftaiidy put p dead>, or con^ 
fined in the dcepefl: dungeon- When fir Oliver 
had rtàx^ to his chamber, his thouj^hts were oc- 
cMpkd wiJth the contends of the Icttei", and Wi 
l^ed tp th^ duke was cxmgmQxc^, from the fub* 
mMrp 4nd a,Seâ:ipnatc manner in which he b^ 
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Written to him : he faid to himfclf ûat he would 
prove him, and fee if he were really in eameft j 
for he could not venture to go to him merely on 
the faith of this letter, and, if any accident hap« 
pened to him, he would be pitied by none. 

He determined, therefore, that if the dufce 
would fend his fon as an hoilage, he would come 
ta him when and where he pleafed, but not other- 
wife. He wrote a very friendly anfwer, and the , 
conclufion was, that if he wiihed to fee him, he 
muft fend his fon as his pledge, who would be taken 
the greateft care of until hb return. This letter 
was fealed and given to the varlet, who haftcned 
back to the duke at Vannes, where he was impa* 
riendy expecting him. On receiving the letter 
from fir Oliver, he inftandy read it : having paufed 
a moment, he faid, ' I will do it ; for, fince I 
mean to treat amicably with hirti, every caufc of 
diftn ft muft be removed. * He wrote to the v| ^count 
de kohan, who refidcd at his caftlc of Caire, in the 
neighbourhood of Vannes, to come to him. The viA 
count, on the receipt of the duke's letter, waited ^ 
on him, and he then explained his intentions, by * 
faying, ^ Vifcount, you and the lord de Mon- 
boucher fhall carry my fon to château Joficlm, 
and bring bacîk with you the lord de Cliflbn^ 
for I am determined to make up our quarrel.* 
The vifcount replied, that with joy he would 
ebey him. 

It was not many days after, Aat the viA 
f oynt de Rohan, the lord de Monbouchcr and 
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fir Yyes de Tegrc, carried the boy,- who might 
be about fcven years old> to chateau Joflclin, 
where they were handfomely and honourably 
received by fir Oliver de Cliflbn. When he 
faw the boy, and this proof of confidence from 
the duke, he was much affefted. The three 
^nights alfo faid, ^ You fee, fir, how well in- 
clined the duke is to you : he now bears you no- 
thing but the fincereft affcftion.' * I am at pre- 
fent convinced of it/ replied fir Oliver; ' andj^ 
fince he makes fuch advances, I will not be be- 
hind hand, but put myfclf under his obedience. I 
know not if to you, who are fo nearly related to 
him, and in whom he has fuch truft as to con^ 
fide his fon and heir, to bring and leave here as 
an hoftage yntil my return, he has told the con- 
tents of the letter he fent me under his private 
fignet/ 

^ Sir,' anfwered the knights, ^ he has aflured 
us of the earneft and fihcere defire he has to make 
peace with you ; and you may believe us, for 
we are your relations/ ' I firmly do believe you,* 
faid fir Oliver, as he went out to fetch the duke's 
letter. Having read it to them, they replied, 
* He certainly has fpoken to us in the very fame 
terms in which he has written to you, and in con- 
fequence has fent us hither.' 

^ So much the better,* anfwered fir Oliver. 

It was not long after the arrival of the three 
knights, with the heir of Brittany, before the* 
lord de Cliflbn had made his preparations. They 

all 
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•ttfet^ilt together from chateau JolTclin, carry- 
ing the boy with them; for fir Oliver faid he 
would give him back to his father, as hence- 
forward he (hould never diftruft the duke, after 
the trial he had made of him. Such gcnerofity 
was Ihewn on both fides^ that it was no wonder a 
firm peace was die confequence. 

They, continued their journey to Vannes, where, 
according to the duke's orders, fir Oliver dif- 
mounted at a convent of the Dominicans, which 
is lituated widiout the town, where the duke had 
fixed the meeting to take place. When he heard 
that the lord de Cliffon had brought back his fon, 
he was highly delighted with his generofity and 
courtefy. The duke ftt out from his caftle of la 
.MottPi for the convent, where he and fir Oliver 
Shut themfclves up in ^ chamber: having con- 
verfcd fomc time, they went privately into the 
garden, wd thence tp the banks of a, river, and 
entered a fmall boat that conveyed them to a large 
•▼eflTel that lay at anchor at the mouth, of the i;iver, 
which they boarded, and, when, at a diftancc from 
their people,, çowinuedc for a, long time iji con- 
ference. 

* l cannot pretend tp fay what paflcd between 
-them, ..but 1 will relate the confequencçs.. Their 
: friends thought they were all the time in the con- 
vent, when they were on fliip-board, arranging 
all things ot\ the footing they wiflicd them to 
• , remain. They were upwards of two hours to-; 
.gcthcr, if not longer, according to what I heard, 
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and hiâde a firm peace^ which they nmtu^ fWàrt 
to obfcrvc moft religioufly. 

When they were about tx) return, tliey caUeil 
their boatman, who rowed them back to the place 
he had brought them from, and they entered 4^ 
church by a private door, through the garden and 
cloiftcrs of the convent, whence they (boo de» 
parted for the caftle of la Mottç, the dttke hold- 
ing fir Oliver by the hand. AU who thus iawthem 
were pleafçd : indeed, the whole of Britnmy was 
very happy when the news of this recoo^adoa 
was. made public i but greatly were they tavm 
prifed on hearing how it had been brought aboui« 

John of Blpis, count de Penthievre, was no lofer 
by this peace ; on the contraryi his revcfuie 
^gmented twenty thouiknd golden crowns of 
France, well and legally al&gned to him and hb 
heirs. To qonfirm and ilrengthen this pcaee» a 
inarriage wa$ concluded between the fan of John 
pf Bloi^ and a daughter of the duke of Brittanyi 
fo that thçfç who looked for a continuance of war 
lyere difappointed. When intelligence of ihtSé 
tranfai^ions reached France and Ënglànd^ i% ctufe^ 
very great furprifc*. 

You 

• Wheij Ae duke of Brittany and the ler4 de Cliflbn vmo 
reconciled, they namc4 commiffioners 19 pot llietf agreenent 
into a legal form; and« according (o the hiftpna4 of Brittai^ 
often quoted, thefe lawyers n^et at Aucfer, near ^on, the 19^ 
OÛQber 1395. The principal articles of the treaty were» thai 
^e duke fhouldaffign over to the count de Penthievre die lovi* 
jf^ps of Ch^teauneuf F«re| Y^elgouet» Qourieo, Doaalt^ 



^ YovL httve before had ît rthteâ ha^ fir Pttet 
de Ciaon incurred the indignation of the king of 
France and diednke of Toiiraine, for his attempt 
to murder the conftabte of France, fir Oliver dt 
CHflbn) as he was retumiii^ to his hAcel in the 
night-time from the king's palace i and thatj from 
die duke of Brittany havingiuj^ported ai^ given 
him an afylum» the king otFrance had dechied 
war againft himj which he would have carried into 
tfeâ had he not been fuddenly taken ill between 
Mans and Angertf^ when on his march to Brittany : 
but this melancholy event cauf<^d the expedition fo 
be put an end to, the army to be difbanded^ and 
every man to return to his own home. 

You have alfo heard how the dukes of Berry 
fuid Burgundy took up this bufinefs, and fhewed 
great hatred to thofe who had advifed the king to 
this expeditioi) agamft Brittany^ fuçh as the lord de 



Chlleaulia in C grayaille , Lannion and Ckiteaulin fur Trieuc» 
i0r the yeulf paymsnt of eight thonfiuid Uvies; that the dnios 
inight take back thefe lands whtn he pleaied« on gtfiog othe» 
pt )îke vslae in Brittany or France ; that the count Ihoald pay 
^bedjence tp the dnke^ not^^ftapdin^ the demolidon of dke 
fûftie of Tongnedoc, the refloratioii of which he codd never 
infift on ; that the lord de Ciiflôo wôdd acknowledge the dnke 
for hit lofdf bnt to have Ubertf^ doring four ye^rs» to appear 
perfoQ^If or by proxy ; that all hnds that had been feized bf 
isach fide daring the war (hoold be re^ored to their rdpeAifa 
pwnen. 

This treaty wsb fealed ai|d fwom to by the lord de CBISm, 
0t RaeaXt the aoth October. The cOtint de Penthievre fwore to 
it five days after at Guingamp» in the prefence of the vifeooac 
I^Foo aad Henri dc cbanrfyriaîps tp ûm duke. 

Cliflbn^ 



Cliffon/ the lot&, it b Riviere>fir John kMerdinv 
MontagUj o;hers> whom t^cy made- fuifer 
yerely for itj ifor thcfe tw(> 4yk:«s had the fovc- 
itign govemment of i the kingdom diyring the 
iUnefa of the king» You have likçwifç heard of 
the inveterate war that wascarried oji betwçe» the 
duke of Brittany and fir Oliver de Cliflbn,-and of 
their reconciliation ; as well as of the 'deliverance 
of the lord de la Riviere, fir John le Mercier>, 
and Montagu, from their confinement^» Mon- 
tagu had not fo many difiiculties to encounter. a$ 
the other two ; for, the inftant the king recovered 
his health, he would have Montagu near his per- 
fon, and afiifted to make his excufès for feveral 
charges that had been laid agamft him*. You tAuIt 
know, however, that this difordcr pf the king, and 
many of the like kind that followed, (for he had 
feveral rclapfes, to the great fornow and alarm of 
France,) greatly weakened his power; and his will 
was fo litde attended to that the three above- 
named perfons, or two of them at leaft> very nar- 
rowly cfcaped death. 

Sir Peter de Craon hearing of the miferable 
;ftatc of the king and ^kingdom of France, far from, 
being forry, was much rejoiced, and made the 
ftrongeft entreaties that he might be rcftorcd to 
the king's favour, and allowed to return to the 
court of France. His negotiators were the duke 
of Burgundy and fir Guy de la Trimouillé, who 
would too eafily have fucceeded had not the duke 
-of Orleans ftrenuoufly oppofed it. He prevented 
any treaty being made in favour of fir Peter dc 
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Craon as long as the war continued between the 
duke of Brittany and the lord dc Cliflbn ; but, 
when they were reconcilcdj his hatred againft fir 
Peter was much foftcned. 
• At this period, the queen of Naples and Jem* 
falem^ widow of the late duke of Anjou, was pro- 
fecuting fir Peter de Craon in the courts of juftice 
at Paris, for the rcftitution of one hundred thou- 
fand francs, a fum ihe claimed as due to her late 
lord ; and for that reafon, and to attend the more 
to her affairs, ftie refided privately in Paris. Sir 
Peter found himfelf very difagreeably fituatcd: 
he was fearful of the decifion of the parliament^ 
for the lady was of great perfonal weight, and had 
proved from whom, during the life of the dyke of 
Anjou, he had received this fum, and for which, 
as Ihe maintained, he had never accounted. He 
was ill at eaie oh this account, and befides knew 
he had incurred the difgrace of the king and the 
duke of Orleans. The duke and duchefs of Bur- 
gundy comforted him as well as they could ; and 
he was allowed to come to Paris, privately, where 
he remained, during the greater part of his re- 
fidcnce, at the hôtel d*Artois, under the proteftion 
of the duchefs of Burgundy. 
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¥HB KINO or HUNGARY WRITES TO THE KINO 
Of FRAHCE HI$ SITUATiaN IH RESPECT TQI 
THE SULTAN BAJAZET.— JOHN OF BURGUNDY, 
ELDEST SON TO THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, 
MARCHESj AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF^ AN ARMY 
TO THE SUCCOUR OF THE HUNGARIANS. 

A BOUT this time, Sigifmond king of Hun- 
gary wrote very afifeftionatc letters to the 
king of France, which he fent by a bilhop and « 
two of his knights. The contents of thefe letters^ 
related to the threats of Bajazet, and his boafiings. 
to the king of Hungary, of carrying the war iata 
the midft of his realm, and thence to Roinçj^ where 
his horfe (hould eat his oats on the altar of Saint 
Peter. He faid he would cftablilh that place for 
the feat of his imperial government, and be at^ 
tended by the emperor of Conftantinople and all 
the principal barons of Greece: each of whom 
Ihould follow their own laws, for that he would 
only referve to himfelf his^ authority as their lord 
paramount. The king of Htingaiy entreated the 
king of France to liften to his diftref$ ; ^d make 
it public throughout France and other countriesj^ 
that all knights and fquircs might be moved to 
provide themfelves with every neccflary for ^ 
journey to Hungary, to oppofç the fultan Bajazet^i 
and prevent holy Chriftendom from being op- 
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preflcd or violated by hitn, and that his vain boafl:^ 
iogs might be annihilated. 

Many afFedionate expreilions were contained in 
thefe letters^ fuch as kings and coufins are accuf- 
tomed to write to each other m cafes of neceflity. 
Thofe who brought them were men of rank and 
underftanding, and acquitted themfelves fo well» « 
that king Charles was much inclined to their 
requeft ; and the propofidons from king Richard 
for the marriage of his daughter profpered the 
more, and were fooner agreed to, than if this in- 
telligence from Hungary had not arrived in France ; 
for, as king of France and eldcft Ibn of the church, 
he was vçry dcfirous of providing a remedy for the 
evils that threatened it. 

The fubjeft of thefe letters was foon made pub- 
lic, both at home and abroad, to move the hearts 
of gendemen, knights and fquires, who were de- 
firous to travel in fcarch of glory. 

At the time this news came to Paris, there were 
with the king the duke and duchefs of Burgundy, 
their eldcft fon, John of Burgundy count de Ne- 
vers, who was not then a knight, fir Guy and fir 
William de la Trimouille, fir John de Vienne, ad- 
miral of France, with other great barons. It was . 
propofcd, therefore, at the hôtel of the duke of 
Burgundy, who wgs eager to fend afliftance to 
Hungary, that his fon, the count de Nevers, 
fliould undertake an .expedition thither, as com- 
mander in chief of the French and other chi- 
Valry* 

John of Burgundy was a courteous and amiable 
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youth of twenty-two years old, greatly beloved 
by the knights and fquires of Burgundy, and in* 
deed by all who were acquainted with him. Ht 
had married a prudent and devout lady, the daugh-^ 
ter of duke Albert of Bavaria^ count of Hainault^^ 
Holland and Zealand, who had brought him two 
children, whom, in due feafon> he looked to ally* 
nobly. It was hinted to him, to know what he 
would fay, that perhaps the king of France might* 
feleft him, to lead a body of men at arms to the 
affiftance of the king of Hungary;. He replied, 

* that if it were agreeable to his lord the king, and 
his lord and father, he would cheerfully accept o{ 
this command, which came very opportunely, as 
he had a great defire to gain renown.' * Sir,' an-' 
fwered thofe to whom he had addreflcd himfclf^ 

* fpeak firft to your father, and learn whether he 
be willing that you go, and if he will talk to the 
king on the fubjedt ; for without their confent no-' 
thing could be done.* 

It was not long after this, that John of Bur-^ 
gundy fpoke to the duke his father, requefting 
humbly his confent to go on the expedition to 
Hungary, as he had a ftrong wifli for it. When 
he made this requeft, there were with the duke fit 
Guy and fir William de la Trimouille, fir Jamed 
de Vergy, and other knights, who, taking part in 
thé converfation, faid,— ^ My lord, what John of 
Burgundy a(ks is very reafonable, for it is time he 
fliould receive the order of knighthood ; and he 
cannot more honourably receive it, than whoni 
marching agâinft the inemics of God and of 

our 
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our faith, fn cafe the king intend to fend aflîfti^ 
anCe to liungary, whom can he lb properly* 
point as leader than his coufin-german, your fort ? 
and you will fee that many knights will join his 
company to advance their name/ 

Thé duke replied,—^ You fpeak to the ptir* 
pofe, and we have no inclination to check the 
ardour of our fon j but we muft firft talk to thfe 
king, and hear what he ftiall fay.' The fubjeft 
then dropped; but it was not long before the 
duke mentioned it to the king, who inftandy com- 
plied, faying, he would do well to go thither ; and, 
if he was in earncft, he not only gave his confent,' 
but would appoint him commander in chief of the 
expedition. . 

It was publilhed in Paris and elfewhere^ thar 
John of Burgundy was to lead a krge body of 
men at arms into Hungary, to oppofe the force of 
Bajazet 5 that, when this was done,^ lie was to ad-' 
vance to Conftantinople, crofs the Hellefpont,^ 
enter Syria, gain the Holy Land, and deliver J&^* 
rufalem and the holy fcpulchre from the hands 
of the infidels, and the bondage of the fultan. 
Knights and fquires began now to coUeft together, 
Svith other gentlemen who were defirous of re^ 
nown. l[ht duke of Burgundy, on the appoint-- 
ment oViifsTôn to die chief command, paid greater 
attention than l5e^re to the Hungarian Ambaffa-' 
dors, who, perceVving the good will of the king- 
^f France and the nation, were well pleafed, and 
took leave of the king, the dukes of Orleans, 
Berry, Burgundy, the lord Philip d'Artois, count 



and coaftabk of Fntnce>. die count de U 
Marche and the other barons^ on their departure 
for their own country^ where the king of Hungarjr 
^ greatly delighted with the news they brought* 
In confcquencc of this, he gz,vt orders for large 
ftores of provifion to be provided againft the ar* 
rival of the French î and fent meflengers tp Ks 
brother, the king of Germany, and his coulin, the 
duke of Auftria, for all the palTes in their terri'« 
tories to be thrown open, as it would be necellary 
for theip to march that way: he likewifc ordered 
plenty of provifion to be ready prepared, on the' 
road they were to come. He fent alfo informa- 
tion of the expefted afliftançe from France to the 
great matter of the Teutonic order, and to the 
knighcs of Rhodes, that they might be ready to 
meet Joho of Biirgundy, who, in the courfe of 
this fiimmer, would lead a thoufand knights and 
fquircs, all men of valour, into Hungary, on theiç 
way to Turiccy, to oppofe the menaces of the 
^tan Bajazet. 

While the news of this expedition was the mat- 
ter of converfation every where, the lord de Coucy 
returned from the frontiers of Genoa, where he had 
been upwards of a year negotiatmg with the Ge- 
noefe. Some' of the leading men in that city had 
informed the duke of Orleans that pcflon com* 
pofmg the government of GeoM were defirous of 
having for their duke one of the blood-royal of 
France^ and, as he had married the daughter of 
the dulce of Milan, it would be ^ very fuitabk for 
bim. 
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hi coniêquenee of this^ the lord de Coucy had 
pafled through Savoy and Piedmont^ with the con- 
fenc of the count dc Savoyc and the Savoyards, 
tmccompanied by three hundred lances and five 
hundred crofs-bows. Having obtained leave from 
the duke of Milan^ he continued his journey from 
Afti in Piedmont to a town called Alexandria, and 
thence to the frontiers of Genoa, to enter into ne- 
gotiations with the Gcnocfe, and learn more plainly 
their intentions. By force he could do notliing 
unlefs he were very fuperior to the Genoefe, which 
was not the cafe. 

When the lord de Coucy had entered the terri- 
tories of Genoa, which are not eafy to conquer, if 
the inhabitants have any difpofidon to defend them, 
ibme of thofe lords who had fent the information 
to the duke of Orleans, and had been the caufe of 
his coming, waited on him, and with many friendly 
expreCBonb welcomed him to their country and of- 
fered him their caftles. But the lord de Coucy 
Was as prudent as valiant, and being well acquaint- 
ed with the character of the Lombards and Ge- 
nocfc, was unwilling to truft too much to their 
offers and promifes. However, he received them 
kindly, and treated them fairly by words j for al- 
Aough there were many conferences between them> 
they were held in the open fields, and not in any 
i^oufe or caftle j but the more he negotiated the 
he gained. 

The Genoçfe Ihewed him every token of affec- 
tion, arid invited him repeatedly to come to 
Genoa, or to Porto Venere, but the lord' de Coucy 
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would never put himfclf iir their powet. T&e 
ifllic of his negotiation was tmfacccfsfiil ; and 
When it Was found he could not do any things 
having regularly written to the duke of Orleans 
relpefting the ftate of affairs, he was remanded 
to Paris, àt the time when the expedition to Hun- 
jgary was in agitation. 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy were happy 
at his return, and, fehding for him to the hôtel 
d* Artois, addreffcd him in the moft amicable 
manner as follows : 

^ Lord de Coucy, we have the higheft opinion 
of your underftanding, valour and prudence ; and 
as we have made John ou^r fon and heir undertake 
the command of an expeditioTi, which we hope 
will turn out to the honour of God and Chriftcn- 
dom, knowing that you of all the knights of Prance 
are the befl: informed of warlike affairs,, we beg and 
entreat moft earneftly that ydu would be the coun- 
fcHor and companion of our fon in this expedition ; 
Jfbr which we fhall be fo gready obliged, that we 
will return it by ferving^ou or yours to the utmoft 
of our power,* 

The lord de Coucy replied, — ^ My lord, and 
you Madam, What you requeft is to me an or- 
der. I will furely be of this expedition, if it 
pleafe God, for two reafons: firft, from devo- 
tion, and to defend the faith of Jesus Christ i 
fecondly, from the honour you do me, by giving 
me' the charge of advifing my lord John your 
fon. I (hall therefore obey, and acquit ntyfeïF 
in all refpefts to the beft of my abiUnes. -^But, 
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««{igrdiar jordj and you my very de^r lady/ you 
.«ifiy âe^Hy excufc fixnn (his weighty and lay 
it on the Iwd Philip d'Artoi*, conftahk of JPrwcfo 
jdid oo tilt count dc la Marcbc ; for th^Ji are mffif 
rdtccd to Km, and intend to fern) a part of 
expédition/ ^ 

The duke anfwered,-*-^ Lord^ de Cpucy, you 
.fctvc feca much more than either of tbeflij and 
.know more of war than our coufin» qf £u and 

h Marche ; and we entreat you to cppply with 
our requeft.' 

- * My lord,' faid the lord dé Coucy, * your words 
iifie commands ; and I w^U do as you require^ fu^e^e 
•it is your pleafure, with the aid of fur Guy de la 
i TrimouUle, his brother fir. William, and fir John 
• de Vienne admiral of France.* 

. ' The dukic and ducbefs were well pleafcd with 

- liùsi anfwer. 

. The lords of France made vaft preparatbns 
.lor Aeif expedition tp Hungary, and folicited the 
company and fervice of different barons, knights 
md fquires. Such as were not afked, and had a 
wifli to go thither, made application tp the countf 
d'Eu, conftable of Fr^mce, the count de la Marche 
-.or the lord de Coucy, that they would take them in 
^eir company* Some were accepted: but thofe 
. who were not, confidering the great diftance Hun- 
gary and Turkey were from France, gready cooled 
in their ardour 5 fgr, as they were not retained, 
lâiey were not fufficiendy wealthy to perform the 
gourney with credit to thçmfclvc^, 
^ .r Pa Nothing 
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Nothîîlg was fparcd in the prcikuiitiohs fër the 
young John of fiurgimdy with regard to horlett 
armour^ emblazonments^ dreflfesi filver and gold 
plate^ and the duke's officers were fully employed 
in the bufinefs. Large fums of florins were given 
to the fervants of John of Burgundy, who paid 
them to the different workmen as they finUhed 
and brought home their works. The barons, 
knights and fquires, to do him honour, exerted 
themielves to make their equipments as kmdfbme 
as poffible. 

The lord Philip d'Artois, count d'Eu, made 
magnificent preparations ; for he was determined 
to march thither as conitable of France ; and the 
king, who much loved him, alfifted him with 
money, and he aâied in the fame manner with 
refpeft to the lord Boucicaut marfhal of France. 
The duke of Burgundy, confidering that this ex- 
pedition would toil him very large fums, and that 
the ftate of his wife, himfelf and his fon Anthony, 
ought not to be any way diminifhed, bethought 
himfelf of a tax he had in refcrvc, in order to find 
a fupply of money for thefe expcnfes. He had 
received &om cities and towns in Burgundy, as 
the ufual tax on his eldeft fon receiving the order 
of knighthood, fix fcore thoufand golden crowns:: 
but his additional tax was laid on all knights Y9ho 
held fiefs from him^ to attend his fon into Hua* 
gary, or compound in money. Some were taxed 
atone thoufand livres, others at two thoufand; 
ibme at five hundred j each according, to his 
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ifcaldi^ or the value of the lands* Licfies and 
ancient knights^ who were unfit or difabled to un- 
dertake fuch an expedition3 paid compofitions at 
the duke's pleafiu-e. The young knights and 
fquires were exempted paying, for they were 
toW,^ My lord does not want your money : you 
muft accompany the lord John at your own cofta 
and charges/ Of this laft tax, the duke of Buvm 
gundy received from the gendemen of his duchy 
fixty thoufand crowns, for none were exempted* 



CHAP. XXX. 

THE COUNT P'OSTREVAMT, BROTHER-!!l*LAW 
IrO fO«^N OFaURGUNDY, ^EING DESIROUS TO 
MARCH TO HUNGARY, IS ADVISED BY HIS 
FATHER TO ATTEMPT, IN PREFEREKCI^ THl^ 
RE-CONQUSST OF FRIESLAND^ WHICH BBLONO** 
ED TO THEM. i 

I^^EWS of this expedition to Hungary was 
ipread far and near^ On its being announc* 
ed in Hainault, knights and fquires, eager for re* 
nown, aflcmbled together, and faid, — * It would 
not be amifs if our lord of Hainault, who is young 
and promifing, were to accompany his brother* 
in-law, the count de Nevers, in this expedition ; 
and, (hould it take place, we muft not £dl to 
attend him/ 
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The tétitnï d'OftreVant refidcd în Quèfnoy kii%/ 
thtîé fùéh cottvcrfatibm were held, ahd wa» m« 
féftned "i^hâX. hb knights and fquircs feid. TIm* , 
Iliade hîm the more willing to accompahy hiâ^ 
bh>thtr-m-W, having before had fiich intentioni» 
Whtoéver the fubjeék was mentioned iti his pre- 
fiftieéi he dilftfflWed his real thoughts, by faylBg 
litâé abdut it> meaning to confult his lord and . 
fêàhèti duke Albert of Bavaria, couht of Hainâultf : 
howhe WouM advifehim tô aft. 

It was not many days before he fet out to vifit 
the duke and duchefs of Bavaria at the Hague, 
where they lived, * He addreffed his father, — * My 
lord, it is currently reported that my brother-in- 
law ofNevers has Undertaken an expedition to 
Hungary, and thence to Turkey, againft the fliltan 
Bâjà^^ef. There muft be grand deeds of araui;* 
p^lformed i and at this moment I am perfe^Uy 
téHôi km)wing not whither to bear arms : I wifh to 
IdWn ycfur intentions, if it would be agreeable to 
yxM tbit i (hould accompany my brother-in-kw €>n 
this honourable expedition, with one hundred of 
our chivalry. My lord and lady of Burgundy will 
tltâftk 'mt hi fo doing j and there aW many 
knlgh» and fquires in Hainault who v^iU e^eflj^- 
go with nie/ ' J 

' jDiike Albert replied, like one who had wcU 
t«fghed the fubjeâ:,-^* Williarti, fince thou haft 
fo great a define to travel, and to feck f&t deeds of 
acms in Hungary and Tui-key> againft à pécule, 
and country who have never done uj ahy wTongj 
it muft be caufcd by vainglory alone, fOr.tHaU.hal^.. 
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ngi^ a j(hiidow of f w(ba to induçç i|ice ipi g» ^tKred 
I^Jobn ofBwrgundy i^¥} pyr CQuf|i^<rf" Fmcc - 
|^*rfprm their enterprife, aa4 4^. ihw wn4crttfce> 
QQf that more nearly toucha U9« M^ircb to^ 
Eri^wîj wd copqiier bfick thjit couooy, wMcb 
wiii9 our inheritance i for thfe Frieflandcr$ Mvç, by: 
r^llioHi withdrawn th^mk^^^ from QW obedir 
tpiç^4 «k1^ if thou undertake thi^i J wUl alTift 
tbei.\ This fpeech frooi his father was very 
agreeable to the count d'Oitreyant, wd mf^ his; 
fjpkUi ht ^wercdj * My lord, you fay wfll, 
a/}d» if it be yiHir ppinion ][ ihpu|4 undertake fuch' 
aifi expédition, I mil do fp heartily/ By little attl 
Iktk, the matter was fo long t^fd gvfr between 
the /a^r and fon, that the. iny^fion !pf Fritflbiod 
ym ^eed upof^ s ^nd ^ circumftftâcr I â^aU idaue 
ffmlf hélpiîd him in this mm^^ 
* Tte count d'Oftr^vanf hid W ti^t time* for hia 
fmpipdl advi&r, a fquiie pf Hainauk, called 
Fierabras, or baftard pf Vertain* He waa 
cqiMlin prudencie a$ in ^rm^, sbat whçn the 
count told him what his father had faid, he re« 
jtod,-^' Sir, my ^^ti your father giv« you ex- 
cellait advicje. It wUl be m>^^ Cor ywr honour 
undertake this expedition than to join that to 
Hungary -, and, when you begin your prepara- 
tions for it, you will find plenty of knights and 
fquires in Hainault and elfewhere, rea(;ly to accom- 
pany and aflift you. But if you really are in earneft 
to undertake it, I would recommend that you firft 
go to England, to make known your intentions to 
the knights and* fquires of that country i and to 
.1..' P 4 entreat 
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entreat the king of England^ your coufin> that he 
would pciyiit you to retain knights, fquires and 
archers, and allow them to accept of your pay, 
and to accompany you from England. The En-^ 
glifh arc men of valour : if you • fucceed in ob- 
taining their ailiftance, you will go far to be fuc-* 
Cefeful; and if you can prevail on your coufin, die 
carl of Derby, to take part and come with you, 
there will be (till greater chances of fuccefs, and 
jyour entcrprife will gain more renown.* 

The count d'Oftrevant inclined to the council of 
Fierabras de Vertain, for he thought it good $ and, 
when he fpoke of it to the lord de Gomcgines, 
he likcwife agreed to it, as did all who were 
friends to the count* News of this was whifpered 
du*oughout Hainault, and a proclamation fooii 
after iffucd, to prohibit all knights and fquiitf 
ùom quitting the country, to form part of any 
expedition to Hungary or elfewherc, for that 
the count d'Oftrevant needed their ferviccs, and 
would, this fummer, lead them againft Frief-^ 
land* 

We wijl, for a while, leave this matter, and 
fpeak of others that were in greater forwardnefs* 



CHAP. XXXI. 

JORK OF BURGUKDYj COUNT OF NEVEltS^ LEADS 
AN ARMY INTO HUNGARY AGAINST THS 
TURKS.— THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE MAR« 
HIAGE OF ^KING RICHARD OF ENGLANG WITS 
THE ELDEST PRINCESS OF FRANCE ARE CON« 
TINUED. 

^T^PIE knights and fquires în difitrent cotmtriet 
^ were all alive at the wars that fcemcd likelf 
to take place in oppofite cjuarters: fome made 
themfelves ready for the expedition to Hu 
others for that to Friefland : and whenever Ûncf 
met they converfed on thefe fubjefts. . 

The count de Nevers was prepared; and all 
thoie knights had been enrolled who were to be 
under his charges^ and to accompany him. The 
purveyances were very confiderablc and well ar« 
ranged ; and^ as the honour of the expedition was 
given to hith, he made handfome prefentsi to his 
knights and fquires, and gave them many ftores i 
for, as the journey was long ancl expenfivc, it was 
but proper the men at arms fhould be aided to 
fupport them. In ^ like manner did other lords 
a6t; fuch as the conftable of France, the count 
de la Marche, the lords Philip and Henry de Bar, 
the lord de Coucy, fir Guy dc la TrimouiUe, fir 
John de Vienne admiral of France, Boucicautr 
siarlHal of France, fir Reginald de Roye, the 
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lords de Saint Pol, dc Montorel, dc Saint Pjr, 
the haze dc Flandres, fir Louis de Brczc, Jus 
brother, and the bpignc dc Moiïquel, with many 
more i for they amounted to one thoufand knights 
aftd *as many fquires, all men of tried courage and^^ 
enterprise. 

*They left their homes about the middle of 
March, and advanced in good array by compa- 
nies. They found all the roads open to them, fer 
the king of Germany had commanded that his 
country and Bohemia ihould afford them every 
fmcndiy afflftance to fupply their wants, andthft' 
thp prices of provifion ihould on no account bie 
raifed. 

Thus did thefe lords of France march to the 
afiftànce of the king of Hungary, whofe army was 
to have a pitched battle againft that of B^azct, oo^ 
the 20th day of the enfuing month of May. They 
pàfftd Lorraine, the counties of Bar and Mont* 
btUiard, the duchy of Burgundy, and, entering 
Auflais, traverfed that whole country, and, having 
droffed the Rhine in many places, marched throi^ 
the couftty of Ferrette, and entered Auftria.-** 
This is an extenfive and wild country, with diffi* 
cult pades s but they advanced with fo good an 
inclination, that they did not fufier from the 
bour and fatigue. The chief converiktion of the: 
French lords was concerning the power of the 
Turks, which they fcemed to make very light 

* The duke of Auftria gave the French lords si 
Iftmdfome reception $ but he was pacticsulaiiy uh 
* . tcntive 
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tcntiv(f to John of Burgundy, for the lord Otb0^> 
eldeft fori to the duke, had efpou&d Mary of 
Burgundy, his fifter. All thcfe French lorda 
wrre to afTeifible at a city called Buda, in Hun^ 
gary.- Let us return to the affairs of France» 

You have before heard that the king of Eng- 
land had fent as ambafladors to the king of France, 
to conclude a marriage between him and his eldeft 
daughter Ifabella, the archbifhop of* Dublin, the 
bi(hop of St. David's, the earl marfhal, the earl 
of Rutland, fon to the duke of York, fir Henry 
Clifford, the lord Beaumont, the lord Defpencer, 
fir John de Roberfac, and feveral more. They" 
had fucceedcd well in the bufinefs, and the French 
king made them welcome, as did his uncles and 
council. The ambafladors returned to England in 
high fpirits, and gave the king great hopes that 
hi^ wifhes would be gratified. 

King Richard was not idle in the bufinefs, but, 
dtiring the following winter, frequently reminded 
the king and council of France of it, who were far 
from being advcrfe, for they confidered it as one 
of the fureft means to put an end to the wars 
which had lafted fo long between France and 
England. The treaty was carried on with eager* 
nefs and fricnd(hip on both fides 5 and the king of 
England promifcd, from the power he had over 
his fubjeds, • that there fliould be peace between- 
the two countries. To conclude the. bufinefs, the 
earl of Rutland and the earl marflial, with the 
other ambaflkdors, were again lent to Paris. They 
#eré lodged èt tiiè Croix du Tiroh-, and, with^ 
^ . their 
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dieir atteiidantSf dtcupied the whole of that ftreet, 
aàd part of another : they were full fix hundred^ 
and remamed in Paris upwards of three weeks, 
fupplied with every thing from the king <^ 
Fjrance* 



CHAP. xxxn. 

V 

TH£ QUEEN OF KAPLES, WIDOW TO THE LATE 
DUKE OF ANJOU, OBTAINS JUDGMENT IN 
PARLIAMENT AOAINST SIR PETER DE CRAON« 

TNURING the time thefe ambaffadors were at 
Paris negotiating the marriage of the king of 
England, the dowager queen of. Naples was alfo 
there, bufily employed in her own concerns, for 
fbe was a lady of great aâivity. Her bufinefs at 
that time was before the parliament, where (he was 
pleading two caufes : one for. the inheritance of 
the county of Roufly agîdnft the count de Brianne ; 
for the late duke of Anjou, her lord, had bought 
and paid for it to a lady who was countefs de 
Roufly, fome time wife to fir Louis de Namur> 
from whom fhe was divorced. 

The other was againft fir Peter de Craon, from 
whom fhe claimed the fum of -one hundred thou- 
Iknd francs, and which fhe proved he had received 
for and in the name of her late lord the king of 
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Naples, Sicily and Jerufalem, oA condition to pajT 
the iame to him in la Pugliaj but, when he was in* 
formedbfthe king of Naples' death, he no longer con« 
dnued his journey but returned to France, making 
u(e of the above-mentioned fum to his own prc^, 
without rendering any account of it to the queen of 
Naples, nor to her two children Lewis and 
Charles, but diffipadng it in folly and extrava* 
gance. This was the caule, as the queen of 
Naples faid, of the lofs of that kingdom, whidi 
was regained by Margaret Durazzo and the heirs 
of fir Charles Durazzo ; for the foldiers of her late 
lord, who were aiding her to continue Che war in 
Calabria and la Puglia, de&rted her for want of 
pay : many had turned to the count dc St.- Sever 
rino and to Margaret Durazzo, and others had re« 
tired from the war. 

AU thefe matters were pleaded in the courts of 
the parliament at Paris for upwards of three years: 
although fir Peter de Craon was abfent, his advo- 
cates defended him well. They faid, that in re- 
gard to the fum of one hundred thoufand francs 
which he was charged with having received m the 
name of the king of Naples, that king was in- 
debted to him as much, if not more, for the great 
and noble ferviccs he had rcmjered him, 

Notwithftanding the length of time this caufe 
lailed, it was impoffible to put ofiF for ever its 
conclufion; and the lady was very urgent that 
judgment (hould be given by the parliament. 

The judges, having confidered the matter well, 
declared they would give no jiidgment until bodv 
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partie!! were peèfbnaUf befbro dictn. THîs «ris, 
•tfceh dîfficuli to aoGompUfh^ from the di^race fir 
Peter de Craon was in vnûi the king and the duke 
0f Orleans^ for his attempt to afiaflinate the coa- 
ftable. The lady^ finding nothing wouki be done 
Until fir Peter was before the court, perfcftly jfree 
from every other charge except what flic accufed 
him of, and with full liberty to go my where in 
France, exerted herfelf greatly to obtain this for 
him, that an end might be put to her fuit. Her 
' folicitations with the king, the duke of Orleans^ 
the count de Penthievre, fir John Harpeda^e and 
others, who had any complaints againft him, were 
Ibccefsful, and he was acquitted of all other charges. 
1 know not whether it happened through difiinm* 
lation or otherwife> but he was fliewn great, aiten* 
tion -and kindnefs by the nobles and ladies of 
France until the time when judgment was to be 
given. He kept up as great ftatc at Paris as ever 
he had done, and was appointed to receive the 
Englifh ambaffadors, and to introduce them to 
the king, his brother and uncles, for he was a 
knight perfeftly well verfcd in all fuch cere- 
monies. 

The day was fixed for the parliament to decide 
on the queen of Naples' complaints : the ieotence 
had before been determined upon, and waited 
Iblely for the appearance of all parties concerned* 
A' great number of the nobility attended, thitt it 
might have more authenticity ; among whom were 
the queen of Sicily and Jenifalem, duchefs of 
'Anjou andeoumefs of Provence^ hef fon Cbaiks, 
• I prince 
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jiriÉMft • «r Tuentum, ànd fofaa oTBloîs, n|ii 
toffimonly called John of Brictwy» count de Bn» 
iiitevre fffid Limoges, the diike» ofOrlemis» Beit^ 
Burgundy and Bourbon^ the count de Brianpe aiMI 
the bifhop of Laon^ whom the queen had brought 
before the court on the fubjcft of her claim on 
the county of Roufly. Sir Peter <îè Craon was 
likewife there> attended by many of his relations 
and friends. 

The matter of the county of RoufTy was firll: 
di%ofed of s and the judgment of the court was 
fektnAly pronounced^ that the county fliould 
beloff»g to the count de Brianne and to his heirs, 
who was to hare immediate pofiei&oa given him ; 
tMit the queen of Naples was to be repaid in 
money the full amount of what her kte lord» the 
duke of Anjou, had given to the countefs. of 
Roufly, lately deceafed. The heirs, of the coun- 
tefs of Roufly, to whom the lands belonged, 
thanked the court for the judgment they had 
given. 

The prcfident, who was to declare the fentencè 
in the lecondcaufe, now rofe, and faid^ ^thepai- 
lîàmcnt had determined that fir Peter de Craon 
Vas indebted to the queen of Naples in the fiim of 
ionc hundred thoufand francs, which he muft pay 
\o her, or be committed to prifon until it was done 
rompletely to her fatisfaékion.' The queen thank eé 
he court for their judgment, and, inftandy, on 
crrequefl:, fir 4^eter de Craon was arrefl:cd, in 
ic king's name, and carried to the prifon of the 
©tivrc, ' whcre'he was -çonfined and well -gtiardcd. 
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Upon this^ the parliament broke upi and eveiy 
crç returned to his home. Thus were thcfe twa 
ientences ^ven^ through the aAivitjr of theducheis 
of Anjou. 



CHAP, xxxin. 

THE MARRIAGE IS CONCLUDED BETWEEN KINO 
RICHARD OF ENGLAND AND THE LADY ISA* 
BELLA, ISLDEST DAtJGHTER TO CHARLES VU 

KINO OF FRANCE. THE DUKE OF LANCASTER 

MARRIES AGAIN. SIR PETER DE CRAON 1$^ 

AFTER SOME TIME, DELIVERED FROM PRISON^ 
AT THE ENTREATY OF THE YOUNG QÙEEK OF 
ENGLAND. 

'TpHE earl marfhal, the earl of Rutland, and the 
Englifli ambafladors remained for twenty* 
two days in Paris, where they were excellently 
well entertained by the king and his court : their 
negotiations were fuccefsful, and the marriage l)e«» 
tween the king of England and the princeis Ila« 
bella was agreed on. She was* betrothed and 
cfpoufed by the earl marfhal, as proxy for the king 
of England, and the lady, ever afi^r, was ilikd 
queen of England. I was at the time told it wail 
pleafant to fee that, young as ihc was^ iht ksMf 
well how to aft the queen. 
When this bufinçû was completed^ mà the difr • 



ferent treaties figned and fealed, the rambafiadprs 
took their leave of the king and his courts and de-* 
parted from Paris to Calais^ on their return to 
England, where they were joyfully received by die 
king, the duke of Lancafter, and the lords at- 
tached to the king's perfon and pkafures. 
4 However much odiers mi^t be j^afed, it wai^ 
not fo with t]ie duke of Gloceften for he (aw 
plainly that by this marriage peace would be efta- 
bliAied between the two kingdoms, which forely 
diipleafed him, unlefs it fhould be fuch a peace as 
would redound to the honour of England, and 
every thing were placed on the fame footing as 
when the war broke out in Gafcony. He fre- 
quendy converfed on this fubjeffc with his brodier 
the duke of York, and, whenever the occafioA 
was i&vourable, endeavoured to draw him over to 
his way of thinking, for he was but of weak un* 
derftanding. He dared not fpeak fo freely to his 
dder brother of Lancafter, who was of the kmg*a 
party, and well fadsfied widniiis marriage, on ac- 
count of his two ciaughters the queens of Caftillc 
and Portugal. \ 

At this period, tjhe duke of Lancafter married 
his third wife, the ^aughter of a Hainault knight^ 
called fir Paon de l^uet : he had formerly been one 
of the knights to ihc good and noble queen Phi- 
lippa of Engiandy who mix:h loved the Hainaultcrs, 
âs ihe was herfelf of that country. 

This lady whom the duke of Lancailer married 
was called Catherine, and in her youth had been of 
^ the houfehold of the duchefs Blanche of Lancafter. 
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After thé lady È\zÂcbt*% dcath» and the duke tnif^ 
ned the dmighter of don Feàto, he ftill cohabited 
with the lady Catherine de Rnet» who was thcit 
tnnrntd to an Englifh knight now dead*. 

The duke of Lancafter had three children f, hf 
her, previous to his marriage, two fons and a 
daughter: the eldeft fon was named John lord 
Beaufort of Lancafter^ the other Thomas^ whom 
the duke kept at the fchools in Oxford, and mad<$ 
a great churchman and civilian. He was afterward 
tôhop of Lincoln, which is the richeft bifhoprick 
in the kmgdom : from affeâion to thele children^ 
Ac duke married their mother, to the great afto-* 
Ifffhment of Franôe and England,, for Catherine 
Swineford was of bafe extraâion in comporifon to 
his two former ducheifes Blanche and Conibuice. 

When this marriage was announced to the ladies 
of hi^ rank in England, fuch as* the duclxfs of 
Glocefter, the countcfs of Derby, the coulxtrfs of* 
Arundel, and others connected with the royal 
mily, they were greatly ftiockcd, and thought th€ 
duke much to blame. They faid, * he had fadly 
difgraced himfelf by thus marrying his concubine^' 
and added, that / iince it was fo, ihe would be the 



♦ Sir Hugh Swineford. 

f Froii&rt miftakes in number, and Thomas for Henrf. 
According to Sandford, he had four children by Catherine 
Swineford : — John Beaufort, earl of Someriêc»— Henry Beaufort, 
bifhop of Wincheiler and cardinal of Beaaforty-^Thomas Beau* 
fort, duke of Excterand earl of Dorfet,— Joan Beadfortj 
Éôantiêfs ol WlsaiIMlitlaîrdL*"*'^ 
. For further particulars, fee Sandford and Dogdalc 
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iccohd hdy ifi tbe kiii^pm, »n4 t|ie qtieeft 
be dilbonounibly accompanied by her^ bucdiai;^ 
&r their parts^ they would kave her lo do the huty» 
Aour& alone, for they woiildi Mver eater any plm 
where tt^ was. ^ They tbemfclves would bcLdif» 
graced if they fuffered fuch a bafe-boiti duchefs# 
who had been the duke'$ concubine ft lotig time 
before and during his marriages^ to tidce prece>^ 
denccj and their hearts^ would burft wicb grm 
were it to happen.* . 
. Thoicwho were the m^ft outrageous «a tke 
fufayeét were the duke and duchefs of GUoccfter* 
They confidered the duke of Lancaftcr as à doatf 
faig ^1 ft>r thus marrying hia coDcubine^^ aod àc* 
c)ared they would nercr honour his lady by calling 
hér fifter. The duke of York made lig[ht of die 
tnatter» for he Uved chieBy with the, king aod hit 
brother of Lancaflier. The duke of GloccQer wai 
of ii:di0erefic y^y o( dunking: although, the 
yoimgeft ^ the three brothers^ he yielded, to ml 
œan*s ojjmon, was wturally very proud and over^ 
bearingi and in oppofition to the king's ininifterii 
unlefs he could turn them as he willed. 

Catherine Ruet, however^ remained diicheÛ of 
Laneafter, and the fécond lady in England, as long el 
ibe lived. She was a lady accuftomcd to faonotir% 
fi>r ihe had been brought up at coutt during her 
youth, and the duke foiKily loved the chikben he 
had by her, as he fhewed during his life and at hîi 
death. 

I muft mention, that when the fentence of the 
eourt of parlian^ent at Pari^ had been pronounced 
Q^a againft 
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âgainft fir Peter de Craom in hvom of the^ queea 
t)f NapleS) he was confounded. Finding that he 
miift refund the one hundred thoufand francs or 
remain his whole life in prifon, he liftencd to the 
counfel that was given him from the duke and du- 
chefs of Burgundy. They advifed him to folicic 
the young queen of England to intercede with the 
queen of Naples tô obtain his liberty for fifteen 
days only^ that he might ieek oiit his friends in 
Paris to pay this money» or to become his fifreties 
until he had procured it in Brittany or eUewhere, 
engaging to return with the fum he was condenuied 
Co pay. 

The queen of Naples complied with the requeft 
of the queen of England^ but on condition that 
£r Peter de Craon fliould every night fleep in his 
prifon at the Louvre. Sir Peter fotight for aid 
among hb relatives in v^n; for the fum Was too 
great for them to advance^ and they refufed bèing 
his fureties. Àt the end of the fifteen daysi fae 
was forced to return to his priibn^ where he was 
ftriéUy guarded day and nighty and at his own 
proper cofts. 

We will now fpeak of what actions and enter- 
prifes the count dè Ne vers and the lords of France 
performed this fummer in Hungary; and then fay 
ibmething of the expedition the earl of Hainault 
and earl of Oftrevant made into Friefland. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

JOHN or BURGUNDY^ COUKT OF NBVBllS» PASSBS, 
THE DANUBE WITH HIS ARMY.— -AFTER tAS< 
CAPTURE OF SEVERAL PI.ACES^ THE TOWN OF 
NICOPOLI IS BESIEGED*. 

/\N the arrival of the count dc Ncvcrs with hit 
^ army» which was compofed of numbers of 
valiant men from France and other countries^ at 
Buda in Hungary^ the king gave them a moft 
hearty reception, as indeed he ought, for to ferve 
him were they come. It was the intention of the 
king of Hungary, before he took the field, to ob* 
tain Ibme certain intelligence of the movements of * 
Bajazet -, for he had given him notice fince laft Fe« 
bruary to increafe his forces, as he would in thé 
courfe of the month of May lead an immenie 
army to crofs the Danube and offer combat to the 
Hungarians. i 
Many wondered how this could be done ; but ^ 
others replied>-^' nothing was impolfible to man } 
that as Bajazçt was of great valour and enterprilcy 
and had faid he would do fo, he would furely 4K>v« 
çomplifli it ; but, ^f he failed in his threat, and did 



* NicQpoli^— on d^e Ps^nobe^ in Bulgaiûa» fixty league*. 
N. from Adrianople. It is famous for the battle, in, 1 393» 
b^een Sigifmond king of Hungary and Bajazet. Sigifmond 
loft the battle and twenty thoufand men; but it coil Bajazet ûxty 
thoofand, who wert kfc dea^ on the field. 
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not crof^ the Danube, ifsre ought to crofs it, arjd( 
entçr his kingdom o: Tur^çy. The king of Hun- 
gary could lead th.dïer oncJiundred thoufand mtj^ 
including foreigners, which was fufficient to con- 
quer all Turkey, and cwn'to advance tbthé king-^ 
cjo'in of Perfia. If we gain a viftory oyer Ba- 
jaset, ^e ihi^n fp far fucceed, that we tnay con- 
quer Syr^a and the Holy Land, and ddtvcr Jeru- 
fa|eni but of the hands of the Sultan and the ene- 
f«iie$ of our Gop, In the enfuing funwner, thç 
kings of France and England will jointly raife a 
Jatgc force of men at arttis and archers ; and, when 
Acy lhall be unîted to us, nothing will be able to; 
vithftaqd fo powerful an army.* ^ 

Such were the converfations ^f Ac French in 
Jîungary, ^hcn the month <3ff May arrived, be- 
flig diftp^inted in their cxpciftations of hearing 
^f the m^irch of fiajazct, the king of Hungary 
ispt fcQuts acrofs the Danube to feck intelligence, 
find, at the fame time, iflued his fumnions for his 
power to affembîe. Thein^ghts of Hhodes came 
thither in numbers during the j^ionth of Mvtji 
looking for the arrival of the Saracens, but no news 
was htord of them. The king of Hungary, on 
|his^ fcnt fomc Hpngarians, who were uled to 
frms» and well acquainted with the country, be- 
yqnd die Danube, but they were as unfuccefsful as 
his former fcouts, in not meeting Ba^azet : they 
heard th^ç he was ftijl in A^fm^ at Damafcus, An- 
pocli or Ale^andxia, 

iTKe kin^ on receiving this informationi calle4 
iiçpunciî of his lordsj^ and thofc who were come 
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from France» who iv<ere eager Co RgpsHhc them- 
{tWt$, to confider how they fiiould aft in this 
emergency. The king told them that he had &m 
fome expert men at arms to feek 3^azet> who had 
advanced far into Turkey ; and that there was oo 
appearance Sajazet would this fummer put the 
menace into execution^ of cr offing the Danube to 
offer him batde. ^he king wiihed to have ad- 
vice on this matter, more efpecially frôm 
French lords. 

The lord de Coucy having confuked with the 
"other barons» anfwered for them, that if Bajazet 
fhould havç told lies, and deceived them by not 
keeping his word, they ought not for that to re- 
main idle, but attempt fome deeds of arms» flnee 
they were come thither to that effeâi that aU 
tlic French, Germans and other foreigners, were 
willing to meet the Turks ; and if under the com* 
mand of Bajazet fo much the better^ as it WouU 
redound more to their honour. What the ioi^ de 
Coucy faid was approved of by the French, Ger- 
mans, Bohemians and others, as the moft adi^aû- 
tageous manner of employing jthe fea&n. 

Orders were, Ln conference, ifliied by the kit^ 
and marfhals, that every one be prepared by a cer- 
tain <lay, which was appointed on the o<%aye of 
Saint John the Baptift, to march for Turkey* 
Thefc orders were pundually obeyed; and yôu 
would have ièen iêrvaivs bufily employed vix p{£« 
paring all things for their matters' wants. 

The lords of France were defirous of making a 
handfome figure, and examine^ weH their .armour 
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Htvd equipages^ fparing nq^oney to have them V 
.complete as pofllble. Their appearance was grandly 
ip^hificçnt, when they tpok the field from Bpdaj„ 
the principal city of Hungary, Tl^e conftable qf 
Hungary had the command of the van divifio^ji 
bccaufe he knew the country well, and led witj^ 
him a large body of Hungarians and Germany, 
Next to him marched the French Iprds, thç con-? 
i[table of France, d^e count de la Marche, the lord 
de Coucy, the lords Henry and Philip 4ç Çar, and 
jnany more. 

With the kingofHungary rode the greateft barons 
of his realm, as was proper, and by his fide John of 
iPurgundy, who pftcn CQnverfcd with him. They 
were full fixty thoufand hprfe : the infantry were few 
in number, indeed none bqtthe followçysofthe army^ 
The array of the Chriili^ was noble and handibme i 
and among the Hungarians were many crofs-baw 
men on hprfeback. This aripy advanced yntil it 
came to the banks pf the D^ube, which it crofled 
in barges, boats ai^d pon^oonç, prepared fome time, 
Unce for this purpofe. It was; morç than eight; 
days before all had pafled pver ; and as they landed 
on the oppofiçe fhpre, they lodged thenifeivçs tq 
wait for thei;- companions. 

The Danube divides the kingdonxs of Hungaçy 
and Turkey. When the whole army had croflfedji 
they were delighted to find diemfelyes on Turkish 
ground, for çhçy were impatient to try the courage 
of* the Turkst After ^ council, they rei(blyed to 
hcfi^ge a town in Turkey called Coni.efte*^^. and 

• QomcOe. (^Nif&. 
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made preparations to inveft it on all fides. This 
could eafily be done ; for it is fituated in an open 
plain» widi a river deep enough to bear veflelsj 
called the Mefte*, which rifcs in Turkey, and 
falls into the Danube near the Tea. This river Da- 
nube is very wide, and has more than four hun- 
dred leagues of courfe from its fpring to the fea: 
it would be the moff profitable of rivers to Hungary 
gnd the adjoining countries» if the veflels it carries 
could have a free pafiage to the fea, but that is im- 
polEble J for, right at its mouthi there is a moun- 
tsdn which divides it into two parts^ and chokes 
the paffage ; the noife of the water is fo trcmen- 
idous, no veflel dares approach itj and it may be 
heard feven leagues off. 

On borf^ fides of the river Mefte are fertik 
meads, ta the great advantage of the inhabi- 
tants, and vineyards, which in favourable fealbns 
produce good wines. The Turks vint^e them, 
^d, when made, they are put into goat Ùdns, and 
fold to the Chriftians, for, according to their re- 
ligion, they are forbidden to tafte wine under pain 
of death i at Icaft when difcovered lb doing, they 
are punilhed: they make pleafant beverages of 
many other excellent fruits and fpices, and are ac- 
çuftomed to drink much of goat's milk, during 
the hot weather, to refrefh and cool them. 

The kin^ of Hungary encamped his army be- 
fore this town without oppofition, for no one made 
?ny attempt to prevent the fiegc -, nor was there 
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pny perfon or army in the place, from Bajasset, to 
guard or defend it. On their arrival, they found 
the fruits ripe, which was a great comfort to them. 
Many attacks were made on the town, but they 
were valiandy oppofed by the bhabitants, in 
the expeftation of daily receiving reinforcements 
from Bajazct, their lord, to raife the fiegc. None 
however came, and the city was taken by ftonti, 
with great flaughter of men, womçn and children^ 
for the Chriftians on entering it Ipared none. 

When Comefte had thus been deftroyed, the 
king of Hungary decamped with his army, and 
advanced farther into Turkey towards the large 
city of Nicopoli ; but, before he arrived there, 
he came to a town called Laquaire, where he en- 
camped fifteen days, for it was fo long before he 
could conquer it. This was alfo taken by ftonn> 
and deftroyed. They then marirhçd to another 
town and caftle called Brehappe, govçrned by a 
Turkifh knight, the lord of thç placejj who hac| 
with him a ftfong garrifon. 

The king of Hungary encamped his Hun- 
garians about a league diftant from it on account • 
of water, for there was none nearer Brehappe ; 
but the counts de Ncvers, d'Eu, de la Marche, 
and the lords de Coucy, Boucicaut, de Saimpi, dc 
Roye, Henry and Philip de Bar, with more than a 
thoufand French knights and fquires, made their 
approaches^ clofe to the town. The count de Ne-^ 
vers had been created a knight by the king of 
Hungary, on his entering Turkey ; and, the 
he difplayed his banner, upwards of three hundred 
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snecc kniffbtedé Tfiofe 'vAio hté itâHraneèd to "èit 
twm m^Tt try wkhtâ fmt^ dvfs^ hj afikulti bol: 
ite^stilk ii^âs tooftron^y fmd refifted aH then* iit* 
tsdcs. The 46rd of ^r«'happc, nvhofc name was*, 
I heik^ CoHDadfts^ a «r^ry ydiaitt man, favc4 
fnafif-^f liis people withki the ca(He. He had 
thcGft hipoîhiirs, c^ftHed Maladiits^ Balachius and 
ituifin. 

Aher Ac capture of the town, the Chnftiam 
were fcrrcn days before the caftle, and attacked 
it inany âmesj but they loft more than the)r 
gained. 

"Thefe four brokers fliewed they were men ^ 
fukm by the defence they ^ade. "^he French 
IfMidf having wdl çonfidered thçxftrength of the 
^aftle» ar>d that they loft more than they won, 
ùm plainly their attempts would be vain, and de« 
çamped, for they h^d heard the king of Hungary 
4cfiroaj$ to lay fiege to Nicopoli. Thus was 
the fiegc of Brchappc-caftlç broken up, and the 
gftrriibn kft in peace, but the town was burnt. 
The count de Neyers and the lords of France 
jdned the kinç of Hungary, who içftandy ppe- 
|>ared to march to Nicopoli. 

Corbadas de Brçhappe was well pleafed to ob- 
fiwrve the Ghriftians rfiarching away, and faid,— 
^ We (hall i^ow be undifturbed for fome time r if 
my town be burnt, it will be rebuilt and recover 
itfelf : but I am furprHed that we have no news 
ftom^ur fultan Bsgazet; for he told me, the lafts 
t|me I fpoke with him in the city of Nicopoli, that 
|l|a tj^oald xt(um ta ^ia country the beginning of 
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Mty« His inteadont veie to cro& the HdkT* 
pont» and inarch to HUngary to offer batde to 
the Chriftiansj as he had fent to inform die king 
of Hungary. But this he has not done ; and the 
Hungarians^ gready ftrengthencd and emboldened 
by fuccours fit>m France^ have crofled the Danube 
and entered Turkey, where they will deftroy all 
the ' pofleffions of Bajazet, for we have no force 
to oppofe them. They will now for certain be* 
fiege Nicopoli, which, although fufiiciendy ftrOog 
to he^ld out for fome time, muft be well de*» 
&nded. We are four brothers, knights, and re-« 
ladons to Bajazet : we ought, therefore, to attend 
to his concerns; and, in confequence, I pfopofe 
the following plan : I and my brother Mala^ua 
will go to Nicopoli to afflft in its defence ; Ba« 
lachius ihaU remain here to guard Brehappe, and 
Ruffin lhall crofs the fea and hailen to find Bajazet, 
and inform him of every thing that has happened, 
and the great army that has invaded Turkey, that 
he may take inftant meafures to prevent the dif«* 
honourable lofs of his pofleffions, and march fuch 
a force againft the Chriftians as may conquer them i 
otherwife he will not only lofe Armenia that he has 
won, but his own territories alfo i for, according 
to appearances, the king of Hungary and dm 
Chriftians are determined to atcempt his com«t 
plete dcftruftion.' 

The three Turks approved of what their bro* 
ther had faid, and promifed obedience. They 
made préparations accordingly ; and, in the mear 
time, the ficge was laid before NicopoU by tb 
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(^liftian araiy» amcnmidiig iD iiearif one httiâred 
thoufand sien. Corbadas de Brehappe and kia 
brother Meladius gained admittance into the town^ 
to the joy of the inhabitants. 

Balachius remained in the caftle of Brehappe, 
and'Ruffin took the firft opportunity oi^ fetting 
outj paffing the Chriftian army in the nightj for 
he was well acquainted with the country, and 
crofled the Hellefpont to karn intelligence where 
Bs^azet was. 

' In truth, Bajazet was at Cairo widi the fultan of 
Babylon, to folicit his aid, and there the Turk 
ibund him. When Bajazet faw him, he was much 
fiirpriled, and imagined fomething extraordinary 
had happened. He called to him, and afked how 
things were gbing on ior Turkey. 

* My lord,* replied he, * they are very anxious 
to fee you there, for the king of Hungary, with 
an immenfe force, has crofled the Danube, and 
invaded the country. They have committed great 
deftru£tion, and burnt five or fix of your inclofed 
towns : when I left Brehappe, they were marching 
to Nicopoli. My brothers Corbadas and Mala* 
dius have thrown themfelves, with fome men at 
arms, into the town to afllfi: in the defence. You 
muft know, that in this army of the king of Hun* 
gary, there is a body of Frenchmen the moft 
gallant and beft appointed that can be feen. It 
behoves you, therefore to funmion your fiiends 
and vaflals, and haften to Turkey with an army 
powerful enough to drive thcfe Chriftians acrofs 
i ; . the 



^Ke DM«Bf«i bot:, if yoiir'iqriré is libt refjKiÏMi^ 
fidersft>kb you wiU not beâble lô» acccmpUCb ItV 

^H<»^ many afç the]r?' ai9ted Bi|^C ^Ufn' 
wards of one hundred tboitflmdi' |ât4 the Turki 
« and 1^ <HI horfebftck)' ' 4i^dieil in the beft t>o0ible 
banner/ jftajaz^t made n<i l%|dy t!6^ this, bilC can- 
tered the chaitober of the fulcsin of BabykUK^ leafir^ 
ing the Tmk, who had bràu^t this intelligencei 
among hi^ people. He related trhat y^u have 
juft heard to the fultan of Babylon^ whe an»4 
fwered,-—^ You mi& provide yourfelf écc«tfpd- 
ingly, and (hall hâve men enoiigh to oppofe ÛMai 
for we muft> by aU means> defertd our rAligkxn 
and poifeflkms.' ^ That il true>' replied Biljaactji 
^ and my wiihes are ilo^ acdomplfiied i fot .1 
was defirous that the king of Hungary would 
cro& the Danube with his arihy «d enter Turkey. 
At prefent^ I ihall let him have full fcopey but iii 
the end he Ihall repay me fully for what he hjis 
done. It is four monthjj fince I heard of this ex* 
pçdition, from my good friend thd duke of Mitàn^ 
who at the fame tkne fent me twelve hawka and 
gerfalcons, the fincft I ever faw. With tbefe. pre-* 
fents, he wrote me the names and firnames of the 
barons of France who were coming to carry the 
war into Tuj-kcy, adding, that if I cotdd capture 
thofe named in his letter, their ranfoms would be 
worth to me more than a million of florins. Be- 
fides the barons he ^mentioned, there ought to be 
with them from France; or the neighboijring colui^ 
tries, five hundred .gallant fquircs. The duke of 
Milan advifed mc, if we had a battle, (which 

wiU 
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Hipill inâUiblf be the cafe, ifor I ihall march to tntti 
thjtm) to draw up my men widi pnidence, and to 
take every advantage in the combat^ for they were 
all men of fuch ability and refolution, that the 
meaneft would not ûy, to avoid death. They 
have underuken this expedition, as the du}ie 
Wtitet me, folcly through valour, to do fomj^ 
deeds of arms that may gain them renown. For 
tkia^ I feel myfelf thankful to them -, and their de- 
fire for arms (hall be gratified within three months 
iram this timcj when, {terhapSj they may have more 
than fufficient*' 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Â blÔRESSIÔN FROM THE PRINCIPAL HISTORV 
70 EXPLAIN WHY JOHN GALEAS OF MILAU 
WAS MOVED fO OIVB THE TURK INFORMA- 
TION OF THE EXI^EDITION INTENDED AGAINST 
HIM* 

^lU'HAT Bajazet had told the fultan of Babylon 
^ ^ rcfpçding the information he had received 
from the lord of Milan mult furprife every one. 
it was fuppofed he had been baptifed and was re* 
^generated in our faith, and yet he hgji fought the 
ioehdfiiip and alliance of an infidel king, an enenii^ 
to our religion, and had every year fcnt him pre- 
fents of hounds and hawks, or the fineft linen cloth 

that 
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thât could be t>rocured at Rhcims, Cambrays or 
in Holland, which is very agreeable to the Sara-» 
cens> who have none but what comes from our 
country. Bajazet, in return, made him rich gifb 
of cloth of gold and precious ftoncs, of which 
they have abundance ; and we cannot obtain diem 
without great ri(k, unlefs by means of the Ve- 
netians or Gcnoefe, who traffic with thofe parts. 

With regard to the count de Vertus, duke of 
Milan, and the lord Galeas, his father, who reign*-* 
ed over the Milanefe as tyrants, it is marvellous to 
think of their fortunes, and how they firft gained 
poflcffion of that country. 

There were three brothers of the houfe of Vif- 
conti, fir Matthew, fir Galeas and fir Bernabo. 
Thefc three brothers had an uncle who was arch- 
bîûiop of Milan, during the time the lord Charles 
de Luxembourg, king of Bohemia and Germany^ 
was elcfted emperor in the room of Lewis of fi»* 
varia, who had obtained that dignity by force. 
.He was never acknowledged emperor bv the 
church, but, on the contrary, was excommtmi** 
cated by pope Innocent VI. who then reigned. 
The caufe of his excommunication was, that after 
being crowned at Rome, by a pope and twebre 
cardinals of his creation, he gave liberty to his 
German foldicrs to plunder Rome, to make them 
amends for the pay that was due. This was the 
recompenfc the Romans received for the receptton 
they gave him -, and for this caufe he died under 
fentence of excommunication. The pope and car- 
dinals whom he had made came of their free will 
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to Avîgnôn> jand fubmitted themfelves to^ poj)c 
Innocent, who abfolvcd them of their error. 

To return to the lords of Milan : I will fay 
how they firft obtained poffclTion of the Mila- 
ncfc. This archbilhop, their uncle, received in 
Milan the new emperor, on his return from Aix 
la Chapelle (where he had performed the ufual ce- 
remonies for forty days) with fo much magni- 
ficçnce and fplendour that, in return for this good 
cheer and for a loan of one hundred thoufand du- 
cats, the emperor created him vifcount of Milan, 
and gave to him the territory of the Milanefe, and 
to his nephews after him, to hold during pleafure, 
and until the hundred thoufand ducats were repaid 
in one fum. When the archbilhop died, his ne- 
phew, fir Matthew, was acknowledged by the em- 
peror as vifcount of Milan. His two brothers, 
fir Galeas and fir Bernabo, who then were far from 
rich, took counfel together, and determined to 
feizc the government and rule over Lombardy : 
to accompliflx this, they refolved on their brother's 
death, by poifon or otherwife, and then to unite 
themfelves fo ftrongly by marriage that no one 
would dare to anger them. . 

After the death of fir Matthew, they reigned 
with great power, and were on the beft terms du- 
ring their lives. They divided the country of 
Lombardy between them: fir Galeas had ten 
'townS| being the eldeft brother, and fir Ber- 
nabo nine J and Milan was governed alternately 
by them for one year. To maintain their govern- 
imcnt, and fupply their cxpenfcs, tthey laid heavy 
iVoL. XL R taxes 



ttbws tnd gàbcUcs on the people, and, by various 
means, extorted great wealth from their fubjcfts. 
They had their towns garrifoned with foreign mer* 
cenaries, Germans, French, Bretons, Englifh, and 
from every nation except Lombardy, for in the 
Lombards they had no confidence. Thefc fol- 
diers were regularly paid every month, and were 
much dreaded by the people, for none dared to 
oppofe them. When any of the neighbouring 
lords ventured to refift their encroachments, they 
took a fevere revenge, and deftroyed fevcral, that 
others might take warning. 

The inhabitants of their towns were under fuch 
awe, that they pofleffed nothing but through the 
good pleafure of fir Galeas and fir Bernabo, and 
thofe who were rich they, taxed three or four times 
a year. They faid the Lombards were too proud 
of their riches, and good for nothing unlcfs kept 
under fubjeftion. They were indeed fo by them, 
for none dared murmur or fay a word againft any 
of their commands. The two brothers married 
nobly, but they bought their wives from the wealth 
of their people. Sir Galeas efpoufed Blanche, 
filter to the good count of Savoy : before he had 
his confcnt, he gave him one hundred thoufand 
ducats. Sir Bernabo married in Germany a filter 
to the duke of Ôrunfwick, and did not pay a Icfs 
fum than his brother had done*. They had many 

* Galeas Vifconti married Blanche of Savoy loth September 

Bernabo Vifconti married Beatrix Ss^ligera» throagli pride 
called Regiaa, 27th September 1350. ' 

chU- 
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feliilàrcn, whom they married to powerful ifairii- 
lies, to add to their ftrength. Sir Galeas had â 
fon called John Galeas, and when he hëard that 
king John of France had obtained his liberty fVotn 
England, and that he was iii great difficulty to 
procure the firft payment of his ranforiii of three 
millions of francs, he negotiated with the king 
and his council to hdve one of the daughters of 
France for wife to his fon John Galeas. His pro- 
pof^ls were liftened to, becaufe they knew he was 
rich, and the king was diftreflcd for money. He 
bought, therefore, the daughter of king John for 
fix hundred thoufand francs, which being paid to 
the king of England, his fon married her.' She 
brought him as her dower the county of Vertus in 
Champagne. They had a fon and daughter, artd 
the laft was married, by dint of money, to the 
Iccond fon of the late king Charles V. Called 
I^wis, who is at this moment duke of Orleans, 
count of Blois and of Valois. This marriage coft 
the .count de Vertus, father of the lady, oi^e mil- 
lion of francs, with part of which was bought the 
county of Blois, as you have heard related in this 
hiftory. 

The two brothers lived in gteat friendftiip with 
cachi other, which increafed their power; and 
neither pope nor cardinal, who made war againft 
thcm> could gain any advantage, ndf àny prince, 
except the marquis of Montferrat, who fucceeded 
through the aid of fir John Hawkwood and the ^ 
Englifli companies, whom he fought in Provence, 
And led into Lombardy. 

R a Afnr 
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After tfic dcâth of Galeas, his fôn John ôal*A, 
ÇDunt de Vertus, reigned with great power, and ^ 
the beginning was much beloved in Lombafdy fbj 
his prudent and wife conduft. He abolifhcd Ac 
moft oppreflive taxes his father had impofed, âiid 
was fo popular that all fpoke well of hita but 
when he had fo far fuccecded, he Ihcwcd his natu- 
ral difpofition, which he had long reftraincd. He 
laid an ambufcade for his uncle, fir Bernabo, ' who. 
thought himfclf on the beft terms with him ; and, 
when he was taken, he was told that one lotd Was 
fufficient for Lombardy, He could not obtâîn 
any favour, for the power was againft him, and, 
being carried to a caftie, was put to death, bbt 
how I know not. 

Sir Bcrnabo had many fine children j and the 
queen of France is the daughter of one that Was 
married to the duke of Auftria and Bavaria, Sir 
Galeas feized all the children of his lincle he 
could lay hands on, as well as his poflefliohs, 
which he annexed to his own, and reigned in great 
Iplendour and wealth. He fhortly after reriewtd 
the taxes he had taken off, and extorted money 
from his fubjefts, by every means of impofitidn, 
which made him more feared than loved. He 
followed the errors of his father, declaring ahd 
maintaining, that he would never believe in, nor 
adore God : in confequehce, he deprived the mo- 
nafteries of great part of their revenues,' which lie 
appropriated to himfelf, faying, the monks liVcd 
too delicately on rich food and choice wines i that 
fuch fuperfluities prevented them rifihg at mid- 
night 
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night to perform their church duties, and that Saint 
Btnediâ had not thus framed his laws for their 
cbnduâi but he would bring them back to eggs 
and thin wine, that their voices may be louder 
and clearer to chaunt in the church. 

Thus did fir Galeas^ father and fon, and fir 
Bemabo, a£l like popes, in their dominions as long 
as they lived: they did- much injuft ice to church- 
men, without fearing any thing the popes might 
lay or do againft them i and when the fchifm 
happened, and the two popes of Rome and 
Avignon were excommunicating each other, thefc 
lords of Milan laughed at both, as indeed did many 
Other great lords^ 

- The daughter of this fir John Galeas, duchefs 
of Orleans, inherited more of the difpofitions of 
her father than of her mother, who was a princefs 
of France j for fhe was envious, and covetous of 
the pomp of this world, and would gladly have 
fccn her lord king of France, no matter how. A 
Icandalous report was very current, that the dif- 
order of the king, which had fo much diftrcflcd 
the kingdom, and baffled all the (kill of the phy- 
ficians, was owing to her. I will fay what gave 
rife to thefc fufpicions, and made them the more 
readily believed. 

• Valentina, duchefs of Orleans, had a handfomc 
fon of the age of the dauphin of France, and wh Ic 
thcfe two children were phying together in the 
chamber of the duchefb, a poifoned apple was 
throwp on the floor, near the dauphin, in hopes 
be would take it, but, through God*s pro/xdcnce, 

R a he 
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he did not. The fon of the duchcfs, thinking m 
harm, ran and eat it, but he had no fooncr put 
it into his mouth than death followed, in fpitc of 
every care to prevent it. Thofe who had the go- 
vernment of the dauphin carried him away, and 
never allowed him afterward to enter the apart- 
ments ' of the duchefs. This ftory caufed great 
murmurings in Paris and elfcwherc, and the people 
were fo enraged againft her, as to occafion the duke 
to hear of it : they publicly faid in Paris, that if 
Ihe was not preventedWrom being near the king, 
they would come and take her away by force and 
put her to death, for that (he intended to poifon 
the king and all his family, having already made 
him fufFer by her enchantments. What gave ad- 
ditional weight to this, was the king's refufal, 
during his illnefs, tô fee the queen, whom he 
would not recolleâr, nor any other perfon than the 
duchefs of Orleans. . 

The duke of Orleans, to put an end to thefe 
fcandalous reports, took her away from the hôtel 
de Saint Pol hinjfelf, and fent her to one of his 
caftles called Afnieres, on the road to Beauvais, 
where (he remained feme time without ever paflin^ 
the gates of the caftle. She was removed thence 
to Neufchâtel on the Loire, and the duke hated 
her much for the accident which had happened to 
his fon : his other fine children, however, foftencd 
his refentm'ent to her. 

Intelligence of this was carried to Milan, and fir 
Galeas heard with fear the great ^danger his daugh- 
ter was in. Ht wa3 very wroth with the king bf 

Franco 
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France and his mînifters, and fent fir James dc la 
Bernic, with other noble perfons, ambafladors to 
France, to excufe his daughter, and to fay, that if 
- any knight Ihould accufe her of treafon, he would 
provide a perfon to challenge him to mortal com- 
bat. At the time thefe ambafladors came to 
Paris, the king was in tolerable health ; but very 
little attention was paid them> or to the excufcs 
they made for the duchefs of Orleans, and thejr 
received a fhort anfwer. 

When they faw this, they returned to Milan to ^ 
relate to the duke what thty had feen and heard. 
The duke was more angered than before, and fent 
his defiance to the king and kingdom of France ; 
but, when it was brought, the moft gallant part of 
the French chivalry had already fet our for Hun- 
gary, and were now entered into Turkey. From 
fpite to the king of France, the duke of Milan had 
formed an alliance with Bajazetj and by his means 
was the fultan regularly informed of all that was 
paflîng in Chriftendom, and the fecret hiftory of 
France» 

We' will now leave this matter, and fay how the 
fultan Bajazet and the Chriftian barons and kttights 

in Turkey profpercd. 
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CHAP. XXXVI; 

MBIL^E BAJAZET IS RAISING A GREAT ARMY TO 
OPPOSE TriE HUNGARIANS AND FRENCp, TftB 
LORD DE COUCy, DURING THE SIEGE OF NI- 
COPOLI, DEFEATS A LARGE BODY OF TÛRK& 
WITH AN INFERIOR FORCE. 

T5 AJAZET made no l^ng ftay at Cairo with the 
fultan of Babylon, who promifed fo fend a 
great army to his aid under the command of his 
beft men at arms, that he might fuccefsfuUy op- 
pofe the barons and knights of France. They 
dilpatched meflengers on all fides to all who they 
imagined could aflift, begging they would exert 
themfclves in this affair, which was become of 
the greateft confequence ; for, fliould the French 
conquer Turkey, all the furrounding kingdoms 
would tremble, their religion be deftroyed, and 
themfelves reduced to flavery under the Chrif- 
tians, and it were far better to die before fuch events 
Ihould happen. 

Many Saracen kings obeyed the fumnions 
which Bajazet and the fultan of Babylon had fent 
^ far as Pcrfia, Media and Tartary, and to the 
north to the kingdom of Lc£lo*, beyond the fron- 
tiers of Pruffia. The Saracen monarchs, having 
heard the army of the Chriftians was compofed of 
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the flower of their chivalry, fclcftcd from their 
own fedl thofe of the greateft ability, and who 
had been longeft trained to arms ; fo that their ar- 
mament was not foon ready to march, nor their 
purveyances prepared. 

It was the intention of Bajazet to raife a force 
fufEcient to withftand the Chriftians: he there- 
fore began his march towards Turkey, followed 
by large companies from various parts. Tartary, 
Perfia and Media, fent him many valiant Sara- 
cens, who were impatiery: for the combat, and 
to try their force againft the Chriftians, 

We will now leave Bajazet, and return to the 
Chriftians who were befieging thé ftrong city of 
Nicopoli. 

The garrifon was very numerous, and defended 
the place valiantly againft the attacks of their 
enemies, but exprefled themfelves much furprifed 
that they heard nothing of Bajazet. The em- 
peror of Conftantinople had indeed written to 
fay, that he was ftill in the country about Alex- 
andria. 

The befieging army lay before Nicopoli, hav- 
ing provifion in abundance v/hich came to them 
from Hungary and the furrounding countries^ 
During the fiege, the lord de Goucy and fome 
other French knights toôk a fancy to make an ex- 
pedition farther into Turkey, for they were tired 
of remaining fo long inactive, while the king of 
Hungary fliould continue his approaches to the 
town. The lord de Coucy, as commander in 
chief, left the camp with about five hundred 

lances 
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and as many crofs-bows, on horfeback, accom* 
panicd by the lords de Roye, dc Saint Py, the 
governor of Beauvoir, the lord de Montcaurel, 
the borgne de Montquel, and fcveral more. They 
' felefted as guides fome of the beft mounted Hun- 
'garian fcouts, well acquainted with the country, to 
lead them where they thought was probate to 
meet the enemy. 

This fame week, the Turks likewife took the 
field to the amqunt of twenty thoufand men ; for, 
having heard the Chriftians were deftroying and 
burning their country, they determined to put an 
end to it. They colledled in the force I have faid, 
and advanced to a pafs through which it was ne* 
ceflary the Chriftians flipuld march to enter the 
open country, for there was no other entrance. 
Having remained there for two days without 
hearing any thing of the enemy, they were on the 
point of returning the third day, when the Hun- 
garian fcouts came galloping * to the place where 
the Turks lay in ambufli. When they thus 
faw them, they kept quiet to obferve the Chrif- 
ti^s without making any fally or throwing a 
lance. 

The Chriftians' advanced near to the Turks, 
and, although they could not fee the v/hole, found 
they were very numerous. After a (hort ftay, 
they returned to inform the lord de Coucy and 



• It is in D. Sauvage ' came to Brechaut but the MS. in the 
Mufeum has it as in the text, and my MS. * brochant' (fpurring) 
iortc^d of ' courant.' 

the 



25f 



the other lords what they had feen. The Chrif.. 
tians were rejoiced on hearing it, and the lord de 
Coucy faid, — ' We muft advance, and fee what 
kind of people they are ; for, fince we are come 
thus far> we muft not return without offering 
them combat, otherwife we may be blamed.* 

^ You arc in the right/ anfwcred fuch lords as 
heard him. 

They then tightened their armour, regirthcd 
their horfes, and advanced >at a gentle pace to^ 
where the Turks lay. There was a fmall wood 
between the two parties : when the French knights 
came to it, they halted, and the lord de Coucy 
faid to fir Reginald de Roye and the lord de Saint 
Py, — ^ I would advife, in order to draw the 
Turks out of their ambufh, that you two advance 
with one hundred of our men, while we poft the 
remainder io this wood. The Turks, feeing fo 
fmall a party, will quit their ambulh : do you 
fuffer yourfelves to be purfued, and, when paft 
this wood, wheel round on them ; we will inftantly 
fally forth, and thus inclofc and conquer them at * 
our ple4fure.' 

This plan was adopted, and the two knights fet 
off with about one hundred of the beft mounted : 
the main b,ody, to the amount of eight hundred 
men of tried courage, entered the wood, where 
they hid themfelvcs. The others galloped towards 
the Turks, who were much pleafed,. thinking 
what they faw was the whole force of the enemy : 
they quitted their ambufcade and advanced on the 
plain. The Chriftian lords, obferving this^ 

turned 
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turned about, and fufFcrcd thcmfclves to be pur- 
fucd, but, as they were fo well mounted, the 
Turks could not come up with them. Both par- 
ties pafled the wood without the ambufh being 
noticed, when the lord de Coucy Tallied forth 
with his men, ihouting, * Our Lady for the lord 
dc Coucy !* and, falling on the rear of the Turks, 
ftruck down many. 

The Turks halted, on finding themfelves thus 
furroundcd, and made the beft defence they could ; 
but it litde availed, for, not fufpefting any forces 
behind, they were thunderftruck when they were 
attacked on all fides. The French difplayed great 
vîdour, and overthrew all that oppofed them : 
they flew heaps on the field, and killed all they 
overtook in their flight like wild beafl:s. They 
Ihewed mercy to none, and happy were they who 
could fave themfelves. After this defeat, the 
French returned in the evening to the camp before 
Nicopoli. 

News was fp read throughout the army that the 
lord de Coucy had, by his valour, overthrown 
more than fifteen thoufand Turks. Very many 
were loud in his praife for this aftion, but not fo 
the count d'Eu; for he faid, ' the expedition had 
been undertaken through vanity, and that he faw 
nothing praife-worthy in it, as it had put the de- 
tachment under his command in great rifle, by 
attacking fo very fuperior a force. It was, befide, 
his duty (fince he was fo eager to perform fomc 
deeds of arms, and had met the Turks in the field) 
to have fcnt information of his intention to the 
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commander in chief, the count de Ncvers, whd 
was anxious to gain renown.* Thus, through 
cnvT^ as it may be fuppofed, did the count d'Eu 
ipeak of the lord dc Coucy. During the whole 
expedition, he never had any fricndlhip for hkn, 
notwithftanding he faw that he was beloved and 
refpefted by ail the French and foreign knights, 
which, he imagined, ihould have been his due; 
for he was very nearly conneded by blood with 
Ac king of France, and bore for arms the flower 
de luces with a bar, and was befides constable of 
France. 

Such was the beginning of the hatred of the 
count d'Eu to the gallant lord de Coucy, which at 
laft broke out, and caufed the deftrudion of Ac 
Chriftian army, as you will foon have related. 

We will now leave this fùbjeâ:, and return to 
what was palling: between the kings of France and 
-England. 
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CHAP. XXXVU. 

THE DUKE OF GUELDRES PREVENTS TH EARk 
OF DERBY JOINING THE CÔUNTS OF HAIN^ 
AULT AND OF OSTREVANT IN THEIR EXPE* 

DITION AGAINST FRIESLAND NEGOTIATIONS 

FOR PEACE BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND 
ARE CONTINUED UNTIL KING RICHARD 
CROSSES OVER TO CALAIS, TO CONCLUDE 
THEM WITH THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY* 

XT'OU have before ^ heard in this hiftory that 
^ the marriage of the king of England with a 
princefs of France was nearly approaching ; that 
the two kings ftiewed great affeftion to each other, 
as did the relatives on either fide, excepting the 
duke of Gloceften But he had no joy in it; for 
he knew that, by this connexion, peace would be 
eftabliflied between the two kingdoms, which he 
would unwillingly fee, for he only wifticd for 
war, and excited all whom, he thought fo inclined, 
to throw every obftacle in the way. At that 
time, there was a knight in his fervice called 
fir John Baquigay *, a referved man, who knew 
all the fecrets of the duke, and who, by encou- 
raging his warlike difpofitions, followed die na- 
tural bent of his own inclinations. 



* B^uigay.— •Mufeum MS, Hac<juingay«— -Hafbd M& 
La^uingay. 
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At this period, the duke of Gueldres came to Eng- 
land to vifit the king and his uncles, and to ofFer his 
legal fervices, for he was fo bounden by faith and ho- 
mage. The duke would gladly have feen the king 
makjng preparations for war, for he difliked peace. 
The duke of Gueldres had many converfations 
with the duke of Lancafter refpefting'the intended 
expedition of the counts of Hainaultandof Oftrevant 
againft Friefland j for at this moment Fierabras de 
Vertain was in England, having been fcnt thither 
by the count d'Oftrevant to feek men at arms and 
archers. 

The earl of Derby had been rcquefted to ac- 
company his coufins of Hainault and Oftrevant, to 
which he was well inclined, and had cold Fierabras 
that he ftiould be well pleafed to go to Friefland, 
if it met the approbation of the king and his fa* 
ther. When, therefore, the duke of Gueldres 
came to England, the duke of Lancafter Ipoke 
to him on this fubjeft, and defired him to fay 
what he thought of it. He replied, * that the ex- 
pedition would be attended with much danger i 
that Friefland was not a country eafily conquered, 
and that many counts of Hofland and Hainault, 
who in former times claimed it as their inheritance, 
had marched thither with great force, to bring it 
under their fubjeftion, but had never returned. 
The Frieflanders are a people void of honour and 
underftanding, and ftiew mercy to none who fall 
in their way. They pay no refpeft to any lord, 
however great his rank j and their country is very 
ïtrong, furrouhded by the fea, and full of bogs, 
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' iflaiids and marihes> fo that no perfcms can^ find 
thcif way through it but the natives. I have been 
xnuch prefled to join this expedition, but I will 
iiever enter fuch a country -, and I would not advifc 
that niy coufin of Derby go thither, for it is 
not fuitable to him. 

* I am fatisfied my brother-in-law d*Oftrcvajit 
will undertake the expedition, for he îs very eager 
to do fo, and will lead many Hainaulters with 
him, but there is a chance if any of them ever 
- come home again/ 

This fpeech of the duke of Gueldres 'had fuch 
an efFtft on the duke of Lancafter, that he rc- 
folved in his own mind the earl of Derby fliould 
not go to Friefland. He fignified to him fc- 
. cretly his intentions, for his fon did not live with 
him, and that, notwithftanding the engagements 
he had entered into, he muft break them off, for 
w neither the king nor himfelf would confent that he 
^ fliould go on this expedition. 

Thus did the duke of Gueldres prevent tht 
count of Hainault and his fon from having the 
company of the earl of Derby, in which refpeft 
he was not well advifed, nor was he thanked by 
either; but he was by nature all his life proud ajid 
envious. 

Fierabras de Vertain, notwithftanding this dif- 
appointment, was not the lefs diligent in colleft- 
ing forces, and had engaged many knights and 
fquires with more than two hundred archers. But 
the earl of Derby excufed himfelf for the rcafons 
above mentioned. • His excufes were accepted, for 
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ccftcr îs violently àgâinft it, ind he leads the Lon-' 
doners as he wills, and may atteAipt to fiir up a 
, rébellion in the country, and raife the people 
àgainft nie« Now, coniider the danger ï fhould 
run if thefe were a fécond rebellion, headed by the 
duke of Glocefter and other great barons and 
knights who are, as I know, of his way of think- 
ing. I am puzzled how to a£t, for my uncle of 
Gloccfter is of fo referved a nature, no one knows 
his real thoughts.* 

* My lord,' anfwered the count de St. Pol, ' you 
muft gain hîni over by fair and kind fpceches. 
Make him handfome prefcnts, and, fhould he 
demand any thing, however unreafonable, grant 
it him inftantly. This is the only means to gain 
him ; and, if you continue fuch conduft until your 
marriage be completed, your queen brought hi- 
ther, and all affairs concluded, you may then fol- 
low a, different method ; for you will be powerful 
enough to crufh all your enemies or rebellious fub- 
jeds, as the king of France will at all times 
be ready to affift you, and this you may fccurcly 
depend upon.' ^ 

' In God's namç, brother-in-law,* faid the king, 
' you fpeak to the pu'rpofe, and it fliall be as you 
advife/ 

The count dc Saint Pol was lodged in London 
during his ftay in England ; but he had frequent 
conferences with the king at Eltham, and with diè 
duke of Lancafter on the fubjeét of the marriage. 
It had been ordered at Paris, as the count told the 
king, that the king of France and his uncles would 
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come to Saînt Other, and bring the young prin- 
ccfs with them who was to be queen of Eng- 
land. . It was therefore their wifli that the king 
of England ihould come to Calais/ and that, be* 
tween the towns of Saint Omer, and Calais, an in- 
terview fhould take place between the two kings, 
who from perfonal knowledge would have their 
affeftions much ftrengthened ; and then there might 
be 4bme fecret treaties made relpefting a peacfe 
between them and their uncles, without employ- 
ing too many perfons in the bufinefs, before the 
king carried his queen to England. If a peace 
could not be concluded, the truce was then to bfc 
jprolonged for the term of thirty or forty yeârs be- 
tween Frànce, England, and their allies. ' 

This propofal feemcd fo fair and honourable to 
the king of England and hi^ council, that ordelft 
were inftantly iflued for purveyances df every 
kind to be made ready for the king's voyagé 
and refidejice at Calais. Many lords did the 
fame. The duke and duchefs of Glocefter, with 
their children, were invited by the king to be cff 
the party, as were the dukes and ducheflcs tff 
York and Lancafter: this laft lady, being with 
her lord at Eltham, had already been aCked. 

The king and the count de Saint Pol tra* 
veiled together through Canterbury to Dôver^ 
followed by all the- lords who had been in- 
vited to accompany him. In truth, the courfc 
<ic Saint Pol, from his impatience to carry the 
jiews to the king of France, crofftd the fca on 
. S .2 his 
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his arrival at Dover to Boulougnc, and haftcn- 
cd thence to Paris, and related tô the king 
and his ijncles every thing which had palTed 
with the king of England. This gave general 
fatisfaftion, and the king and court fet out from 
Paris, and by Ihort days journies came to Amiens. 
In the mean time, the king of England, his un- 
cles, and a large train of lords and ladies^ had 
crofled the fea to Calais, where they were lodged. 
The duke of Burgundy came to St Omcr to prefe 
forward the treaties, which were carried on through 
the mediation of the count de Pol and Robert the 
hermit. 

The duke of Burgundy was conducted by die 
count dc Saint Pol to Calais on the eve of oui* 
Lady the. middle of Auguft, to wait on the king 
of England and his uncles. He was welcomed 
with joy by the king and his lords; and they con- 
ferred together, for fome time on the articles for a 
peace, to which the kbg inclined: indeed, to 
fay the truth, he was indifferent what might be 
agreed on, provided he had his wife. When the 
duke of Burgundy had ftaid at Calais two days ne- 
gotiating a peace, the kmg told him that he would 
lay all the articles on bis return to England before 
the parliament; for that neither himfclf nor his 
lords could agree to any thing çonclufive without 
the affent of the people of England, and it muft 
be deferred until their will were known- He 
added, that he hîmfelf would go over, and re- 
turn^ and fo make one journey for the con- 
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cîtilîon of all things. ' That will be well done/ 
teplied the duke of Burgundy and the count 
dc Saint Pol, who returned to St. Omer, and 
thence to Amiens, where they expefted to meet 
the king and queen of France with their daugh-^ 
ter, the future queen of England. The dukes 
of Berry and ,Brittany were alfo there ; for the 
king of France had fent for the laft mentioned 
duke, who came thither in grand array. ^ 

The king of England and hi^ lords returned 
to London ; but their ladies remained until they 
ibould come back, which was fpeedily done. 
During this period,- the expedition from Hain« 
ault againft the Frieflanders took place, com- 
manded by the earl of Hainault and his ion 
the count d'Oftrevant; We will relate the ar- 
rangement of it, for it is now time. 
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THF COUNTS or HAINAULT AîfD OF OSTRS-» 
VANT RAISE A LARGE ARMV OF ME^I^ Al^ 
ARMS3 KNIGHTS AND SQUIRES, TO INVADE 

FRIESLAND. THE KING OF FRANCE SEKDS 

THEM ASSISTANCE, U^DER THE COMMAND 
OF COUNT WALERAN DE ST. POL AND THE 
LORD CHARLES D'aLBRET. 

*^y^OU have before heard the great dcfire duke 
^ Albert of Bavaria and his fon William count 
d'Oftrevant had to invade Friefland, and to em- 
ploy their arms in the conqueft of it. The knights 
and fqulres of Hainault, Holland and Zealand^ 
were willing to fécond them, becaufe they thought 
it was their lawful inheritance. To gain aflift- 
ance, tHe count d'Oftrevant had fent one of his. 
fquires, a renowned man at arms, called Fiera- 
brus de Vcrtain, to England, where he had been, 
fuccefsful : king Richard, out of afFcftion to his- 
coufin, had fent him fome men at arms, and two^ 
hundred archers, under the command of threes 
Englifli lords ; one was named Cornewall, ano- 
ther Colleville, but the name of the third, who^— 
was a fquire, I have forgotten: It was told me>_ 
and likewife that he was a gallant man at arms>^ - 
and had been long ufed to war : a fhort time 
before, he had in a riot had his chin cut off, 
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•which was replaced by one of filv^r that was 
faftened by a filken cord tied round his head; 
This force arrived at Enchuyfcn in proper time. 

To be more particular in this matter, I mtift 
fay that I was informed duke Albert held many 
confultations with his fon, the count d'Oftrevant, 
and they called ^ into their councils a noble and 
valiant fquire, named William de Croembourg*, 
who earneftly exhorted them to the war, for he 
mortally hated the Frieflanders. He had done 
them fome mifchief, and did them much more, 
as you fliall hear. 

Duke Albert of Bavaria fet out from the Hague 
in company with his fon, the count d'Oftrevant, for 
Hainault, and convened the dates of that country 
at Mons, who readily obeyed the fiimmons of 
their lord. He laid before them his wifh to in- 
vade Fricfland, and remonftrated on his right to 
do fo, and the lawful claim he had on it. In 
proof of this, he had read to them certain let- 
ters patent, apoftolical and imperial, authentically 
fcaled with lead and gold, which evidently Ihewed 
his right over that country. The duke addrcflifd 
the meeting, — * My lords, and valiant men our 
fubjefts, you know that every one ought to 
guard and defend his inheritance, and that man, 
in the defence of himfelf or country, has a right 
to make war. You know alfo, that the Frieflanders 
ought to acknowledge themfelvcs our fubjefts, but 
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they are rebellious againft m, and agaînft oizr 
rights, like men without law or religion. 

* Norwithftanding the juftice of our claim, wc 
cannot, my very dear lords, without your per- 
fonal and pecuniary aid, attempt to make thefe 
people liften to reafon. We therefore entreat your 
affiftance in this neceffity, both perfonal and pecu- 
niary, that we may fubjugate thefe difobedient 
Frieflanders to our will.* 

To this remonftrance the three eftates unani- 
moufly aflentcd j and, as they were always in- 
clined to comply with the defires of their lord, 
they prefented duke Albert, from the country of 
Hainaulr, the fum of thinyi thoufand francs in 
ready money, without including the town of Va- 
lenciennes. This town performed equally well 
its duty, for duke Albert, attended by his fon, 
went thither, and made a fimilar requeft to what 
he had done fo fuccefsfully at Mons. 

Thefe two valiant princes were very joyful to 
fee their fubjeéts fo forward to affift their war> 
as iç aflured them they were well beloved by 
them. Since they had now a fufficiency of mo- 
ney, they refolvcd to inform the king of France 
of their intended expedition, and to requ^ aid 
from him. Two prudent and valiant knights, the 
lord de Ligne and the^lord de Jumont, were fent 
thither, and acquitted themfelves well, for they 
were much in favour with the French, elpecially 
the lord de Ligne,- whom the king, from his par- 
tiality to him, had made one of his chamber- 
lains* He propofed to the king of France the 
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rcqueft of his lord, duke Albert of Bavaria, fa 
eloquently, that he and his council promifcd the 
affiftance he required. # The duke of Burgundjr 
was urgent for its being granted, becaufe his daugh- 
ter having married the duke's fon, he thought, 
if the expedition were fuccefsful, it would be for 
the advantage of the count d'Oftrevant. 

Many of the great batons difapproved of it, 
and fpoke againft it, faying, — ' How can thefe 
Hainaulters come hither to.folicit aid from our 
king, when they have already been to afk the 
fame from the Englifli ? Have we not lately fcen 
that the count d'Oftrevant has accepted of the 
order of the Garter, which is the Englifh device ? 
Has he fhewn, by fo doing, any very great af- 
fection for France ?' But others, who were better 
informed, replied, — ' My fair firs, you are wrong 
to talk thus : if the count d'Oftrevant has accepted 
the Garter, it was not to ally himfelf with Eng- 
land } for he is too ftrongly connefted with the 
French. Is it not true that he has married the 
lady Catherine, daughter to the duke of Burgundy ? 
and is not this a better and more valuable alliance 
than the blue Garter ? Never, therefore, fay that 
he will not prefer doing fervices to the French ra- 
ther than to the Englifli. The king will honour 
himfelf and exalt the French name, if he give 
him the aid he has been wifely advifcd to afford/ 

Thus did the French converfc on thefe mat- 
ters, which made a great noife in France, for 
nothing was talked of biit the deeds of arms that 
were to be performed in Hungary or Turkey 

againft 
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9g[dnft B^gazet^ and in Fnefland agwift th^ 
Fricflanders. The king of France 4id not delay 
Kufing an army of five hundred lances, compofea 
of Picards and French, and gave the command of 
them to the count Waleran de St. Pol and the lord 
Charles d'Albret, two knights that were well qua- 
lified for the bufincfs. They werfe to lead this 
body of men to the town of Enchuyfcn in lower 
Fricfland, as that was the place of aflcmbly for 
the whole army, and they were to embark there 
for upper Frieflahd, which they did. 

When the two valiant knights, the lord de Ligne 
aiîd the lord de Jumont, faw th^ good inclination 
of the king, and were aflured that every order had 
been given, and the pay iffued for the men at armft 
who were to be fent to aflift the count of Hainault, 
they took leave of the king of France, and, thank- 
ing him for his friendftiip to their lords,, returned to 
Hainault, to relate to the duke of Bavaria and the 
count d'Oftrevant how fuccefsful they had been. 
They were received with the honours they had 
deferved, and detailed the courteous anfwers they 
received from the king of France and the duke of 
Burgundy, who had feafted them grandly, and the 
rich prefents that were given them, Cor which they 
thanked the duke and his fon, as it was from af- 
feftion to them they had been fliewii fuch courtefy. 
The whole would be too long to rçl^te : we will 
therefore pafs it over, and come to the principal 
matter, 

Duke Albert, on hearing that the king of France 
was to fend to his afllftance five hundred lancet, 
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eeffary, each according to his power, to aftîft 
him in his intended expedition againft Friefland $ 
and that^ out of afieAion to him, and regard to 
their own honour and renown, they would ac- 
company him to his town of Enchuyfen, in 
lower Friefland, and to Meemelie*,. and thence 
embark with him for upper ^Friefland, where he 
propofcd bemg, if it pleafed God, by the middle 
of Auguft enfuingt and that he would w^t for 
them in one or other of the two before-mentioned 
towns 5 that it was his intention to go thither be- 
forehand to make the ncceflary preparations, and 
to receive his men at arms, and fuch Hollanders 
and Zealanders as would be induced to enter his 
fervice, and aid him to the accomplifhment of hii 
purpofes.* 

All the knights, fquires^ and lords in Hainault in- 
ftantly complied with his requeft, and promifed 
him their fervices like loyal vaflals. Duke Al- 
bert and the count d'Oftrevant found them punc- 
tual in the performance df their promifes, and 
they made themfelves fpeedily ready, fo that about 
the beginning of Auguft of the year 1396, they 
alfembled, and marched off in companies, hand- 
fomely arrayed, towards Antwerp, where they 
were to embark for Enchuyfen, the general ren- 
dezvous. 

You may fuppofe, that when all thefe prepa- 
rations were making for the departure of fo many 
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knights and fquires^ the ladies and damfels were 
not in high fpirits. We mull allow they were very 
much caft down, for they faw their fathers, bro- 
thers, uncles, hufbands and lovers, going on a dan- 
gerous expedition, not having forgotten how, in 
rormer times, the Hainaulters with count William 
had remamed on the field of battle in F*riefland. 
They were therefore fearful that what had happen- 
ed to their predeceflbrs might befal them, and 
loudly praifed the duchefs of Brabant for having 
forbidden any gentleman or others of her country 
to take part in this expedition. 

The ladies frequently prefled their lovers and 
friends to decline going, and many meetings were 
holden, but to little purpofe. They were particu- 
larly angry with Fierabras baftard de Vertain, for 
they faid he was the principal promoter of this ex- 
pedition. 

Duke Albert and his fon, on leaving Mons after 
the promife of the Hainaulters ta aflift them, re- 
turned to Zealand, and made fîmilar reqûefts to the 
Zealanders, who in like manner complied; and the 
lord de la Vere, firFloris de Boeffel, Floris d'Abel, 
the lord de Zenemberge, fir Clais de Boyfel and 
Philip de Cortien, were very inftrumental in for- 
warding the bufinefs. They as well as many other 
gentlemen inftantly armed, and put themfclves m 
handfome array, plainly flicwing they were defirous 
to gain renown. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

THE EARL OT HAINAULT XANDS WÏTH 

ARftïY IN FRIESLAND.—— HÎ DEFEATS Tïïk 
ERIESLANDÈRS IN BATTIE, BÛT 1$ NEVÈ'R- 
THELÈS FORCED TO RETIRE TO HOLLAND, 
TO PASS T^IE WINTER, \^ITHOtrT tîAVlUù 
GAINED ANY THING IN FRIESLAND. 

^npHE duke of Bavaria ahd his foft, lét^^ 
been fo fuccefsful in Hainault and Zealand, 
xnadc the fame requefts to the Hollanders, clpè- 
cially . to the barons and chief towns. To iky 
the truth, the Hollanders '^ere much pleâfed 
hear war was about to be made on thie Fficflâhders : 
they hated them, particularly the knighls âhd 
fquires, for there was a continual Warfare tartried 
on, and they mutually plundered, each oiâïtr bh 
the frontiers of the two countries. Whèn thfe 
great lords in Holland, fuch as thé IbYâ d'Atrêl 
ând other gallant knights ahd fq\iîfèSi heâi-d the 
fupplications of their princes, duke Albiert tod 
his Ton count William^ they immediately oflferèd 
their fcrvices, and promifed thttft every àDiftàhcê. 
They were fpeedily armed, arid the principal toWris 
fupplicd them with a large body of cmfs-bcfi^rs, 
pikemen and men at arms. It was ilot lc^ng be- 
fore they were all aflembled at Enchuyfcn, where 
veffels had been provided to carry them to Frief- 
land. They were fo numerous, they were faid to 
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be diirty thbufwd failorsj and that die town of 
Harlem alone had fupplicd twelve hundred. Thefc 
veflels were amply freighted wkh warlike flores and 
odier neceflaries. You may imagine the grief of 
the ladies and damfels in Holland and Zealand was 
not lefs than thofe of Hainault^ when they found 
their lovers and relations were engaged in this 
war. Their anger fell chiefly on the lord de 
Crueihbourg, becaufe they thought he had beeii 
the great advifer of duke Albert in the matter, 
and on the lord de Merebbede. This laft waà 
eager for revenge on the Fricflariders for the in- 
juries they had done him : in the before men- 
tioned battle, when count William was unfor^ 
tunately flain^ he had loft three and thirty of hia 
relations, bearing his arms on their coats, with fir 
Daniel de Merebbede their leader j none of whom 
would the Frieflanders ranfom. Thefe two lords, 
âierefore, were afraid to appear before the prin- 
defies and ladies of duke Albert's court. 

In a ihort time^ the whole army was aflembled : 
die Englifh came firft, next the Hainaulters in very 
handfome array, under the command of the lord 
ienefchal de Jumont, and the lord de Gomegines, 
who was marfhal \ then the Hollanders and Zea- 
landers : but the French did not come fo foon 
as expeftedj which delayed the embarkation eleven 
days. During this interval, there arofe a quarrel 
between the Englifh and Hollanders; and, had 
k not been for the count d'Oftrevant, the Eng- 
lifh would have been flain. The quarrel was made 
npi and the French arrived, to the joy of all, 
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for they confifted of a well-appoîntcd body of mca 
at arms. 

Every one was now ordered inftantly to cm- 
bark> which being done, they hoifted fail, recom- 
mended themfelves to God, and put to fea. The 
water was fmooth, and fcemed to take pleafure in 
bearing them. There were fuch numbers of vcf- 
fcls that, had they been arranged in a line from 
Enchuyfcn to Kuynder (which is in upper Fricf- 
land, and where they intended to land), thou^* 
twelve leagues diftant, the whole fea would have 
been covered ; but they failed in one body. 

We will for a while leave them, and fpeak 
of the Frieflanders, who, as I was informed, had 
been long acquùnted with duke Albert's intention 
of marching againft them with a powerful army.- 
They held many councils on the fubjeft, and de- 
termined to combat their enemies at the very mo- 
ment of their landing j for they faid they fliould 
prefer death wirfi liberty, to being flavesj and 
would never quit the batde while alive. They 
alfo rcfolved not to accept of ranfoms for any per- 
fon, however high his rank, but to put their pri- 
foners to death, or keep them in banifhment from 
their own countries. 

Among thefe was a Frieflandcr of high birth! 
and renown : he was of great ftrengtfi and ftaturc, 
for he was taller by a head than all his country* 
men. His name was Yves Jovercj but theJHol- 
landers, Zealanders and Hainaulters called him 
^ The great Frieflandcr.* This valiant man had 
gained much réputation in PrulFia, Hungary, Tur- 
key, 
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kley, Rhodes and Cypras, where he had performed 
fuch deed^ of valour that he was much fpoken of. 
When he heard his countrymen thus readily refolvc 
on battle, he addrefled them, — * O ye noble men, 
and free Frieflanders, know that there is no fortune 
ftable. If in former times you have, by your 
prowefs, conquered the Hainaulteis, Hollanders 
and Zealanders, thbfe who are now about to invade 
us are men expert in war, and be aiTured they will 
aft otherwife than their predeceflbrs : you will fee 
they will not fly, but fight with the utmoft pru-* 
dence. I would therefore advife that we fufFer ^ 
them to land and make what progrefs they can 
into the country : let us guard our towns and fortr 
refles^ and give up to them the plaini, where 
they will wafte themfelves. Our country will not 
long fupport them. It is beflde cut up with 
ditches and dykes, fo that they cannot advance far 
into the interior, and they will be forced to return 
after having burnt ten or twelve villages. This ^ 
they will the more Ipecdily do, for they cannot 
ride^ nor indeed without difficulty march on foot> 
through the country, which will wear them out. 
The damage they can do will be trifling, and 
we can foon repair itj but, if we oflTer them bat- 
tle, I very much fear we fliall be overpowered, 
for I have been credibly informed dicy are one 
hundred thoufand men under arms/ 

He faid truly, for they were at leaft as many, 
if not more. 

Three valiant Friefland knights, fir Feu de 
Vol. XI. T Pore- 
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Dwrkcrqiic, fir Gerard Cavm ind &t Tiny de 
Walturg, fccondcd this propofalj but the peo- 
ple would not liften to it, and they were fup- 
ported by fevcral of thofc noble men called 
' Elins, who are gentlemen and judges of caufes. 

They oppofed what the great Fricflander had 
. offered with fuch fuccefs, as to occafion it to be 
determined, that as foon as they fhould hear of 
the enemy landing, they were to march and offer 
them combat. This being rcfolved og, the af- 
fembly broke up, that every one might make 
his preparations. To fay the truth, they were 
in general very poorly armed: many had no 
other defcnfive covering than their waiftcoats 
made of coarfe thick cloth, fcarcely bettçr than 
horfe cloths. Some were armed in leather, others 
with rufty jackets of mail, which feemed unfit 
for fervice s but there were fome perfcdly well 
armed. 

When the Frieflanders were ready to march, 
they took from their churches the croffes and 
banners, and divided themfelves into three bat- 
\ calions, each confiding of about ten thoufand 

men: they halted, on arriving at a pafs de- 
fended by a ditch, very near to where the Hain- 
auk army was to land, and faw plainly the 
. Hainaulters, Hollanders and Zealanders, for they 
wcTie ck)fe to the ihore, and preparing to difem- 
hdxk^ h wa§ on S^int Bartholomew's day, which 
this year fell on a Sunday, that duke Albert and 
hi$ army landed m Friefland. 

The 
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irhc Frîcflandcrs, noticing the movements of 
their enemies, fallicd forth, to die amount of about 
hx thousand, and mounted the dykes to fee if 
they could any way prevent their landing. Among 
die Frieflanders, there was a fort of mad woman 
drefled in blue cloth, who, quitting her country- 
ipen, rufhed forward towards the Hainaulters and 
Hollanders, making ready for battle. When (he 
had approached th^ army within bow- (hot, (he 
turned her back, and, railing up her petticoats and 
Ihift, fliewed her bare rump to all Who wilhed to 
fee it, bawling out fome words in her own Ian- 
guage, which meant, ' Take this for your wel- 
come.' Thofe on fliip-board, feeing the wicked- 
nefs of this woman, let fly fuch a fliower of arrows 
and bolts that her legs and thighs were larded with 
them ; for it fcemed a fhower of fnow, fo many 
were the arrows fhot at her. Several leaped into 
the water, and, purfuing this wretched woman 
with drawn fwords, foon overtook her, and cut 
her into a thoufand pieces. In the mean time, 
the debarkation was taking effeft ; and the Hain- 
aulters marched to the enemy, who received them 
courageoufly, with long pikes, and ftaves (hod 
with iron, and repolfcd them vigoroufly. The 
landing was ftrongly contefted, and numbers were 
Hilled and wounded ; but from the advantages of 
their bows and crofs-bows, and by their fuperior 
mode of fighting, the Hainaulters gained the 
dyke, and remained viftors on the field at this firft 
attacké 
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When they were all difcmbarked, they ranged 
thenxfelves along the dyke, each under his banner, 
and, when thus drawn up, their line extended 
more than half a league. The Frieflanders, on 
their lofs of the dyke, retreated to another pafs, 
where they had caft up the earth in their front, and 
the ditch was very deep : they amounted to about 
thirty thoufand, and, as they Wjcre at no great 
diftance, were plainly feen by th/ Hainaulters and 
their allies, from their pofition on the dyke. 
Each party remained on the ground : in the mean 
time, the whole army was landed, with their bag- 
gage, and fome tents were pitched, under which 
they repofed themfelvcs during the Sunday and 
Monday, obferving the Frieflanders, with whom 
on thefe two days there were many flcirmifties and 
deeds of arms. 

Both armies were ready prepared for battle on 
the Tuefday morning : and many new knights 
were made of the Hainaulters, Hollanders and 
Zealanders, when it was refolved to attack the 
enemy. They drew up in handfome array, 
placing their archers in front, 'intermixed with the 
ranks, and, \Yith trumpets founding, marched to 
pafs the ditch. The Frieflanders guarded them- 
felvcs from the arrows by means of the mound of 
earth thrown from the ditch, which was as high as 
their heads j but the Hollanders leaped into the 
ditch, and made bridges of their pikes and lances. 
The enemy defended themfelves valiantly, and 
gave fuci. "'^^^ b^ows on thofe who atte;i1pted to 

mount 
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mount the bank, that they drove them on their 
backs into the ditch. In ihort, fb many valorous 
deeds were done, it is impoflible to recount them 
all s but the Hainaulters and their allies^ were too 
ftrongly armed, and the Frieflanders could not 
otherwife hurt them than by knocking ' them 
down. 

The new knights acquitted themfelves honour- 
ably, but the enemy difplayed great courage : 
they are a lufty race, though very badly armed, 
and fome of them without fhoes or ftockings^ 
notwithftanding which, they made an obftinatc 
defence. During this fkirmifti, the lord de Ligne, 
the féncfchal of Hainault and the lord de Jumont, 
with other Hainault knights, following the courfc 
of the ditch, found a paiTage for their horfes, and 
fell on the rear of the Frieflanders, to their utter 
difmay. They quitted the defence of the ditch to 
repel this laft attack j but the Hainaulters charged 
them fo vigoroufly, that the enemy were broken 
and diiperfed, and the Hollanders and Zealanders 
crolTed the ditch and joined in the fray. The bat- 
tle was now very murderous ; and the Frieflanders 
gave deftruflive blows with the axes they had 
armed themfelves with, which ferved them to fell 
timber i but the great Frieflander, Yves Jouvere, 
loft his life. Not long after this, the Frieflanders 
yielded the field, and took to flight as faft as they 
could. The carnage in the purfuit was horrible, 
for none were fpared : the Hollanders, in particu- 
lar, killed all they could overtake : even fuch as 
had been made prifoners by the Englifli, French 
T3 and ' 
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and Haînaultcrs, they killed while in their 
hands. 

The lord William dc Cruembourg, and his twQ 
fons, John and Heniy, who had that morning 
been knighted, acquitted themfelves gallantly, and 
were the mod aftive in flaying the Frieflanders^ 
Ihcwing clearly they loved them not. To con- 
clude, the Fricflandcrs werç completely defcatecjj 
and the greater part killed : fome few were made 
prifoners, and about fifty carried to the Hague, 
where they remained a long time. 

The lord of Kuynder, who was the lord of the 
town where duke Albert had landed, had furren- 
deied himfelf to the duke on the Monday, and 
himfelf and two fons were in the battle againft the 
Fricflandcrs. They lived afterwards under the 
protcdion of dukc^ Albert and his fon count Wil- 
}iam. 

After this defeatj, the Hainaulters, Holla^jJers, 
^ealanders, French and Englifli quartered them- 
felves about Kuynder, and tookfeveral towns and 
çaftles J byt their captures were incopfiderable, 
for the Friç(lapders did them much harm by am- 
bufcadcs and fliirmiflies. If they made any pri- 
foners, they had no ranfpm to offer 5 ^d it was 
fcldom they would furrender, but fought until 
they were fl[ain, faying they preferred death and 
liber:y to i3e«og under the fubjeftion of anyi lord 
whatever. Their friends or relations never brought 
^ny ranfbms for thofe who were taken, but left 
them to die in pcifon. The Fricflanders offered 
çhçif prifoners in exchange, man for man i but^ 
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when their enemies had none to give in return, 
they put them to death. 

When the Hainault army had been in the coun- 
try about five weeks, and had deftroyed and burnt 
many towns and villages, of little value indeed, 
the weather began to be very cold and to fain al- 
moft daily: there were alfo great tempefts at fra, 
Duke Albert and his fon, in confequence, pro- 
pofed the return of the army to lower Friefland, 
whence they had come, and to march into Hol- 
land, the more comfortably to pafs the AVinter, 
which had fet in very hard. This was done ; and, 
on their arrival at Enchuyfen, the lords difmiiïed * 
their men, particularly the fïtangèrs, with whom 
they were well contented, and paid them their fiill 
pay, thanking them at the fame time for the fer- 
vices they had rendered. 

Thus was this great army difbanded, without 
having made any conqueft -, huu two year$ after, 
thefe noble princes, duke Albert and his fon count 
William, returned thither a fécond time, and 
made great conq^uefts by their excellent prowefs, 
which, if it pleafc God, fhall be fully recounted. 
But for the moment we will not fay more, and 
relate the magnificent marriage of the king of 
England with the princefs Ifabella of France, 
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CHAP. XL. 

THE CEREMONY OF TH» MARRIAGE OP THK 

KINO OF England with a princess of 

FRANCE.-^THE KINQ OF FRANCE DELIVERS 
HER TO THE KING OF ENGLAND, IN HIS TENT 
BETWEEN ARDRES AND CALAIS, 

'V'OU have before heard of the journey of the 
^ king of England to Calais, where he refidcd 
with his uncles, prelates ajad barons of his coun-^ 
cil, during which time he had held a conference 
with the duke of Burgundy refpedting the articles 
of peace. The king had returned to London to 
wait the meeting of his parliament at Michaelmas | 
but in the mean time great purveyances were 
made, for him and for his barons, and fcnt to 
Calais and Guines. The larger part were for- 
warded down the river Thames, but a good deal 
was coUefted in Flanders, at Damme, Bruges and 
Sluys, which were fent by fea to Calais, 

In like manner, great preparations were made 
for the king -of France, the duke of Orleans, their 
uncles, and the barons and prelates of France, at 
Saint Omer, Aire, Therouenhe, Ardres, 'a la 
Montoire, Lculinghen, and in all the monafteries 
and hôufes round about. No expence was Ipared 
on either fide s and the lords of each country were 
emulous to outlhine one another. In the abbey 

of 
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of Saint Bertin*, great W€re the preparations to 
receive the royal vifitors. 

The fcQkm of parliament, which ufually lafts 
forty days, and is held in the king's palace at 
Weftminfter, was now abridged, for the king at- 
tended it only five days: when the bufinefs of the 
nation, and what particularly interefted the king, 
and had caufed his return from Calais, was fetded, 
he and his two uncles of Lancafter and Glocefter, 
wd the members of his council, fct out from 
London, and crofled the fea to Calais. The duke 
of York and the earl of Derby did not attend the 
king, but remained behind to guard England in 
his abfence. 

Information was inftantly fent to the French lords 
in Picardy of the king of England's return to Ca- 
lais ; and the duke and duchefs of Burgundy came 
to Saint Omer, and fixed their refidence in the 
abbey of Saint Bertin. The king of France fent 
the count de Saint Pol to king Richard, as foon as 
he heard of his arrival at Calais, to . compliment 
him in his name, and to lay before him the orders 
which had been given for the ceremony of his 
marriage. The king of England eagerly liftened 
to this, for he took much pleafure in the bufinefs* 
The count de Saint Pol, on his return to Saint 
Omer, was accompanied by the duke of Lancafter^ 
his fon Beaufort of Lancafter, the duke of Glo- 
cefter, with his fon Humphrey, the earl of Rut- 
land, the earl marfhal, the earl of Huntingdon, 



♦ Saint Bertin,— an abbey in the city of Saint Omer. 
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chamberlain of England, and many other barons 
and knights, who were handfomely received by the 
duke and duchcfs of Burgundy. The duke of 
Brittany came thither alfo, having left the king 
of France and the young queen of England at 
Aire. 

You muft know that every honour and refpcdt 
that could be imagined were paid to the £ngli(h 
lords. The duchefs of Burgundy entertained them 
fplcndidly at dinner; at which was prefent the 
duchefs of Lancafter, with her fbn and two 
daughters. There was an immenfe variety of 
different diihôs and decorations on the tables^ and 
very, rich prefents made of gold and filver plate : 
nothing, in fliort, was fpared, fo that the Englifh 
were aftonilhed where fuch riches could come 
from,, and efpecially the duke of Gloccfter, who 
told his friends that the kingdom of France 
abounded in wealth and power. To foften the 
temper of the duke of Glocefter, whom the French 
lords knew to be proud, and their bitter enemy^ 
they paid him the moft flattering attentions. Not- 
withftanding this, apd the handfome prefents they 
offered, which he accepted, the fame rancour re- 
mained in his breaft, ând, in fpite of every thing 
the French could fay or do, whenever the fubjeâ: 
of peace was mentioned, his anfwers were as harfh 
and fevere as ever. The French are very fubde j 
but, with regard to him, they could never gain 
his afFedtions ; and his converfation was fo rcfervedj 
it wa^ not poflible to difcover his real fcntimcnts. 
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When the duke of Burgundy faw this, he faîd 
to his council,—^* We (hall never fucceed until we 
gain over this duke of Gloccftcr : as long as he 
lives, there will not be any folid peace with 
England, for he will ever find fomc caufc of quar-' 
rcl, and renew the hatred of the people of both 
countries : his whole thoughts are on this fubjeft ; 
and were it not for the amiable qualities of the 
king of England, which we hope may produce 
in time more favourable effefts, in good truth 
he Ihould never have our coufin as his wife.* 

After the duchefs of Burgundy, the countcls of 
Nevers, the countcfs of Saint Pol, and the lords 
and ladies of France, had, as you have heard, 
magnificently entertained the Englilh lords and 
ladies, (at which time it was determined when and 
where the two kings (hould meet, and the king of 
England receive his wife) the company took leave 
of each other, and the two dukes, with their 
dUcheflcs and children, returned with the other 
barons and knights to Calais, and related to 
king Richard how grandly they had been re- 
ceived, and the rich prefents that had been made 
them. 

Their praifes pleafed the king ; for he was de- 
lighted whenever he heard the king of France or 
the French well fpoken of, fo much was he already 
enamoured with them, on account of the king's 
daughter whom he was to marry. 

Shortly after this, the king of France, accom- 
panied by the duke of Brittany, cafne to Saint 
Omcr, and was lodged in the abbey of Saint 
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Bertin : all who had before occupied it were forced 
to diflodge. The dukes of Berry, Burgundy and 
Bourbon, having been ordered to confer with the 
king of England at Calais, fet out from Saint 
Omer, and, on their arrival at Calais, were re* 
ceived with every honour and kindnefs by the 
king and his lords. . They were entertained with 
iplendour; and the three dukes concluded certain 
treaties with the king of England and his uncles; 
Many in France and England thought a peace had 
been concluded, for at that time the duke of Glo* 
cefter was well inclined to it, in confideradon of 
the kind promifes of the king, who had engagedj 
if a peace were made, to create his fon Humphrey 
carl of {lochefter, and make the annual revenue 
of it equal to two thoufand pounds fterling, and to 
prefent the duke of Gloccfter with fifty thoufand 
nobles on his return to England. 

Thus, through his avaricious' dilpofition, was 
the duke of Glocefter foftened in his opinions rc- 
Ipefting a peace with France. It was fo vifible, that 
the French dukes obferved it, for they had never 
before found him fo tradable or modei;ate in his 
converfation. When the French lords, had con- 
cluded the bufincfs they had come upon, they 
took leave of the king, and returned to the king 
of France and the duke of Orleans at Saint Omer, 
who were impatient to hear the fuccefs of theiy 
journey. 

The king of France departed from Saint Omer, 
, and rcfidcd in the fort of Ardres : the duke of Bur- 
gundy went to la Montoire, the dyke of Brittany to 
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the town of Efqucj the duke of Berry to Tournc- 
hcm. The plain was covered with tents and pavi- 
lions full of French and Englifli. The king of 
England and the duke of Lancafter were lodge4 
in Guincs, and the duke of Glocefter at Hamme; 

On the vigil of the -feaft of Saint Simon and 
Saint Jude*, which fell on a Friday, in the year 
of grace 1396, the two kings left their lodgings 
on the point of ten o'clock, and, accompanied by 
their attendants, went to the tents that had relpec- 
tively been prepared for them. Thence they ad- 
vanced on foot to a certain fpot which had been 
fixed on for their meeting, and which was fur- 
rounded by four hundred French and as many 
Englifli knights brilliantly armed, with fwords in 
hand. Thefe eight hundred knights were fo drawn 
up, that the two kings paflcd between their ranks, 
conduced in the following order : the dukes of 
Lancafter and Glocefter fupported the king of 
France, as did the dukes of Berry and Burgundy 
(he king of England, and thus they advanced 
flowly through the ranks of the knights : when the 
two kings were on the point of meeting, the eig^t 
hundred knights fell on their knees and wept for joy. 
The two kings met bare headed, and, having fa- 
luted, took each other by the hand, when the king 
of France led the king of England to his tent, 
which was handfome and richly adorned: the 
four dukes took each other by the hand and fol- 



• The feaft of Saint Siuio^ and Saint Jude is on the 28th 
Oâober. 

lowed 



38é 

lowed them. The Englifli and French knigHt* 
remained at their poft, looking at their oppo-, 
ncnts with good humour, and never ftirrcd until 
the whole eeremony was over. 

The fpot where the two kings had met was 
marked, and a chapel in honour of the Virgin 
Mary was propofcd to be crefted on it, but I 
know not if it were ever put into execution. . On 
the entrance of the two kings holding each other 
by the hand into the tent, the dukes of Orleans 
and of Bourbon came forward and caft themfelvcs 
on their knees : the kings iftopped and made them 
rife. The fix dukes then affembled in front and 
converfed together : the kings pafled on, and had 
fome converfation, while the wine and fpices were 
preparing. The duke of Berry ferved the king of 
France with the comfit box, and the duke of Bur- 
gundy with the cup of wine. In like manner was 
the king of England ferved by the dukes of Lan- 
caftcr and Glocefter. After the kings had been 
ferved, the knights of France and England took the 
wine and fpices, and ferved the prelates, dukes, 
princes and counts; and, after them, fquircs and 
other officers of the houfchold did the fame to 
all within the tent, until every one had partaken of 
the fpices and wine ; during which time, the two 
kings freely converfed. , 

After a fhort fpace, the two monarchs took 
leave of each other, as did the different lords. 
The king of England and . his uncles retired to 
their tents, while the horfes were made ready : | 
they then mounted, and took the road towards 

Calais; 
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Calais ) the king to Guines^ the dukes of Laiv- 
cafter and Glocefter to Hamme^ and the others to 
their lodgings at Calais. 

' In like manner did the king of France return to 
Ardres, accompanied by the duke of Orleans ; the 
duke of Berry to Tournehem, and the duke of 
Burgupdy to la Montoirc ; for nothing more was 
done that day> although the tents and pavilions 
of the king of France and other lords were left 
ftanding. 

'At II o'clock of the Saturday-morning, the 
fcaft of St. Simon and St, Jude, the king of Eng- 
land, attended by his uncles and all the noblemen 
who had accompanied him from England, waited 
on the king of France in his tent. They were 
jjçceived by the king, his brother and uncles, with 
great pomp and the moft afFedlionate words. The 
• dinner-tables were there laid out : that for the 
kings was long and handfome, and the lid^-board 
covered with the moft magnificent plate. 

The two kings were feated by themfelves ; the 
the king of France at the top of the table, and the 
. king of England below him, but at^a good diftance 
from each other. They were fervcd by the dukes 
of Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon : the laft enter- 
tained the two monarchs with many gay remarks, 
to. make them hugh, and thofe about the table, 
' for he had much drollery, and, addreffing the king 
of England, faid, — ^ My lord king of England, 
you ought to make good cheer, for you have had 
all your wifties gratified. You have a wife, or 
fhall have one, for ftie will be fpeedily delivered 
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to you/ * Bourbonnois/ replied the king of Pnricé^ 
* we wîfti our daughter were as old as our coufin of 
Saint Pol, though we were to double her dower, 
for then (hç would love our fon of England much 
more/ 

The king of England heard well thefe words, and 
replied, bowing to the king of France (foi;he did 
not addrefs himfelf to the duke of Bourbon, fincc 
the king had compared his daughter with the 
countcfs of Saint Pol's), *Good father-in-law, the 
age of our wife pleafcs us right well: we pay not' 
fo much attention concerning her age, as we value 
your iove, and that of our fubjefts, for wc (hall 
now be fo ftrongly united that no king in Chriften'* 
dom can any way hurt us/ 

When dinner was over, which laftcd not long, 
the cloth was removed, the tables carried awlay, 
and wine and fpices brought. After this, the 
young queen of England entered the tent, attend- 
ed by a great number of ladies and damfels. The 
king led her by the hand, and gave her to the king 
of England, who inftantly after took his leave. 
The queen was placed in a very rich litter which 
had been prepared for her j but, of all the French 
ladies who were there, only the lady of Coucy 
went with her, for there were many of the prin- 
cipal ladies of England;^ fuch as ,the duchelTes of 
of Lancafter, York, Gloccfter, Ireland, the lady* 
of Namur, the lady Poinings, and others of the 
jpobility, who received queen Ifabella with great 
^oy. When the ladies were ready, the king of 
JEnglahd and his lords departed, and, riding at a 

good 
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and fais court returned to Saint Omer, ^wfacne he 
had left the queea and duchefs of Bui^gundf, MoA 
itaid there the Sunday and Monday IbUowiog. Oft 
tdie Tuefday, which was All-&ints-day, the king of 
England was married by the anchbifhop of Can- 
tierbury, in the church of Sc. Nichola3 at Calais, to 
the lady Uabella of Fiance. Great wene die feaft- 
ings on the occafion, and the hciialds mà nûciftrela 
max fo liberally paid they were i^fied* 

On die enfuiag Thiuiday^ due dukes of Orleana 
and Bourbon came to Calais, to Tifit the Jcipg and 
quoen >of England : they ftadd tlytt day, and on tbù 
bXloming went back to dinner at St. Omer, whfîre 
the kmg and queen of France watted ibr tbeim 
This fame morning, the king and queen of £ng* 
land, 4iaying heard an early mafs and draok ibme 
wine, embarked on board die yefTcb vrbkk hèâ 
been prepared £or them, with a fayourable aûd« 

They weighed anchor, fet their fails, and, ia 
lefs than three hours, landed at Dover. Thekis^ 
4kied at the cattle, and lay die next night at Ror- 
dke&eri palling through Dartford, he arrived at 
his palace of Eltham, where àit lords and ladiei 
took leave of the king and queen, and went to tbeir 
liomes* 

Fifteen days aftw, the queen made her entsry 
into London grandly attended by lords, ladies and 
dikiifds. She lay one night in the Tower, ftateJ 
«I the banks of the Thames, and «he next day was 
èondufbed in great pMnp, through the ftreets, «9 
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Wcftmi(iftcrj where the king was wairing in hSi 
psdace to receive her. This day, the Londoners. . 
made very rich prefents to the queen, which were" 
gracioufly accepted. During the time the court 
was at Weftminfter, a tournament was ordered to 
be held at Candlemas m Smitbfield, between fortjF 
knights and as many fquires ; and notices of it 
were given to the heralds, that they might publiib 
it beyond Tea, and as far as Scodand. 

When the king of France was returned to Paris 
after the marriage of his daughter> and his k>rds 
were gone to their refidences, there were great ru- 
mours of war. U was faid to have been iettledj 
that at the beginning of March, the king was to 
lead a large army into Lombardy to deitroy the duke 
of Milan ; and that the king was fo bent on this expe* 
ditionj he would not Men to any thing that was 
£ud againft it. The king of England was to, fend 
his father-in-law fix thoufand archers; and the 
duke of Brittany, who had been conftantly with 
the king, ofitred his fervices on the expedition^ 
with two thoufand Breton fpears. Purveyances 
were already making for the king arid lords in 
Dauphiny and in Savoy. 

When the duke of Brittany took leave of the 
king of France and his lords, to return . to his 
duchy, I believe the duke of Burgundy made fuch 
carncft interccffion with the king, and thofe imme- 
diately concerned, that the duke of Brittany. car- 
ried with him his coufin fir Peter de Craon, who 
was confined a prifoner at his own chs^gesj ia thç . 
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tower of the Louvre, for the debt he had been 
fentenced to pay of one hundred thoufand francs to 
the queen of Jerufalcm. I imagine he engaged 
to pay the queen thé above fum by inftalmcnts i 
but I will, for. the prefent, leave fpeaking of thefe 
txiatters, and return to what was pa0ing in 
Turkey. 



CHAP. XLI. 

THE CHRISTIANS ARB FORCED TO RAISE THE 
SIEGE OF NICOPOLI, BV THE ARRIVAL OF BA- 

JA2BT IN TURKEY. THEY ARE DEFEATED, 

AND THE HUNGARIANS PUT TO FLIGHT, 
THROUGH THE PRESUMPTUOUS FOLLY OF THE 
FRENCH. 

ÎLT'OU have before read in our hiftory how the 
^ king of Hungary, and the lords from France 
who had gone to Hungary in fearch of deeds of 
arms, had valiandy eroded the Danube, and en«» 
tered Turkey; where during the fummcr, from 
the month of July, they had conquered a large 
tra£t of country, having mercifully fpared the 
inhabitants and many towns and caftles, for none 
could withftand their power- They had beficged 
the city of Nicopoli, and fo hardly prcflcd it by 
their attecks, that it was on the point of fur- 
U 2 ' render- 



fcndierbg, wiAout hearing any intelligence 
Bajazet. 

The king of Hungary haà even* addreflêd the 
French lords>. fuch as the count de Nevers, the 
count d'Eu^ the count de la Marche;, the count 
de St)iflbns, fhc lord de Coucy, and the barons 
and knights of Burgundy, faying,—* My feir 
firs, thanks to God, we have made a fuccefsful 
campaign -, for we Ixtire perfermed many brilliant 
deeds of arms,, and have conquered Turkey. I 
look on the town of Nicopoli as our own, for it is 
&} undermined it can hold out no longer than we 
pleafe. I therefore would propofe, that after wc 
fliall have gained and ihewn mercy to this town,, 
we attempt nothing more this feaf6n> but rccrofs- 
the Danube^ and return to Hungary, where I 
have many haodfome towns and caftles prepared 
to receive y^ou, firice you^have fb galTantly ailiftecF 
me againft the Tufks, my bitter enemies. During 
the winter, we will provide ftorcs for the «nfuing 
fummer, each, according to his pleafure> and (OnS 
information of our fituatbn^ and what we have 
done, to the king of France^ who,, before thatz 
tinie,^ will fend us large rebforcement^ ^ and C 
hppe^^ when he fhall know the luccefs we have had^ 
he may be inclined to come hither in perfon„ !bi 
he is young and fond of arms. But whether he 
come or not, if it pleafe God, we will next furti- 
mer crofs the Hellefpont, regain Armenia, and 
thence march to Syria, with the towns of Jafia and 
Baruth^ and conquer Jerufabm and the Holy Land» 



^(ndd the fuit» oppofe us^ we will offnr li^^lli 
^attkj and never return wkhoiot having comliaied 

Such was the fpeecK of t^e king of Hungary 
Ithe French lords: they eon&dered Nic<>poU a$ 
won, but it fell out otherwifc* 

During the whole Tununer, B^^a^t -had been 
buiily employed in railing an army ef faracffos aad 
infidels : he had even £ent to Perfia for fuccour, 
and the great lords of his reli^on bad jpkifd him 
aigainfi: Chriftendom. They had croffisd^ tjbA Hci^ 
Je4>ootto the amount of two hundred ^boMltnd^ 
bm the Chriftians were not only igoii^raM qf theb* 
fuimbers^ bot of their approach ^ aod^ tfttqr adr 
vaoced £9 lecretly^ they were dc^ to >^Qp^ 1»^ 
lore the befiegers jûew of thek >i¥Îng bcgua 
«bar mardu Bs^et was as well syr^vwited vidk 
^ftiat^eitts of war as moft^ and of grfiati valour 
enfieri^ife. He eonfiderçd micurel^ the 
power of the Chriftians, and faid they wm a 
ttaliai^race« 

, Baiazet oa^rcbed to raife the fiege of NicopoE 
in ^ fottowii^ «rder. His army was drawn up 
ja the form .4^ a harrow^ and occupied abopt a 
league of ground^. In &ont of ihis mai» body^ and ^ 
^ league ia advaacci were erg^t thoufand Turks» 
»m$fk the body^ the army» which was divided 
inta two wing?« B^aet was in the midft of bis 
a&ain tn^iy» wba tbas quiedy advanced, with their 
van-guacd of d^ht tt^ufagd in front: they were 
tbm oïdcred» «0 m^ m appearance as if diey 
were the wholp ^myj^iK. wbenevcr they met 
Uj the 
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éït Chriftîans, they Were to fall back gently to- 
wards the main body, which was then to extend 
itfeJf as much as poffiblc, and endeavour to en* 
clofc the Chriftians, whom they fljould then con- 
quer at pleafure. Such was the order of battle of 
Bajazet. 

It happened, that on the Monday preceding Mir 
chaelmas-day, in the year 1396, about ten o'clock, 
•as the king of Hungary and the lords, who were 
lying before Nicopoli, were feated at dinner, news 
was brought them that their enemies, the Turks, 
were near at hand; but, as I heard, the fcouts 
did not inform them of the whole truth : they had 
not noticed the main body of the Turks, for the 
moment they faw the van-guard, they dared not 
advance farther, as they were not men at arms fear«» 
lefs of fuch an enterprife. The Hunjgiritns and 
French had each fcouts of their own, and both 
parties arrived nearly at the fame time with this ixw 
teliigpence. 

The greater part of the army were at £nner 
when the news was carried to the coimt dç Nevers 
and the other French lords, the meilenger bawling 
out, ^ Come ! quickly arm yourfehres, that you 
be not furprifed, for the Turks arc on full march 
to meet you/ This information was agreeable to 
many who were defirous of arms: they inftandy 
arofe,^ puAied the tables afide, and demanded their 
horfes and armour. They were ibmewhat heated 
with wine, and haftened to the field as well as they 
could. Banners and pennons were difplayed, under 
which every, one ranged himfelf in his proper poft. 

The 
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T3ie banner of the Virgin Mary -wis uhfbrkd, aftdf- 
the guard of it given to that valiant knight fir 
John de Vienne, admiral of France. The French 
were fo eager to arm thcmfclves that they were^ 
the firft in the field, drawn up in handfome array, - 
and feemingly fearlefs of the Turks ; for they were 
ignorant of their . inuiien£e iiumbecs» and that Ba** 
jazet commanded in perfon. 

As the French lords were àattening ftçm their 
tents to the field, the «arfiial of .the kingof Hun*- 
gary, named fir Henry d'OftenlednhaUe mounted 
on a handTotBC courier, came to them with few at«* 
tendants. He was a vaKant and*expericnced knight, 
and had borne before him a pennon of his arms, 
which were a crofs aachofed fable on a field ar-^ 
gent, which in heraldry is calkd cpois moline. He 
ftopped, when oppofi^ the banner of our. Lady, 
where the principal lords were afiembkd, and faid 
aloudi— * I am fent hither by my lord, the king of 
Hungry, who entreats you by me, that you iinll 
not begin the batde before you fhall again hear 
fipom him; for he much fufpeéts and fears that the 
fcoiits have not brought exaâ intelligence of the 
ftumbers of the Turks. Within two hours you 
iliall have more certain intelligence, for we have 
font other fcoufô, who will advance farther than the 
former ones, and bring us better informadon. Be 
aflured the Turks will never attack you, unleis you 
force them to it, or until they have ^Ikâed all 
their forces together. You wijl aâ: 93 you foall think 
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hi^s Bm' fuéfc m my tord ûi^ kbg^s ottkrs. t 
rfttift flo^ wfofiiy for I caimotr longer ffay/ 

Oh %ing thiss the Hungarian marfhal kfc them^ 
ahd the lorck aflfembkd together tD ccMjfider what 
was tt^be done. The lord de Coucy was alked his 
opinion^ and replkd^ that the king of Hungar7 
had a right to order them, and that what he had 
requefted was perfeftly nifkr It was niendoned to 
xinie thit 0ie count é*Ëu, conftable of France, was 
vexed thtt his o^nlon had not been ârft afkcd be^ 
^Tt thtt lord ds Coucy 's, and, through fpinerad 
mdiMy kiftttntty^ oppofed what he had faid, add^ 
iogi ^ Yes, yts, âie idng of Hungary wiflies ta 
gain ali the honour of the day : Jie has given » 
the van gutird;^ and now wants to take k awayy thtf 
he may have the firil btow: kttdiofe who will 
UeVt ikrhat he fenck to us^ foi^ say parr i iiever wttktT' 
theii siddreSing the knight who lx>rehis baiiadr> 'lit 
ûidj * In the name of Goo and SainrGeot^, you 
AdH fee mt this day prove nfiy&if a good kn^^* 
The lord de Coucy thought this a very vain^eck 
of the conftaMe, and, twrnrng CO fir John de Vieme^ 
who had the banner of our Lady uixkr his guan^ 
âml by whom aH the others were to faily, aflud 
what ou^t to^ bt done. ^ Lord dc Coucy,** he 
i^plied^ ^ when truth and restfon. are nor heait^ 
folly and pfèlUmptidh inu(t reign j ân4 Ibm this 
count d*Eu is determined <3o tgbt Ae enetriy, w« 
Aiuft fq^bw him ; but w^ fhould have grOMV 
advantage, if we waited the king of Huiigary'>s 
orders, and were all United/ 
While they thus converftd, the infidels were 

faft 
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faft approaclûng : the two wing$ q{ their army^ 
vftiich confifted of fixty thoufand men each^ were 
ah^ady cloûng round them* The Chrillians> ob- 
fcrving this^ would have retreated, but thatwas^im* 
poflible, as they were completely furrounded. 
Many knights and fquires, who had been ufed 
to arms, now knew the day mull be loft : not- 
withftanding which, they advanced, following the 
banner of our Lady, that was borne by that gal- 
kilt knight fir John de Vienne. 

Tht lords of France were fo richly dreflbd out> 
in their emblazoned furcoats^ as to look like little^ 
kings s but, a& I was told, when they met the 
Turk5> they were not more than feven hundred^ 
which fuiEciently fhewed the folly of the meafure ^ 
fer, had they waited for tlie Hungarian army, con- 
lifting of fixty thoufand men, they might, per- 
hâp&y h*ve gained a viâory, but, to tKeir pride 
and prefumption, was the whole lofs owing ; and 
ic was great) dut never fince the defeat at Ron- 
cefvalles, wh«re the twely* peers of France were 
Ikin, dkl the French fufFer fb confiderably. How- 
ever, before they were overcome, they made great 
flaughter of the Turks ; though fe\'eral knight) 
and iquires ùlw they were marching to deftruâion, 
&rough their own folly. 

The French defeated the van battalion, and put 
it to flight, purfuing it into 4 valley where Ba- 
jazct was pofted with the main army. Thf French 
Weuld have returned, as they were mounted on 
bardcd horfes^ but covid not, for they were now 
iwlofed OA aU fides. The batde, therefore, raged 

with 



wth fuiy, and. laftcd a confidcrablc rime. News 
was carried to the king of Hungary, that die 
Fxcnchj Englifh. and Germans were engaged with 
the Turks, not having obeyed his orders fent 
them by the marfhal. He was very wroth on 
hearing it, as indeed he had rtafon to be, and 
ibrefaw they would dl be cut off. He faid to 
the grand mafter of Rhodes, who was befide him, 
* We (hall lofe the day, from the vanity of the 
French : if they had believed me, and wdted for 
^ur joining, we ftiould have had fulficient ftrength ' 
to cope with the enemy/ 

, As he thus fpoke, looking behind him, he per^ 
teived that his men were flymg-panic-ftruck, and 
die Turks purfuing them. He then faw the day 
was irrecoverably loft, and thofe near his perfon 
cried out, — ^ Sire, favc yourfelf 1 for, fhould you 
be killed or taken, Hungary will be completely 
ruined. We muft be defeated through French 
pride ; and their valour will prôve in vain, for 
every one of them wtU be taken or flain : not one 
can poffibly efcape. Fly, therefore, from the dan- 
ger, before it be too late/ 

The king of Hungary was in the utmoft rage 
to be' thus defeated through the arrogance of the 
French, and obliged to fly, if he would avoid 
captivity or death. It was a moft unfortunate day 
for the Hungarians and French 5 whoever runs away 
from battle is purfued, and, as the Hungarians 
iflcd in the greateft confufion, the Turks followed^ 
killing them or making prifoners atpleafure. God, 
however^ affifted the king of Hungary and ^ 

grand 
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grand mafter 6f Rhodes i for, on their arrinl on 
the banics of che Danube» they found a fmall veflel 
belonging to the grand mafter» into which they 
entered^ with only five more» and crofled to the 
oppofite (hore. Had they delayed, they muft have 
been killed or taken ; for the Turks came €o the 
river as they were pafTing it, and made a great 
daughter of thofe who had followed the king 
thinking to cfcape. 

We will return to the French and Genflansi 
who were fighdng mod valiandy. The lord de 
Montcaurel, a gallant knight from Artois» feeing / 
the defeat inevitable, and wifhing to fave his ion, 
who was very young, faid to his fquire, — * Carry off 
my fon : thou mayeft efcape by that wing which is 
open : fave my fon, and I will abide the event with 
my companions/ The youth, on hearing his fit- 
ther thus fpeak, declared he would not go nor 
leave him in fuch danger ; but the father forced 
him away, and the fquire brought him fafely to 
the 'Danube : the youth, who was very melan- 
choly at the fituation of his father, was unfortu* 
nately drowned by falling between two barges, 
without a poflibility of being faved. Sir William 
de la Trimouille and his fon difplayed great feats 
of valour before they were flain. Sir John de 
Vienne, who bore the banner of our Lady, in 
Ipite of his deeds of arms, was killed grafping the 
banner in his hands, and thus was he found after 
the battle. The whole of the French force that 
had been engaged at this batde of Nicopoli were 
defeatied and flain, by the means I have related. 

The 
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. The lord John of Burgundy^ coun^ pf Ncvcn^ 
was wondrou& richly arrayed^ as were the lord Girf 
de la Riviere^ and ftiany barons and knig^ from 
Burgundy in compliment to him. Two fi^uîres 
Srorn Picardy> William d'Eu and die borgne de 
Montquelj who had difplayed their courage ia 
many former battles^ did the fame at NicopolL 
Thefe two £quircs, by their vigorous courage, 
twice forced through the Turkifh army, and re- 
turned to the fights but were at length flain. To 
6y the truth, the whole «f the FrexKh chivalry 
and ^ofe from other countries acquitted them- 
felves moit gallantly ; and, had they been affiiled 
hy the Hungarians with equal 'courage, the day 
would have turned out differendy. But the whole 
of the mifchief was caufed by the French, and 
their prefumption was their ruin. There waa ^ 
knight from Picardy, called fir James de HeOy, 
who had refided fome time in Turkey, and had 
ferved in arms under Amurat, father of the fultu 
Bajazet, of whom we are now ipeaking, and who 
knew a little of the Turkifli language* When he 
law the day was bft> he thought of faving his 
life i and, as he knew the Saracens to be a covet- 
ous race, he furrendered himfelf to them, an their 
granting him his life. Thus did he efcape^ aod 
alfo anothei; Iquire from the Tournaifis, calkd 
James du Fay, who had formerly ferved Tamer- 
lane king of Tartary -, but when he learnt that the 
French were marching to Turkey^ he quitted T^ 
merlane, and joined his countrymen* He w«8 ac 
dûs battle, and faved by T9JfiçrïfUfC*$ xr^n^ who 

had 



sot 



lad been ofdered thkher » compfiance ivtA àm 
lequeft made to him for afliftance by lajazet. 
Taracilane had fent Wm a confidcraMc body of 
men, as Saracen and Pagan kings always do to the 
add of each other* 



YUl TimiCS^ APTBA THE 6ATTLS OT «COfOU 
TITT TO DEATH AU. THE» PJaSO»£RS» EXJCSPSP 
ITHI^ <!OVNT DB «EVBK8 AHD SOME OTHCII 

' €«r£AT XOilDS. 

A T this batde ef Nicopoli> which W1KS fi> &tat 



• * to the French, very many were SsL^cd, fiom 
tiie extreme richness of their armour : they were 
lirefled Kke kings ; and the Saracens said Turks» 
who ore evariciom^ thought, by iaviag thàr 
iireSy tàey (hould gain large ranfoms; for they 
believed them much ^aeer lords^ from their apr 
pearance, Aaen they really ^rt^ 

The count de Nerers was made prifoner, at 
«ere the counts <1*E« and de ht Marche, the lord 
de Cotrcy, the lord Henry de Bar, fu* Guy de it. 
Trimoirille, Boucicaut and others. The lotd 
Phaip dc Bxr, fiJ* John de Vienne, fu- William de 
la TrtmouiHe and his fbn were kiUed Thit 
tetde fafted for three houi9 ^ and the kiog^of liun- 
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gary loft hh whole bs^ggagCi his gold and Cûrir 
plate, jewels, and every thing , elfe. He had 
cfçaped by fortunately finding aveflel from Rhodes 
on the Danube, that had brought provifions, in 
which he had croITed the river with fix others r 
had he not done fo, he mud have been flain or 
taken. There were more killed in the purfuit 
than in the batde, and numbers were drowned. 
Happy was he who could cfcape from fuch danger 
by any means. 

When the bufiiiels was over, and the Turks, 
Perfians and others fent thither by different infidel 
kings, had retired to their lodgings, (that is to 
&y, to the tents and pavilions they had conquered 
from the. Chriftians, in which they found winesj 
meats and every other neceflary) they enjoyed 
themfelvcs, and made merry, like men who have 
gained a viftory over their enemies. 
. Bajazet difmounted, at the found of many 
minftrels, according to their cuftom, at the prin* 
cipal tent that had belonged to the king of Hun-* 
gary, which was very large, and richly adorned. 
Bajazet took pleafure in viewing it, and glorified 
himfclf internally for the viftory he had obcsdned 
over the Chriftians, and thanked his God for itj 
according to the manner of their religion. When 
he was difarmed, to cool and refrefli himfeli^ he 
•fat on a filken carpet in the middle of the tent, and 
fent for his principal friends, to chat and joke with 
them. He began the converfadon, by iayii^ he 
would now march a great force into Hungary, t9 
conquer ^at cpuntry wd the rcft-ot Chriftendoo^ 

which 
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whidi he would put under lut obedience^ but that 
each kingdom might follow its own religion and 
laws» owning him for their lord: that he would 
reign like Alexander of Macedon, who for twelve 
years governed the whole world, as he was de- . 
îcended from his blood. 

All aflènted to what Bajazet faid, and agreed to 
his propofal. He gave out three orders: the 
firit, that every one who had made prifoners fhould 
produce them before him the next day -, the fc- 
condj that the dead fhould be carefully examined^ 
and the nobles and great lords be fet apart, and 
left untouched until he had feen them ; the thirds 
that exaA inquiries {hould be made among the (lain 
and prifoners after the king of Hungary, that he 
inight know whether he was dead or alive. Theie 
orders were fulfilled, for none dared difobcy 
them. 

When Bajazet had refreflied himfelf, and chang- 
ed Jiis drefs, he rcfolvcd to vifit the dead on thê 
field of batdc ; for be had been told the vidtory 
had coft him dear, and that he had loft great lium^ 
bers of men. He was much furprifed to hear 
this, and would not believe it. He mounted his 
horfe, attended by his vizier, nobles and balhaws : 
fomc faid his principal officers were his brother*, 
whom he would not acknowledge as fuch, dc^; 
daring he had no brothers. On his coming to 
the field of batde, he found what had been told 
him was true ; for where one Chriftian lay dead 
there werç thirty of rfifir enemies. The fight 
vexed him much^ and he faid 9lou(|^--i-^ Thijs. hai 

been 



bcfîia cnid btttte fer péofjfit < tfie<!1ir^ftltt» 
hare dtefendté Actnfclves delpcratdy j Initi wîH 
have this flaughtcr well revenged <m Aofe ttho m 
prîfoners/ 

* Hc now left the field and rcttimed to W* ttmt, 
comforting himfclf for the -loft he had fuffereâ bf 
the viftory and defeat of the Chriftians 5 b«, «et- 
WTdiftanding*this, he paffcd the ni^t ifl gfViatluff* 
On the morrow, before he was riicn or had 
himfelf, great numbers came before hw teftC, t& 
kam his wiU refpcôing the prifoners ; for it had 
been rumoured that he intended having them sdl 
put to. death withoiît mercy. Baja«et, howevefi 
m fpite of his rage againft the Chriftians, htKl givn 
orders that all the principal lords who had been 
made prifoners fliould be feparated from theothers^ 
for he had been told they would pay him large 
ranfoms, and on that account he was inclined M 
foare them. He had alfo learnt that many of the 
Tartars, Arabs, Bedouins and Syrians, had Made 
prifoners, from whom they cxpe&od to gain kige 
fortunes, as indeed they did, by coneei^inj^ their 
prifoners from Bajazet. Sir James dc HeBy> 
whom I mentioned before, was, luckily for kim, 
brought this Tuefday morning before Ac tent ef 
the (iikan, with many other prifoners, -for hc ulie 
had taken him was afraid of keepîng him hid. Afi 
they were waiting the coming of figatet, iomeof 
Ac knights of his houfthold. Handing romd Ac 
tent, recoUefted fir James, and ddivefed Mm 6mi 
the hands of thole who had taken him. He ffr- 
txnuncd with the attendant3.-af the iWtanj whohid 
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been formerly acquainted with him 4 and fbrtui^tc 
it was for him, as you will hear related, for to die 
greater part of the Chriftians it was a difaftrous 
day. 

Before Bajazet appeared, inquiries had been 
made who were the greatcft lords among the pri- 
foners, and his interpreters had been very ftridt in 
their examinations, putting fuch afide not to be 
killed. The firft was John of Burgundy com- 
mander in chief, then the count d'Eu, the count 
de la Marche, the lord de Coucy, lord Henry de 
Bar, fir Guy de la Trimouille, and two more> 
amounting in all to eight. Bajazet would fee and 
talk with them. He eyed them long in filence^ 
and thefe lords were conjured on their faith to 
avow if they were the perfons who had been fo 
named. He alfo refolved to fend for fir James 
de Helly, that he might affure him of the truth. 
On his coming, he was remembered by the fultan^ 
tvhom he had ferved, and was now pcrfcdlly fe- 
cure from danger. He was afkcd if he knew thofe 
French lords who were prifoners at the bottom of ' 
the tent. * I cannot fay,' he replied ; ^ but, if 
I faw their faces, I Ihould know them all.' He 
.was then ordered to go near and examine them, 
and report truly their names to the fultan, for 
that his determination would be according to what 
he fhould fay. He went near the prifoners, and, 
bowing to them, knew them all. He told them 
his fortunate efcape, and that he had been fent by 
the fultan to fee if they were the perfons anfwer- 
ing to the names tl^y had given themfelves* 

You. XI. ' Ah, 

r 



* Ah, fir Jantes/ faîd they, • yôH arc well ac*- 
qtiainted with us all: you fee how fortune hâa 
turned againft ust and t^rhat great danger we are ih 
when we depend on the mercy of this fultan. If 
It may any how fave our lives, tell him we are of 
even greater rank than we have faid, and able Co 
J>ay him large fums for our ranfoms/ • My 
lords,' replied fir James, ^ this I will moft cheer*-- 
fully do, for it is my duty.' 

The knight then returned to Bajazet, and fai<^ 

* thofe lords who are prifoncrjs, and with whom 
he had been talking, are of the noblefl: blood ik 
t'rance, nearly related to the king, and willing to 
pay for their liberty a great ium of money/ Thil 
ianfwer was very agreeable to the fultan, wha 
^ould not lifl:en to more, but. faid, * Let thofe 
alone be fpared, and all the other prifoners puf n 
death, to free the country from them, and that 
others may take example from their fate.* - 

The fultan no^ made his appearance to kit 
people before die tent, who, bowing down, made 
him their obeifance. The army was drawn up in 
two wings on each fide ; the fultan with his no- 
bles, thé count de Nevers and thofe who were 
to be fpared, were in the center; for he would 
they fliould witnefs the. execution of their com»- 
panions, which the Saracens were eager to per- 
form. Many excellent knights and fquires cf 
France and other nations, who had been taken ift 
battle or in the purfuit, were now brought forth in 
their Ihirts, one after another, before Bajazet^ 
who eyeing diem a Ktde, jhey iw^eft led on i and. 
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as he made a fignal, were inftantly cut to pieces 
by thofc waiting for them with drawn fwords.: 
Such was the cruel juftice of Bajazet this day^^ 
when upwards of three hundred gentlemen of 
different nations were thus pitilefsly murdered* 
Ix was a cruel cafe for them to fuffcr for the love 
of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and may he receive 
their fouls ! 

Among the murdered of that day was the gal- 
lant knight fir Henry d'Antoing : may God Ihew 
gracious mercy to his foul ! The lord Bouci-* 
caut, marfhal of France, was led naked, like the 
others, before Bajazet, and would have fuffcred' 
die fame cruel death, had not the count de Nevers 
left his companions, who were modonlefs at the 
fad fight, and flung himfelf on his knees to the 
fultan, entreating him to fpare tjie lord Bpuci- 
caut, who was much beloved by the king of 
France, and well able to pay a confidcrable ran- 
fom i and the count made figns, as paying from 
one hand to the other, that he would give a large' 
fum of money, to foften the anger of the ful- 
tan. Bajazet confented to the rcqueft of the 
count de Nevers, and the lord Boucicaut was 
put afide with thofe who were not to be killed. 
Others were brought forward, until the number 
I have mentioned was completed; fuch was the 
cruel revenge the infidels had on the Chrif- 
tians. 

It feems, according to what I heard, that Baja*- 
zct took delight that the viAory he had gained 
over the Chriftians^ an4 the capture of the count 
X 2 de 
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de Nevcrs, (hould be known in France, and car- 
ried thidicr by a French knight. Three knights, 
of whom fir James de Helly was one, were 
brought before Bajazet and the count dc l^evers, 
who was afkcd which of the three he wifhed (hould 
go tb the king of France and to his father the duke 
of Burgundy, Sir James de Helly had the good 
fortune to be made choice of, bccaufe the count 
,de Nevers was before acquainted with him : he 
therefore faid to the fultan, — * Sir, I wifli that this 
perfon may go to France from you and from mc* 
This was accepted by Bajazet, ^nd fir James de 
ïielly remained with him and the other French 
lords ; but the two unfuccefsful knights were de- 
livered over to the foldiery, who maflacrcd them 
without pity. 

After all thefe things were done, every thing 
was quiet. Bajazet, having learnt that the king 
of Hungary was efcaped, refolved to march more 
into, the interior of Turkey towards the city of 
Burfa, whither he would carry his prifoners, for 
he had done enough this campaign. He therefore 
difbanded his army, more efpecially that part of 
it which had come from diftant countries. Thus 
was It done, and the army broke up, which had 
been compofed of men from Tartary, Pcrfia, Me- 
dia, Syria, Alexandria and Egypt, and from other 
diftant countries of infidels. 

Bajazet gave particular orders to fir James de 
Helly, that when he went to France, he (hould 
take his road through Lombardy, and falute from 
him the duke of Milan ; and it was the fultan's 
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intention that fir James fhould publifti wherever 
he paflcd the great viAory he had gained over the 
Chriftians. The count de Nevers wrote by him, 
as well for himfelf as for his fellow-prifoncrs, to 
the king of France, and to the duke and ducheft 
of Burgundy. On receiving thefe letters and other 
verbal meffages, the knight departed from the 
fultan and the lords of France j but, before he fet 
out, Bajazet made himi promife, on oath, that as 
foon as he fhould have performed the journey, 
and delivered all he had been charged with to the 
king of France and the other lords, he would re- 
turn, which the knight fworc he would do, and 
kept his oath. 

We will now leave Bajazet, and the French 
lords who remained prifoners during his pleafure^ 
jfld fpcak pf other things. 



CHAP^ 



CHAP. XLIII. 

.THE FRENCH AND OTHERS WHO HAD BEEN IM 
TURKEY SUFFER GRBAT HARDSHIPS ON THEIR 
RETURN HOME, AFTER HAVING ESCAPED FROM 

THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI, SIR JAMBS DE 

HELLY BRINGS CERTAIN INTELLIGENCE O? 
THIS DEFEAT TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

A FTER this memorable vidlory which the 
Turks and their allies gained over the Chrif- 
tians, as has been related in this hiftory, fuch 
knights as could efc^pe faved themfelves. On the 
Monday morning, the day of the batde, more 
than three hundred knights and fquires> being out 
foraging, were not prefent at it. When they heard 
from the runaways that a defeat was inevitable, 
they gave over all thoughts of returning to their 
camp, but took different roads to make their cf- 
çape from Turkey as Ipeedily as they could^ 
French, Germans, and others, made for a coun- 
try adjoining to Hungary, called Wallachia, which 
is well inhabited, and had been conquered from the 
Turks, and turned by force to the Chriftian faith. 

The guards of the pafTes and caftles in Wal- 
lachia, allowed the Chriftians who came from 
Turkey free entrance, aqd gave them lodging j 
but, on the morrow, when they were about to 
depart, they took from the knights their armour 
and all they had, ^nd gave them in return a mi- 
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ferabk jacket, and fome litde money, juft enough 
to bear the day's expenfes. This favour was only 
fhcwn to gentlemen ; for thofe who were not of 
that rank were ftripped naked, and fcourged viU 
Janoufly with rods. The French and their com^* 
panions fuffered moft exceedingly in poverty an4 
diftrcfs, during their paflage throfcgh Wallachi* 
and Hungary ; an4 with difficulty could they meet 
with any, who, for the love gf God, would give % 
morfel of bread, or Ipdge them for the night. 

They endured this mifery unti} they came tQ 
Vienna in Auftria, where they wcrp kindly re- 
ceived by the good people, who clofhed ftfch a^ 
were naked, and fliared with thcrn their food, 
They were treated with the fame kindnefs in Bq^» 
Ijemia: had they found the Germans as hardf 
hearted ^ the Hungarians, thçy y^ould never 
have been able to have returned hoipp^ but muft 
have perilhed ^ith cold and hunger on the road. 

Thus, wherever they came, whether alone or 'm 
companies, they brought moft melancholy news, 
which excited pity fof them in every brcaft thjtt 
heard their fad tale. 

Thofc of the French nafion, who had fted fron; 
Turkey, arrived at laft at Paris, and told the me- 
lancholy event of the battle at Nicopoli s but they 
were not believed nor liftened to \ the Parifians. 
faid it was a pity that fuch rafcally liars were not 
hanged or drowned, for daily fprçadîng abroad Iq 
many falfehoods. This news was, howievçr, con-i 
firmed by others who arrived after theip, and tol4 
the fame tale, fome one way, and others diffe-? 
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rcntly, but -all agreeing as to the complete over* 
throw of the Hungarians and their allies. 

The king of France was very much vexed on 
hearing fuch melancholy news talked of, for there 
were too many of his relations implicated in the 
lofs, befides other excellent knights and fquires of 
France. He therefore forbade any thing to be faid 
on the fubjeft, until he (hould receive more po- 
fitive information, to confirm the truth or falfehood 
of thefc reports ; and thofe who had divulged fuch 
news, faying they were come from Turkey and 
Hungary, were arretted, and confined in the Cha- 
telet of Paris. They confifted of great numbers, 
and were told, that if what they had faid fhould be 
found falfe, orders had been given for all of them 
tt) be drowned ; for the king was very wroth they 
Ihould have publifhed fuch difaftrous news. 

It happened that, on Chriftmas-day about noon, 
fir James dc Helly arrived in Paris, and the mo- 
ment he had difmounted at his inn, he inquired 
where the king was. They told him at the hôtel 
de Saint Pol, on the banks of the Seine, whither 
he went. There was with the king this day, as is 
ufual on fuch folemn feftivals, the duke of Or- 
leans, the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, and Bour- 
bon, the count de Saint Pol, and many of the no- 
bility. Sir James de Helly entered the hôtel in 
the fame drefs he had rode in, booted and fpurred, 
fo that he was not known ; for he had, for a long 
time, been feeking adventures in foreign parts, in 
preference to living with his relations and friends. 
9y fair fpeecHes he got at laft to the kind's apart- - 
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rocnt, and made himfelf known, faying he was 
come immediately from Bajazet and Turkey, 
and that he had been prefent at the battle of 
Nicopoli where the Chriftians had loft the day ; 
and that he had brought certain intelligence from 
the count de Nevers, and from the other French 
lords with whom he had marched through Hun^ 
gary. The knights of the kit)g'§ chamber were 
pleafed to hear this j for diey knew the king, the 
duke of Burgundy, and many lords, were very 
anxious to learn true intelligence from thofc coun-* 
tries. They therefore made way for him to ap- 
proach the king : when near, he fell on his knees, 
as was right, and told all he had been charged with, 
as well by Bajazet, as by the count de Ncvers-and 
the French lords his fellow-prifoners. The king 
and lords liftened attendvcly to all he (aid, for 
they believed he was fpeaking the truth. Many 
queftions were afkcd, in order to hear a more de- 
tailed account, to all of which he anfwered very 
pertinently, and to the fatisfaftion of the king^ 
who was greatly afFeded at the lofs the king of 
Hungary and his chivalry had fuffered. He was 
fomewhat comforted that the king of Hungary had 
efcaped death and prifon ; for he fuppofcd that he 
would renew the war againft Turkey with Vigour, . 
pLTid have ample revenge on Bajazet. 

The king of France and his lords were rejoiced 
that the count de Nevers and his few companions 
were free from danger of being murdered 5 and, 
as they were now prifoners, the lords- debated on 

the 
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the means of paying their ranfom. Sir James de 
Helly faid that he hoped Bajazet would, withii> 
a year or two, fell them their liberty, for he was 
very avaricious. This he perfonally knew, hav- 
ing refided a long time m Turkey, and for 
three yearâ ferved Amurat, father to the prefent 
fultan. 

The king made the knight rife, and treated 
him kindly, as did the lords prefent. They faid, 
he had bçen yery fortunate to have had a friend 
in fo great a monarch as this infidel Bajazet, aftep 
fuch a fevere battle, and to be fcnt by him with 
with his melTage to the king of France. He and 
his family ought to pride themfelves on fuch good 
fortune. The king ordered all who h^4 been con- 
fined in the Chatelet, for having firft fprcad abroad 
this intelligence, to be fet at liberty. They were 
happy to hear this, for many of them had rcpente4 
they had talked fo much. 
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SIR JAMES DB HELLV, HAVING RECEIVED HIS 
DISPATCHES FROM THE KINO OF F^AlfCE, 
ARRIVES IN HUNGARY, IN HIS WAY TO 

TURKEY. THE KINO SENDS SIR JOHN DB 

CHASTELMORANT, WITH PRESENTS TO BA- 
JAZET, AND HIS RECOMMENDATIONS IN FA- 
VOUR OF THE FRENCH PRISONERS. -»THB 
MANNER IN WHICH THEY ARB TREATED, 

XX7HEN the intelligence fir James dc Helly 



^ ^ had brought was made public, all who had 
loft hufband, brother, father or child, were in 
the utmoft confternation, as may cafily be fup- 
pofed. The high nobility of France, fuch as the 
duchefs of Burgundy and the lady Margaret of 
Hainault, were great afflifled on account of their 
fon and hulband the count de Nevers, for he 
was much beloved by them. The countefs of 
Eu lamented her lord the conftable, as did the 
countefs de la Marche : the ladies of Coucy, of 
Bar, and Sully, in like manner bewailed the me- 
lancholy fituation of their lords. They were for- 
tunate in having only their lords' captivity to la- 
ment, and were fomewhat comforted thereat j but 
the relations and friends > of thofe who had been 
maflacred were inconfolable, and the grief of France 
lafted a long time. 
The duke of Burgundy treated moft kindly fir 
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James de Helly for having brought him intelli- 
gence of his fon : he made him many rich gifts, 
and retained him for one of his knights, with a 
penfion of two hundred livres a-year during hi$ 
Ufe. The king of France alfo, and the lords qf 
the court, gave him handfome prefents. He in- 
formed them he was bound to return to Baja^et, 
?ifter He fliould have delivered his letters, as the 
fultan's prifoner ; for he was fent fojely with a view 
to publifli Bajazet*s viélory, and to fay w^iat lords 
had periftied or been made prifoncrs at thc^ battle 
of Nicopoli. Thi3 feemed reafonable, and the 
king, the duke of Burgundy, and- fuch lords as 
were at Pari§, prepared to write %Q their friends 
and relations who were prifoners. 

It was determined in council, that the king 
Ihould fend fome knight of renown, prudence 
and valour to Bajazet, who, having delivered his 
meflage, was to return with more detailed ac- 
counts of the ftate of the prifoners, in cafe fir 
James de Helly were not permitted fo to do by 
the fultan, whofe prifoner he was. Sir John de 
Châteaumorant was felefted for this embafly, a^ 
being^ every way qualified for it. 

Sir James de Helly was alked what jewels 
prefents would te mofl: acceptable to the fultan, 
that the count de Nevers and the other prifoner^ 
might fare the better. The knight faid, that Ba-r 
jazet took gfeat pleafure in viewing fine tapeftry^ 
from Arras or Picardy, which reprefented ancienc:^ 
hiftories : he was alfo fond of gerfalcons : but h^= 
thought that fine linen from Rhcims, and fcarlcc: 
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cloths, would be moft acceptable to the fultan 
and his lords. There was plenty of cloths of gold 
and filks in Turkey, with which they were amply 
provided, and confequently would like things they 
could not get at home. The king and the duke of 
Burgundy, therefore, refolved what to fend, for 
tîiey were anxious to pleafc Bajazet on account of 
the count of Ne vers. 

Sir James de Helly remained at Paris, with the 
Icing and lords, about twelve days, and was well 
Irftened to by all -, for he entertained them with his 
adventures in Hungary and Turkey, and with de- 
fcriptions of the manners of Bajazet. On his de- 
parture, he was told, — ^ Sir James, you may now 
fet out on your return to the fultan, at your lei- 
. lure. We^ fuppofe you will go through Lom- 
bardy, to the duke of Milan ; for he and Bajazet 
are great friends, although they have never feen 
each other : but, whatever road you take, we en- 
treat and order you to wait in Hungary for fir John 
de Châteaumorant, who will be fent by the king 
with prefents to the fifltan, as it is our intent that 
he purfue his journey from Hungary in your com- 
pany to Turkey, or until you lhall meet the fultan, 
that he may behave the more kindly to the count 
de Ne vers and his fellow-prifonerc, who are now in 
his power/ 

Sir J^mes promifed obedience, and, having re- 
ceived his difpatches, took leave of the king, the 
duke of Burgundy, and the other lords, and left 
Paris, following the fame road by which he had 
come. He continued his journey, firmly refolved 

never 
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never to return to France until he had obtained 
his liberty. After his departure, the duke of Bur- 
gundy was conilantly employed in preparing the 
prefents for the fultan; and> by the t\mt they 
were provided, fir John de Châteaumorant was 
ready to fet out, for he had begun his preparations 
for the journey on his being firft nominated to go 
thither. They made great hafte to have the pre- 
fents from the king to Bajazet in time for fir John 
de Chateaumorant to overtake fir James de Helly. 
Thcfe prefents confifted of pieces of the beft- 
worked tapcftry from Arras, reprefenting the hif- 
tory of Alexander the Great ancfhis conquefts, 
which was a delightful fight for all men of ho- 
nour, the fineft linens from Rheims, and fcarlet 
and crimfon cloths, which were packed on fix 
fumpter-horfes. 

All thcfe things were eafily to be had for mo- 
ney; but there was great difficulty in procuring 
white gerfalcons. At laft, however, they were 
got, either in Paris or from Germany i and fir 
John de Chateaumorant, having received his final 
ihftruftions, left Paris, and began his journey fif- 
teen days after fir James de Helly. 

In the interval during which thcfe knights were 
on t^eir journey, thfe king of Hungary returned 
to his kingdom. On his arrival being known, his 
fubjefts were gready rejoiced, arid -flocked to him, 
for he was much beloved. They comforted hira 
by fayLng, that if in this campaign he had been 
unfortunate, in another he would be more fuc- 

cefsful^ 



S19 

cefsfuL The king bore his mUfortunes as well as 
he could. 

Immediately after the battle, Bajazet difbanded 
his army and marched to the city of Burfa, carry- 
ing with him his prifoners. They were put under 
ilrift confinement, and very little comfort allowed 
them. They fufFered much from the change of 
diet, as they had always been accuftomed to have 
their own cooks, and their tables ferved with every 
delicacy ; but of all this 'they were deprived, and 
forced to live on coarfe meat, and that badly, or 
not thoroughly drefled. They had plenty of 
Ipices, and millet bread, which is difagreeable to 
a French palate. They had great difficulty in pro- 
curing wine : although they were great princes, 
there was not any attention paid them, for the 
Turks were indifferent whether they were fick or 
in health ; and, if the advice of feveral had been 
adopted, they would all have been put to death. 

Thefe lords of France comforted each other, 
and thankfully received whatever was given them, 
for they could no way better themfelves. At the 
beginning of their captivity, feveral of them were 
very unwell : the count de Nevers bore his mis- 
fortune the beft, and kept up his fpirits to comfort 
the others. He was affifted in this by the lotd 
Boucicaut, the count de la Marche and lord Henry 
dc Bar, who faid, that the honours and glories of 
arms could not be gained without meeting with un- 
fortunate reverfes j and that no man, however va- 
liant or lucky, or accuftomed to war, had every 
thing according to his wiih -, and that they ought 

to 
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to thank God for having had thdr lives favcd froth 
the furious rage of Bajazet and his* followers, for k 
had been determined by the army to put every one 
to death. Boucicaut faid, — ' I ought to be more 
thankful than any one to God for my life being 
fparcdjfor I was brought out to be mafikcred as my 
companions had been, and ftiotild have k)ft my head, 
had not my lord of Nevers caft himfelf on his 
knees to Bajazet, who, at his requeft,' granted 
me his pardon. I hold this at moft fortulnate ef- 
cape J and fmce it was the good pleafute of our 
. lord that I fhould live, I have no doubt bm that 
God, who has delivered us from this peril, wifl 
continue his mercy to us, for we are his foldicrs ; 
and that we fhall foon obtain our liberty, for we 
are now fuffering in his caufc. Bcfide, fir James 
de HcUy is on his road to France, who will relate 
to the king and barons our diftrefs j and I cxpefl:, 
within the year, we fhall receive comfort and our 
• liberty. Things will not remain long as they are. 
There is much good fenfe in the king and the duke 
of Burgundy, who will never forget us ; and, by 
fome means or other, we fliall receive fufficient 
fums for our ranfoms.' 

Thus the gallant knight, the lord Boucicaut, 
comforted himfelf, and bore his captivity with pati- 
ence, as did likewife the young count de Nevers ; but 
the lord de Coucy was forely affli6ted, which is not 
to be wondered at. Before this event, he had been 
a lord of fuch high fpirit as nothing could caft^ 
down : this captivity in Turkey, however, preyed 
on his mind more than it did on the Ipirits of 
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the others, and he became quite melancholjr. He 
complained of great oppreflion at his heart, and 
faid he Ihould never return ta France i that he had 
cfcaped many perils and dangerous adventures, but 
this would be his laft. The lord Henry dc Bar 
confoled him, and blamed him for being fo difcon- 
folate without caufe ; and told him it was folly to 
be thus caft down, when hé ought to find more ia- 
tisfaftion in his own mind than any other. Not* 
withft'anding the advice he was giving, he himfelf 
fevercly felt his own fituation, and bitterly regretted 
his wife. The count d'Eu, conftable of France, 
fuffcred from fimilar regrets. Sir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille and thé count de la Marche kept up their 
Ipirits very tolerably. Bajazet was defirous they 
ihould have fome amufements in their captivity, 
and at times vififecTand converfed with them moft 
gracioufly : he was likewifc anxious they (hould 
witnefs his ftate and power; 

We will now leave them, and return to fir James 
de Helly and fir John de Chatcaumorant, who were 
both journeying towards Hungary. 
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CHAP. xî,y. 

$ÎK JAmS PZ HEILY, ON HIS RJSTXTRN TO TUR- 
KEY, OBTAINS HIS LIBERTY, AND CARRIES A 
PASSPORT FROM THE SULTAN TO SIR JOHN DE 
CHASTELMORANT IN HUNGARY. — SIR JOHN 

. 9£ CHASTELMORANT IS FORCED TO SEND A 
MESSENGER TO THE KING OF FRANCE, TO IN- 
FORM HIM THAT THE KING OF HUNGARY WILL 
NOT ALLOW THE PRESENTS TO BE CARRIED TO 
THE SULTAN. 

QIR James dc Hclly waited about ten or twelve 
^ days at Buda, in Hungary, for fir John de Châ- 
tcaumorant, who was continuing his road as expe- 
ditioufly as he could. Sir James was rçjoiced on 
his arrival j for he was impatient to return to Tur- 
key to acquit himfelf of his promifc, and to fee 
and bring comfort to the count de Ncvcrs and the 
other French lords who were prifoners. 

The king of Hungary made fir John dc Cha- 
teaumorant a kind welcome, in compliment to the 
king of France and his royal coufins. He learnt 
from his people that the knight was carrying mag- 
nificent prefents, and rich jewels, to the fultan : 
this vexed him greatly, but he prudently diflem- 
bled any knowledge of it until fir James de Helly 
Ihould have fet out for Turkey. He declared, 
however, to his confidential friends, that that re- 
creant dog, Bajazet, jfhould never receive anypre- 
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fcnts from France or elfewhere^ if he had the 
power to prevent it. When fir James had re- 
freftied himfelf fome time at Buda, he took leave 
of the king and of Chateaumorant, tp continue 
his journey to Turkey, that he might obtain from 
the fultan a paiTport for fir John to purfue his road 
to him. When fir James mentioned it, the king 
.of Hungary replied he would do well. On this 
the knight, having procured guides, was conduced 
by them through Hungary and Wallaçhia to Burfa, 
but did not find there Bajazet, who was gone to 
another town in Turkey called Poly ^. Wherever 
he went he carried the prifoners with him, except- 
ing the lord de Coucy, who was left at Burfa, un- 
able to ride from ficknefs. There tarried with him 
his coufin, a valiant baron from Greece, and a de-, 
fcendant of the dukes of Auftria, called the lord 
de Mathelin. 

Sir James de Helly continued his journey to 
Poly, where he met Bajazet, who was glad to 
fee him return from France, and keep his word. 
Sir James humbled himfelf much before him, and 
faid, * Moft dear and redoubted lord, here is your 
prifoner, who has delivered, to the beft of his 
abilities, the meflage you have charged him withV 
Bajazet replied, * Thou art welcome, for thou haft 
loyally acquitted thyfelf; and, in confideration of 
it, I now give thee thy liberty.' 

Sir James thanked him refpeftfully for this fa- 
vour, and told him that the king of France, and 
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the duke of Burgundy, fadicr to the count dc Ne^ 
vers his prifoner, had fent him an honourabfe 
knight, with credendal letters as ambaflador, and 
likewife with fuch grand prcfents as he was fure 
would give him delight. The fultan afked if he 
had feen them. He replied, * I have not ; but 
the knight charged with the commiffion has brought 
them as far as Hungary, and is now at Buda wait^ 
ing my return, with paflports for him to condnue 
his journey : I came to announce this news to youj 
and to folicit paflports, if it be agreeable to you to 
receive him.* *Wc arc very willing he fhould 
have paflports, and you may have them made out 
in any form you choofe/ 

The knight thanked him for his gracious an- 
fwer, when the fultan left him to attend to odicr 
affairs. About an hour afterward, fir James re- 
qucfted the fultan's permiflion to vifit and convcrfc 
with the French prifoners, as he had much to fay 
to them from their friends and relations. Bajazet 
was fome time filent before he gave him an an- 
fwer, when he faid, * Thou fhalt fee one of them, 
but not more/ He then made a figp to his at- 
tendants for the count de Nevers to be brought to 
converfe with fir James for a ftiort fpace, and then 
to be carried back to his prifon. 

The order was inftantly obeyed ; and the count 
de Nevers faw fir James de Helly with great joy. 
He made many inquiries after the king of France, 
the duke and duchefs of Burgundy, and what was 
pafling in that country. The knight related tQ 
him every thing he had feen or htard, and deli- 
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^ered him all the meflages he had hctn charged 
with; but they were greatly interrupted by the 
officers of the fultan^ who prefled them to finifh 
their converfation^ as they had other bufinefs to 
attend to. 

Sir James afked the count if all the other French 
lords were in good health. He^ replied,—' All 
except the lord de Coucy, who has remained fick 
at Burfa j and this favour, I iinderftand, has been 
granted through the credit of the lord de Mathe^ 
Ûn, who has pledged hknielf for him, and is 
much efteemed by the fultan/ Sir James then 
told him that the king and the duke of Burgundy 
bad fent fir John Chateaumorant as ambaiiador to 
Bajazet, with moil magnificent prefents to fofirn 
the fultan's anger 9 but that fir John had Hopped 
at Buda in Hungary until he ihould return with a 
pafipdrt for hinr and hb attendants; that the 
fultan had promifed thd pallport, with which he 
intended returning to Buda in a very few days: 

The count de Nevers was exceedingly rejoiced 
on hearing this ; but he dared not give way to his 
feelings, for the Turks were obferving them. The 
kft words the count faid to him were,—* Sir 
James, I underftand that Bajazet has given you 
your liberty, and that you may return to France 
when you pleafe. On your arrival there, tell my 
lord and fiither from me, that if he have any in- 
tention to ranfom me and my companions he muft 
not delay to negotiate through the means of Ve- 
'iiedan or Genoefe merchants, and clofe with tho 
firft ofier the fultan, or his minifters for him, may 
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tnakc ; for we are loft for ever, if ît be longer 
ficglcftcd*. But I underftand that the fultan i$ 
Tcry loyal and courteous in his charaétcr,. when 
applied to properly.' 

Thus ended their interview, and the count dc 
Ne vers was conduded back to prifon. Sir JatSies 
fle Helly haftened the paffport which had bfcri 
promifed him. When it had been drawn out in 
the ufiial form, and fealed by Bajazet, it was de- 
livered to the knight, who took feave of the {vitsm 
and his court, and fet off on his return ix> Budsu 
He inftantly waited on fir John de Châteauinoranr> ' 
who was impatiently expefting him, and fidd,*-^ 
• I bluing you a paflport for yourfelf and youc 
attendants^ to go and return in fafety^ fipcmi 
I'urkey, which die fultan readily granted mc,.* 
. * That is well done,*" replied fir John : ^ ktui 
go to the king of Hungary, and tell him thene*s# 
To-morrow morning, I will begin my jburn«y, 
for I have ftaid here long enough/ 

They went to the king's chamber, mi ttl^cd 
to him all you have juft heard; The king replied^ 
Châteaumorant and Heliy^ I am glad to feé 
yoti bothj as well on your' own account aâ for the 
Jtflfetftion I bear r6 the king and my coufins of 
Fnuïce, and I fliall at all tinges be happy to ftrv^e 
you. You may travel through any part of my 
kingdom^ uiimolefted, or cvien into Turkey, if it 
be your plcafurei but with regard to your rang- 
ing any ridiprefents or jewefe t» the fuhaft^ t«hlch 
you, Ghâtëatimorant, are chained with fmiff 
France, J will never confent that ihcy pafsi^roiigh 
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tnj kingdom, to be pffrred to the infidel Bajazet». 
for he fliall never be enriched by them, I fhould 
be extremely blamed and laughed at, if in future 
times he be enabled to boail, that to gain his love, 
and from fear, becaufe he has gained a vidtory over 
me, and detains fome great barons of France pri« 
loners, the king of France and his princes have 
fent him riùh prefents. In refpect to die gerfal« 
cons, I aim indifferent whether he have them or 
not ; for birds fly any where, and are as foon loft 
as given; but with refpeâ to fine tapeftry, which 
would remain as a proof of his boaftings being 
true, I will not confent that hi: enjoy the pleafux^ 
of poflfeffing it. Therefore, Châteaumorant,' 
continued the king of Hungary, ^ if you wifh to 
make a journey into Turkey, to fee Bajazet^ 
and prefent him with the falcons, you may do 
So, but you (hall not carty him any thing elfe/ 

* Sir John de Châteaumorant replied,—* Cer- 
tainly, fire, it is not the intention of the king of 
France, nor to his honour morç than to that of the 
other lords who have lent nie, that I fail in any 
particular in the accomplUhmentof the objeâsthey 
have charged me with/ 

* Very well/ faid thé king: * you will not at 
prefent have any other anfwier from me than what 
you have heard/ 

The two knights lefii thé apartment, and con^ 
iUted together how to aâ:, for this refufal of the 
king of Hungary had dtfconcerted tbçm. They 
thought their only exjpedient was tp fend off a 
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xncffcngcr exprefs with the account of* thè king of 
Hungary's conduft to the king of France and the 
duke of Burgundy, for them to provide a remedy, 
and to explain the caufcs of their delay. They 
wrote, in confequcncc, letters to the king and the 
duke of Burgundy, and engaged a trufly meflcnger 
to carry them, whom they fupplied with a fuffi- 
ciency of money for him frequently to change his 
horfcs on the road, that he might haften his jour* 
ney, while they waited his return at Buda. 

The meflcnger journeyed with great diligence 
to Paris, and delivered his letters to the king of 
France and the duke of Burgundy. Having read 
them, they were much fuiprifed and vexed that 
the king of Hungary fliould prevent their ambaf- 
fador from continuing his journey with the prefents 
to the fultan of Turkey, as they had ordered him 
to do. The duke of Berry, however, excufed 
the king of Hungary, faying he was no way to 
blame, for it was too debating to a king of France 
to fend prefents and jewels to fuch a recreant 
pagan king. The duke of Burgundy was more 
nearly affeéled in the matter, and defended the 
meafure as reafonable, fince fortune had been fo 
favourable, to give the fultan a victory, in which 
the whole force of the king of Hungary was ÙBia 
or put to flight, and the greater part of the nobles 
made prifoners that had been in the battle. It 
therefore behoved their relations and friends to 
adopt every mode for their deliverance, if thejr 
were dcfu'ous of feeing diem again. 

Thia 
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This fpccch rf die duke of Burgtindjr was fup- 
portcd by the king and council. The king alked 
the duke of Berry, — * Good uncle, if this fultan 
Bajazct, or , any other pagan king, were to fend 
you a rich and fparkling ruby, would you accept 
of it ?' * My lord,' replied the duke, * I fhould 
confider of it.^ The king reminded him that it 
was not ten years fince the fultan had fent him a 
ruby that had coft twenty thoufand francs. 

The king of Hungary was condemned by all for 
, having prevented the prefents from being carried 
to the fultan, which might have the çSéât of adding 
to the diftrefsful ftate of the French lords that were 
prifoners. The king Was therefore advifed to 
write courteous letters to the king of Hungary, to 
requeft that he would no longer prevent his am^- 
baflador from proceeding on his journey with the 
prefents to the court of Turkey. When they had 
been fairly written out and fealed, they were given 
to the meiTenger from Hungary, who^ leaving 
Paris^ &t out on his return to Buda. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

^Ht DUCHESS OF ORLEANS 19 SUSHÊ^ECTS^ W 
CAUSING THE KÏÎ^G^S TLLWÉSS. 

VERY yeaf the king of France had rel^pfei 
of his frenzy, without any phyfkian or far- 
geon being able to prevent it. Some indeed had 
boafted that they would refk)re him to found 
health, but it was foon found they laboured in vain^ 
The king's diforder never ceafed until it had nitl 
its courfe, in fpite of prayers and medicinesr^ 
Some of the phyficians and forcerers who attended 
die king, on finding their labour loft^ declared tto 
king muft have been poifoned of enchanted by 
fome pernicious herbs. This agitated greatly the 
tfiinds of the nobility and people, for thefe force- 
Krs aifirmed, the better to gaifi feeKef, that thé 
king was' under the polver of Ibrcery, and thas 
they knew it from the devil who had revealed it 
to them. Several of thefe conjurors had been 
burnt at Paris and Avignon, for having gone lb 
far to fay that the duchefs of Orleans, daughter to 
the duke of Milan, was the caufe of this mifchiefi 
' that Ihe might fucceed to the crown of France. 
This was fo much believed that common report 
faid fhe had frequendy praftifed fuch arts, and 
that, fo long as (he was near the perfon of the 
king, he neither would nor could regain his 
health. 

It 
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le was therefore McefStr^, put Mi ëhd to {Ms 
fland^j that the docliers of 0iieawid (hôuld quil 
Paris. She went firft to refide at Afriieres, d very* 
liaAdfome caille wear Porttoifc^ that belonged to 
the duke her lord, and then to Néufchâteau, ort 
the Loire, which alfo belonged to hifn. Thé duké 
of Orleans? Wa^ Vtff fhelancholy on hearing fuch 
injurious reports againft hià duchefs, whk^h he 
dîflèmbled as well as he cOwM^ imd never on thfe 
àeèmmt quitted the kiAg or court, for he took 
jpteaffMre in atttndîifig public btifttiefs and the 
fetfent e^Hineib on the affairs of the realm. 

Gateas duke èf Milan was duly informed of tlte 
infamous crimes his daughter, the ducHè^ ofOrleans^ 
was accufedof. He deeply felt the injury, and had 
twice or thrice fent ambaffadors to France, to excul- 
pate his daughter to the king of France and his coun- 
cil, offering, at the fame time, a knight or knights 
that Ihould engage in mortal combat any-perfon 
who fliould dare to accufe his daughter of fuch 
iniquitous and treafonable praftices. The duke of 
Milan threatened to make war on France ; for he 
had learnt that the king, when he gave his daugh- 
ter in marriage to the king of England, between 
Ardres and Calais, had declared, that on his return 
to Paris, he would not attend to any thing until he 
Ihould march a large army into the Milanefe ; ahd 
that his fon-in-law, king Richard, had, to his 
great fatisfaftion, offered him one thoufand En- 
glifh fpears and fix thoufind archers. . Galeas had 
likewife heard that purveyances were making 
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^oughout Dauphiny and Savoy for Âe king of ^ 
France^ for it was by Piedmont he intended enter* 
ing Lombardy. 

This expedition^ however^ was laid afide9 and 
no more thought of^ when the news arrived of 
the unfortunate ifllie of the battle of Nicopoli^ and 
the death and captivity of the French nobles. The 
king and the duke of Burgundy were fo afHidted at 
this events that they could not attend to any thing 
clfe : they befides knew that the duke of Milan 
was on the moll friendly terms with Bajazetj 
which was an additional reafbn at this moment not 
to puih any hoftile attempts againft him^ «nd he 
was left unmokfted. 
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CHAP. XLVn. 



THE DUKE AND DUCHESS OF BURGUKDY DILI* 
OENTLY EXERT THEMSELVES TO FIND MEAN^ 
TO RANSOM THE COUNT DE NEVERSj THEIR 
SON^ AND HIS FELLOW-PRISONERS IN TUR- 
KEY.— «THE RING OF HUNGARY^ THROUGH 
THE PERSUASION OF THE GRAND MASTER OF 
RHODES^ PERMITS THE AMBASSADOR FROM 
THE KING OF FRANCE TO PASS THROUGH. HIS 
KINGDOM WITH THE PRESENTS FOR THE SUL* 
TAN BAJA2ET. 

'THHE duke and duchcfs of Burgundy confidcrcd 



every pofliblc means of recovering their fon. 
As they knew they muft pay a very large fum for 
his ranfom^ they reduced their expenfes as much 
as poffible, to gather all , the money they could 5 
without this, they knew they could not fucceed 5 
and made many . friends among the Venetian and 
Genoefe merchants, for through their means the 
ranfoms were to be negotiated. 

The duke of Burgundy refided with the king, 
who converfed with him frequently on affairs of 
ftate, and paid attention to what he faid ; for the 
duke had the principal lhare in the government, 
which made his own affairs profper the more. 

At this time there lived in Paris a Lombard, 
who was a great and rich merchant, and tranfafted 
bufinefs for the other Lombards : he was known 

and 
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and fpokcn of all over the world, wherever com« 
mcrce was carried on : his name was Dinde Def- 
ponde, and by him ^ exchanges were made. If 
before the event of the battle of Nicopoli he was 
bçloved by the king of Frwc ^d the lords of his 
.court, he was now much more fo, and had fre- 
quent confultations with the duke , of Burgundy on 
the furcft means to recover his £bn and the cdier 
lords who were prifoners in Turkey. 

Dinde. Defponde laid to the duke,—' My lord, 
by degrees all things are brought about. The 
merchants of Genoa, and of the iflands under their 
obedience, are well known every where, and traffic 
with Cairo, Alexandria, Damafcus, Damietta and 
Turkey, and in different countries of infidels ; for 
trade, my lord, as you know, finds its way every 
where, and rules the world. Write, therefore, to 
the Gcnocfe, and prevail on the Idng to do fo 
likewife, in a friendly manner, jM-omifing them 
great rewards if they will undertake the bufinefs ; 
for there is nothing but may be accomplilhed with 
money. The king of Cyprus, who is near to 
Turkey, and now at peace with the fultan, may 
alfo aflift in the matter. You muft fuppofe tha.t, 
as for my felf, I will exert my powers to the utmoft, 
for I am bound to obey you in every thing.* 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy negleited 
no means to free their fon from his activity, for 
they were forely afHidted by it. He was the hçir 
to their vafl: pofiefTions ; and this misfortune had 
happened to him on his firft onfet in arms- The 
ladies of France lamented the lofs of their huf- 
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ji>ands md^fficn^, ^fpccially the Mj of Cowf , 
yiho refqfed all comfort, s^i^ bçwailed him 
Bxxd night. The duke of Lorraine and Or Fçrri 
ÎLorraine, her brothers, vifited her gt Swnt GQbin% 
where Ibc reiided^ and confole4 jhcr ^ weJl as they 
could. They adyifed her to fçnd into Turkçy ^ 
gam fome intelligence of ^im, for they liad hf^d^ 
te had greater liberty allowed hm than Xhe other 
jprifoners. 

The lady thanked her brothers fqr this ackice^ 
and bftantly fcntfor fir Robert Pcjfneti a good an^ 
valiant knight of the Cambrcfis. She entreated 
him fo fweedy, urging him, out of affeftion to 
^ htr, to undertake a journey into Turkey, that thé 
knight çonfented, and engaged to go thither and 
bring back full intelligence of the lord de 
Coucy, 

Sir Robert foon made his preparations, and[, 
accompanied by four others, fet out for Hungary. 
Tn like manner did other ladies in France fend t^ 
inquire after their hufbands. 

The king of Hungary was very obftinate in his 
refufal to allow fir John de Çhâteaumorant to con- 
tinue his journey to Turkey with the prefents from 
the king of France to the fultan. Though this 
greatly , difpleafed fir John and fir James de Helly, 
they could not prevail on him to alter his refp- 
lution. It happened that the grand mafter of 



* Saint Gobin>-— near la Fere in Picardy, now famoas forks 
fine manufaûory of looking glaiTes. 

t Sir Robert Defne. Sir Robert de Seu, MSjS. M. and 
Hafod. 
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Rhodes came at this dme to Buda, He was moft 

kindly received by the king^ as indeed he ought 
to have been, for, on the day of the battle, he 
had faved the king from death or captivity. He 
made acquaintance with the two knights from 
France, who related to him the conduft of the 
king of Hungary, and the circumftance of his 
detaining them at Buda. He was much furprifed, 
and faid, to foften their anger, he would fpeak to 
the king on the fubjedt, and, a^ they Ihould foon 
experience, with good effcft. He managed the 
matter fo prudendy with the king, that they were 
permitted to continue their journey to Turkey, 
with all their prefcnts, which were reftored to them. 
The ambafTador arrived in fafety at the place 
where Bajazct rcfided, owing, to the paflports fir 
James de HcUy had brought him. Thç fultan re- 
ceived the knights, and their prefcnts from the 
king of France, with much refpcdt, and feemed 
very proud of what the king had fent him. 

The knights were only permitted to have one 
interview with the count de Nevers, but with 
none of the others : this, however, was of a fuffi- 
ciently long continuance. On their taking leave, 
the count faid, — ' Recommend me to my lord and 
father, the duke of Burgundy, to my lady-mother, 
to my lord the king, and to my lord of Berry, 
and falute in my name all my friends. Should 
there be any negotiation going forward with^Ba- 
jazct, urge the fpcedy conclufion, for we fuffer 
from every delay. We were originally eight pri- 
foncrsj, butarc now incrcafcd, by.fixtcen more, to 
^ twenty* 
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twenty-four ♦ : let the ranfom include all of us, 
for it will be as readily agreed to for the whole as 
for one. Bajazet has iettled this in his own mindj 
and you may depend on his fleadinefs -, and thofe 
who have fent you hither may rely on his word, 
fbr it is inviolable.' Sir James de^ Helly and fir 
John de Châteaumorant repliedj they would fay 
and do every thbg he had directed. They then 
took leave of the count dc Ne vers, and the fultan, 
and fet out fo? Hungary and France. On their 
return, they met the mefiènger whom they had 
fcnt to Paris, as has been mentioned, bringing 
letters to the king of Hungary. They made him 
come back with them, as he had now no occafion 
to proceed further, for they had been b Turkey; 
and they all returned together, to the king of 
France at Paris. 



^ The MSS. &y nint original prifenen. 
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CHAP. XVflÛ. 

THE DUKE OF dtOCBSTEIl PLOTS THE DESTMC^ 
TION OF HIS KEPHEW, THÈ KING OF BKO-^ 
LAND.-— THE KING, HATING INFORMATIOH 
or HIS PRACTICES, HAS HIM ARRESTED BT 
THE rARIr MARSHAL* 

I HAVE been fomc time without faying any 
thing of the duke of Glocefter, the youngeft 
fon of the late king Edward of En^and, for I 
have not had any caufe for fo doing. But I will 
now (peak of him, becaufe his heart would no 
way incline to the French^ and he was mprepleafed 
than hurt at the melancholy lofs they had lirflaincd 
in Turkey. He had widx him a knight called fir 
John Laçkingay, who was his moft confidential 
advifcr, and, as it was afterwards difcovered, held 
with him fuch convcrfations as the following: 
* Thcfe vain-boafting French have been nearly an- 
nihilated in Turkey. Such knights and fquires a$ 
join company with them know not what they arc 
about, and are ill advifed when they do fo, for 
they arc fo full of vanity and prefumption, that 
they never can bring to a fuccefsful ifluê any thing 
they undertake. This h^s often been apparent 
durmg the wars of my' lord and father, and our 
brother the prince of Wales, for they never could 
obtain a vidtory over our men. I know not why 
we have any truces with them: if it were waf 

With 
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with them, as wc have good caufc for quarrel, 
we would wage it now more fuccefsfully than ever, 
for the flower of the French chivalry is flain or in 
captivity. Our countrymen wifli for war, for 
without it they cannot exift, and idlenefkto men 
at arms is death. .1 fwear, therefore, by God, 
that if I be alive, and in health, , two years hence, 
the war fliall be renewed, for I will not keep any 
truce or peace. The French have fhewn how 
little they have regarded them in former timci, 
and have, by whatever treacherous and' underhand 
means they could devife, deprived us of the duchy 
of Aquitaine, which was given up to my late loid 
and father, in conformity to a found ip^aty of 
peace. This I have more than once charged 
them with, in the conferences on the other fide of 
the fea ; but they made fuch flourifhing and com^ 
plimentary fpeechcs, they always lighted on their 
feet, and I was not attended to either by the king 
or by my brothers. 

' If the king of England had a good head, and 
were as defirous as I am of war, and would take 
fome pains to recover the inheritance they have 
fliamefuUy ftolen from him, he would find one 
hundred thoufand archers and fix thoufand men 
at arms willing to crofs the fea, and ready to 
ierve him with their lives and fortunci. But things 
are not fo. At this moment we have an unwarlikc 
king, whp is indifierent as to arms, otherwife he 
would Ihcw himfelf in France j for there never 
was fo favourable an opportunity to carry the war 
Luther as at this prefcnt moment^ fiace th«y would 
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be affiircd of a battle, and the people of this 
country, who arc always eager to fight with thofc 
richer than thcmfclves, . for the lake of the IpoU, 
would venture boldly, in the hope of having the 
like fuccefs with their anccftors under the king my 
father, of happy memory, and my brother thç 
prince of Wales. 

M am the laft of the royal family of England j 
but, were I believed, I woidd be the firft to renew 
the wars, to retaliate for the wrongs that have 
been done us, and which they are daily doing by 
the connivance and weaknefs of our rulers, xnore 
particularly of our head the king of England, who 
has allie4 himfelf by marriage with the daughter 
of his enemy the kmg of France. That is a fure 
proof he will have no war: certainly not: he is 
too heavy behind, and only wifhcs for the plca- 
fures of the table and the amufemcnts of ladies. 
That is not the life for men at arms, who are de- 
firous of renown and profit. I have not forgotten 
my laft expedition through France. I might have 
had with me about two thoufand lances and eight 
thoufand archers. When we crofled the fea, we 
.entered France by way of Calais, and continued 
our march through the country, without meeting 
apy one to oppofe us .qr offer us battle. 

* Such fc^merly was the fuccefs of fir Robert 
KnoUes, fir Hugh Calvcrley, fir Thomas Grandr 
fon, fir Philip Giflford, but they had not as many 
men as I had under their command, and yet they 
marched to (he gates of Paris, and demanded bat- 
tlç from thc^içg /çf France. . No one, howcvc^. 



944 

ventured out to anfwcr fKcir challcngt, and they 
continued their route without interruption intp 
Brittany. You might then have marched from 
Calais to Bordeaux, without any one daring to 
toppofe you j but I am perfiiaded whoever fhould 
how attempt it would be combated ; for he who 
at prefcnt figns himfclf king of France is young, 
z&ivc, and has a ftrong délire to achieve fome 
gallant enterprifc. He would therefore fight with 
-us, whatever might be the confcquences, and Aat 
is every thing we could defire ; for it has becii by 
ibattle and viftories over the French, Who are & 
rich, that we arc become wealthy : if pca<:e cbiv* 
tinue, we (hall languifti and become more enefr- 
vatcd than ever, fince my nephew came to the 
throne of England. Things cannot long Tcm^n 
in this ftate, before the people will perceive and 
redrefs them. The king raifes heavy taxes on 
the merchants, who are gready dilcontented: he 
fquanders the nioney no one knows how, and thus 
is the kingdom of England impoverifhed. True 
it is, that he gives largely to thbfe about him, and 
in whom he confides, but the people pay for this, 
and it will fhortly caufc a rebellion 5' for they al- 
ready begin to murmur, and to fay publicly that 
fuch mcafures muft not longer be fiiflFcred. 

* The king gives out that as foon as the truces 
between France and England fhall be figncd, he 
^ill make a voyage to Ireland, and employ there 
his men at arms and archers. He has already 
been there, and gained but little, for Ireland is 
not worth conquering : the Irifh arc a poor and 
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vrîckcd people, with an impoveriihed) eountry; 
*nd he who ihould conquer it one year, would lofc 
it the next. Lackingay, Lackingay ! all you have 
juft heard me fay conûder as truth.* 

Such were the converfatioos, as it was afterwards 
known, between the duke of Gloceftex' and his 
knight. He had conceived a great hatred to his 
nephew, the king of England, and could no way 
fpcak weir9f him ; and although he was, with his 
brother of Lancafter, the greatefl perfonage ia 
£ngland, and one by whofe advice the govern- 
jment Ought to have been carried on, he paid 
not any attention to it. When the king fent for 
him, if k was his pleafure he would come, but more 
frequendy he ftaid at home j and, when he obey- 
ed, he was always the laft to come and the firft 
to depart. On giving his opinion, it mufi: be 
implicidy followed, for he would not fufleritto 
be tontradiéled. He then took leave, mounted 
his horfe, and fet off for a handfbme cafUe he 
4iad in EiTex, thirty miles from London, called 
Plelhy, where he reûded more conftantly than 
any where elfc. 

This lord Thomas was a great lord, and could 
afford 03 expend annually, from his income, fixty 
thoufand crowns. He was duke of Glocefter, earl 
of EiTex and Buckingham, and conftable of Eng- 
land i and, from his rough manner, was more 
dreaded by the king than any other of his xmclcs, 
for, in his fpeech', be never fpared him. The 
king was always fubmiffive to him, and whatever 
he alked was inftantly granted. Tht duke of Glo- 
cefter 
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cefter had oi;dered many fevere and haftv execu- 
tions m England^ andj without any dele of reaibn 
or juftioc^ had caufed that prudent and gallant 
knight fir Simon Burley to be beheaded, with many 
others of the king's council. . ^ 

This duke likewife caufed the baniflimentof the 
archbifliop of York and the duke of Ireland from 
England, notwithftanding the confidence the king 
repofed in them, accufing them of giving evil coun- 
fel to the king, keeping him under their govern- 
ance, and wafting the revenues of the kingdom on 
themfelves. The duke of Gloccfter's two bro- 
thers of Lancafter and York refided generally with 
the king : he was jealous of them, and faid to fe- 
veral (fuch as Robert^ bifliop of London and 
others) who went to vifit him at hii caftle of 
Plefliy, that his brothers were too expenfive to 
the king, and that it would be more decent for 
them to live at their own koufes. The duke gained, 
by every poffible means, thé love of the Lon- 
doners; for he thought, if he ftcquircci popularity 
with them, the reft of England would follow their 
example. The duke a had nephew, fon tq his bro- 
ther Lionel, duke of Clarence, who had married the 
daughter of Galeas, lord of Milan, a^d died at 
Afti in Piedmont. The duke of Giocefter would 
gladly have feen this Qephew, called John earl of 



^ Robert Braybrook» who facceeded Coortnay, on tranf- 
ladon to Canterbury, 1381, and died 1404, having been chan- 
cellor of England ibarcely fix months. 

GougVs Plejtyt not^t p. 59. 

Z 4 Marchj 
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March on the throne of England, and. king 
Richard dcpofcd from it, faying he was neither 
worthy nor capable to hold the government of 
England ; and this opinion he made no fecret of 
to thofe who were in his confidence. 

He invited this earl of March to come and fee 
him J ..and, when at Plefliy, he unbofomed himfcIF 
to him of all the fecrets of his heart, telling him 
that he had been feleftcd for king of Englamd^ 
that king Richard and his queen were to be con- 
fined, but with ample provifion for their mainte- 
nance, as long as they lived; and he carneftly 
befought his nephew to believe all he faid, for he 
.ihould make it a point to put his plans, into 
execution, and that he was already joined by the 
carl of Arundel, fir John Arundel, the carl of 
Warwick, and many prelates and barons of Eng- 
land. 

The earl of March was thunderidruck on hear- 
ing this propofal from his uncle; but, young as 
he was, he diflcmblcd his real fentiments, and pru- 
dently replied, to pleafe his uncle and to get away, 
that he never thought of fuch things, and they 

* ' He was third Ton of Edmund Mortimer earl of Marché 
hf Phili^]^» daughter of Lionel duke^ of Clarence, and was 
hangèS jcf iTeniy VI. ' Sandl^» ' p^^ 224. FroiiTart means 
Roger,. ^.elder brother, ilain in Ireland, 22d Rich. II., whofe 
death Richard went over to avenge, when Henry IV. plotted to 
dethrone him. lb. p. 226. This Roger was declared heir to 
the crown by parlîanient, 9th Rich. It. Leiand's (Dollèdhmea, 
vol. i. p. 693. Froiflart took the opportunity of the inarriage 
of Lionel and Violahta to viilt Italy, and dwells on the folemni- 
ties wd feftivals of the wedding.*— G^i<f<&V Piijby, f» 60. 
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Were of fuch a magnitude as to require his dclU 
berate confideration. The duke then, obferving 
the manner of his nephew, defired he would keep 
what he had-faid very fecret. This he promifcd 
faithfully to do, and, taking his leave, haftened 
from him, and inftantly went to his eftatcs in Ire- 
land: he would never liften nor fend any an- 
fwer to all the propofals his uncle made to him, 
cxcufing himfelf honourably from taking' part in 
them, ai he forefaw they mufl: end badly. * 

The duke of Glocefter employed all poffibic 
means to ftir up troubles in England, and excite 
the Londoners againft the king. The year that a 
truce had been figned between England and France, 
to laft .for thirty years, king Richard and his queen y 
came to London, on their return from France : 
the duke of Glocefter whifpercd the citizens to 
petition the king to abolifli all taxes and fubfidies 
which had been impofed for the laft twenty years, 
as it was reafonable they fliould now ceafe, fincc 
a truce had been figned for fo long a term, and 
they had been levied folely as war-taxes, to pay 
the men at arms and archers in fupport of the 
war. He told the merchants, ' it was hard to 
pay thirteen florins out of every hundred as a tax 
on merchandife, which were fpent in idle dances 
and feafts : you pay for them, and are forely op- 
preflcd. Add to your petition a remonftrance for 
the realm to be governed according to ancient cuf- 
tom and ufages, and that whenever there fliall be 
any necefTity to raife money for the defence of the 
kingdom, you will tax yourfelves with fuch fums 

as 



as ihall be fatisfaâory to the jking ând his 
council/ 

This advice of the duke of Glocefter was fol- 
lowed by the Lonjdoners, and many of the prin^ 
cipal towns* They colkfted together, and went 
in a body to the king at Eltham, where they de- 
manded redrefs of what they complained of^ arid 
that all taxes which had been raifed for the fup- 
port of the war fhould be inftantly abolilbecj. 
Only two of the kbg's uncles were prefent when 
the citizens prefentçd their petition and remon* 
ftî-ance, namely, the dukes of Lancafter and York. 
The king defired they would anfwer the Londoner 
and the other citizens who had accompanied them, 
but particularly the duke of Lancafter, who faid 
to them, — * My fair firs, you will now, each of 
you, return to your homes, and, within a mondi 
from this day, come to the palace of Weftminfter, 
when the king, his nobles and prelates of the coun- 
cil fliall 5e aflembled, and your petition and re- 
monftrance be taken into confideration. What 
fhall then be thought right to maintain or abolilh 
will be determined upon, and you may depend on 
having fuch redrefs as ought to fatisfy you.* 

This anfwer contented fome, but not all; for 
there were among them rebels attached to the duke 
of Glocefter, who wanted a more fpeedy decifion 
of their demands; but the dukes of Lancafler and 
York appeafed then: by gentle words, and they all 
departed. The matter, however, did not reft 
here ; but at the month's end they again went to 
the king at Weftminfter, who was furrounded by 

his 



iM^jQobksaod. prelates. Tk« duke oùClocc&et 
was now prefentj and leant much to the petitioners s 
but, in the anfwer which was made to them, he 
diflembled his real thoughts, in order that the king, 
his brothers and die mepibers of the council might 
not noticç them. 

The duke of Lancafter replied for the king, and, 
addrelTinghimfelf to the Londoners, as they com^ 
po&d the majority, faid,-»-* Ye cidzens of London, 
|t pleafes my lord the kiiig that I give an anfwer 
to your petition : in obedience to his command, 
I fhall declare to you what the king and his coun- 
cil have determined upon. Ye know, that to pro- 
vide againft dangers to the^ kingdom, ye, as well 
OS the other cities and towns within the realm, 
agreed, about fîx years ago, that a tax of thirteen 
per cent, fhould be laid on all merchandife that 
was fold, and for which the king granted to you 
many privileges fuch as he will not take from you,^ 
but on the contrary may augment, if ye prove 
not undeferving of the favour. But fince ye fecqi 
«>W to turn rebellious, and draw back from what 
ye had willingly before agreed to, he rccals his for- 
mer favours ; and here are his nobles and prelates, 
« who have fworn to fupport him in all his lawful 
meafures to the utmoft of their power, and are now' 
willing to continue their aid in maintaining all legal 
grants. Confider, therefore, calmly, thismatteç,, 
'and that the ftate of the king demands* great ex- 
penfe j if his revenue is augmented one way, it is 
diminiihed another ; befides, his receipts are not 
ia coo&derable-as they were in former times. 

The 



Tne Tfar has involved greater côSta? ùatxi Krérc pp^ 
vidèdfbr. The eîJtppnfes of the âmbaAadors for 
the peace, oft this and on the other (Me of the fca, 
have calkd for large fums j and thofe for the king's 
niarriage have been very great. Although there 
is now a truce between England and i«*Tance, the 
annual charges -for the garrifons of the different 
towns and caftlcs under the obedience of the king 
inGafcony, the Bordclois, Bayonnoisand Bigorre, 
are very heavy. The ' fleet which nuift be main- 
tained to guard our coafts and harbôtirs cofts a great 
deal. The frontiers of Scotland, and of our pof- 
fcffions in Ireland, muft not be left dcfencelefs, and 
they demand large fums. All thefe articles, and 
fcvcral others relating to the ftatc of the king and 
country of England, annually abforb great fums, 
which the nobles and prelates underftand and know 
TOuch better than you can, who attend onlf to your 
trades and the difpofal of your wares. Give 
thanks to God that ye have peace, and conSder 
that no one pays that is not liable fo t(t do, and 
tarries on a trade, and that foreigners pay this tax 
as well as yourfclves. Ye are much better off than 
thofe of France, Lombardy or other countries, 
where it is to be hoped your merchandife is car- 
ried ; for they are taxed and taxed over again three 
pr four times a-year, while ye only have a mo- 
^rate duty impofed on your wares.' 

The duke of Lancafter addreflcd them.fo mildly 
and calmly, that although they came thither with 
the worft intentions from the machinations of others, 
they were fatisfkd, and the affçmbly broke up 

without 
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wklkiiiCiRricm^^y faraf^'dem<ad> for dbe tlèpnBci 
from Uicrmajok-itf of dicipriàcipal towns wero tow 
tented with the anfwer. There were fomc who 
would hftv« iTjoiced to have: feen the meeting end 
difltrenfly, though they dàà not fliew it opeoif* 
Thedtikt of Gloceftcr returned to his caftlc of 
Plelhy^ perceiving that this time he Was difap** 
pointed in his xxpeâations» and was conftantly de- 
viling means of exciting .difturi;>ances in England 
%xfd cauling a rupture with France. In this at- 
tempt, he was joined by the uncle of his duchefe, 
the earl of Arundel, who was defirous of war 
above all things ; and they had fuccefsfuUy prac-* 
tifcd with the earl of Warwick, fo that he obeyed 
their wills. 

The king of England had two brothers by his 
mother's fide j the cldeft Thomas earl of Kent ; 
the youngeft, a valiant knight, fir John Holland 
carl of Huntingdon, and chamberlain of England. 
The lad was married to a daughter of the duke of 
Lancafter ; and it was he who had killed the etrl 
of Stafibrd's ^of^, as has been mentioned in . this 
hiftory.. The iflue of the carl of Stafford: was a 
young fquirc, who vas under the. protection and 
wardlhip of the duke of Glbcefter. 
. The carl of Huntingdon refided chiefly at the 
court of his brother the king of England, and 
was better acquainted than any other with the jn- 
trigues of the duke of Gloceftcr, from the privaie 
inquiries he made into his condud. He wa$ much 
afraid of the duke, for he knew him to b^ prou4f 
cruel and paffionatc: he nouriihcd. his< enomy 
" : under 



tmàetlnatfe^ for tiie crime hehÊâ wknAt ti â «i 
dit earl of Staflbnfs fon bad never been fofghreii; 
King Richard was lutturally fond of his brbdier> 
and fupporced him againft all: he fkwi^ paiïï 
thtt his uncle of Glocefter ihà his eneiliy, and 
look miich trouble to form a pmy againft him to 
Ibrce him to leave the king^fti. He and the carl 
of Huntingdon conv^rfcd fte<^uenfly on this fub^ 
jcâ: ^ during which dttie^ the count de Saint 
arrived in England, whither he had been fent by 
the king of France to fee his daughter^ the youn^ 
queen of England, how they were going ott, and 
to cultivate affeftion between the two countries ; 
for, iince the truce had been figned, it was the in- 
tention of the two kings and their councils, thaf 
France and England (hould be on the moft friendly 
terms with each other, in fpite of what their ill-^ 
mfliers might attempt to the contrary. 

The king and the carl of Hiintirigdcm made the 
coimt de Saint Pol a heafty vp^eïcôkhé on his ar- 
rival, as well from love to the king of France as 
becaufe he had married their fîftér. At this mo- 
ment, neither the dukes of Lancaftcr nor of York 
were with the king ; for they began to diflcmblc 
with him, and to fôfpeft, from the grcit mur- 
murihgs in many parts of England on the king's 
coiiduét, that affairs would not end well: they* 
therefore wiflicd not to be called upon by the king 
or people, but left the whole to the duke of Glo- ' 
cefter and his accomplices. The king of Englànd 
difcourfed very freely with the count de Saint Pol> 
as well on the ftate of the couilitiy aa cbnceiliin^ 
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liîs unck the duke of docefter, whom he de^ 
fcribed as very rough in his manners and rebel- 
lious in his conduâ, and he related to him various 
inftances of his flights. 

The count de Saint Pol^ on hearing them^ was 
much furprifed, and replied^ ^ that fuch behaviofir 
ought not longer to be borne ; for, my IcMxi,* 
added he^ ^ if you fuffer him to go on, he will bé 
y^ur ruin. It is currendy reported in France, that 
his only objeél is to break the truce and renew thé 
war between France and England : by little and 
litde he will' win the hearts of the more indigfeiiir 
men at arms of the country, who wifii for war 
radier than peace -, and if fuch perfons Unite togé* 
ther, and hoftilines commence, the more prude^ift 
part, of the nation will not be liftened to ; fot 
where wickednefs and obftinacy govern, wifdom 
and common fenfe are not heard. Take your pi^^ 
caudons beforehand ; for it is better you maké 
your enemies afraid of you, than that you (hould 
fear them/ 

Thefe words of the count made a deep impref- 
fion on the king's mind ; and, as he was continually 
thinking on them, he renewed the fubjeâ with the 
earl of Huntingdon, on the count de Saint Pol's 
return to France. The earl replied, * My lofd^ 
our brother-in-law Saint Pol has told you the real 
truth, and I would advife you to take meafures air- 
cordingly.' 

I was informed, that about a month after the de- 
parture of the count de Saint Pol from England^ 
the king became exceedingly unpopular : it was 

ru- 
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nimourcd that the count had come to treat with 
the king for the reftoration of Calais to .the French. 
Nothing could have agitated the EngUihmore than * 
fuch reports ; and the people were fo uQeafy> that 
the Londoners went even to Plcihy, to confult.the 
duke of Gloccfter on the occafion. 

The duke, inftead of calming, excited them 
more by faying, ^ he could do nothing in the bu« 
finefs 5 for he was fure the French would give all 
the daughters of their king, if they could recover 
Calais/ This anfwcr made the Londoners very 
melancholy; and they faid they would fee the 
king, and remonftrate with hin^ on the agita- 
tion the whole country was in. ^ Do fo,' re-p 
plied the duke of Gloccfter : * remonftrate with 
hioi firmly, and make him fear you. Mark wcU 
the anfwcr he (hall give, fo that you may repeat ic 
IQ me the next time I fee you ; and, when I know 
his anfwer, I will then give you my advice how to 
liâ. It may be that fome iniquitous treaties are on 
foot, for the earl marfhal, who is governor of Ca- 
lais, has been twice at Paris^ where he remained 
fome time, and he was the moft active in con- 
cluding the marriage of the. king with the lady 
Ifabella. The French are a fubtle race, . and^ fee 
far into confequenccs : they purfue their objeâ: 
by degrees, and are extravagant in their promifcs 
and prefcnts to gain their ends/ 

The Londoners purfued the plan they had fettled 
at Plefhy, and went to Eltham to fpeak with 
the king. At that time were with him' his two 
brothers, the earls of Kent and Hunting[don^ the 
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tari of Safifbury, the arcbbiihop of Canterbuiyi 
the archbilhop of Dublin his confeflbrj fir Tho- 
mas Percy, fir William Lifle, fir Richard Crèdon, 
fir John Golofre^ and feveral more, all knights of 
the king's chamben The citizens remonfiirated 
temperately with the king : told him the caufe of 
their coming, not in a haughty or harfli manner, 
but with courteous fpcech, and repeated to him 
the reports which were fo current throughout 
England. 

' The king was greatly aftonifiied at hearing them^ 
and was much afièéted, though he diflembled his 
feelings. *He àppeafed the citizens, by declaring 
there was not one word of truth in all the rxùxiours 
that were fo indullrioufly circulated : that the count 
de Saint Pol had come hither to amufe himfelG 
and that the king of France had alfo fent him, out 
of hi& afiêétion to the king and queen of England, 
to fee them ; but he fwore, as God might help 
him, and on the faith he owed the crown of Eng^» 
land, that no treaty of any fort had ever been 
mentioned, and he was aftoniflied whence fuch 
fcand^ous reports could have arifeii. 

When the king had done fpeaking, the earl of 
Salifbury addrefied the citizens : ^ My good peo* 
pie of London withdraw to your homes, and be 
afiured diat the king and his council wifh for no- 
thing more than the honour and profit of England. 
Thofe who have bufily faid the contrary have been 
ill advifed, and plainly Ûiew they would with plea- 
fure fee the country in trouble, and the people 
in rebellion againft their king^ This you ought 
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pnttcidarly. t5 dread, for you have htkrt mc^ 
aeflcd how near you were to deftn^iooi whea a 
few wicked *pcf fons rebelled, but were feverri^ 
puniihed for ic: dq>end^upon it, that when the 
people are wicked, neither juftice nor truth wiU 
be Attended to/ 

Thcfc fpeeches appeafcd the citizens, who werd 
tolerably contented with what they had heard« 
Having taken leave of the king, they departed, 
on their return to London. 
( The king remained at Eltham, very melancholy 
at the words he had heard. He retained near hU 
perfon his two brothers, and fuch of his friends as 
he bad the greateft confidence in i for he began to 
doubt the affëâion of his uncles, from obferviag 
they now chiefly refided at their country feats; 
He was, in confequence, very fufpiciôus qIF thtii^ 
efpecially of the duke of Glocefter^ wàom he 
feared more than the dukes of Lancafter and York; 
aod kept up a confiant guard, night and day, of 
one thouland archers. 

The king of England had received pofitive ia« 
formation that the duke of Glocefter and the eaii 
of Arundel had plotted to feize his perfon^ and 
that of the queen, and carry them to a ftrong 
caftle, where they (hould be confined under propeir 
guards, but allowed fufBciently for their table and 
other neceiTary expenfes. That four regents 
ftiould be appointed over the kingdom, of whom 
the dukes of Lancafter and York were to be the 
chief, and have under them the government of 
all the nortlicrn parts» from the Tisanes to the 
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Tytne» and as far astheTweed> that runs by Berwick^ 
comprehending all Northumberknd, and the bor- 
dftiv of Scotland. The duke of Glocefter was to 
have for bis government London^ Eflfexp and that 
part of the country to the mouth of the Humber, 
and likewifc all the coaft from the Thames to the 
water of Southampton, and wcftward comprehend- 
ing Cornwall. The earl of Arundel was* to have 
SufTcx,^ Kentj Surry, Berkfhire, and all the coun^ 
try from the Thames to Briftol, and the river 
Severn^ that divides England from Wales, where 
there are very extenfive lordlhips, with power of 
punifliing by death all offenders. But their chief 
deilgn was to find jout fome means of re-kindling 
the war with France ; and, if the king of France 
wilhcd to have his daughter again^ it might be 
done, for ihe was ft ill very young, not more than ' 
eight yeays and a half old, and, perchance^ when 
Ihe was marriageable, flie might repent of this 
eonneétioni for (he was innoccndy, and without 
her being able to judge for herfelf, married, and, 
befide, it was unjuft to break off her match with 
Ike heir of Brittany -, but fhould (he wiflx to abidç 
by her marriage^ &e would in juftice remain queen 
of England^ and enjoy her dower, but ihe fhould 
never be the companion of the king of ]£ngland« 
Should the king die before (he was of a proper 
(he was to be fent back to France. 
Thefe were the plans that had been concerted 
by many of the EnglUh, particularly the Lon^* 
doners, for they hated the king, and feveral now 
lepeotedchey had checked the mobs whkh attaçked 
A a 2 London 
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London fit>m the dififerent counties of England ; 
for they had determined^ according to their con- 
férions when put to deaths to murder the king, 
the earl of S^fbury, the earl of Oxford> and the 
whole of the king's council. 

Had this been done, the kingdom would fooA 
have found another head ; and the citizens, with 
the confent of the country, and the aid of the 
duke of Gloceiler, (who took great pains to ex- 
cite trouble and conilifion) would have feleâeda 
fit perfon to wear the crown, and placed the go- 
vernment and kingdom in a different Hate to what 
it then was. 

Such were the fccret murmurings of the cid- 
zens, and others of their party, in their private 
meetings, the whole of which was told to the 
king by his ipy ; and greater blame was laid on 
the duke of Glocefter for all this bufinefs than 
on any other perfon. 

It is not to be wondered, if the king was con- 
iiderably alarmed at the difcovery of fo much 
hatred and malice lurking againft him* He paid 
greater court than ever to the duke of Gloceftef 
and the citizens when they came to fee him, but 
all in vain. At times, the king mentioned the 
matter privately to the dukes of LancaQrer and 
York, who rellded more with him than hit uncle 
of Glocefter, and confulted with them how he 
could avoid the machinations of the duke and his 
accomplices, all of which he was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with. He addrcffed his umrles, faying,— 
* My good uncles, for the love of God, advifc 
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me how to I daily mformcd that your 
brother, the duke of Qloccfter, and the earl of 
Arundel, with others, are determined to feizc and 
confine me in one of their caftles, and that the 
Londoners will join them. Thçir pUn is to allow 
me 4 fufficiency for my ftate, but to feparate my 
queen from me, who is but a child^ and daughter 
%o the. king of France, and fend her to fome 
other place of confinement. Now, my dear un- 
çles, fuçh cruel aé^s as thefe muft not be fufTerçd» 
if they can be prevented. You have paid me 
homage, and fworn obedience to me as yoqr fo- 
vcrcign, in the prefenct? of yqur lord and father, 
king Edward, and n\y grandfather pf happy me- 
mory, at the fame time with the oth^lT barons and 
prelate^ of the realm, It is now twen^ yws fincc 
this was done J and I entreat you^^ therefore:^ frow 
the lovç you hear me, and gn thç oaths you have 
taken, that you aflîft me on this occafionj fbç 
fvery thing aflures me the dukç of Gloccfter only 
defires that war be rçnewed with France, in fpitç 
of the truces which yoy, wUh us and all England, 
have fworn to 'çtbfervç, |n confideration of this 
was my marriage çoncludcd with the daughter of 
the king of France, and we wilh to obferve cvcFy 
article of the treaty moft punftually. Tf ou know 
iflfo, that whoever attempts to infrijigç this truce 
will commit a crime, and be \iable to corporal 
punifliment, as wçll as confifçation of gopds : yqi^ 
likewife know, that Î bayç bprng wi^^ ygyr bror 
fhcr, my uncle of Gloççller, as much as I have 
able^ and made light of hjis menacesj^ l)yt id 
Aa^ 
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the end they may cofl: me dear. You trè bound, 
therefore, by every tic, to give your bcft advice, 
fince I require it from you.' 

When the dukes of Lancaftcr and of York heard 
àieir nephew thus addrefs them, and faw that he 
was in great anguifli of heart ; knowing, at the 
feme time, that the greater J5art of what he had 
faid was ftriélly true j they replied, — * My lord, 
have a little patience, and wait a fhort time before 
fou make any rafli refolutions. We know that 
Our brother of Glocefter has the moft paffionate 
and wrong-headed temper of any man in Eng- 
land ; but he cannot do more than man, and, if 
he work one way, we will countçraâ: him another: 
you need not fear our brother fo long as you (hall 
follow our advice. He talks freqflently of things 
he cannot execute s and neither he nor his abettors 
can break the truce which has been figned, nor 
cionfine you in any caftle : we will never iufftr it, 
nor that you be feparated from the qyeen ; for, if 
he imagine fuch things, hé deceives hiinfclf. Wc 
therefore humbly beg yoti will be appeafed. Foi-, 
pïeafe God? every thing lhaïl end wefl. ' Many 
things may be faid that cannot bt executed, and all 
which a man thinketh doth not corné to pafs.' 

By fuch means, the dukes calmed the king*s 
àiîhdj but as they fo!t*efaw that public affairs 
would, from their bad management, xauft troti- 
bles in the realm, and t^iat the hatred between 
their nephew and brother was daily îhcréafîng, to 
avoid being called up^n by either party, they ïeft 
ùi^ kîng^s hôufehôld with their fatnîliçs, takîng 
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leave of the"" king fbr 'a confiderable time^ and re- 
tired to their different caftles. The duke of Laû^ 
qafter carried with him his dudiefs, who had bcéïi 
Tonme time the companion of the young queen 'ot 
England, They took this opportunity of huntihfe , 
ftags and deer as is the cuftom in England, and tM 
king remained with his attendants in and abbt/t 
London, They afterwards, however, greatly f^é- 
pented having left the kingi for fuch things 
Ihortly happened as troubled the whole king* 
dom, which would not have been done h?,d théf 
remained with the king, for they would have tîioti 
prudently adVifed than fuch counfellors sis he ïïlf- 
tened to. 

There was not onç of the king's fervants tfiât 
did qot fear the duke of Glocefter, and wifh hj|s 
tieath, no matter by what means. That gallant 
and loyal knight fir Thomas Percy had been for a 
Jong time fteward of the houfchold, and all thfe 
accounts pafled officially through his hands. He 
noticed with grief the hatred that fubfifled betwe^h 
the king and the duke of Glocefter, ami other 
great barons of England. 

Although he was beloved by all, he forcftw, 
like a man «pf underflanding, that public atfairs 
would end badly, and in confequence refvgned hîs 
office into the king's hands in the mofl honor- 
able .manner he could, and requefted petiOiiinôh 
to retire, which the king very unwillingly ctJft- 
fented to. He gave fuch plaufible reafons for his 
requcft that another was cfl^lifhed iti'his place, 
and fir Thomas Percy wçnt to his own cftart^ where 
' A ^ 4 he . 



he refided. The king h^ a^ut hU perfon m^nf 
young counfellors^ who too mi^ch dreaded the duke 
of' Gloceftcr : they frcqi^endy laid to iîàçnj~* Very 
dear firc^ it is a dangerous office to ferve you» for 
we have fcçn our prcdcçeflbrs, ii\ whom yo^ ha^ 
great confidence, n^eet but a poor reward. That 
valiant knight Sir Simon Burley, fo much beloyed 
by your lord and father, whom God pardon ! and 
who took fuch pains for the açcq^plifhment of 
ypur firft marqagc, thç duke of G^oççftcr, your 
uncle, pi^t (han^efully to death, hy haying ^u^* 
publicly beheadçd like a traitor. He likewife, as 
you know, l^ad many others arbitrarily executed 
ivithout your being any way able to grant them 
your pardoi^, pr fave theip from their ignomi- 
nious deaths. Dear fire, we expçft nothing bet? 
ter ; for whenever your uncle conietl^ hit(\er to ftç 
yoii, which is not often, we dare noç faife our 
^cs froni the .ground nor look at any body. He 
eyes us from head to foot, and feems to think wç 
take too much \ipon us fron^ being about your 
perfon s an4 be aiTured, dear fire, that as long ^ 
lie lives, there will never be quiet in England, ncy 
will any one attempt tp do any thing good. Befides, 
he publicly threatens to confine you ^nd the quççq, 
and keep you under fubjeftion during his good 
pleafure. You will bp an iindone king, and dc- 
ftroyed as well as us, if you dp not Ijpeedily take 
fome ftrong meafqres. As for the. queen, fhc need 
not care : Ihç is young, and daughter to the king of 
France, whom they dare not anger, as top many 
çyils would refult froai it to England. ^ 
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' Your uncle of Gloccfter, to make you moni 
unpopular with your fubjeétsj fpreads abrgad ia 
JLondon^ (we haye heard it) that you are un- 
worthy to bear ^ crown, and to poflfefs fo noble an 
inheritance a$ England and its dependancies ; that^ 
when you rparried again^ you çhofe the daughter 
pf your adverfary the king of France, for which 
you were very blamç-wortby i wd that you have 
debafed the chivalry of England, and the couragç 
pf its knights, fquire^ and nobles, who had lb va- 
liandy parried on phç w^r again(t France^ and 
^¥Ould h^ve continued it, cnfcpbled as they are, if 
you had not prevented them ; that you have placed 
the kingdom in a mod perilous iituation, widi 
gre^t fiik of its dellru6tion, and that it is a pity 
you arc fuifered. and have been fuffercd, to reign 
fo loqg. Xhe French fay (as the common re- 
port runs), that yoi; intend to lay afide the arms 
pf Frqiice from your arms, which caufeth great 
|iatre<} agaiqft you j and it is the more readily be- 
Jieycd from tl^e great pains you took to have the 
pruce figned, which wa$ done more through force 
çhan Jovp, for the nobles of this country who had 
ferved in thcfe wars would not aflent to it : that you 
have not carefully e^amine4 the treaties fîgned by 
king John of France and his children, which thofi^ 
pf his blood, now living, have treacheroufly in- 
fringed i and that the French, by underhand means, 
caufed a renewal of war, and feizcd by ufurpation 
the rights of your predeceffors, and poffeflcd them- 
felves of very many towns, cities and caftles in 
^quifaine, to the great lofs of die crown of Eng- 
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hnd, and all through your ncgligcn(?e^nd want of 
CTuragc : diat you have bceri afiraid of yoûf el>e- 
mics, and not followed up the advantages you had 
ÎD the juftite of this quarrel, which you ft ill have 
as well as your anceftors, who imtnediafe«]y have 
preceded you, fuch as your lord <ihd ftthe** the 
prince of Wales, and the good king Edward, who 
both took fuch pains to augnner>t the glory of the 
ÇFOwn. Dear fire, the Londopers 6iy, as indeed 
do numbers of others (which it behoves us not to 
fconceai longer from you) that a day fhail Come 
trhen jrcu will be reminded qf thefe things to your 
toft/ 

: King Richard treaftired up all thefe (J>eeéhes m 
kis mind, and pondered over them, continually. 
Shoftly after the departure of bis two wcles of 
Loncafter and York, he fummonçd up n^ore eoH- 
vage dian ufual, and faid to himfeif^ that it would 
be better he (hould dettroy than be deftroyed, ànd, 
that, within a fliort time, he would hoW his uncle of 
Glocefter fo fecurely, he (hoidd be inc^ble of in* 
juring him. As he could not acçomplifli thi^ 
ftl(me, he opened himfelf to thofe moft in his çpn-. 
fidence. 

It was to the earl AiArfhal, who was his éoufin,^ 
and alfo earl of Nottingham, that he difcovered 
his intention^ and moft minutely gave hitn his 
orders how he was to a6t. The earl marfbal, ^om 
the favours he had received, loved the king in pre- 
ference to the duke of Glocefter, and kept the fe*f 
rret he had been entrufted with from all but fuch as 
he was forced to employ^ as he eoiM not do the 

whole 



the whole himfelf. What I am about to fay witt 
Explain the rtiatten 

The king, tindtt pretence of deef-hunting, went 
to a palace he had at Havering at the bower, in 
teflïx : it is about twenty miles from London, and. 
as marry from Plcftiy, whire the duke of Gloceftcr 
generally refided. The king fet out one aftemoûtt 
frbm Havering, without many attendants, for ht 
hâd left them behind with the queen at Elthattr, 
and arrived at Pleftiy about five o'clock : the wea- 
ther was very hot; and he came fo fuddcnly to the 
Caftic, that no one knew of it, until the pofttr 
cried out, * Here is the king!' The duke of Gh>- 
cefter had already fupped, for he was very tempe- 
rate in h|s diet, and never fat loiigatdinnetorfup- 
per. He immediately went out to meet thç 
\'ti tl>e x!rourt of the caftle, and paid him all tt[c te- 
fpcA due to his fovereign, as did the duchcls and 
litr children. 

The king entered the hall and the apafttdcttt, 
where the table was again laid out for the king, who 
ate fome little ; but he had before told the duke» 
^ Good uncle, have your horfes faddled, not all» 
but five or fix, for you muft accompany mc to 
London, as I am to have a meeting to-morrow 
with the citizens j and we ftiall furely meet my un- 
cles of Lancafter and York, but I fhall advife with 
you what anfwer to make to the Londoners' de-^ 
mands. Tell your houfe-fteward to follow us with 
your fervants to London, where they will find you.' 
The duke, fufpeéting nothing evil intended againft 
him, too eafily çonfented j and the king, having 
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foon fupped, rofc from table; Every thing being 
readyj the king took leave of the duchefs and her 
children^^ mounted his horfe» and the duke did the 
|kme> attended only by three fquires and four var« 
lets* They took their w;^y to Bondelay^ (q avoid 
high roa4 to London^ and Brentwood^ with the 
other towns through which it paflfes. They rode 
]iard> 'for the ki^g pretended impatience to get to 
London^ and converfed all the way with the duke 
of Glocefter* On their arrival at Stratfordj, near 
the Thames^ where an ambufcade had beçn laid^ 
fhe king groped forwards^ leaving his uncle be* 
hindj on which the earl m^rflial advaaced to thç 
rear of the dyke^ with a large body of men, and 
Ifiid, * I arrcft you in the |dng*s name/ The dukç 
was panicftr^ck> for he faw he had been ti^trayedj 
and crie4 aloud ^ter the king, I know Qpt if thç 
jjqng heard l^im^^ but he did no; turn baclj;» gallopr 
ing on fafter than before, and followe4 by his zty 
tendants. 

will now leavç this matter for a Qio^ 
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CHAP. XUX. 



1|:H£ lord DB COUCY and the count D'EIfy 
« CONSTABLE OP PRANCE, DIE IN TURREYj 
BEFORE THE TREATY FOR THEIR DELIVER 
. RANGE IS ARRANGED.—A RANSOM IS AGREED 
W FOR THE OTHER PRISONERS WHO WERE 
TAKEN AT THE BATTLE OF NICOPOLI. 

X70U have before heard how fir John de Cha- 



teaumorant and fir James de Helly were feat 
by the king of France and the duke of Burgund/ 
as ambalTadors to Bajazet, in Turkey, and of tb| 
luccefs of their miflion. On their return to France 
they were well received by the king, the duke and 
*^uchefs of Burgiuidy« from the certsdn intelligeocf 
they had brought from the count de Nevets mà 
his frUow-prifoQcrs. Thefe knights tokl the king 
they th<Hight the fultan would readily liftea to 
terms for their ranfom, for they had been (b given 
to underftand by fome of his principal advifrr;, 
leftj^e prifoners might die while in captivity, 
which was likely enough to ha|>pen» from the dif- 
ference of air zfid dkt, and they would not iit that 
cafe gain any tlyng by them. Thele words en* 
coutaged the duke and duchefs of Burgundy to 
exert themfelves in procuring the ranfom of their 
fon and hcir^ and they were occupied day an4 
night in deviiing means to open negotiations wid| 
the fultan. The duchefs faid this batde of Nico« 
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poB had been very unfortunate to her, for fhc had 
loft by it three of her brothers, who were gallant 
knights in arms : tht^Sr&, the kaze de Flandres, 
die fécond, fir Louis de Brczc, and the third fir 
Jirfin d'Ypres: there was anôther brother, thcî 
fbiingeft of thtm, who had remained at home. 
To fay the truth, the duchefe had grief enough, 
and it was not furprifing if fiie was melancholy, 
but Ac duke and his advifers^ calmed her,- by their 
cameftnefs in procuring her fon's liberty : this was 
not, however, foon done, for the diftancc and 
(fifficulty of treating with fuch people forced them 
to go about die bofinefs leifurely. 

About the time I ami now f|>eaking of, that 
gallant knight and excellent man the lord Enguer*- 
tarià de Coucy, counr de Soiflbns, and a potent 
ioifd in France, died at Buriày in Turkey. Shr 
Robert d^Efne, who had been fent to him by the 
' Uâf de Coucy, had not advanced further than 
Vienna, on his journey thitheri when he was in- 
formed of ins dieath. He returned ^ with this mw$ 
to Fiance, andtoldnt to the fomily of the lord d« 
Coucy, though not to the widow, before whom 
he did not appear until tho' gowrnor of the oaftto 
of Saint Gobm was fent to fcek the body, haw it 
embalmed, and brought t» France. It was <ron- 
Teyed to the abbey of Nogcnt near to Coucy^ 
and received by the duchefs of Bar, the Inftop 
ôf Laon and many abbots : there the gentle knight 
#as buried, and thus ended, Ae year of grace 
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* . The kîï^ of France and the duke <bT Burgundy 
^cre very aftive in their endeavours to abriJgc 
the captivity of their friends in Turkey, and there 
^aflèd not a day without their having fome con* 
Tcrfation on the fubjeft. Sir Dinde de Dclponde 
iras of all their confultations, and faid the Vene- 
tian or Gcnoefe merchants could alone aflift them ; 
for by éieans of merchandife, which governs 
«rery thing, and their coAnciflions with other 
iMfehane»; they could pafs every where, and 
feftm thfe temper of the iirfidel fultans. They had 
great weight, particularly in Cairo, Alexandria, 
IbacfiafSius artd Antioch, where rhcy had faâories, 
âmi the Swacens and Chriftians mutually inter- 
changed their merchandifes. The king and the 
^okci • therefore, made as many frietids atnong 
Aefe merehahts as they eould, and gave up all in* 
cemtOBSof making war on the duke of Milan from 
Ae frieiidfbip they learnt Bajazet bore him. Oit 
eke other hand, king James of Cyprus knew well, 
that if he could any how foften the anger of the 
lultan> and prevail on him to accept of reafonablc 
terms for the ranfom of tlie French - lords, he 
fttould greatly oblige the' king of France, the dul?:e 
of Burgundy and the whole of the nation. 

To accomplifli this, the king of Cyprus had i 
ihipmadeof gold, curioufly wrought, that might 
be worth ten thoufand ducats, which hefent by his 
knights as a preient to the fultan Bajazet. It was 
beautifully worked, and was gracioufly accepted by 
the Tultan, who replied he would return him double 
ks value in courtefy and a&âion. This anfwer; 
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brought back by the cypriote kni^tSi was inftamiy 
made known to the king of France and the duke 
of Burgundy by fome merchant , who wrote to fir 
Dinde that he might inform them of it. King 
James was wife in making this prefent : he dreaded 
die king of France, and all kings, for having 
murdered in the night-^time his valiant brother 
king Peter, who had fought fo courageoufly againil 
the Saracens, and had won from them the towns 
of Satalia and Alexandria i and they were more 
afedd of him than of all the other kings or empe« 
rors in Chriftendom. 

King James had forely repented having com- 
mitted this crime, or being prefent when it was 
done ; and, not daring to continue in Cyprus, for 
die Chriftians would have put him to adiigraceful 
death, could they have caught him, he embarked 
on board a galley belonging to fome Genoeic 
merchants which was in the port of Nicofia> where 
the murder had been done, and fled to Genoa. 
The Genoefe kindly entertained him, and fome 
fay that this villainous murder had been inftigated 
by them ; for, fhordy after, they entered the har- 
bour of Famagoufta with a large fleet of galleys 
and men at arms, which they took pofTéfrion ofi 
and have held by force ever fince. 

True it is, that the late king of Cyprus had a 
very promifing youth for his fon, whom he brought 
with him, in company with a knight who had 
traveUed through Lombardy to Rome, the laft 
dme he had croifed the fea : this youth the Cypri-- 
otes crowned their king on the affalfination of his 
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father, but he lived not long to enjoy it. On his 
death, the Genoefe brought back James, whom 
they had crowned king, and he has reigned ever 
fince in Cyprus; through the fupport the Genoefe 
give him againfl: all nations. 

They 'would never give up pofleflîon of the 
town or port of Famagoufta, and are the mafters 
of it at this prefent moment of my writing thefe 
chronicles. Indeed, had the Genoefe not held it, 
thç Turks and Infidels would have conquered the 
whole of the îfland, as well as Rhodes and the 
other adjacent iflands ; but the Venetians and Ge- 
noefe are their great opponents. When the laft 
faw that the kingdom of Armenia was conquered 
by the Turks, they feized the town of Courch, 
that is fituated on the fea-fhore, which they have 
kept under their governance. The Turks, were 
they not fearful of Courch and^Pera, near Con- 
ftantinople, would do the greateft mifchief to all 
who navigate thofe feas, as well as to Rhodes and 
the neighbouring iflands. 

It is by thefe means the frontiers of Chriftendom 
are defended ; but let us return to king James of 
Cyprus. When he found, from the bafe crime he 
had been guilty of, he was fallen under the dif- 
pleafure and hatred of every crowned heady he 
exerted himfclf to the utmoft to recover their fa- 
vour, and thought himfelf highly honoured by the 
letter the king of France had written to him. He 
was afraid of him, and not without reafon, for the 
duke of Bourbon, uncle to the king of France, 
wasy by right of fucceffion through the Lufignans, 

Vol. XI. Bb thç 
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ùit truc heir to the throne of Cyprus. This king 
James, although brother to the late king, was not 
fo by lawful marriage, but a baftard, as was well 
known to the Genocfe. When they gave him the 
crown they mutually entered into fpecial treaties 
with each other j and the Genoefe bound them- 
felves to defend his and his defcendants* rights to 
the government againft all claimants : in confide- 
ration of which, they had many lordfhips and 
trafts of land yielded up to them in the ifland of 
Cyprus. Every thing they did in the defence of 
king James was to ftrcngthen themfelves againft 
the Venetians, and to open greater markets for 
their trade with the Saracens, for, as faftors, they 
have many conneftions with them and others of 
their faith. King James, through the Genoefe, 
took great pains to pleafe the king of France and 
his fubjefts, and it was in confequence of this he 
had made Bajazet fo very rich a prefent, which 
was highly pleafing to the fultan and his minifters, 
who valued it much. It was fuppofed by. many, 
that fir Dinde Defponde had urged on the Genoefe 
in this matter, as they were very warm in their 
endeavours to bring about a treaty for the delive- 
rance of the count de Nevers and the other pri- 
fbners. 

The duke and duchefs of Burgundy" heard, 
with infinite pleafure, that the fultan began to tire 
of his prifonerg, and would readily enter, into a 
treaty for their liberty. They felefted a valiant 
knight from the country of Flanders, called fir 
Guiflcbrcth dc Linrenghcn, who was regent of 
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Flanders under the duke andduchefs of Burgundy, 
to go to Turkey and treat with Bajazet for the 
ranfom of the French lords. At the fame time, 
they fent for fir James de HcUy, and entreated 
that he would accompany their ambaflador, be- 
caufc he was well acquainted with the countries 
he was to travel through, and with the court of 
the fultan, promifing that his trouble ^nd attention 
ihould be handfomely r-emunerated. 

Sir James, having promifed to fulfil their com* 
maixdsj^ fet out in company with the Flemiih 
knight : on their arrival in Hungary, they waited 
on the king, to deliver the letters which were k- 
trufl:ed to them. The king received the letters 
and knights with joy, in compliment to the king 
of France : he was before acquainted with ' fir 
James de Helly, They informed the king, the 
objeft of their mifllon to Bajazet was to treat for 
the rçleafè of his prifoners, if he were inclined to 
liften to them. The king of Hungary replied, 
that it would be well done if they eould obtain 
their liberty for money: and the attempt was 
worth tryiag, for nothing could be loft by that» 
He offered them every afliftance in bis power, of 
money or men^ for which the knights thanked 
him. 

They had many difficulties to encounter, before 
they could enter into a perfonal treaty with Baja- 
zet ; for it was firft necelTary that fir James de 
Helly fhould wait on the fultan to obtain a pafTport 
for'^fir Guifîebrçth de Linrenghen to travel through 
B;b2 Turkey,. 
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Turkey, which having been properly made out, 
he returned with it to' Hungary. They journeyed 
to Turkey together; and Bajazet received the 
regent of Flanders with kindnefs, and liftened to 
his propofals, which formed the bafis for a treaty. 
At this time, there lived a Genoefe merchant called 
Bartolomeo Pelegrini, in the i(land of Scio, who 
"Was univerfally efteemed for his probity and knowr 
ledge in trade, even by Bajazet himlelf : to him fir 
Dinde de Delponde had written to Inrereft himfelf 
in the bufinefs, that it might have a more f|)eedy 
termination, for they were well known to each 
other, and promifed him a handfome rccompenfe^ 
if fuccefsful, in obtaining the French lords' li- 
berty, from the duke and duehefs of Burgundy, 
and other lords and ladies who had friends or huf- 
bands in the power of Bajazet. He entreated 
him to take upon himfelf the debt for their ran- 
fom, however large the lum, and to conduft the 
French lords to Venice, or to fome part under the 
government of the Venetians ; and that, thp mo- 
ment he fhould be affured from hirp of their arrival 
thither, he would, without delay, haften to Venice 
in perfon, with the amount of the fum to repay 
him what he had expended. The Genoefe mer- 
chant complied with the requcft of fir Dinde^ as 
well from perfonal regard to' him, as for the profit 
'and honour he fhould acquire by it, and for the 
cfteem he fliould gain from the king of France i 
for^ from fuch a king, it was worth having. 

From 
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From the information I had, I am inclined to 
believe that the king of Cyprus fcnt fome of his 
ableft counfellors to pufh forward the negotiations 
with the fultan, in compliance with the felicita- 
tions of the king of France and the duke of Bur- 
gundy. The lords de Mathelin andd'Amine, two 
great barons of Greece, and much in favour mth 
Bajazet, interfered alfo in the matter, according 
to the requefts that had been made them from 
France, otherwife they would not have troubled 
themfelves about it. 

Turkey was an extenfive country, and not con- 
venient to travel through, to thofe unaccuftomed 
toit: Bajazet, therefore, as foon as he had con- 
fented to a treaty, refolved that all the French 
prifoners fliould be conveyed to Burfa, where the 
whole bufinefs Ihould be concluded. Thofe lords 
were brought thither, to the amount of twenty- 
five ; but their conduftors, the Turks, treated 
them fcandaloufly on the road, by beating them 
forward, for they had purpofely badly mounted 
them, and their horfes would only go at a foot's 
pace : for this they were beaten by the Turks, 
who heard, very unwillingly, that they were to 
have their liberty. 

On their arrival at Burfa, where the negotiators 
from the king of France, the duke of Burgundy, 
the king of Cyprus, thd Venetians and Genoefc 
were waiting to receive them, they had more li- 
berty than when in the prifons of the fultan : but, 
notwithftanding it was known they were to be ran- 

fomed. 



374 

fomcd, they were fo clofcly guarded that t6ey 
could not obtain a fourth part of their wiflies. 
Among the different perfons who were at Burfa or> 
account of the treaty, Bajazet inclined moçç 
fir Guiffebreth dc Linrcnghen, for fir James do 
Helly had told him he was regent of Flanders and 
and the moft confidential counfellor of the dukei oT 
Burgundy, The fultan rcfidcd in a handforae 
caftle near Burfa, and where the negotiators wcat 
to difcufs matters with him : thç ranfom fox the 
twenty-five^ prifoners was fixed at two huodrecf 
thoufand ducats. The lords dc M^tlielin and, 
d'Amine, with the Genoefe merchant of Scio» 
pledged themfelves to the fultan for the due pay- 
ment of it. The count de Nevers gave his oath 
to the merchant, for himfelf and the reft, that oi> 
his arrival ^t Venice, he would never depart thencQ 
until the whole of this fum were paid to his fa.tis- 
faftion. 

Before the treaties were concluded, the counjc 
d'Eu was fo much weakenèd by ficknefs, change 
of air, and diet he had. not been accuftorued to, 
that he departed this life at Hautc-loge;,, where he> 
had been confined with the other lords, who were 
much afHifted thereat, though they could not any 
way prevent it. The lord Philip d'Artois, count, 
d'Eu and conftable of France, was, when dead, 
opened and embalmed, and in this ftate put into a 
coffin and carried to France, where he lies 
• buried in the church of Saint Laurence at Eu. 
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■ When the fukan'Bajazet was completely fatis- 
ficd as CO the fecurity of thofc who had pledged 
' themfelves for the payment of the two hundred 
thoufand ducats as the ranfom for the French 
lords, the two ambafladors from the duke of 
Burgundy were imp^atient to return to France, and 
carry the joyful news of their fuccefs to the king 
and other lords fo greatly intereftcd in it. They 
took leave of Baja^et and thofe of his court they 
were the moft intimate with ; and, as the regent 
of Flanders was in his favour, the gallant fultan 
ordered, that tweaty thoufand ducats ftiould be 
-deduced from the two hundred thoufand he was to 
receive, and given to the two knights, in confide- 
ration of the great pains they had taken to accom- 
plit thcfe treaties. * ' 

The two knights gratefully thanked the fultan, 
as they had reafon, for his magnificent gift, and, 
after taking leave of the Turkifli court and the 
French lords, returned to Burfa. They there left 
the count de Nevcrs and his companions, waiting 
the lords de Mathelin * and d'Amine, who were 
to come for them in their galley, and embarked 
4X1 board a fmall paflage-galley for Mathelin. On 
quitting the harbour, the fea was calm and the 
weather temperate ; but they had not advanced far 
before it changed, and at length became fo tem- 
peftuous that fir Guiffebreth, forcly tormented by 

* D. Sauvage fuppofes, ii\ a marginal note, this muft be the 
Jdrdof theidadd of Mitelino, but confeiTes his ignorance of 
the other. 

' fea- 
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fea-fîckncfs, died before they could feach Mathc-» 
lin. Sir James de Helly was much grieved for hi» 
lois, and, engaging a Venetian galley, failed to 
Rhodes. He publifhed every where the delive* 
ranee and fpeedy arrival of the count de Nevers 
and his companions, to the great joy of the knights 
of Rhodes. On his arrival in France, he made 
the king, the duke and duchefs of Burgundy, and 
the nation, happy by the good news he had Jbrought; 
Sir James fpoke loudly in the praife of his com- 
panion, fir Guiflcbreth, and of the great pains he 
took to conclude the treaty. 

The fultan Bajazet, having^had every thing re-* 
ipcfting the ranfom of his French prifoners fetded 
to his fatisfaftion, refolved on allowing them moro^ 
liberty, for indeed they were now no longer pri- 
fon^rs, and invited them to his prefencc before 
the departure of the ambafladors, to fhow them 
the magnificence of his eftabliftiments. They were 
faid to be very grand indeed ; and immenfô num- 
bers were daily attendant on his perfon. He lent 
fome of his principal lords to invite the count de 
Nevers and his companions to the caftle, where he 
received and entertained them handfomely : he 
ordered all things they might want to be delivered 
out to them by his officers, as was the ufual cuftom 
of his court. The fultan converfed daily with the 
Count de Nevers, by means of an interpreter,, and 
paid him much refpeft, for he knew that he was, 
or would be, a very great lord in France, by the 
great exertions that were made^ and the large fum 
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pâîd for his ranfom, which was enough to iatisfjr 
his avarice, having fecuritics for the amount of one 
million of florins. 

The other French lords were equally aftoniflied 
with the count de Nevcrs at the power and ftate 
of Bajazet, He was attended by fuch numbers, 
that they were always encamped, for no town could, 
lodge them ; and the expcnfe muft have been 
very great to fupply fo many with food. It was 
furprifing where fuch quantities came from, not— 
withftanding the natives of warm climates are very 
amperate in their diet,* eating but litde meat, 
living on fpices and fugar, of which they have 
abundance, as well as goats' milk, the common 
beverage of the Turks and Saracens, and they 
have plenty of bread made of millet. 

The fultan had at this time feven thoufand fal- 
coners, and as many huntfmen : you may fuppofe 
from this the grandeur of his eftablifhmcnts. One 
day, in the prefence of the count de Ne vers, he flew a 
falcon at fome eagles : the flight did not pleafe him ; 
and he was fo wroth, that, for this fault, he was 
on the point of beheading two thoufand of his fal- 
coners, fcolding them exceedingly for want of dili- 
gence in their care of his hawks, when the one he 
was fond of had behaved fo ill. 

Another time, when the count de Nevers and 
the French barons were with the fultan, a poor 
woman came to him in tears, to demand juftice 
againft one of his fcrvants, and faid, — ' Sultan, I 
addrefs myfclf to thee, as my fovcreign, and com- 
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plain of one 6f thy fcrvantSj Who is, I underftand^ 

attached to thy pcrfon. He this morning entered 
my houfe, and feized by force the goat milk I had 
provided for myfelf and children, and drank it 
agdinft my will. I told him that I fliould com* 
plain to thee of this outrage, but I had no fooner 
uttered the words, than he gave me two great 
ciiffi, and would not leave me, though I ordered 
him in thy name. Sultan, do me juftice, as thou 
haft fworn to thy people thou wouldeft, that I 
may be fatisficd, this injury be puni(hed, and that 
every one may know thou wilt fee the meahcft of 
thy fubjefts righted.' 

The fultan was very rigidly determined that all 
crimes committed within his dominions fhould be 
feverely puniflied: he therefore liftened to her 
attentively, and faid he would do her juftice. He 
then ordered the varlet to be brought, and con- 
fronted with the woman, who repeated her com- 
plaint. The varlet, who dreaded Bajazet, began 
to make excufes, faying it was all falfe. The* 
woman told a plain tale, and perfifted in its truth. 
The fultan ftopped her, and faid, — ^ Woman, 
confider well -thy accufation ; for, if I find thou 
haft told me a lie, thou llialt fufFer death/ * Sir,' 
replied the woman, * I confent to it j for, were it 
not true, I could have no reafon to come before 
thee, and I only afk for juftice/ ' I will do it,* 
anfwered the fultan, ' for I have fo fworn, and in- 
difcriminately to every man or woman within my 
dominions.' He then ordered the varlet to be 
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feizedy and to have his belly opened^ for other- 
wife he would not have known if he had drank 
the milk or not. It was there founds for it had 
nor had tijne to be digefted ; and the fultan^ on 
feeing it, faid to the woman, * Thou hadft juft 

. caufc of complaint : now go thy way, for the in- 
jury done thee has been puniflied/ She was like- 
wife paid for her lofs. This judgment of Bajazet 

^ was witneflcd by the French lords, who were at 
the time in his company. 
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